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P  H  I  L  I  P  P  I  A  N  S     I.     27. 
Only   let    your  Conversation  be  as  it  be* 

COMETH  THE  GoSPEL  OF  ChRIST  ;  THAT 
WHETHER  I  COME  AND  SEE  YOU,  OR  ELSE  BE 
ABSENT,  I  MAY  HEAR  Of  YOUR  AFFAIRS,  THAT 
YE    STAND     FAST     IN     ONE    SpIRIT,     WITH    ONE 

Mind  striving  together  for  the  Faith  of 
THE  Gospel. 


TH  E  facred  Writings  ditTer  from  mere  hu- 
man Compolltions,  among  other  Excellen- 
cies, in  this,  that  there  is  hardly  a  fingle 
Period  in  them,  without  Matter  for  Speculation  and 
Inftru6tion.  The  Epiftles  of  St.  Paul  are  remark- 
ably diflingulfhed  by  this  Abundance  and  Compre- 
henfion  of  Thought.  The  epiftolary  Stile  is  ufually 
light,  and  the  Matter  temporary,  or  perfonal,  or 
local.  Whereas  the  whole  Contents  of  his  Epiflles 
are    univerfally   importaivt.     They    were     chiefly 
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written  for  the  Benefit  of  particiilnr  Churches,  hut 
rhc  principal  Points  ftated  in  them,  which  influence 
every  Part,  are  of  perpetual  and  extcnfive  Ufe. 
Hence  ahnofl  every  Period  becomes  interefting^. 
and  may,  without  Violence,  be  difFufedinto  copious 
Inflru(n:ion. 

The  Verfe  before  us  is  an  Inftance  of  this.  He 
was  folicitous'to  hear  of  the  Affairs  of  his  favorite 
Church,  tht  Philipp'fan  Chriftians.  But  the  Period, 
which  conveys  to  them  this  affe£lionate  Regard, 
branches  out  into  general  Chriflian  Admonitions. 
Only  let y cur  Converjat'ion  he  as  it  become th  the  Gofpel 
of  Chrift  ;  that  whether  I  come  and  fee  you ^  or  efe  be 
abfent^  I  may  hear  of  your  Affairs^  that  ye  Jland  faft 
in  one  Spirit,  ivith  one  Mind  firiving  together  for  the 
Faith  of  the  Go&PEL,  ^^..g^.. 

He  had  mentioned  in  a  former  Verfe,  his  Mope 
of  their  Furtherance  and  Joy  in  the  Faith  ;  which 
Improvement  he  takes  Occafion  here  to  explain,  by 
placing  it  in  three  Things,  each  of  which  conveys 
a  dilVindl,  fubflantial  and  general  Leflbn  ;  iii  a  Con- 
verfation  fuch  :\s  beccmeth  the  Gojpel  of  Christ,  in  a 
fleady  Union  among  themfelves,  and  in  an  adlive 
Zeal. for  the  Faith  of  the  Gospel. 

Thus. 
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Thus  an  affedionate    Intimation   of  Lis   to  the 
VhUippmnSy    exprelled    in    few  Words,  is,  at   this 
Diftance  of  Time  and  Place,  flill  proper  and  per- 
tinent  in   an  Addrefs   to  a  Society  of  Chriftians, 
Jlrhmg  together  for  the  Faith  of  the  Gofpel, 

The  Motives,  upon  which  your  Society  was  firfl 
formed,  the  Unity,  with  which  it  has  hitherto 
been  condu(fled,  and  your  unwearied  Zeal  for  the 
Chrlftian  Caufe,  have  been  as  pure  and  eminent,  as 
if  the  Apoftle  himfelf  had  made  them  the  Subjeft 
of  an  intire  Epiflle ;  yet  in  reading  your  annual 
Accounts,  we  may  trace  up  the  wliole  of  your 
Plan  to  the  ApoftoHcal  Diredions  contJiined  in  this 
fingle  Verfe  ;  and,  I  muft  add,  it  is  a  moft  com- 
fortable Obfervatlon,  that  in  thefe  our  Days,  when 
neither  the  Knowlege  of  Chriftianity  is  fo  expli- 
citly profefled,  nor  the  Pradice  of  it  .fo  generally 
confpicuous,  as  heretofore,  there  exlfts  a  Society 
of  Chriflians,  wliofe  Conduct  is  precifely  fuch,  as 
St.  Paul  recommended  to  his  mofl  beloved  Church. 

In  order  to  fhew,  that  this  is  not  affirmed  with- 
out Grounds,  let  us  confider,  that  the  Apoftle's  Me- 
thod of  converting  a  diflblute  World  was,  by  pro- 
moting Chriftian  Knowlege  ;  by  teaching  and  jn- 
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culcating  that  Do6trlne,  which  is  peculiarly  Chrif- 
tian,  and  the  folid  Support  of  Chriftiau  Virtues  and 
Hopes. 

Tlie  Love  of  God  manifefled  to  the  World  by  the 
Rom.  iii.  REDEMPTION,  fhat  is  hi  Christ  Jesus,  was  upper- 
^^'  moft  in  his  Thoughts,  from  the  Time,  when  it  was- 
firfl  revealed  to  him.  It  continued  fo  throughout 
his  Miniilry.  He  profelTes  to  the  Corinthians^  that 
when  he  came  to  them,  he  was  determined  to  hwrn 
nothing  elfe.  All  practical  Chriflianity  appeared  ta 
him  fo  much  involved  in  this  Truth,  that  he  took 
every  Occafion  of  adviling  his  Converts  to  conform 
their  Converfation  to  it,  and  to  keep  up,  by  Emu- 
lation, their  Zeal  for  it. 

He  proclaimed  it  boldly,  furrounded  as  he  was 
with  Perils ;  and  at  his  own  Expence,  poor  as  he 
was ;  he  expofed  himfelf  to  Indignities  and  Perfe- 
cutions  from  Jews  and  Heathens  ;  ventured  even  to 
preach  Christ  Jesus  at  Athens,  and  to  make 
Converts  to  him  at  Rome, 

He    might   have   rendered   himfelf    acceptable 
wherever  he  went,  by  delivering  only  the  moral  Pre- 
cepts of  the  Gofpcl.     7'hey  could  not  have  inter- 
fered 
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fered  much  with  Jewiih  or  Gentile  Prejudices,  and, 
in  his  Hands,  could  not  have  failed  to  make  fome 
Impreflion.  But  then  he  would  not  have  executed 
the  whole  of  his  Commiffion,  nor  have  duly  in- 
forced  Chriftian  Morals,  hy  fetting  forth  the  Divine 
Truths,  in  which  they  were  founded,  and  which 
had  brought  to  Light  an  Encouragement  equal  to 
the  fevereft  Virtue  ;  —  Truths,  of  which  he  was 
not  afhamed,  however  obnoxious.  He  had  experi- 
enced, how  ill  tlie  Gofpel  of  Chrift  was  relifhed  by 
Jews  and  Greeks  ;  but  his  Faith  and  Zeal  were  fu- 
perior  to  the  Oppofition  of  mere  Authority,  of  po- 
pular Prejudice,  or  of  fplendid  Learning. 

Hence  the  unwearied  Perfeverance,  with  which 
he  maintained  the  Dodrine  of  Salvation  by 
Christ,  diililnguifhed  his  Writings  no  lefs,  than 
his  other  Apoftolical  A6ts.  That  Doctrine  was  fo 
interwoven  with  every  Subjed:  in  his  Epiftles,  that 
many  Parts  of  them  are  not  intelligible  without  it  -, 
and  it  was  fo  evidently  the  Point,  upon  which  he 
lays  the  greateft  Strefs,  on  all  Occafions,  and  before 
Men  of  all  Defcriptions,  that  a  Syftem  of  Chrif- 
tian  Inftrudlion,  uiifupported  by  that  fundamental 
Dodrine,  would  be  an  apparent  Contempt  of  his 
Authority*. 

It 
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•  It  may  be  alleged  by  thofe,  who  are  unwilling  to 
proceed  k>  far,  "  that  he  had  Jewifh' Prejudices  to 
''  combat;  that  the  Jews  had  a  Perfuafion,  well 
*'  authenticated,  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Sacrifices 
"  of  Atonement  prefcribed  by  their  Law;  and 
*'  that,  in  Oppofition  chiefly  to  them,  he  fo  fre- 
*'  quently  ailerted,  that  there  was  no  further  Re- 
*'  liance  for  Juftification  upon  ^thofe  Works  of  the 
"  Law,'  they  being  accompliflied  as  Types,  and  fu- 
"**  perfeded  as  Adis  of  Propitiation  ;  —  that  he 
^'  might  find  it  neceffary  to  remi'nd  them,  that,  in 
"  -their  jnofl:  vigorous  State,  thofe  religious  Rites 
*'  could  not  do  fo  much,  as  w^as  done  by  the  Death 
'*  of  Christ  ;  —  that  accordingly  he  tells  a  Jewilh 
**  Synagogue  at  Antioch,  very  early  in  -his  Miniflry, 
Afts  x'ii.  *'  B'yTjim,  -all  that  believe  are  j unified  from  all  'Things^ 
39-  -ii  Jrom  which  ye  could  not  be  jujiijied  by  the  Law  of 
**  Mofes:  —  But,  that  it  is  too  much  to  conclude 
■*'  from  this  occational  Neceliity  the  Apoftle  was 
■<'  under,  of  infilling  upon  the  Doclrine  of  Salva- 
*'  tion  by  Christ,  in  his  Writings  and  Difcourfes; 
■<'  as  the  Chriflian  Do6lrine,  that  therefore  he 
♦'  thought  a  Recommendation  of  Chriflian  Virtue 
-'*  imperfed  and  inefFed-ual  without  it." 

.     There 
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There  would  be  Ibme  Weight  in  this,  if  the 
Apoflle  had  conduced  himfelf  diitereiitly  towards 
Gentiles;  not  Gentile  Profelytes  to  Judaifm,  but 
Heathen  Converts  to  Chriftianitj. 

The  Epiflle  to  the  TLphcfans  appears  to  have 
been  partly  written  to  fuch,  as  had  never  embraced 
Judaifm  ;  yet  the  excellent  nioralLeflons  it  con- 
tains are  founded  in  this,  that  they  were  created  in 
ChrijF  Jefus  u?ifcrgood.  JVorks  ;  that  though  they  were 
fome  T^ime  far  of,  they  were  wade  nigh  by  the  Blood  of 
Chrljl\  when,  he  broke  down  the  middle  JFall  of  Piir^ 
'  ikion.  between  t'heM.  and  the  Jews,  '    ' 

We  have   an  Inllance  more  immediatelv  to  our 
Purpofe,    in  what   pafled  in  the  Prifon  at  Philippic.. 
Paul  and    Silas   were   profecuted    as  Jews,    before 
Heathen  Magiilrates,   and  committed  by  them  to 
the  Cuftody  of  a  Keeper,   who   could  not  be  fup- 
pofed   a  Jew.     This  Man,  feeing  the  fupernatural 
Succour  the  Apoftles  had  received,  came  trembling 
and  faid.  Sirs,  what  muft  I  do  to  be  faved?     The  an- 
fwer  was  not,   "  Ad  up  to  the  Dignity  &f  thy  Na- 
"  ture,  do  every  good  Office  of  Juflice  and  Huma^ 
'<  nlty  to  all  Mankind."     The  Advice  would  have 
been  unexceptionable  from  a  mere  Moralifl,  but  not 

fatisfador^ 
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fatisfadory  from   an  Apoftle  to  one,    who  alked, 
what  he  miift  do  to  be  faved  ?    The  Terms  of  Sal- 
vation were  delivered  to  him  in  few  Words,  but 
Afts  xvi.  fuch  as  comprehended  every  human  Duty  ;  Believe 
^''  in  the  Lord  J ef us  ChriJ,  and  thou  Jh alt  be  faved,  and 

thy  Houfe. 

This  was  the  Apoftle's  Mode  of  planting  and 
propagating  Chriflianity,  among  Jews  and  Greeks. 
Nor  are  we  Strangers  to  the  Reafons,  why  he 
made  this  his  Ground-Work  ;  why  his  Mind, 
whatever  Subject  he  was  confidering,  was  princi- 
I  Tim.  i.  pally  poflefied  with  the  faithful  Saying,  worthy  of 
^^'  all  Acceptation,  that  Chrlfi  Jefus  came  into  the  World  to 

five  Sinners. 

Salvation  is  naturally  the  Object  of  Man's  Pur- 
fuit,  if  he  really  believes  a  future  State.  His  Life 
here  is  only  a  Paffage  to  fomething  better,  or  fome- 
thing  worfe.  It  is  doubtlefs  deiirable  to  the  beft 
Man  to  have  that  Paflage  commodious  ;  and  there- 
fore his  Duty  to  make  it  fb,  as  far  as  he  can,  to 
his  Fellow-Creatures.  But  with  all  the  Good  we 
can  do,  with  all  the  Improvements  we  can  make  in 
Human  Life,  or  in  the  Condition  of  Mankind,  by. 
univerfal  Benevolence,  ftill  the  World  is  to  us  no 

abiding 
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abiding  Place ;  and  as  there  remains  the  Duty  and 
Neceffity  of  looking  forward  to  a  better  and  more 
lafting  State,  that  State,  and  the  Grounds  upon 
which  we  may  hope  to  enter  into  it,  are  the  moft 
interefling  Objefts  of  our  Attention.  The  Virtues 
of  Humanity,  and  all  the  other  Duties  of  human 
Life,  mufl  in  common  Senfe,  as  well  as  Gratitude 
to  God,  be  dire(5led  thither  by  the  Man,  whofe 
Hope  is  not  limited  by  this  Life, 

The  ApoMe,  deriving  his  Authority  from  Him,  Johnvi. 
who  had  the  Words  of  eternal  Life,  and  it  being  an 
Authority,   to  proclaim  the   moft  deiirable  of  all 
Truth,   he  could  not,  with  Chriflian  Hope  in  his 
Mind,  defcend  to  the  mere  Fitnefs  and  Utility  of  a 
fiber,   righteous,   and  godly  Life,    with   Refped:    to  Tit.  W, 
temporal  Happinefs,  private  or  public.     Precepts  of 
Duty  have  always  been  light,  in  Comparifon,  and 
feeble,  without  a  firmer  Support ;  becaufe  the  Re- 
wards of  it  in  the  prefent  State,  great  as  they  are, 
are  not  fb  generally  attradtive,  as  the  Temptations 
to  Sin. 

He  was  authorifed  to  propofe  Salvation,  as  me- 
rited for  us  by  Chrift;  and  luch  an  Offer  could  not 
be  rejeded  by  thofe,  who  confidered  well  the  Im- 

Q  port 
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port  of  it ;  for  it  was  capable  of  agitating  a  con- 
fiderate  Mind  with  all  the  Emotions  of  Joy  and 
Gratitude,  that  ever  were  felt.  The  Terms  be- 
came an  eafy  Yoke  and  a  light  Burthen,  when  the 
Offer  was  duly  eftimated.  Newnefs  of  Life,  com- 
prehenfive  as  it  is  of  every  human  Duty,  muft  fol- 
low immediately,  in  Proportion  to  Man's  Powers  ; 
and  when  once  it  became  habitual,  Temptation  was 
difarmed,  without  farther  Reafoning. 

Hence  the  mofl  amiable  Duties  of  Morality,  that 
of  Benevolence  for  Inftance,  however  fuitcd  to  the 
Condition,  and  productive  of  the  Happinefs  of  Man, 
are  not  fuffered  by  the  Write  s  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  to  reil:  upon  their  intrlnfic  Excellency.  St. 
Paid  frequently  exprefles  a  Wilh,  that  the  Chrif- 
tians,  to  whom  he  writes,  mlghit  be  ki?tdly  affeBioned 
one  to  another  ;  that  every  Chriflian  might  increafe 
the  Quantity  of  Good,  and  leffen  the  Quantity  of 
Evil  in  the  Wcrll.  But  he  knew,  that  an  Appeal 
to  Men's  own  Underftandings  and  Hearts  would  not 
fo  fuccefsfully  imprefs  thefe  Duties,  as  the  firm 
Perfuaiion,  that  there  is  a  Way  open  to  Heaven  ; 
and  that  they,  who  refl  their  Hopes  of  Salvation 
oil  the  Merits   of  Chrift,  and  fulfill  his  Terms   of 

Acceptance 
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Acceptance  with  God,  which  comprehend  all  Duty, 
fhall  infallibly  be  faved. 

If  the  Knmvlcge  of  Duty  would  impel  to  the 
Pra6lice  of  it,  the  Law  of  Nature  would  have  been 
fufficient  for  Man,  and  we  fhould  have  enjoyed  a 
different  World  fom  the  prefent.  But  even  the 
Law  of  Mcfes,  with  very  ilrong  temporal  Sanflions, 
did  not  produce  a  Nation  zealous  of  good  Works.  St.  ^^^'  "• 
Paul  and  the  other  Apoflles,  wishing  to  fee  Pro- 
fefibrs  of  Chriilianity  diuinguiflied  by  mutual  Be- 
nevolence and  whatever  elfe  is  of  good  Report^  laid  J*^^^-  ^^'• 
their  Strefs  upon  a  new  and  more  cogent  Motive, 
than  had  been  propofed  either  before  or  under  the 
Law.  With  this  they  began  and  ended  their  In- 
flruction.  Reafoning  about  the  Fitnefs  of  Virtue 
had  failed  to  produce  it ;  Length  of  Days  in  a  fruit- 
ful Country  had  not  invited  many,  either  to  Piety 
or  common  Juilice.  The  infinite  Goodnefs  of  God 
having  offered  the  moft  powerful  of  all  Motives, 
Life  and  Happinefs  eternal,  Men  might  indeed 
-iliut  their  Eyes  and  Ears  to  the  Truth,  but  they 
could  not,  without  being  deeply  affected  and  tho- 
rouglily  reformed,  confider  and  believe,  that  God 
fo  loved  us,  that  hefent  his  Son  to  be  a  Propitiation  for  ^  John  iv 
our  Sins* 


c  2 
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Hcb.  ii.         Chrlft  was  the  great  High  Priejl,  who  had  made 

'/•  Reconciliation  for  the  Sins  of  the  World \   who   beuig 

Hcb.  ii.    made  perfect  through  Sufferings^  ivas  become  the  Guide 

*°'  to  eternal  Salvation  to  all  them  that  obey  him.     It  was 

St.  Paul's  Commiffion  to  declare  this,  and  as  he 

could  not  add   to  it,   fo  neither  could  he  diminish, 

or  pals  it  over  in  Silence  on  any  Occafion,   in  which 

Chriftian    Doctrine    or    Practice    occurred    to   his 

Thoughts. 

But  even  if  he  had  been  difpofed  to  gain  Heathen 
Philofophers,  by  urging  their  Motives  to  moral  Duty, 
lie  could  not  have  withheld  from  his  Converts  the 
Comforts  refulting  from  the  Gofpel.  It  was  a 
Tiding  of  great  Joy  to  all  Nations,  and  was  com- 
mitted to  his  Hands,  to  be  difpenfed  to  as  many  as 
were  fit  to  receive  it.  The  Difpenfation  of  Com- 
fort was  as  much  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel,  as  the  Propagation  of  Truth,  or  the  Pro- 
motion of  Virtue.  He  difcharged  it  all,  by  laying 
the  Foundation  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  like  a 
iCoT.in.  wife  Ma/ler  Builder,  in  the  Do£lrine,  from  which 
every  Part  might  receive  Strength  and  Stability. 

So  far  we  have  the  Authority  and  Example  of  a 
great  Apollle,  for  keeping  up  the  Weight  and  Dig- 
nity 
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nity  of  that  fundamental  Doctrine  of  our  holy  Re- 
ligion, Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  ;  for  com- 
municating it  to  the  Ignorant,  and  placing  it,  as 
afTiduoufly  as  poffible,  before  the  Tiioughtlefs  ; 
and  this  I  apprehend  to  have  been  the  Condu<fl  of 
our  Society. 

The  original  Defign  was,  to  inftrucl  the  Ignorant  in 
Chrillian  Faith  and  Practice.  The  Society  hath 
now  carried  on  this  Work  and  Labour  of  Love,  for 
manyYeais,  with  Difintereftednefs,  with  Perfeve- 
rance,  and,  there  is  much  Reafon  to  hope,  with 
Succefs.  Their  annual  Account  profefl'es,  that 
they  have  been  engaged  in  carrying  on  fuch  Defigns,. 
as  might  promote  the  Interefts  of  true  Religion, 
and  the  Honour  of  Almighty  God  ;  which  Defigns 
they  have  explained  to  the  World  very  early,  by 
ftiling  themfelves  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowlege. 

In  order  thereto,  they  began  with  advifing  and 
encouraging  the  Erection  of  Charity  Schools  in  all 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  particularly  where  they 
were  moft  wanted,  in  the  Ca^  ital,  for  the  Benefit 
of  iuch  Children,  as  were  deftitute  of  other  Means 
of  religious  Knowlege,    being,  either  wilfully  or 

unavoidably 
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unavoidably  negle6led  by  their  Parents,   in  the  firft 
Concern  of  human  Life. 

It  appears,  that  under  the  Countenance  of  this 
Society,  and  with  their  occafional  AfiiAance,  up- 
wards of  fifty- three  thoufluid  Children  have  been 
educated,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  prefent  Century,  in 
Chriftian  Principles,  for  which  they  had  little  or  no 
Chance  without  fuch  Aid  ;  and  have  been  thus 
trained  up  to  the  feveral  Duties  of  human  Life,  to 
W'hich  they  might  have  been  Strangers,  as  mdif- 
penfable  Duties. 

But  as  the  Parents  of  thefe  Children,  as  well  as 
many  other  Perfons  in  their  State  of  Life,  flood 
likewife  remarkably  in  Need  of  religious  Inftruc- 
tion,  or  of  Encouragement  in  the  Pradice  of  their 
Duty,  the  next  Care  of  the  Society  has  been,  to 
furnifh  them  with  Bibles,  Prayer-Books,  and  a  Va- 
riety of  fmall  religious  Trails,  fuited  both  to  their 
Capacity  and  Leifure,  and  fome  of  them  written  by 
Prelates  of  the  firft  Chara6ler  in  the  Proteflant 
Church. 

The  Poor  have  indeed  the  fame  Advantage  of 
public   rcllgiouslnflruaion  with  the  Rich;   but  as 
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many  of  them  are  iiifenfible  of  the  Importance  of 
it,  and  therefore  either  do  not  frequent  Places  of 
public  Worfhip,  or  do  not  attend  them  with  the 
proper  Difpoiition  of  Mind,  it  was  an  excellent  In- 
vention of  Chrifliaii  Charity,  to  divert  them  from 
the  Vices,  to  which  unprincipled  Men  are  always- 
expofed,  by  Way-laying  their  Minds  with  the  holy 
Scriptures,  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer,  and  the 
other  Hi:^lps  before-mentioned  to  a  religious  and  vir- 
tuous Life. 

Thefe  are  the  general  Defigns  of  the  Society,. 
which  I  may  venture  to  call  ^.postolicai,,  as  they 
amount  to  the  Work  of  leading  the  Ignorant, 
awakening  the  Though tlefs,  and  converting  the  Ir- 
religious, to  the  Knowlege  of  Chriil:.  The  reft  of 
their  Labours  branch  out  from  this  general  Plan. 

We  fee  by  their  Accounts,  that  their  Chriftiaii 
Spirit  hath  not  only  exerted  itfelf  in  Favor  of  unin- 
fl:ru£led  Fellow-Creatures  in  Wales,  in  the  Ifle  of 
Mai^,  in  the  Off  Iflands  of  Scilly  ;  but  it  appears 
to  have' acquired  Vigour  in  its  Courfe,  and  to  have 
extended  their  charitable  Views  to  rhe'perfecuted 
Proteftants  of  Saltzburgtt,  to  the  Greek  Churches 
hi  Palestine,  Syria,  Mesopotamia,  Arabia, 

and. 
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and  Egypt,  and  even  to  the  Support  of  the  Danijh 
Proteftant  Miffions  in  the  East -Indies.  All 
this  has  been  done,  and  continues  to  be  dc^ie,  for 
the  noble  Purpofe  of  fprcading  far  and  wide  the 
Knowlege  of  Chriflianity,  as  the  moft  folid  Foun- 
dation for  the  Pradice  of  the  whole  Duty  of  Man. 

If  any  Member  of  this  laudable  Society  fhould, 
in  fome  Hour  of  Self-recolle6lion,  look  back  at  the 
immenfe  Quantity  of  Good,  to  which  he  has  been 
a  Contributor,  he  will  feel  a  Pleafure  greater  and 
•  better  fuited  to  a  good  Mind,  than  that  which  very 
worthy  Men  may  innocently  feel,  at  the  Review 
of  their  Reputation  and  Profperity  in  the  World, 

If  any  Well-wiflier  to  his  Country,  who  has  no 
Ground  for  an  honorable  Self-applaufe  of  that  Kind, 
fhould  chance  to  perufe  the  Accounts  of  this  So- 
ciety, from  mere  Motives  of  Curiofity,  he  could 
not  fail  to  venerate  an  Inftitution  of  fuch  extenfive 
public  and  private  Benefit. 

Pf.  xli.  I.  Bhjfed  is  the  Man,  who  conjldereth  the  Poor  and 
Needy,  in  their  temporal  Wants.  As  we  have  Reafbn 
to  prefume,  that  there  are  Degrees  of  Happinefs  in 
a   future  State,  how  much  more  blefled  He,  who 
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coiiiitlers  Generations  to  come,  in  providing  a 
Supply  for  their  moft  prefling  Wants,  Inriruc^ion, 
Corn  fort,  Means  of  real  Happinefs  temporal  and 
eternal ! 


.,  The  Chriftian  Religion  will  provide  all  this, 
wherever  it  is  embraced  and  nnderftood.  It  will  de- 
vote Man  to  God,  render  him  ufeful  to  the  World, 
and  though  it  muft  often  fail  of  gratifying  fome  of 
his  Wiflies,  they  not  being  all  directed  to  real  Hap- 
pineifs,  it  will  advance  him  to  more,  than  Philo- 
fophy  ever  offered,  an  intire  Refignation  to  the  Di- 
vine Will  in  this  World,  and  the  Improvement  of 
that  Peace  of  the  Soul  into  adual  and  eternal  Joy 
in  the  next. 

It  is  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  wonderful  Blef- 
iings  of  Heaven,  that  Man,  with  all  his  Imper- 
fections and  Sins,  fliould  thus  have  it  in  his  Power 
to  communicate  the  moft  valuable  and  durable  Gift 
of  \Qod  to  many  thoufands  ;  that  he  fhould  even 
in  fome  Cafes  make  an  Obje<S  of  this  Branch  of 
Charity  perhaps  a  better  Chriftian  in  general,  than 
himfelf ;  and  almoft  infenfibly  lay  up  in  Store  for 
himfelf  fome  Extenuation  of  the  Blemifhes  in  his 
own  Character. 

d  I  mean 
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I  mean  not  to  maintain  the  Popifh  Dodrine  af 

Merit,  but,   with  a  due  Attention  to  Proteftantifm, 

we  have  a  Right  to  confider  this  as  an  Inftance,  in 

Piov.  xi.  which   the  merciful  Man  doth  Good  to  his  own  Soul, 

^"*  A  Being   always   imperfedlly  good,   and  generally 

Luk.xvii.  unprofitable  at  beft,  muft  be  left  to  derive  every  rea- 

*^'  fbnable  Comfort  from   the  Promifes  of  God,  and 

from  the  Motives,   upon  which  he  has  ferved  his 

Creator  and  Redeemer. 

The  Perpetuity  and  umverfal  Prevalency  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion  appears  to  be  one  of  the  gracious 
Deligns  of  Him,  who  firfl  formed  that  wonderful 
Difpenfation  ;  and  though  fo  great  a  Delign,  which 
comprehends  an  Extent  andDuration,  adequate  only 
to  the  Plans  of  Divine  Wifdom,  cannot  be  carried 
on  without  Aid  and  Prote(Slion  from  above ;  it  mufl 
be  partly  executed  by  human  Means ;  and  thus  the 
Promotion  of  Chriftian  Knowlege  becomes  a  very 
i-mportant  Duty  of  all,  who  are  blefled  with  it  r 
and  the  Numbers,  of  which  this  Society  confifts^ 
form  an  Evidence,  that  Chriftianity  is  fHUin  its  pro- 
greffive  State  in  this  Country..  v'y\  ~ 

If  the  Apoftle,  zealous  as  he  was  himfelf,  were 
a  Witnefs  to  the  Extent  of  your  Zeal  and  Charity, 

ill 
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in  an  Age,  in  which  Irreligion  is  fo  induftrioufly 
counteradling  you,  he  would  honour  you  with  the 
moft  affeiflionate  Terms  of  Approbation.  We  may 
prefume  to  conje£i:ure,  from  his  Writings,  fome  of 
the  very  Words,  in  which  he  would  probably  ad- 
drefs  you : 

**  I  thank  my  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  for 
**  you  all,  that  your  Faith  is  fpoken  of  through- 
"  out  the  World. 

**  We  are  bound  to  thank  God  always  for  you, 
**  Brethren,  as  it  is  meet,  becaufe  that  your  Faith 
*'  groweth  exceedingly,  and  the  Charity  of  every 
''  one  of  you  all  towards  each  other  aboundeth, 

*'  Be  not  weary  in  well  doing ;  God  is  not  un- 
*'  righteous  to  forget  your  Work  and  Labour,  that 
**  proceedeth  of  Love,  which  Love  ye  have  fliewed 
*'  for  his  Name's  Sake." 
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And    he    that    watereth,    shall    bk 
watered   also   himself, 


THE  communications  of  knov/ledge  to  tKc 
uninftrudled  mind  are,  in  the  eaftern  ftile 
of  metaphor,  refembled  to  brooks  of  water 
4rawn  into  a  thirfty  land,  or  the  dew  of  heaven 
falling  down  upon  it.  The  figure  is  natural  and 
expreiiive :  for  inftrudion  is  grateful  to  the  foul, 
inquifitive  after  truth  and  wife  counfel,  as  the  living 
ilream  is  refreshing  to  the  parched  foil.  The  fpirit 
thirfting  after  knowledge,  in  purfuit  of  happinefs, 
will  be  revived  from  the  fountains  of  underflanding 
opened  to  it ;  and  the  intelledlual  foul  animated  in 
its  progrefs  towards  perfed:ion  in  moral  refinement 
pad  chrillian  virtue, 
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And  blefled  is  he  that  conveyeth  wifdom  unto 
the  fimple  !  He  enricheth  himfelf,  whilft  he  im- 
proveth  others  in  imderftanding.  **  The  waters 
**  drawn  out  of  the  fountains  of  ililvation,"  accord- 
ing to  the  prophet's  ftile,  will  leave  a  part  of  their 
treafure  in  the  bofom  of  the  channel  through  which 
they  are  conveyed.  The  mind,  by  its  communica- 
tions of  knowledge,  grows  daily  more  improved,  and 
conjEirmed  in  its  own  principles;  and  proceedeth 
from  ftrength  to  ftrength  in  intelled:,  defining  and 
comprehending  them  better,  through  the  fubjecfls 
which  it  contemplates,  and  through  the  means 
which  it  maketh  ufe  of,  to  inftil  the  elements  of 
Chriilian  fcience  pure  and  undefiled  into  the  hearts 
of  its  difciples.  Thus  **  to  him  that  hath,"  and 
**  improveth  his  talent,  fliall  be  given,"  faith  the 
great  Author  of  our  religion  ;  and  the  portion  of  his 
faculties,  as  a  natural  reward,  will  be  augmented. 

Our  Lord  fpeaketh  of  the  knowledge  revealed 
to  the  world  through  his  gofpel,  under  the  idea  of 
living  water,  or  of  water  that  fpringeth  up  and  nou- 
rifheth  unto  everlafting  life.  Jefus  faith  unto  the 
woman  of  Samaria,  **  If  thou  knewefl:  the  gift  of 
**  God"  to  mankind  in  my  difpenfation  and  mifTion, 
*'  and  who  it  ig  that  faith  unto  thee,  give  me  to 
4  **  drink. 
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**  drink,  thou  wouldefl  have  afked  of  him,  and  he 
**  would  have  given  thee  living  water.  Whofo- 
**  ever  drinketh  of  this  water,"  of  the  water  which 
I  now  aflc  of  thee,  whoever  contenteth  himfelf  with 
the  temporary  gratification  of  his  mere  bodily  appe- 
tites, fhall  thirfl  again.  He  will  find  thofe  appe-- 
tites  of  his  corporeal  nature  returning  again  upon 
him.  **  But  whofoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that 
*'  I  fliall  give  him,  fliall  never  thirft :  but  the 
**  water  that  I  fhall  give  him  fhall  be  a  well  of 
**  water,"  a  never-failing  fountain,  fpringing  up 
and  exalting  to  eternal  life,  where  he  fliall  not  be 
pained  with  the  returns  of  bodily  wants  and  ap- 
petites any  more.  If  we  knew  and  valued  our 
fupreme  interefl  aright,  we  fhould  anfwer  with 
this  woman,  "  Sir,  give  me  this  water^  that  I 
"  thirft  not,  neither  come  again  hither  to  drink;" 
thy  doctrine  is  fufficient  to  all  the  purpofes  of 
fpiritual  animation,  and  life  eternal. 

The  eager  defire  of  the  foul  after  divine  con- 
templation, and  admifHon  into  the  favourable  pre- 
fence  of  God  in  his  temple,  is,  in  the  language 
of  the  Pfalmifl,  expreffed  by  one  of  the  keenefl 
fenfations  and  impulfes  of  the  human  appetites, 
that  of  thirft.     My  foul  is  athirfl  for  God,  yea, 
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even  for  the  living  God :  when  I  fiall  come  to  appear 
before  the  prefence  of  God?  So  the  gratification  of 
that  defire  might  be  well  exprefTed  by  water  5  and 
a  free  continued  acquaintance  with  the  divine  na- 
ture and  attributes,  and  fuller  inflrudtion  in  the  di- 
vine will^  by  living  water. 

An  illuftration  of  the  text  may  pollibly  be  derived, 
from  allufion  to  an  ancient  cuftom  in  thofe  coun- 
tries, where  they  had  little  or  no  rain,  and  where 
natural  rivers  did  not  abound,  of  drawing  canals^  or 
rills  of  water  through  their  lands,  from  whence 
their  grounds  and  gardens  were  watered.  And  he 
that  drew  water  through  his  neighbour's  land,  wa- 
tered therewith  his  own*  Their  water  was  raifed 
from  the  lower  to  the  higher  lands,  by  means  of 
pipes  and  forcing  engines,  which  they  put  in  mo- 
tion, and  worked  with  their  feet^  Hence  probably 
the  expreflion  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  of  wa- 
*  Deut.  tering  the  land  with  \\\tiv  foot^.  This,  no  doubt, 
was  a  laborious  tafk,  as  appears  from  the  privilege 
of  being  delivered  from  it :  for  this  deliverance  is 
enumerated  among  the  bleffings  of  Canaan,  and  of 
obedience  in  that  land  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
their  God.  For  the  land,  whither  thou  goefi  in  to 
pojjcfs  ity  is  7iot  as  the  land  of  Egypt,  fro?n  whence 
I  ye 
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ye  came  out  j  where  thou  f owe  djl  thy  feed,  and  water- 
edjl  it  with  thy  foot,  as  a  garden  of  herbs  :  but  the 
hindy  whither  ye  go  to  poflfs  it,  is  a  land  of  hills  and 
ij allies,  and  drinketh  water  of  the  rain  of  heaven  \, 

But  whether  the  water  defcended  from  above, 
or  through  the  channels  of  the  earth,  the  defign 
of  the  metaphor  was  ftill  the  fame,  to  illuftrate 
the  reward  of  liberality  and  public  munificence. 
Thus  in  the  current  of  waters  an  eddy  is  oft  ob- 
ferved,  which,  in  its  circulating  courfe,  brings 
round  the  floating  fubftance  again  to  the  place 
from  whence  it  fct  out. 

But  it  mufl  here  be  further  obferved,  that  the 
Chaldee  paraphrafe  on  the  text  is,  **  He  that 
**  teacheth  fliall  be  taught,  or  inflru^ed  alfo  him- 
'*  felf."      This  interpretation  is  not  foreign  from 

f  This  cullom  of  raifing  water,  and  of  filling  canals  and  aquedudls 
therewith,  and  fo  watering  their  fields  and  gardens  by  means  of  en- 
gines, which  they  work  with  their  feet,  prevails  in  feme  of  the  eailern 
countries  unto  this  day  ;  as  I  have  been  informed  by  a  very  v/orthy 
and  ingenious  friend,  v^'ho  rcfided  fome  time  in  thofe  parts,  and  was 
curious  in  his  obfervations  upon  culture. 

the 
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the  original*.  The  fenfe  conveyed  is  the  fame 
in  both.  The  only  difference  is,  that  according 
to  one  conftrudlion  it  is  literal,  in  the  other  it 
is  metaphorical.  Both  exprefs  the  reciprocal 
benefits  arifing  from  the  communications  of 
knowledge. 

The  text  thus  explained,  with  the  obfervations 
made  upon  it,  leads  us  to  the  following  heads 
of  conlideration,  refpedling, 

Firfl,  the  duty. 

Secondly,  the  modes,  and  mofl  effe<ftual  means. 

Thirdly,  the  reward  and  mutual  benefits  of  com- 
municating fcience,  efpecially  religious  inflrud:ion, 
to  mankind. 

Firfl, 

■  *  Vid.  Pagninum,  qui  Hieron.  &  R.  David  citat  in  hunc  locum  de 
voce  NT1',  fub  radice  ni'-Jgcif,  projecit,  docuit.  Sec.  hoc  verbum  poteft 
dici,  (inquit  Pagninus)  Jigtiificare  generaliter  jacere,  'Vel  lapidem,  'uel 
fagittam,  -vel  retH  qitamiunque  aliam,  vel  etiam  plwviam,  <jf  turn  affini' 
tatem  habet  cum  nn  ^uod eft  rigare  ;  item  doSir'niam  metaphorice  ;  quod 
(|/?  docere  ;  eft  enim  metaphor  a  a  guttis  fluvia  du£ia,  quarum  more  doc- 

trina. 
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Fii  rt.  If  we  confider  the  duty  by  the  law  of  na- 
ture, the  man,  who  fliews  to  the  wandering  tra- 
veller his  v>'ay,  does  no  more  than  light,  as  it 
were,  his  neighbour's  torch  by  his  own.  This 
is  nothing  more  than  an  ad:  incumbent  upon  com- 
mon humanity,  to  which  the  ordinary  feelings  of 
a  focial  being,  imprelTed  by  nature,  that  is,  by 
the  God  of  nature,  urge  us  all.  For  there  are 
certain  ads  of  tributary  kindnefs  due  from  focial 
beings  conneded  to  each  other,  and  made  refpec- 
-tively  fubordinate  by  the  very  frame  of  their  con- 
ftitution ;  ads  of  communicative  goodnefs,  effen- 
tial  to  their  mutual  accommodation  and  guidance 
through  the  paths  of  this  lower  world.  For  **  if 
"  the  blind  lead  the  blind,  they  would  both  fall 
**  into  the  pit  of  deftrudion  together." 

Communication  of  thoughts,  of  mutual  counfel, 
and  deligns  of  adion,  was  one  original  intent  and 

maia 

trina  homines  aJioqui  infcios  injiruit,  l^  facundat,  ut  ilia  tcrram.  VI- 
detur  autem  hie  k  loco  n  poni ;  ficut  in  Hebrasis  Bibliis  non  inufita- 
tum.  In  quibufdam  etiam  exemplaribus  fcriptum  eft  mv^  ut  inter 
varias  eruditiflimi  Kennicotti  lediones  videre  licet.  Confule  etiam 
Guarlni  Lexicon  fub  eadem  radice.  In  eodem  fenfu  vox  nnv  reddi- 
tur  in  verfione  noftra  Anglicana,  Hof.  x.  12.  donee  veniat,  &  pluat 
Yobis  juflitiam,  quod  alii  reddunt,  &  cfcceat  vos  juftitiam. 
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main  ufe  of  fpeech :  and  fo  language  becomes  one 
common  bond  and  cement  of  fociety,  and  mutual 
connexion  of  men  amongft  each  other.  This  it  is, 
faith  the  great  Roman  philofopher,  that  by  means 
of  m.utuaily  converfmg,  teaching  and  learning,  de- 
bating and  judging,  conciliates  the  feveral  members 
of  the  moral  creation  to  each  other,  and  colleds  and 
joins  them  in  civil  union.  Thus  are  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  rational  world  defigned  to  be  conducive 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  each  other; 
as  every  branch  of  the  whole  creation  is  made  fub- 
fervient  to  the  good  order  of  the  univerfal  fyflem ; 
to  the  happinefs  therein  of  the  intellecflual  partj 
and,  above  all,  to  the  glory  of  the  great  Creator, 

What  now  faith  the  law  of  Chrifl,  which  is  a 
reinforcement  of  the  law  of  nature,  by  authority 
more  eminent,  by  exprefs  revelation  from  above  ? 
We  are  all  efteemed  by  this  law  accountable,  as 
rational  agents,  for  the  application  of  the  feveral 
talents  intruded  to  each  of  us,  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  moral  fyftem.  One  of  which  is  the 
light  of  knowledge.  *'  Do  men,"  faith  the  divine 
Legiflator,  **  light  a  candle  to  place  it  under  a 
**  veflel  to  be  hid ;  and  not  rather  fet  it  on  a  can- 

**  dleilick, 
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'*  dleftick,    that  all  who  are  in  the  houfe,"    that 
great  houfliold  the  world,   "  may  fee  the  light  ?" 

Nature  didtates,  in  the  voice  of  common  reafon 
and  morality,  the  propriety,  fitnefs,  and  humanity, 
of  delineating  good  rules  of  life,  and  difplaying 
good  examples  of  virtue  to  the  world.  True  phi- 
lofophy,  as  far  as  it  was  able,  collected  and  pro- 
mulgated fuch  precepts  to  the  Gentiles.  Chrifli- 
anity  came,  and  both  approved  and  confirmed  the 
didlate.  "  Let  your  light,"  your  light  of  Chrif- 
tian  knowledge,  faith  the  Author  of  our  re- 
ligion, **  fo  fhine  before  men,"  not  indeed  fo  as  to 
be  gazed  at  merely  for  oftentation-fake  -,  but  that 
your  fellow-beings  may  be  led  thereby  to  virtue,, 
and  **  feeing  your  good  works,  may  glorify  your 
'*  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

"  A  light,"  faith  he,  "  that  is  fet  on  an  hill, 
**  cannot  be  hid."  Chriftians  were  fele^led  out  of 
the  race  of  mankind  to  exhibit  that  light.  Your 
light  of  chriftian  morals  is  to  be  lifted  up,  as  a 
beacon  fet  on  an  hill,,  to  guide  the  inexperienced 
mariner  in  his  courfe.  It  will  thus  be  a  public 
benefit,  ilTuing  from  an  improvement  of  the  hu- 
man   underilanding ;    a  blefUng  diffufed   over  the 

b  human 
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human  race ;  and  Hiining  forth,  in  the  moral  re^ 
finement  of  intelledtual  creatures  on  their  progrefs 
towards  perfcdiorij  and  confequently  will  be  an 
addition  to  that  tribute  of  glory,  which  is  for  ever 
due  to  the  univerfal  Creator. 

The  firft  head  then  requires  no  further  proof, 
either  from  nature  or  revelation,  from  reafon,  or 
the  gofpel  of  the  ever-blelled  Jefus.  The  com- 
mon impulfes  of  humanity,  as  well  as  the  precepts 
of  Chriftianity,  fupport  it.  Proceed  we  therefore 
to  enquire. 

Secondly,  Into  the  modes,  the  beft  approved 
and  mofl  efFedual  means  of  diftributing  our  bounty 
towards  the  difpenfation  of  this  grace  of  knowr 
ledge,  the  diffufion  of  this  light  by  the  gofpel ; 
and  of  making  the  heft  improvement  thereof,  by 
implanting  and  cultivating  it  in  the  hearts  of  our 
fellow-creatures. 

Among  thefe,  the  early  educarion  of  children  in 
chriftian  principles,  mull:,  in  the  firft  place,  ftrike 
every  ferious  humane  breaft  among  us.  Accord- 
ingly we  find  this,  in  the  original  meetings  of  this 
fociety,  to  have  been  the  firft  obje(fl:  of  their  bene- 
ficence. 
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ficence.  The  inflitutioii  commenced  in  this  truly 
laudable  defign,  the  promotion  of  a  right  plan  for 
the  religious  education  of  the  children  of  the 
poor,  the  child  of  the  widow,  and  the  helplefs 
orphan,  the  child  of  the  carelefs  and  vicious  parent, 
and  for  the  prefervation  of  the  dcilitute  in  the 
paths  of  ho.nefly. 

Great,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  the  number  of 
thofe,  whom  this  parental  care  hath  faved;  refcu- 
ing  many  out  of  the  flreets  and  lanes  of  corruption, 
where  iimplJcity  and  innocence  would  foon  have 
been  tainted,  and  the  fountains  of  life  poifoned  -, 
iaying  to  the  indigent,,  in  the  welcome  invitation 
of  the  prophet,  **  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfleth, 
"  come  ye  to  the  waters,  come,  and  drink  of  the 
"  waters  of  life;  come,  buy"  learning  and  know- 
ledge, without  impney^  and  without  price.  "  In- 
-**  cline  your  ojkr  to  inftru6tion,"  faith  Wifdom  in 
this  your  inf^itu-tion  J  "hear,  and  your  foul  ihall 
**   live!" 

Nov/  thc'.value  of  .t-he  bpimty  contributed  to, any 
beneiicent  purpofe,  is  to  be  ^ftimated  by  the  value 
of  the  intereft  concerned.  As  the  foul  then  is  fu- 
perior  to  the  body,  the  interefl  of  the  former  hav- 
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ing  fo  much  the  pre-eminence  over  the  latter, 
the  provifion  made  for  its  improvement  and  wel- 
fare muft  be  proportionably  the  more  important. 

The  right  education  of  children  hath,  by  fome 
ancient  nations,  been  deemed  of  fuch  confequence, 
as  to  have  been  made  a  matter  of  public  ftatute. 
They  took  them,  by  law  of  the  ftate,  out  of  the 
hands  of  their  parents,  and  fubjeded  them  to  public 
difcipline  and  inftitution.  Happy  would  it  be  for 
this  country,  if  parents  would  be  more  careful 
within  their  own  walls,  than  they  ufually  are,  to 
keep  a  guard  over  the  early  morals  and  religious 
principles  of  their  children,  and  domeftics  ! 

For  we  may,  in  reality,  afcribe  much  of  the 
lewdnefs  and  intemperance  of  growing  youth,  and 
maturer  manhood,  much  of  the  licentioufnefs  and 
profligacy  of  the  prefent  times,  to  a  want  of  pro- 
per feed  of  difcretion  fown  in  due  feafon,  of  found 
moral  and  religious  principles,  of  diftindtion  be- 
tween good  and  evil  to  be  implanted  in  tender  minds, 
to  bind  the  confcience  -,  and  of  regular  difcipline 
and  controul  over  the  years  of  childhood. 


It 
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It  is  your  prrife,  my  brethren,  united  in  this 
fociety  of  parental  love,  that  as  far  as  your  ability 
and  extent  of  infpediion  reacheth,  you  fo  far  en- 
deavour to  corred:  and  remedy  this  evil. 

I  might  here  fpeak  of  the  danger  of  leaving 
children  and  young  perfons  to  pick  up  principles 
and  opinions  for  themfelves,  as  the  vi^ind  fliall 
fcatter  them  over  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  where 
they  may  fuck  in  poifon  inftead  of  food  ;  and  meet 
the  venom  of  afps,  while  they  feek  for  grateful 
nourishment.  For  the  ferpent  lurketh,  and  never 
more  fuccefsfully,  than  in  the  flowery  paths  of 
youth,  where  he  biteth  moft  fatally  in  the  way  of 
pleafure. 

But  the  perils  of  neglecting  childhood,  and 
the  advantages  arifmg  from  the  right  inftitution  of 
youth,  have  been  fo  fully  delineated  by  much  abler 
hands  in  this  place,  that  I  fhall  not  attempt  to 
add  any  thing  further  upon  this  branch  of  your 
eftablifhmcnt  j  nor  can  I  aim  to  improve  upon  the 
plan  of  culture  in  general  laid  down  by  them.  It 
is  fufficient  juft  to  hint  to  minds  like  yours  the 
ufefulnefs  of  the  inflitution  to  the  objecSts  of 
your  care,  and  the  benefits  naturally  refulting  from 

thence 
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thence  to  the  public.  For  I  am  now  called  to  a 
fecond  branch  of  yoiir  piety,  which  is  the  confir- 
mation of  thofe  in  found  religion  and  morals, 
\Vhofe  tender  minds  your  gilardianfhip  hath  formed 
to  early  virtue.  For  this  purpofe,  you  have  wifely 
and  liberally,  in  proportion  to  your  ability,  pro- 
vided, in  the  difperfion  of  folid,  plain,  and  eafy 
trails  of  piety  and  morality  among  your  low^er 
brethren ;  efpecially,  and  above  all,  the  book  of 
life.  Such  ufcful  treatifes  many  young  perfbns,  in 
the  flraitnefs  of  their  circumiiances,  mdght  not 
have  been  well  able  to  purchafe  at  their  full  price : 
many  through  their  thoughtlefs  levity  might  not 
have  been  inclined  to  purchafe  them.  But  when 
fuch  books  are  gratuitoufly  put  into  their  hands, 
or,  through  means  of  your  bounty,  rendered  a 
cheap  and  eafy  purchafe  to  them,  they  cannot  well 
forbear  to  caft  their  e^^es  \xpon  them,  and  exa- 
mine their  contents,  which  may  at  length  chal- 
lenge their  attention  and  ferious  contemplation. 

Thefe  will  be  good  'fiiearfis  '^f  counteracting  that 
poifon,  which,  in  thefe  days,  is  fo  aYtfully  ^nrd 
induftrioufly  fcatteretl,  and  fo  heedlefsly  picked  up 
by  incautious  hands.  Such  as  is  conveyed  in  books 
of  profefTed  infidelity,  by  authors  openly  denying 

the 
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the  Lord  who  bought  them ;  in  books  of  injldious 
fcepticdfnj,  craftily  leading  to  infidelity;  in  trad:s 
of  lewdnefij,  and  an  immoral  cafl ;  in  tra<5ts  of 
enth-uiiafm  and  fedition,  holHIe  to  government, 
and  to  every  bi-anch  of  our  happy  conftitution, 
both  in  church  and  ilate,  wherewith  the  prcfent 
age,  to  its  great  difgrace,   fo  fcrtily  abounds. 

Strange,  that  in  an  age  of  light,  and  afFe<£lIng 
the  chara<5ler  of  fcience,  (o  .many  fliould  be  re- 
verting back  again  into  all  the  darknefs  of  illite^ 
rate,  wild  enthuiiafm ;  others^  into  all  the  madnefs 
of  unprinci-pled,  imcontiroiled  licentioufnefs,  under 
the  name  and  cloak  of  fupporting  liberty :  for  li- 
jcentioufnefs  and  true  liberty  are  incompatible 
names  and  things,  mutually  deftrudivc  to  each 
other.  The  prefene  juncture  then  calls  for  books 
of  the  moft  fericus  .caft,  to  corre(51:  the  venoro 
which  fuch  virulent  trails  have  fpread  before  un- 
guarded minds  j  to  imprefs  religion,  and  the  fear 
of  God,  and  thereby  inculcate  loyalty,  as  a  brancj^ 
of  chriilian  morals. 

We  have  but  too  lately  feen,    alas  !  into  what 

confufion   and  terror,  how  near  to  the   brink   of 

ruin  and  allies,  our  civil  dilTenfions,  and   the  cla- 
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mours  of  fidlion,  deceiving  the  multitude,  had 
fhamefully  reduced  our  city,  in  the  unhappy  com- 
mencement of  the  laft  fummer.  God  be  thanked, 
that  through  tlie  fuperin tendance  of  his  Providence, 
the  rage  was  permitted  to  be  but  fliort,  for  it 
was  cruel  :  v^'he^ein,  through  the  voice  of  fedi- 
tion,  and  the  fubtle  operations  of  the  malevolent, 
fome  of  the  beil  of  men,  and  the  ablefl  to  give 
counfel,  and  to  preferve  our  ftate  againft  the  fo- 
reign and  domeflic  enemy,  were  the  firft  pointed 
out  as  vidtims  to  popular  fury  and  refentment. 
God  grant,  that  we  may  never  experience  the  like 
again  in  any  part  of  our  gracious  fovereign's  do- 
minions !  Let  us  labour  to  prevent  it  by  whole- 
fome  books  of  loyalty  fpread  among  the  people, 
and  put  induftrioufly  into  their  hands  from  the 
beginning  of  life  !  And  let  us  be  watchful  over 
thofe  whom  we  appoint  teachers  and  fchool- 
maflers,  as  perfons  capable,  in  their  refpedtive 
charges,  of  promoting  the  greatefl  good,  or  pro- 
pagating the  moft  noxious  evil  by  poifoning  the 
minds  of  the  rifmg  generation  ! 

But  your  munificence,   my  brethren  in  this  la- 
bour of  love,  doth  not  terminate  here,  within  the 
limits  of  your  own  land.     The  full  extended  view 
4  of 
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of  this  Society  takes  in  a  much  larger  circumfe- 
rence :  for  as  it  aims  at  the  inll:ru6lion  of  youth, 
and  the  confirmation  of  ripened  years  at  home, 
comprehending  within  your  tutelage  the  principa- 
lity of  Wales,  and  the  neighbouring  Ifles  of  Man 
and  Scilly,  by  the  publication  of  the  Book  of  Life 
in  their  refped:ive  languages  3  fo  alfo  doth  a 

Third  branch  of  your  liberal  care  extend  itfelf 
to  perfons  of  all  nations,  barbarians  as  well  as  ci- 
vilized ;  by  the  miflion  of  teachers  and  catechifls 
into  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  earth,  for  the 
converfion  of  Indians ;  by  the  diftribution  of  reli- 
gious tra(5ts  among  thofe  that  are  converted,  for 
their  fuller  inftrudtion  and  confirmation  in  the 
faith.  Thus  **  to  them  that  fat  in  darknefs,  and 
**  the  Ihadow  of  death,  hath  the  light  fhined  3" 
and  through  the  continuation  of  your  munificence 
may  flill  fhine  '*  more  and  more,  unto  the  perfe<5l 
**  day."  For  the  poor  of  every  quarter  under  hea- 
ven, as  well  as  the  rich,  "  have  thus  the  gofpel 
"  preached  unto  them." 

But  as  it  is  impoflible  for  the  wifefi:  and  bell 
framed  inftitutions  upon  earth  always  to  efcape  the 
tongue  of  cenfure,  and  the  fpleen  of  the  malignant, 
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merely  fometimes  perhaps  for  this  very  reafon,  be-, 
caufe  they  are  friendly  to  virtue  and  religion  ;  nay^ 
fometimes  to  efcape  the  jaundiced  eye  of  mif-con^-. 
ception  and  prejudice,  or  the  mifapprehentions  of 
the  well-meaning,  but  mifled  and  injudicious  ^ 
fo  it  may  be  expedient,  before  I  proceed  to  my 
laft  general  head,,  to  offer  fbme  reply  to  the  objec-> 
tor,  and  try  to  fatisfy  the  doubtful. 

Let  it  not  then  any  longer  be  objected  to  thefe 
feminaries  of  virtue,  that  children  come  hereby  to 
be  inflated  with  pride,  and  exalted  above  their  Jfta- 
tion.  For  it  is  not  criminal  pride  to  learn  to  ktr^ 
hour  truiyy  in  every  fituation  of  life,  low  as  weU 
as  high,  in  which  it  fhall  pleafe  the  providence 
of  God  to  place  them.  No :  the  iiril  element  of 
chriftian  dodrine  is  humility,  from  their  Savi- 
our's birth  in  a  flable,  to  his  fuiferings  on  the 
crofs. 

Pride  is  not  founded  on  the  improvement  of  the 
underflanding,  but  on  the'weaknefs  of  it:  not  on 
the  precepts  of  the  meek  and  humble  Jefus,  but 
on  the  rude  prefumptions  of  an  unfubdued,  untu- 
tored vanity.  Unlefs  it  be  fuch  pride,  as  raifeth 
die  heart  above  vice  and  bale  flavery  to  mean  and. 

fenfual 
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fenfaal  paffion.  Such  pride  is  laudable.  Vicious 
pride  is  founded  in  ignorance,  and  is  a  proof  of 
inibecillity  in  judgment.  It  is  an  uncultivated 
mind,  which  is  the  mother  of  felf-conceit,  ready 
to  dictate  to  fuperiors,  and  difclaim  in  itfelf  a  fub- 
ordination  to  any  controul. 

For  which   reafon,    there  are  not  more  flagrant 
inftances  of  arrogant  and  conceited  pofitivenefs  in 
opinion  to  be  met  with  in  the  world,    than  among 
the  loweft  and  leail  -civilized  part  of  the  human 
race.     A  pride,  which  is  to  be  corrected  only  by 
a  cultivation  of  the  underflanding  to  a  better  know- 
ledge of  itfelf.     Whereas  fuch   ignorance,  and  its 
aflbciate  enthufiafm,  have  been  not  only  hurtful  to 
the  private  individual,  but  the  caufes  of  fed:arifm, 
often  perilous,  and  fometimes  deftru6tive  to  ilates* 
Inftrud:  men  well,  and  they  will  be  more  likely  to 
conform  themfelves  to  the  meeknefs  and  fimplicity 
**  that  is  in  Chrift." 

True  Chriftianity  teacheth  man  to  know  him- 
felf ;  and  felf-knowledge  will  foon  convince  him 
how  little  he  hath  to  be  proud  of.  It  will  teach 
him  his  own  deficiencies ;  which  to  every  true  dif-= 
cerner  of  himfelf  will  be  fufiiciently  humiliating. 

c  2  True 
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True  Chriftianity,  like  its  Author,  is  all  meeknefs 
and  condefcenfion,  and  lowlinefs  of  mind  and 
heart :  for  it  Hates  before  us  the  condition  of  hu- 
man nature;  and  fuch  humiliation  and  modefly 
will  be  the  beft  ground  of  fubfequent  advancement 
in  moral  and  intelledual  excellence.  The  meek- 
nefs of  Chrifb  will  be  the  beft  monitor  againft  the 
fwelling  fpirit,  the  ablell  tutor  and  controller  of 
the  human  heart. 

But  we  may  obferve  further,  that  different  qua- 
lifications are  requifite,  even  for  the  menial  offices 
of  life,  in  different  ages  and  countries,  proporti- 
oned to  the  different  advancement  of  thofe  coun- 
tries in  fcience.  Such  talents  in  reading,  writing, 
and  cyphering,  are  now  requifite  in  many  families, 
as  would  have  been  fufficient  for  higher  offices  in 
former  ages  ;  and  many  a  place  in  a  good  creditable 
family  hatlx  been  lofl  for  want  of  thefe  qualifica- 
tions. It  ib  made  almofl  a  conflant  inquiry  about 
thofe  who  offer  themfelves  for  fervice,  in  many  fa- 
milies, whether  they  have  a  competent  fkill  in 
thefe  recommendatory  arts. 

It  will   ever  be  a  matter  of  inquiry  in  ferious 

families,  what  their  religion  is ;  whether  they  h?ve 
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been  bred  up  in  any ;  and  in  what  profejjion ;  whe- 
ther in  principles  calculated  to  keep  them  honeft, 
faithful,  and  diligent;  or  in  vague,  enthufiaflic 
notions,  without  any  fleady  principle. 

Furthermore,  that  portion  of  knowledge  might 
be  fufficient  for  the  lower  ranks,  and  the  fupply  of 
domeftic  offices  in  one  country,  as  for  inftance, 
among  barbarians  and  favages,  which  would  not  be 
fo  in  another  -,  which  would  appear  pitiable  in  our 
own.  But  however  this  may  be,  we  are  to  do  the 
beft  we  can  for  our  brethren  in  life,  to  qualify  them 
for  their  refpedtive  lituations  in  it ;  not  only  to  make 
them  ufeful  here,  but  alfo  happy  hereafter.  We 
can  never  affirm,  that  any  perfons  are  the  worfe  for 
the  improvement  of  their  underftandings.  It  would 
be  an  impeachment  of  our  own  to  fuppofe  it.  It 
would  be  an  ill  return  to  the  God  who  gave  us 
faculties  for  our  cultivation.  Our  duty  certainly  is 
to  improve  the  human  intelledl,  wherever  it  falls 
within  our  reach,  and  extend  the  bleffings  of  the 
gofpel  of  Jefus  as  wide  as  we  can. 

Education  in  religion  and  induftry  will  be  the  befl 
prefervative  of  innocence.  And  innocence,  and  her 
filter  modcHy,  will  be  mutual  guardians  to  each 

other. 
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other.  It  is  idlenefs,  joined  with  vanity,  uhcon- 
trolled  by  any  folidj  rational  principle,  that  aftcA 
gives  a  loofe  to  the  licentious  ■'tongue,  the  tongue  of 
abufe;  hardens  the  countenance,  and  brings  forth 
the  ftubborn  look  of  defiance  againft  magiftracy 
and  legal  government.  Where  then  ihall  we  find 
the  foundations  of  integrity,  of  the  moral  man,  of 
the  fincere  Chril'tian,  of  the  fober,  peaceable  mem* 
ber  of  the  ftate,  laid  {6  well,  and  fo  fecurely  amongft 
the  lower  ranks,  as  in  thefe  fchools  and  nurferies  of 
early  virtue  ?  The  books  difperfed  by  this  Society, 
as  they  tend  to  fecure  the  foundation,  fo  will  they 
like  wife  promote  the  moral  fuperflrudlure. 

Such,  my  brethren,  united  in  this  Society  of 
religion,  is  your  pious  intention,  fuch  your  labour 
of  lov^e  in  the  Lord.  Give  me  leave  now  to  proceed 
briefly  in  the 

Third  and  laft  place,  to  the  reward  of  your  labour. 
And  here  the  blefiings  might  be  confidered  either 
in  a  public  or  a  private  view,  as  national  or  do^ 
meftic ;  blefiings  upon  families,  as  well  as  indivi- 
duals. For  he,  who  lighteth  up  his  neighbour's 
torch  by  his  own,  addeth  thereby  a  luftre  to  his  own 
hemifphere.  He,  that  teacheth  another,  contri- 
5  buteth 
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buteth  thereby  to  the  common  flock  of  knowledge ; 
**  and  look,  what  he  layeth  out,  it  fliall  be  paid 
"  him  again  !"  He  layeth  in  the  breaft  of  others 
a  foundation  of  flill  further  public  improvement. 
And  commercial  ftates,  that  have  fown  moral  and 
religious  knowledge,  and  promoted  advancement 
therev/ith  in  natural  fcience,  will  reap  frequent  re- 
turns of  gratitude  from  the  ilrength  and  alliance  of 
the  people  whom  they  have  civilized,  and  nurtured. 
up  in  literature.  Thus  "  he  that  watereth,  fliall 
**  be  watered  alfo  himfelf." 

For  that  I  may  conclude,  my  brethren,  in  words 
of  divine  encouragement,  to  this  land  of  liberality; 
*'  If  thou  draw  out  thy  foul  to  the  hungry,  and 
give  v/ater  of  infiruciion  to  the  tliirfty,  and  fa- 
tisfy  the  empty  foul,  then  fhall  the  Lord  guide 
**  thee  continually,  and  fatisfy  thy  foul  in  drought;" 
when  thy  foul  thirfleth  after  counfel,  in  the  day 
of  doubtfulnefs,  and  the  hour  of  trouble,  the  dew 
of  heaven  ihall  defcend  upon  thee ;  divine  wifdom 
ihall  fink  into  thine  heart ;  "  and  thou  fhalt  be 
**  like  a  watered  garden,  and  like  a  fpring  of  waters,. 
**  whofe  v/aters  fail  not." 
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LUKE     VII.  22. 

Then  Jesus  answering  said  unto  theM,  Go 
your  way,  and  tell  john  what  things  ye 
Have  seen  and  heardj  how  that  the  blind 
see,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are 
cleansed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead 
are  raised,  to  the  poor  the  gospel  is 
preached^ 


YOU  will  immediately  recoIIe6l  the  occafion 
on  which  thefe  words  were  fpoken.  They 
make  a  part  of  the  anfwer  which  our  Sa- 
viour gave  to  the  two  difciples  whom  John  the 
Baptiil  fent  to  him,  to  afk  whether  he  was  the  great 
Deliverer  that  was  to  comej  or  they  were  to  look 
for  another.  The  whole  pafiage  is  a  remarkable 
one,  and  affords  ample  matter  for  obfervation;  but 

A  the 


^  A    SERMON    Preached 

the  particular  circumflance,  to  which  I  mean  to 
draw  your  attention  at  prefent,  is  the  laft  claufe  of 
the  text,  in  which  we  are  told,  that  to  the  poor 

THE  GOSPEL   IS   PREACHED. 

That  our  Lord  fhould  appeal  to  the  miracles 
which  he  had  juft  wrought  before  the  eyes  of  the 
two  difciples,  as  an  inconteftible  proof  that  he  was 
the  Mefliah,  will  be  thought  very  natural  and  pro- 
per ;  but  that  he  fliould  immediately  fubjoin  to  this, 
as  an  additional  proofs  and  a  proof  on  which  he 
feems  to  lay  as  much  ftrefs  as  on  the  other,  that  to 
THE  poor  the  gospel  WAS  PREACHED,  may  appear 
at  the  firft  view  a  Uttle  extraordinary.  We  fliall, 
however,  foon  be  fatisfied  that  in  this,  as  well  as  \\\ 
every  other  inflance,  our  divine  Mafler  aded  with 
confummate  wifdom.  He  was  fpeaking  to  Jews. 
His  obje6l  was  to  convince  them  that  he  was  the 
Messiah.  The  obvious  way  of  doing  this  was  to 
fiiew  that  he  correfponded  to  the  defcription  which 
their  own  prophets  gave  of  that  great  perfonage. 
Now  they  fpeak  of  him  as  one,  who  fliould  not  only 
give  eyes  to  the  blind,  ears  to  the  deaf,  feet  to  the 

lame. 
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lame,   and  fpeech  to  the  dumb,    but  fhould  alfo 

PREACH  GOOD  TIDINGS  TO  THE  MEEK  AND  THE  V"'''"- 

XX1X<     I  Of 

POOR*i  thefe  were  two  dijiin£l  and  fcparate  inarks'^^'^^^'^' 
by  which  he  was  to  be  known,  and  it  was  therefore '^^-  '* 
as  proper  and  neceffary  for  our  Saviour  to  refer  to 
the  one  as  to  the  other.  Whoever  pretended  to  be 
the  Messiah,  muft  unite  in  himfelf  thefe  two  great 
difcriminating  pecuUarities,  which  taken  together 
form  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  and  beneficent  cha- 
radlers  that  can  be  imagined  3  a  character  difbinguiflied 
by  the  communication  of  the  greateft  of  all  earthly 
bleffings  to  two  defcriptions  of  men,  who  flood 
moft  in  need  of  afliftance,  the  difeafed^  and  the  poor. 
To  the  former,  the  promifed  Saviour  of  the  world 
was  to  give  health  5  to  the  latter,  fpiritual  in- 
jlruElion.  In  this  manner  was  the  great  Re- 
deemer marked  out  by  the  prophets,  and  this  glo- 
rious diftinclion  did  Chrift  difplay  and  fupport  in 
his  own  perfon  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  miniftry. 

That  he  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  every  other 
teacher  of  religion  in  the  number,  and  the  benevo- 

A  2  lent 
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lent  nature  of  his  miracles,  is  well  known ;  and  that 
he  was  no  lefs  diftinguiflied  by  the  circumftance  cf 
PREACHING  TO  THE  POOR ;  that  there  was  no 
one  either  before  or  after  him,  who  made  it  fo 
much  his  peculiar  bufmefs  to  infl:ru6l  them,  and 
paid  fuch  conftant  and  condefcending  attention  tq 
them  as  he  did,  is  equally  certain.  The  antient 
prophets  were  ufually  fent  to  kings  and  princes,  to 
the  rich  and  the  great,  and  many  of  their  prophecies 
were  couched  in  fublime  figurative  language,  be- 
yond the  comprehenfion  of  the  vulgar.  There 
were  indeed  other  parts  of  the  Jewiili  fcriptures 
fufficiently  plain  and  intelligible,  and  adapted  to  all 
capacities;  but  even  thefe  the  rabbles  and  the 
fcribes,  the  great  expounders  of  the  law  among 
the  Jews,  contrived  to  perplex  and  darken,  and  ren- 
der almoft  ufelefs  by  their  vain  traditions,  their  ab- 
furd  gloffes,  and  childifli  interpretations.  So  far 
were  they  from  fliowing  any  particular  regard  or 
tendernefs  to  the  common  people,  that  they  held 
them  in  tlie  utmofl  contempt  -,  they  confidered  them 
•johnvli.  as  accurfed  *,  becaufe  they  knew  not^that  law,  which 
they  themfelves  took  care  to  render  impenetrably 
phfcure  to  them.     '*  They  took  away  the  key  of 

''  know- 
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'*  knowledge  J  they  entered  not  in  themfelves,  and*  Luke 
'f  thofe  that  were  entering  in  they  hindered*."  It 
was  even  a  proverbial  faying  among  them,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  did  not  refi  but  upon  a  rich  tnan  -f-.  So 
different  were  the  maxims  of  the  great  Jewifli 
teachers  from  the  fentiments  and  condud  of  that 
heavenly  Inflrudtor,  who  openly  declared,  and  glo- 
ried in  the  declaration,  that  he  came  "  to  preach 
"  the  gospel  to  the  poor  J." 

Nor  did  the  lower  ranks  of  mankind  meet  with 
better  treatment  in  the  Heathen  world.  There 
were  among  the  antient  Pagans,  2X  different  periods, 
and  in  different  countries,   many  excellent  moral 

f  Grotlus  on  Matth.  xi.  5. 

X  It  may  be  alledged,  that  by  the  Pcor,  to  whom  our  Lord  preached 
the  gofpel,  the  facred  writers  meant  not  the  poor  in  circunijianccs, 
but  the  ^oor  in  fpifit.  The  truth  is,  they  meant  both  ;  by  our  Savi- 
our's condutft  both  fenfes  were  equally  verified  ;  and  thefe  two  forts  of 
pcuerfy  are  fo  frequently  found  united,  that  it  is  fcarce  neccTarv,  at 
Icaft  in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  diftinguifh  between  them.  For  niore 
complete  fatisfaftion  on  this  and  fome  other  points  (of  which  but  a 
very  imperfecl  view  is  given  here)  fee  Bi(hop  Kurd's  admirable  fcrmoii 
on  Mauh.  v.  3.  f.  8. 

writers 
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writers  of  fine  talents  and  profound  knowledge  j  but 
their  compofitions  were  calculated  not  for  the  illiterate 
and  the  indigent,  but  for  men  of  ability  and  erudition 
like  themfelves.    They  thought  the  poor  below  their 
notice  or  regard ;  they  could  not  floop  fo  low  as  to  ac- 
commodate themfelves  to  the  underilandings  of  the 
-Vulgar.     Their  ambition  even  in  their  ethical  trea- 
tifes,  was  to  pleafe  the  learned  few.     To  thefe  the 
Dialogues  of  Plato,  the  Ethics  of  Ariflotle,  the  Of- 
fices of  Cicero,   the  Morals  of  Seneca  and  of  Plu- 
tarch, might  afford  both  entertainment  and  infor- 
mation J  but  had  they  been  read  to  a  Grecian  or  a 
Roman  peafant,  he  would  not,   I  conceive,   have 
found  himfelf  either  much  enlightened  or  much  im- 
proved by  them.     How  fliould  he  get  wifdom  from 
fuch  fources  "  that  holdeth  the  plough,   and  that 
*'  gloricth  in  the  goad;  that  driveth  oxen,  and  is 
*'  occupied  in  their  labours  3  that  giveth  his  mind 
"  to  make  furrows,  and  is  diligent  to  give  the  kine 
Eeeius   "  foddcr*."     Very  different  occupatious  thefe  from 
26.    the  fludies  of  the  philofopher  or  the  metaphyfician, 
and  not  very  well  calculated  to  prepare  the  mind 

for 
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for  the  le6lurcs  of  the  academy,  the  Lyceum,  or 
the  Portico. 

The  truth  is,  there  was  not  a  fmgle  book  of  mo- 
rality at  that  time  written  folely  or  principally  for 
the  ufe-of  the  ignorant  and  the  poorj  nor  had  they 
their  duty  explained  to  them  in  any  other  mode 
of  inftruftion  adapted  to  their  capacities.  They 
had  no  leflbns  of  condu6t  given  them  fo  plain,  fo  fa- 
miliar, fo  forcible,  fo  authoritative,  as  thofe  v/hich 
are  now  regularly  difpenfed  to  every  Chriftian  con- 
gregation 3  nothing  that  made  the  fmalleft  ap- 
proach to  our  Saviour's  divine  difcourfes,  (efpeci- 
ally  that  from  the  Mount)  to  the  ten  command- 
ments, to  the  other  moral  parts  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament,  or  to  the  pra6lical  inftruc- 
tions  and  exhortations  given  weekly  to  the  people 
by  the  minill:crs  of  the  gofpel.  They  were  left  to 
form  a  fyflem  of  morality  for  themfelves  as  well  as 
they  could  ;  in  which  they  were  fo  far  from  being 
alTifted  by  their  national  religion,  that  both  the 
mode  and  the  obje(5ls  of  their  worfnip,  were  of 
themfelves  fufficient  to  corrupt  their  hearts,  and 
to  counteract  any  rig^lit  opinions  or  virtuous  in- 
2  clinations 
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clinations  that  might  cafually  fpring  up  in  their 
minds. 

in  this  fituation  did  our  blefTed  Lord  find  thei  in- 
ferior clafs  of  mankind  when  he  entered  upon  his 
miniflry.    He  found  them  without  guide,  inftruftor, 
counfellor,  or  friend.  He  favv  them  (to  ufe  the  affefl- 
ing  language  of  Scripture)  "  fainting  and  fcattered 
**  abroad  as  flieep  having  no  fhepherd,  and  he  had 
*  Matth.  *'  compafTion  upon  them*."     He  took  them  in- 
^'^'  ^       flantly  under  his  protedion,  he  fliared  with  them 
the  miferies  of  their  condition.     He  aflumed  the 
form  of  a  fervant,  fubmitted  to  all  the  hardfhips  of 
that  fituation,  and  frequently  "  had  not  even  where 
"  to  lay  his  head."     Although  he  did  not  reje^  the 
v/ealthy  and  the  great,  but  on  the  contrary  received 
them   Vv'ith   the   utmoft   kindnefs,    whenever  they 
fhewed  any  marks  of  a  right  and  teachable  difpofi- 
tion,  yet  not  "  mam'  noble,  not  many  mighty,  were 
.  J  qqj.    at  firft  called  -f"     It  was  from  among  fifhermen 
^'  ^^'       and  mechanics  that  he  chofe  his  companions  and 
apoilles.     It  was  to  the  poor  he  chiefly  addrefled 
his  difcourfes.     With  thefe  he  principally  lived  and 

converfed  i 
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Converfed,  and  to  their  iinderftandings  was  the  greater 
part  of  his  parables,  his  allufions,  his  reafonings, 
his  precepts,  and  his  exhortations,  moft  kindly  ac- 
commodated. "  He  taught  them  as  one  having  au- 
"  thority,  and  not  as  the  Scribes*."  He  taught  ^^^g!'' 
them  with  a  cleamefs,  a  fimplicity,  a  dignity,  a 
tendernefs  to  which  they  had  never  before  been  ac- 
cuftomed,  infomuch,  that  the  "  common  people 
"  heard  him  gladly ;  they  were  aftonifhed  at  his 
"  do6trine,  they  wondered  at  the  gracious  words 
"  which  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth,  and  they 
"  declared  with  one  voice,  that  never  man  ipake 
"  as  he  fpake  f."  t  .^^^ 

*  '  xu.  37. 

Matth. 
vii.  28. 

Thus  did  our  heavenly  Inftru6lor  moft  exactly  Luke  iv. 

22. 
fulfil  the  predictions  of  the  prophets  and  his  own  John  vii. 

46. 
declarations,     that    he    would    evangelize    to 

THE    POOR.     The  confequence  was   what   might 

naturally  be  expedled  from  a  meafure,  as  full  of 

wifdom  as  it  was  of  humanity,  although  totally 

oppofite  to  the  ufual   pradice  of  moral  teachers. 

In  a  fliort  fpace  of  time  that  gofpel  which  was 

at  firft  preached  more   particularly  to  the  poor^ 

B  was 
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was  embraced  alfo  by  the  rich -j  an^  became  in  a^ 
fi?w  centuries  the  eftabliilied  religion  o£  -the  moft 
powerful  and  extensive  empire  in  the  world^  as 
it  now  is  of  all  the  moft  civilized  and  moft 
enlightened  kingdoms  of  the  earth.  Wherpas 
iipe  renowned  /ages  of  antiquity^  by  purfuing  a 
contrary  courfe,  by  making  it  their  only  objedt  tq 
pleafe,  amufe,  and -inform  the  learned  and ,  the 
great,  were  never  able  with  all;  vUieir  wifdom  and 
eloquence,  to  enlighten  or  reform  a  fmgle  pro- 
vince, or  even^4  fifigle^  ^ity  pf;  ^j,jjQ^e  pr  mag^ 
nitude*.       .....  .,.:.    .,^t  ,,.  -t^,  rli[-,7  [• 


*  Hence  it  is  obyipusTto^remark^  how.rery  unfortunAtely  thofe  wrir 
ters  againft  Chriftianity  have^mployed  their  time  and  labour,  who 
have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  prove  taat  among  the  firft  converts  to 
that  religion,  there  were  but  few  in  proportion  of  any  confiderable 
rank  or  fqrtun^.  This  is  ^^  charge  which  the  ftrft  preachers  of 
the  gofpel  \yere  fo  far  from  wifhing  to.  deny  or  difTemble,  that  they 
t  I  Cor.  openly  avowed  and  glonod  in  Tt  f .  Their  fucceflbrs  have  as  little 
"^  *  reafon  to  be  afraid,  or  afhamfed  of  acknowledging  the  fa£t  as  tliey  had. 
Theyjuftly  confidcr  it  as  one  jproof,  ampng  many  others,  of  that- d'/'v;V 
lusi/dom  which  fuperintended  ajid  conduced  the  progrefs  of  Chriili;inity, 

in 
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We  have  here  then  the  utmoft  encouragement 
to.  tread  in  the  fleps  of  our  divine  Lawgiver,  and 
to  imitate,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  that  method  of  pro- 
pagating his  religion  which  he  adopted,  and  which 
was  atten<ied  with  fuch  fignal  fuccefs.  Although 
it  is  undoubtedly  our  duty  "  to  preach  the  gofpel 
''  to  every  creature  *,"  to  prefs  it  on  all  ranks  of  *  Mark 

•'  /•  xvi.  15% 

people,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poorj  yet  the 
example  of  our  Lord  plainly  calls  upon  us  to 
fliow  a  peculiar  attention  to  thofe  whom  Provi- 
dence has  placed  in  the  humbler  conditions  of  life. 
The  reafons  for  this  are  obvious  :  they  are  the 
fame  which  probably  influenced  our  Saviour's  con- 
du6l  in  this  j'efped:,  and  they  ftill  fubfift  in  their 
full  force.  The  poor  have  in  general  much  fewer 
opportunities  of  learning  their  duty  themfelves 
than  the  wealthy  and  the  great :  their  education 
feldom  qualifies  them,  and  their  conftant  cares  and 
labours  leave  them  but  little  leifure  for  acquiring 

B  2  fufficient 

in  a  way  fo  different  Sf^n.  whzt  /wpn/Ij  nxifeiom  would  have  dl>5lated; 
beginning  with  the  cottage  and  ending  with  the  imperial  throne. 
Falfe  religion  has  generally  reverfed  this  order,  and  has  futceeded 
accordingly. 
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fufficient  religious  knowledge  without  afliftance. 
Their  fpiritual  as  well  as  temporal  necefltties  are  but 
too  often  overlooked,  and  difregarded  by  their  fupe- 
riors,  and  yet  they  form  by  far  the  largefl  and  moft 
necefTary  part  of  the  commuiaity.  Add  to  all  this, 
that  they  are  commonly  much  freer  from  prejudice, 
much  lefs  wedded  to  fyftems  and  opinions,  more 
open  to  eonviclion,  more  anxious  to  obtain  infor- 
mation, and  more  ready  to  embrace  truth,  than  the 
higher  ranks  of  men.  Thefe  circumflances  evi- 
dently point  them  out  as  objeds  highly  worthy  of 
our  utmoft  cai*e  and  diligence,  in  furnifhing  their 
minds  with  thofe  facred  truths,  thofe  rules  of  moral 
and  religious  conduct,  which  are  necellkry  to  render 
them  "  wife  unto  falvation." 

With  this  view  it  was  that  The  Society  for 
PROMOTING  Christian  Knowledge  was  firft 
inflituted.  It  breathes  the  true  fpirk  of  chriftianity, 
and  follows,  at  a  humble  diftance,  the  example  of 
its  divine  Author,  by  diifufing  the  light  of  the  gof- 
pel  more  efpecially  among  the  Poor.  This  is  its 
peculiar  province  and  employment  -,  and  there  are 
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two  ivays  in  which  it  carries  this  benevolent  purpofe 
into  execution. 

^hejirjl  is,  by  encouraging  the  ei'edion  of  cha- 
rity fchools  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  by 
fupplying  them  afterwards  with  proper  religious  in- 
flru6tions,  and  wholefome  rules  for  their  diredlion 
and  good  government.  The  fruit  of  thefe  its  pious 
labours  and  exhortations  in  this  city  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, you  have  now  before  your  eyes.  You 
here  fee  near  five  thoufand  children  coUedled  toge- 
ther from  the  charity  fchools  in  and  about  London 
and  Weftminfter.  A  fpe£lacle  this,  which  is  not, 
perhaps,  to  be  paralleled  in  any  other  country  in  the 
world  J  which  it  is  impoflible  for  any  man  of  the 
leaft  fenfibihty  to  contemplate  without  emotions 
of  tendernefs  and  delight  j  which  we  may  venture 
to  fay,  that  even  our  Lord  himfelf  (who  always 
(hewed  a  remarkable  affe6lion  for  children)  would 
have  looked  on  with  complacency ;  and  which  Ipeaks 
more  forcibly  in  favour  of  this  branch  of  the  So- 
ciety's paternal  care  and  attention,  than  any  argu- 
ments 
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ments  for  it  that  words  could  convey  to  you*.  I 
fhall,  therefore,  only  obferve  on  this  head,  that 
large  as  the  number  is  of  the  charity  children  now 
J)refent  in  this  place,  it  bears  but  a  fmall  proportion 
to  the  whole  number  in  the  fchools  of  Great-Britain 
and  Ireland,  which  exceeds  forty  thoiifand.  And 
when  you  confider  that  tliis  Society  was  the  origin^ 
promoter,  and  has  been  the  conftant  patron  and 
proteftor  of  thefe  fchools,  which  have  fubfifled  now 
for  near  a  century ;  that  the  children  educated  in 
them  are  taken  from  the  mofV  indigent  and  helplefs 
clafs  of  people;  that  confequently,  without  thefe 
fchools,  they  would  probably  have  had  no  education 
at  all ;  and  that  nothing  is  fo  likely  to  preferve  them 
from  idlenefs,  beggary,  profligacy  and  mifery,  as 
imprefling  early  and  flrongly  on  their  unoccupied 

*  The  truflees  of  the  chanty  fchools  obtained  permiffion  this  year 
to  range  the  children  (amounting  to  near  five  thoufand)  in  a  kind  of 
temporary  amphitheatre  under  the  dome  of  St,  Paul's,  where  the  fer- 
vice  was  performed,  and  thefermon  preached,  the  congregation  occupy- 
ing the  area.  The  efFeftof  fo  large  a  number  of  children,  difpofed  in 
that  form,  and  uniting  with  one  voice  in  the  refponfes  and  in  the 
pfalm-finging,  was  wonderfully  pleafing  and  afFeding.  This  prac- 
?ice,  r  underfland,  is  meant  to  be  continued. 
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and  uncorrupted  minds  found  principles  of  piety, 
induftry,  honefty  and  fobriety  ;  you  will  bp  fenfible 
that  the  Society  has  adopted  a  plan  no  lefs  beneficial 
to  the  public,  than  conformable  to  the  fentiments 
of  the  great  Author  of  our  religion,  in  recommend- 
ing charity  fchools  as  one  very  efFedlual  method  of 

PJREACHING  THP  GOSPEL  TO  THE  POOR, 

But  the  Society  goes  ftill  further  than  this.  It 
does  not  confine  its  cares  merely  to  the  childhood  of 
tlie  Poor  i  it  follows  them,  with  unremitted  kind- 
nefs,  through  every  fubfequent  period  of  their  lives. 
^t  is  the  guard  of  their  youth,  the  companion  of 
their  manhood,  the  comfort  of  their  old  age.  The 
principal  part  of  its  employment  is  to  provide,  at  a 
veiy  confiderable  expence,  and  to  difperfe  among 
the  lower  people  of  all  ages  and  occupations,  a  very 
l^ge  number  of  bibles,  common  prayer-books,  and 
fmall  tracts,  on  a  variety  of  religious  fubjecls,  eom- 
pofed  purpofely  for  their  ufe  by  men  of  eminent 
piety  and  ability,  adapted  to  their  capacities,  and 
accommodated  to  all  their  various  fpiritual  wants. 
Jn  thefe  ar$  explained  to  them,  in  the  cle^refl  and 
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moft  familiar  terms,  the  firft  grounds  and  rudiments^ 
of  their  faith,  the  main  evidences  and  moft  eflential 
do6lrines  of  chriftianity,  the  feveral  duties  they  owe 
to  God,  their  neighbour,  and  themfelves,  and  the 
nature  and  benefits  of  the  two  chriftian  facraments. 
By  thefe  alfo  they  are  affifted  in  the  fervice  of  the 
church,  in  their  private  devotions,  in  reading,  un- 
derftanding,  and  applying  the  holy  fcriptures  j  are 
fupported  under  affliflions,  are  guarded  againfl 
temptation,  are  fortified  more  efpecially  againft  thofe 
vices  to  which  the  poor  are  moft  fubje6l,  and  fur- 
niflied  with  proper  cautions  and  arguments,  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  the  artifices  of  popery,  and  the 
delufions  of  enthufiafm. 

This  is  a  fhort  fketch  of  the  feveral  objeds  to 
which  the  governing  members  of  our  Society  have 
dire6led  their  attention,  and  the  provifion  they  have 
made  for  the  inftrucftion  of  the  ignorant  and  the 
poor.  Of  the  little  treatifes  here  alluded'  to,  fome 
might  undoubtedly  be  much  improved,  and  fome, 
perhaps,  might  be  fpared.  But  many  of  them  are 
excellent,  the  greateft  part  extremely  ufeful,  and 

calculated 
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calculated  to  do  efTential  fervice  to  that  rank  of  men 
among  whom  they  are  diftributed.  Nor  is  the  be- 
nevolence of  our  Society  retrained  within  the  limits 
of  this  iflaud  only.  Its  principal  objeft  is  indeed, 
as  it  certainly  ought  to  be,  the  inftrudlion  of  our 
own  poor  ;  but  it  has  occafionally  extended  its  kind 
affiftance  to  other  countries,  both  neighbouring 
and  remote.  It  has  eftablifhed  fchools  and  millions 
in  various  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  for  the  con- 
verfion  and  inftru6lion  of  the  Heathens  5  and  has 
difperfed  among  them  many  religious  tra61:s  in  the 
Malabar  language.  It  has  carried  its  regard  to  the 
Greek  church  in  Paldftine,  Syria,  Mefopotamia, 
Arabia,  and  Egypt.  For  this  pui-pofe  it  has  printed 
the  new  teftament  and  pfalter  in  Arabic,  and  has 
'already  fent  a  large  number  of  both,  with  fome 
other  trad:s,  into  Perfia  and  India.  It  has  pub- 
lifhed  three  feveral  editions  of  the  bible  in  the 
Welfh  language,  and  diftributed  them  through 
every  part  of  Wales,  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  copies.  It  has  made  provifion  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth,  and  the  due  celebration  of  divine 
worfliip,  in  the  Scilly  Iflands,  where  there  was  the 

C  utmofl 
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utmoft  need  of  both ;  and  it  has  Hkewife  printed 
and  difperfed  over  the  Ifle  of  Man  many  thoufand 
copies  of  the  old  and  new  teftament,  of  the  common, 
prayer,  and  other  religious  books,  in  the  vulgai' 
language  of  that  ifland  *. 

By  this  conftant  attention  of  the  managers  of  the 
Society  to  the  fpiritual  wants  of  the  poor  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  at  home,  the 
number  of  religious  tracts  and  books  which  they 
have  diftributed,  from  their  iirft  inftitution  to  this 
day,  is  fo  immenfely  great,  as  almoft  to  exceed 
belief -f-.  And  although,  in  fome  inftances,  the 
fuccefs  of  their  endeavours  has  not  fully  anfwered 
their  expedlations,  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  upon  the  whole  their  labours  have  done  infi* 
nite  fei'vice  to  the  caufe  of  religion.  Indeed,  all  the 
Clergy  who  are  members  of  the  Society,  and  have 
made  a  conftant  and  difcreet  ufe  of  their  trails,  can 

*  See  the  account  of  the  Society's  proceedings  fubjoined  to  this 
fermon. 

f  Even  within  the  laft  fifty  years,  the  number  of  books  and  trafts 
iillributed  by  them  has  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  2,834,371. 

bear. 
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bear,  and  many  of  them  ha'-ce  borne,  ample  tefli- 
mony  to  the  advantages  refulting  from  them.  Next 
to  the  ftated  offices  of  divine  worfhip,  and  the  re- 
gular inftruclions  from  the  pulpit,  it  is  evident, 
that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  excite  and  keep 
alive  a  due  fenfe  of  religion  in  the  minds  of  the 
<:ommon  people,  than  fupplying  them  conftantly 
with  a  variety  of  well-compofed  and  vvell-chofen  re- 
ligious treatifes,  each  of  them  judicioufly  adapted  to 
their  refpecfive  necefiities.  It  fupplies,  in  fome  de- 
gree, the  want  of  tliat  moft  ufeful  branch  of  mini- 
fterial  duty  which  has,  I  fear,  of  late  years,  grown 
but  too  much  into  difufe,  perfinal  conference  with 
cur  par ijhi oners ;  for  which,  unlefs  we  have  fome 
fuch  fubflitute  as  this,  we  fhall  find,  probably,  that 
our  public  inftrudions  will  produce  much  lefs  effect 
than  they  naturally  ou^ht. 

There  is  another  argument  for  the  diflribution  of 
fmall  religious  tra6ls  among  the  common  people, 
which  has,  I  think,  confiderable  weight.  It  ap- 
pears, that  this  is  the  very  mode  made  ufe  of  by  two 
of  our  molt  formidable  enemies, ,  I  mean,  Infidels 
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and  Papifts  5  by  the  one  to  corrupt  religion,  and  by 
the  other  to  deftroy  it.  There  are  undoubted  proofs 
that  the  former  recommend,  and  praftife  it,  as  the 
moft  effe6lual  method  of  difleminating  irreligioii 
among  all  ranks  of  people*  -,  and  we  know,  from  our 
own  experience  in  this  country,  that  the  lattei-  are  in- 
defatigable in  difperfmg  a  multitude  of  little  books, 
moft  artfully  compofed,  in  defence  of  the  feveral 
fuperftitious  dodlrines  of  their  church,  in  order  to 
impofe  on  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar,  and  feduce 
them  into  their  communion -f-. 

*  It  is  certain,  that  M.  Voltaire,  in  particular,  has  written  innu- 
merable little  pieces  againfl.  Revelation;  that  he  jprided  himfelf  great- 
ly in  having  found  out  this  mt^odi  oi  enlightening  'the^orld;  and  that' 
he  was  highly  applauded  by  Mr.  D'AIembert  aitd  ofhers,-  for  the  w^' 
dom  and  prudeccfi  of  his  conduft  in  this  refpeft. 

f  The  induflry  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  In  fupplying  their  people 
with  a  vaft  variety  of  fmall  trafts  on  religious  fubjefls,  is  no  fecret. 
In  a  funeral  difcourfe  lately  publiftied  en  the  death  of  an  emlhent 
divine  of  the  Roijniih  church>  Rifhard  Chalcnex,^vj\va  is  Cfjli^d  -^iftpot, 
ofDebra,  and  ApoftoUc  Vifo^  of  the  London  Diftriil,  maylie/eep  &  lill 
of  near  forty  Poplm  tradts,  in  recommendation  of  his  rfeagion,  which 
iv^erealUhe  pfotJuceofKisiingKpeh-.'  -••'  ^^   Aih  UlAl   ^cIC^k^ 

-     '    -^        ,  ,  •    '      •     ■  -       r-i  -I 
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Let  us  then  endeavour  to  foil  our  enemies  at 
their  own  weapons,  which  will  furely  prove  more  ' 
powerful,  and  more  fuccefsful,  in  the  hands  of 
truth,  than  in  thofe  of  error ;  and  let  us,  with  that 
view,  give  all  pofllble  encouragement  to  a  Society, 
which  is  inftituted  for  the  very  purpofe  of  furnifh- 
ing  us  with  a  conftant  fupply  of  the  beft  helps  to- 
wards counteracting  the  pernicious  defigns  of  thofe 
who  "  fet  themfelves  againft  us  j"  who  make  ufe  of 
every  artifice  to  deprive  us  of  all  religion,  or  to  in- 
troduce a  coj^rupt  one. 

Inconfiderable  and  trivial  as-  the  little  treatifes 
diiperfed  by  the  Society  may  feem,  yet  it  is  by  the 
repeated  efforts  of  fuch  fmall  inflruments  as  thefe,. 
that  the  greateft  effects  are  often  produced.  Their 
numbers,  their  plainnefs,  and  their  cheapnefs,  v/ill 
give  them  a  force  and  efficacy,  and  extent  of  circu- 
lation, which  much  moa'e  voluminous  and  more 
laboured  compoiition^  may  not  be  able  to  acquire  •, 
juft'&sw^  fee- tlfiat  the-,loweft(^nd  hunibLell,  and  moft 
nuHrterous  bodies  of  inen,  -no4::^h^opulQnt^nd  fplen^ 
6  did 
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did  few  are  thofe  that  conftitute  the  real  flrength  and 
vveahh  of  the  community. 

It  has  been  frequently  alTerted,  that  it  is  philo- 
sophy, MODERN  PHILOSOPHY,  which  has  enlight- 
ened and  improved  mankind.  But  whom  has  it 
enlightened  and  improved  ?  A  fmall  knot,  perhaps, 
of  wits  and  philofophers,  and  learned  men  j  but 
how  have  the  multitude^  the  bulk  of  the  people, 
thofe  who  really  conftitute  the  worldy  been  enlight- 
ened and  improved  ?  Do  they  read  the  works  of 
Bolingbroke,  of  D' Alembert,  of  Hume,  or  of 
Raynal  ?  Thanks  be  to  God  thofe  elaborate  and 
bulky  compofitions  are  equally  beyond  their  under- 
ftandings  to  comprehend,  their  leifure  to  perufe, 
and  their  ability  to  purchafe.  Moft  fortunately  for 
mankind,  the  mifchief  of  fuch  writings  is  confined 
(comparatively  ipeaking)  to  a  very  narrow  circle, 
which  their  admirers,  however,  are  pleafed  to  dig- 
nify with  the  name  of  the  loorld.  The  vulgar,  the 
vile  populace,  fo  far  are  thofe  great  philofophers 
from  defiling  to  inftru^  and  reform,  that  they 

think 
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think  them  utterly  unworthy  of  a  reafonable  religion^ 
This  the  mofl  eminent  of  their  fraternity  has  de- 
clared in  exprefs  terms  *.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Author  of  our  religion  declares,  that  he  came  to 
PREACH  THE  GOSPEL  TO  THE  POOR.  Herc  then  you 
fee  oppofed  to  each  other  the  fpirit  of  Christia- 
nity and  the  fpirit  of  philosophy.  Judge  ye,  for 
yourfelvcs,  which  is  mofl  worthy  of  God  and  benefi- 
cial to  man,  and  make  your  choice  accordingly.  If 
you  take  philosophy  for  your  guide,  you  will 
defpife  the  humble  employment  of  difFufmg  religious 
knowledge  among  the  common  people ;  but  if  you 
chufe  Christ  for  your  mafler,you  will  give  a  proof 
of  it  this  day,  by  patronizing  a  Society  that  forms 


*  Mr.  Voltaire  fpeaking  of  certain  fuperftitious  {t&s  in  China,  has 
thefe  very  remarkable  words:  Ces  fedles  font  tolerees  a.  la  Chine 
pour  Vufage  du  Vulgaire,  comma  des  alimens  grofliers  faits  pour  le 
nourrirj  tandis  que  les  magiftrats  &  les  lettres,  fepares  en  tout  du 
peuple,  fe  nouriffent  d'une  fubftance  plus  pure.  "^Il/emble  en  effet  que 
la  populace  ne  merite  pas  une  religion  raijonnahle. 

Effai  fur  I'Hiftoire  Generale,    Tom.  i.  p.  33,  34. 

itfelf 
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itfelf  on  his  model,  and  profeflcs  to  carry  on  the 
great  work  of  reformation  which  He  begun,  in  the 
very  way  which  he  pointed  out,  by  preaching 

THE  GOSPEL  TO  THE  POOR. 


THE       END. 
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Be    not    weary    in    well    doing. 


TH  E  l^onor.r  of  being  thus  called  to  plead 
the  caufe  of  a  Society,  whofe  reputation 
muft  run  coeval  with  that  of  relieion  and 
virtue,  is  fomewhat  qualified  by  the  confideration? 
that  the  fubjecfl  has  been  already  treated  by  fo  many 
perfons  of  fuperior  eminence  and  ability.  The 
motives  that  have  place  in  compofitions  of  other 
kinds,  can  have  none  here  j  fmce  in  vain  would  it 
be  for  the  preacher  to  hope,  that  he  fhall  be  able 
cither  to  invent  new  matter,  or  polifh  the  old  into 
new  beauty  and  luflre. 

Difcouraging,  however,  as  this  i-efle6lion  may  at 
firft  fight  appear,  it  affords  no  folid  reafon  why 

fuch 
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fuch  anniverfaries  flioiild  be  difcontiniied  or  flights 
ed.     SuccefTive  generations  of  men  require  fuccef- 
five  information ;  and  the  fame  men,  though  they 
may  want  to  be  informed  but  once,  may  want  often 
to  be  rein'mdcd.     Good  impreflionSj  v/e  know,  arc 
impaired  in  much  lefs  time  than  that  of  a  year,  by 
the  cares  and  pleafures  of  life,  and  need  therefore 
to  be  frequently  retouched.     Many  hear  with  morq 
elTe6l  than  they  read :  many  alfo  may  hear,  who 
do  not  read  at  all :  and  of  thofe  who  do  read,  num- 
bers may  read  a  new  fermon,  who  never  read  the', 
old  (though  *'  the  old  be  better  j")  and  by  coming 
into  new  hands,  it  may  procure  us  new  friends  and 
allies.     Frefh  hints,  and  thofe  of  confequence,  may 
be  afforded  by  the  occurences  and  publications  of 
the  times.     Frefh  accounts  are  communicated  of 
the  progrefs  made,  to  encourage  the  defponding  * 
or  of  the  farther  fupplies  requifite,    to  give  the. 
opulent  and  generous  an  opportunity  of  furnifli- 
ing  them. 

It  is  matter  of  general  complaint,  that  the  fer^ 
vor  and  zeal  which,  at  the  commencement  of  a 

cha- 
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tharitable  inflitution,  difFufed  warmth  and  fplen- 
dor  on  all  around,  are  but  too  apt,  by  degrees, 
to  languifh  and  die  away,  unlefs  fome  expedient 
be  employed  periodically  to  revive  and  cherifli 
the  holy  flame.  Let  me  congratulate  the  Society 
on  the  additional  circumftances  of  folemnity,  de- 
vifed,  with  equal  benevolence  and  tafte,  to  grace 
their  anniverfary,  in  the  place  where  v/e  are  now 
afTembled.  The  eyes  and  ears  of  all  prefent  will 
atteft  the  propriety  with  _which  they  have  been 
adapted  to  anfvver  the  purpofe  in  view. 

And  refpe<5ling  that  part  of  the  entertainment 
to  be  provided  by  the  preacher,  it  is  but  doing  juf- 
tice  to  the  fubje6t  to  fay,  that  though  in  itfelf  old, 
and  "  what  we  have  heard  from  the  beginning," 
to  the  well-difpofed  mind  it  is  ever  new.  No  man 
is  the  lefs  pleafed  to  receive  a  vilit  from  a  much- 
loved  friend,  on  the  account  of  his  having  received 
tnany  before.  No  man  naufeates  the  meal  of  to- 
day, becaufe  one  compofed  of  the  like  falutary  vi- 
ands was  ferved  up  to  him  a  year  ago.  Should 
he  do  fo,  we  well, know  where  the  fault  mufl  lie; 

not 
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not  in  the  quality  of  the  meat,  but  in  the  appetite 
of  the  eater. 

To  prevent  any  thing  of  the  kind  from  taking 
place,  let  us  ftrengthen  and  encourage  one  another 
by  applying,  as  we  may  with  great  propriety  do, 
the  exhortation  of  the  Apoftle  to  thofe  who  are 
engaged  in  forwarding  the  defigns  of  the  Society. 
Let  us  endeavour  to  ihew,  that  all  fuch  are  engaged 
in  ivell-doifig^  and  therefore,  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  weary. 

Manifold,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world,  are 

the  wants  of  mankind  j    and  the  virtues  of  one 

part  of  the  fpecies  confill:  much  in  relieving  the  ne- 

cefTities  of  the  other.     It  is  the  leading  feature  -in 

his  character,  on  whom  angelic  as  well  as  human 

fpirits  are  dire61ed  to  fix  their  attention,  that  "  He 

"  went  about,  doing  good ;"    in  other  words,  as 

the  explanation  immediately  follows,  "  healing  all 

•A^sx,  3S.  "  that  vvere  opprefled  of  the  devil  *,"  and  afflided 

with  the  maladies  and  calamities  introduced  into  the 

world  by  fin,  of  which  that  evil  fpirit  was  the  author. 

An  idea  of  a  fimilar  nature  is  always  fuppofed  to  be 

con* 
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conveyed,  when  we  fay  of  any  perfon  departed, 
that  "  he  did  much  good  in  his  Hfe-time."  Nay, 
to  the  great  Governor  of  the  Univerfe,  we  have  no 
other  way  of  giving  the  glory  due,  than  by  pro- 
claiming, as  we  are  enjoined  to  do,  that  "  Jehovah 
"  is  good,  and  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over 
"  all  his  works*."  Godhke  are  the  labours  of *pf.cxiv. 9. 
Charity  ;  and  they,  who  are  employed  in  them, 
are,  without  all  doubt,  employed  in  well-doing. 

The  external  indigence  of  our  fellow-creatures 
as  it  ilrikes  direflly  upon  our  fenfes,  is  apt  to  b^ 
firft  and  principally  noticed.     The  cafe  of  a  bro- 
ther or  a  filler,  deftitute  of  food  and  raiment,  of 
habitation,  health,  and  comfort,  calls  upon  us,  for 
commiferation  and  affiflance,    in  a  voice  fcarcely 
to  be  refilled  by  the  maji,  much  lefs   by  the  Chrif- 
tian.     And  to  the    praiie  of  our  age  and  nation 
be  it  fpoken,  no  pains  are  fpared  to  relieve  all  fuch 
objedls  of  bodily  diftrefs. 

But  the  plan  of  the  Society  ejetends  farther,  and 
penetrates  deeper  into  the  conflitution  of  human 
nature.     It  enters  the  cottage  of  clay,  and  reaches 

b  the 
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the  inhabitant  contained  within,  the  immortal  guefl 
doomed   for  a  while  to  fojourn  here  below  ;  fac- 
couring  the  infirmities  and  necefiities,    to  which, 
during  fuch  its  temporary  abode  upon  earth,  the 
foul  of  man  is  become  fubje6l.     For  there  is  an 
inward  and  fpiritual,  as  well  as  an  outward  and 
vifible  poverty ;  and  that  we  may  conceive  proper 
ideas  of  the  former,  the  facred  writers  have  de- 
fcribed  it  under  figures  and  images  borrowed  from 
the  latter.     There  is  a  fpecies  of  food  neceflary  for 
the  fupport  of  the  mind,  after  which  it  is  faid  to 
"  hunger  and  thirft."     There  are  garments,  with 
which  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  appear  cloathed :  and 
there  is  a  ftate  of  the  foul,  which,  through  all  its 
pov/ers  and  faculties,  is  a  ftate  of  health  and  fal- 
vation.     Nothing  of  a  corporeal  kind  was  certainly 
intended  in  that  reproof  given  by  the  Spirit  to  the 
church   of   Laodicea — "  Thou  fayeft  I  am   rich, 
''  and  increafed  in  goods,  and  have  need  of  no- 
"  thing  J  and  knoweft  not  that  thou  art  wretch- 
"  ed,  and  miferable,    and  poor,    and  bfind,    and 
*Rev.iii.i7.^«  naked'*."     An  attention  to  this  intelledual dif- 
trefs  and  mifery,  and  the  proper  methods  of  re- 
lieving them,  is  excellent  in  proportion  to  the  value 
4  ^ 
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of  the  fubjecfl,    and  the  more  dangerous    confe- 

quences  of  their  being  negleded ;    and  therefore 

conflitutes  the  fubUmer  part  of  Charity.     When 

Chrift  healed  bodily  difeafes,  he  did  it  principally 

that  he  might  manifeft  his  ability  to  heal  thofe  that 

are  fpiritual. — "  That  ye  may  know  the  Son  of 

"  Man  hath  power  upon  earth  to  forgive  fins,  (he 

"  faith  to  the  fick  of  the  palfy)  Arife,  take  up  thy 

''  bed,  and  go  to  thine  houfe*."     With  particular  *  xMatt, 

diforders  of  the  bodily  frame  fome  are  afflidted,  and 

fome  are  not :  and  they  whom  our  Lord  healed  of 

one,  yet  died  afterwards  of  another.     The  faying 

in  which  /?//  men  are  interefted,  and  which  ought 

therefore  "  of  all  men  to  be  received,"  is,  "  that 

"  Jefus  Chrid  eame  into  the  world  to  save  Sin- i  i  rim. 

"    NERS  +."  '•  ''^"• 

But  furely  in  vain  did  4ie  come,  unlefs  the  bioiV' 
lege  of  this  falvation  be  conveyed  to  thofe  whom 
it  concerns.  :  This  knowlege  is  not  born  \lith  us, 
nor  are  we  to  expedl  it  by  infpiration  from  above. 
Heaven  has  revealed  it  once,  but  left  it  from  thence* 
forth  to  be  communicated  by  man  to  man.  Pie 
whofe  lamp  has  been  kindled,  is  enjoined  to  kindle 

b  2  thof& 
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thofe  of  his  defcendants,  that  fo  the  Gofpcl  may 
run  and  be  glorified,  to  the  end  of  time.  This 
indeed  has  been  the  procefs  ordained  from  the  be- 
ginning :  for  of  the  patriarchal  religion,  derived 
from  Adam  by  tradition,  may  that  be  faid,  which 
the  Pfaimift  hath  faid  of  the  fame  religion  in  fum 
and  fubflance,  as  it  was  republiflied  in  writing  by 
Mofes.  '*  God  eftabliflied  a  teftimony,  he  ap- 
"  pointed  a  law,  which  he  commanded  our  fa- 
''  thers  that  they  fliould  make  known  to  their  chil.* 
"  dren,  that  the  generation  to  come  might  know 
"  them,  even  the  children  which  iliould  be  born, 
**  who  fhould  arife  and  declare  them  to  their  chiU 
*?  dren  ^  that  they  might  fet  their  hope  in  God, 
"  and  not  forget  the  works  of  God,  but  keep  his 

•Pf.lxxviii.  "  commandments  *." 
S'  6,  7- 

Through  the  degeneracy  and  apoftafy  of  nations, 
lofing  the  knowlege  originally  imparted  to  their 
anceftors,  it  will  fometiraes  happen,  that  parents 
can  no  longer  inftraft  their  progeny,  or  educate 
them  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord, 
in  which  they  themfelves  perhaps  have  not  been 
educated.  Ignorance,  inftead  of  knowlege,  is 
3  then 


at  St.  ]  ^-^HEDRAL,  London.  p 

then  tranf-nittea  U'^^.±i  generation  to  generation,  of 
which  each  grows  worfe^  than  the  preceding ;  till, 
at  length,  "  darknefs  covers  the  land,  and  grofs 
"  darknefs  the  inhabitants  thereof*;"  a  darknefs  *  ifai.  i  v.  2. 
that  may  indeed  be  Je/t,  and  that  ought  to  be  be- 
wailed, as  it  is  a  fare  forerunner  of  ruin  and  exci- 
fion. — "  My  people  are  deflroyed  for  lack  of  knovv- 
*'  lege :  becaufe  thou  haft  rejected  knowlegc,  I  will 
"  alfo  rejc6l  thee;  feeing  thou  haft  forgotten  the 
"  law  of  thy  God,  I  will  alfo  forget  thy  children  f ."  ^  Uof.  ]v.  6. 

But  fuppofe  this  not  altogether  the  cafe,  it  is 
among  the  evils  of  external  poverty,  and  one  of  the 
greateft  of  thofe  evils,  to  be  the  caufe  of  that  other 
poverty,  which  is  internal.  The  poor,  unlefs  care 
be  taken  of  them  in  this  refpe6l  by  the  rich,  are  by 
that  very  circumftance  often  deprived  of  the  means 
of  knowlege.  Much  of  their  time  is  of  necefiity 
otherwife  employed ;  and  when  they  enjoy  any  lit- 
tle intervals  of  leifure,  opportunities  and  inftruflors 
are  wanting. 

It  may  be  faid,  perhaps,  "  What  occafion  have 
"  the  poor  for  knowlege  ?"  For  knowlege  of  many 

kind?j 
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kinds,  Done  at  all :  they  are  better  without  it : 
ignorance  for  them  is  preferable.  But  there  is  an 
ignorance — that  above-mentioned — which  is  at- 
tended with  efFe6ls  very  prejudicial  to  the  welfare  of 
fociety  in  this  world,  and  that  of  individuals  in  the 
next — productive  of  vice  and  ill  manners,  of  con- 
fufion,  and  every  evil  work.  Good  may  be  known, 
without  being  praClifed  ;  but  it  cannot  be  pradlifed^ 
if  it  be  not  known. 

*'  If  we  enquire"— fays  a  late  writer,  in  his  ad- 
mirable treatife  on  the  fub^ed  of  the  Poor — •'*  If  we 
^'  enquire  into  the  flate  of  thofe  countries,  where 
"  the  people  are  grofsly  ignorant,  we  fhall  find  the 
"  mofc  unhappy  confequences  arifmg  from  their 
"  deplorable  fituation.  The  favages  in  America 
"  are  but  in  a  fmall  decree  raifed  above  the  irra- 
"  tional  tribes;  the  populace  in  Portugal,  whofc 
"  v/hole  knowlege  confiflis  in  a  credulous  fuperfti- 
"  tion,  are  now  the  moll  cruel  and  barbarous  peo- 
*^  pie  in  Europe ;  and  the  lower  clafs  in  London, 
"  who  are  in  general  very  ignorant,  are  ripe  for 
"  every  crime.  Had  the  fame  degree  of  knowlege, 
"-  of  which  fome  complain  as  improper  for  the 

."  commonalty. 
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commonalty,  been  imparted  to  them,  there  is 
reafon  to  believ^  it  would  have  civilized  their 
manners,  and  corrected  their  morals.  Some  of 
our  late  eloquent  and  judicious  hiftorians  have 
fet  in  a  very  flriking  view  the  barbarity  and  mi- 
fery  of  the  middle  ages,  arifing  almofl  wholly 
from  the  ignorance  which  then  overfpread  Eu- 
rope. 


"  Wherever  grofs  ignorance  prevails,  there  either 
"  grofs  vices  or  abfolute  fbupidity  will  abound,  It 
**  is  by  a  fchool  education  chiefly  that  we  receive 
*'  the  rudiments  of  knowlege.  Though  men  may 
*'  be,  and  it  is  hoped  are  improved  by  public  dif- 
"  courfes,  yet,  unlefs  they  have  received  fome  pre- 
*•  vious  inftruclion,  they  can  reap  but  little  benefit 
^'  from  them.  It  appears  then  to  be  an  object  of 
"  great  importance  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  in- 
^'  dividuals,  that  the  meanefl  of  the  people  fhould 
"  be  taught  to  read,  and  be  inflru6led  in  the  duties 
^'  of  religion  and  morality.  This  feems  to  be  one 
"  of  the  moft  necellary  fleps  towards  the  civilizing 
'^^  of  a  country ;  and  this  inllrudlion  may  be  given 
['  at  an  early  period,  before  they  are  fit  for  labour, 

"  or 
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"  or  at  times  when  they  are  not  other  wife  em- 
"  ployed*/' 

There  mufl  ever  be  in  all  communities  a  confi- 
derable  majority  of  poor,  to  perform  the  various 
labours  of  life.  In  return  for  their  temporals,  v/e 
ihould  communicate  to  them  of  our  fpirituals. 
If  they,  by  their  labours,  furnifh  us  with  "  the 
•'  meat  that  perifheth,"  it  is  but  reafonable  that 
we,  efpeeially  as  it  can  be  done  without  much  la- 
bour, fhould  fupply  them  with  "  that  meat  which 
"  endureth  for  ever."  If  they  "  give  us  to  drink,", 
we  fliould  in  return  prefent  them  with  '*  the  water 
'*  fpringing  up  unto  eternal  life."  Their  fpiritual 
necefiities  are  the  fame  v/ith  thofe  of  the  rich ;  they 
have  equally  fouls  to  be  faved,  and  iland  therefore 
equally  in  need  of  the  knowlege  requifite  to  favc 
them* 

This  being  perfedlly  known  to  the  God  of  the 
fpirits  of  all  fiefli,  he  has  not  been  unmindful  of 
them  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  grace,  but  has  a- 
dapted  his  Gofpel  to  the  wants  of  all  alike. 

*  M'Faila,n's  Inquiries  concerning  the  Poor,  p.  246. 

The 
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The  evidence,  on  which  it's  authority  Hands,   is 
not  veiled  from  vulgar  fight  by  the  clouds  of  meta- 
physeal fubtlety ;  it  depends  not  on  intricate  argu- 
ments, and  tedious  confequences,  which  the  poor 
have  neither  leifure  to  ftudy,  nor  ability  to  under- 
ftand.     Jefus  could  not  have  performed  the  miracles 
which  he  did  perform,  unlefs  God  had  been  with 
him  ;  and  if  God  were  with  him,  then  the  do6lrines 
taught  by  him,  under  the  fanftion  of  thofe  mira- 
cles, were  alfo  of  God.     The  Apoftles  believed  in 
him,  becaufe  they  fav/  his  mighty  works  3  and  we 
believe  them   when  they  tell   us  fo,  becaufe  they 
could  not  have  deceived  the  world  if  they  would, 
and  would  not  have  done  it  if  they  could.     A  little 
plain  common  fenfe  fees  all  this  3  and  more  need 
not   be   feen,    to    induce  any  man  to    become  a 
Chriflian. 

As  the  evidence  is  ftated,  (o  the  doctrines  of  fal- 
vation  are  taught,  with  a  condefcenfion  to  the  capa- 
cities of  all.  To  render  them  at  the  fame  time  in- 
telligible and  agreeable,  they  are  delivered  in  the 
pleafmg  form  of  hiftory,  aad  illultrated  by  com- 
parifons  and  fimilitudes  taken  from  the  moil  fami- 

c  liar 
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liar  obje<5ls  in  the  natural  world,  and  the  concerns 
of  ordinary  life.  A  poor  man  is  thus  taught,  in  a 
week,  more  than  philofophy  could  teach  thofe  that 
were  mofl  learned  in  it,  for  a  feries  of  ages :  he  is 
taught  to  know  God,  and  his  various  difpenfations 
to  mankind :  and  with  rcfpe(ft  to  morals,  and  the 
duties  of  fociety,  he  is  taught — what  every  wife 
government  would  wifli  that  it's  citizens  might  all 
be  taught. 

Accordingly,  we  find  it  given  as  one  mark  of  the 
divinity  of  the  Gofpel,  and  as  the  circumftance 
which  difcriminates  it  from  the  wifdom  of  the 
world,  that  it  was  preached  by  Chrift  and  his  A- 
poftles  to  the  poor.  Not  for  the  reafons  infmuated 
by  unbelievers,  ancient  and  modern,  that  they  were 
either  afraid  or  afhamed  to  preach  it  to  the  rich  and 
the  learned  j  but  becaufe  the  former  were  clear  from 
many  prejudices  and  evil  paflions  which  adhered  to 
the  latter,  and  therefore  were  better  difpofed  to  re- 
ceive it.  Thefe  received  it  firft,  and  had  the  honour 
to  lead  the  way  to  the  others,  who  followed  after, 
in  due  time,  from  every  rank  and  order  of  life,  as 
they  could  be  brought  to  give  it  a  fair  and  impar- 
4  tial 


at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London.  15 

tial  hearing.  But  be  it  ever  remembered,  when  this 
argument  is  under  difcuflion,  that  the  truth  of 
God  muft  finally  reft  upon  it's  proper  evidence,  and 
not  upon  the  incident  of  it's  being  accepted  or  re- 
je61cd  by  thofe  to  whom  it  is  propofed.  Such  ac- 
ceptance or  rejection  muft  afterwards  be  accounted 
for,  from  the  different  tempers,  difpofitions,  and 
circumftanccs  of  mankind.  And  it  requires  but  a 
very  moderate  degree  of  acquaintance  with  human 
nature,  to  aflign  adequate  reafons,  why,  when  the 
fame  doclrine  is  preached  to  two  different  perfons, 
one  ftiould  put  it  from  him,  and  depart  "  forrow- 
**  ful,"  while  the  other  embraces  it,  and  "  goes 
*'  on  his  way  rejoicing." 

If  it  be  enquired,  "  Whether  the  poor  be  capable 
^'  of  making  any  confiderable  proficiency  in  the 
"  fchool  of  Chrift  ?"  Experience  will  anfwer  in  the 
affirmative.  With  a  little  plain  inftruction,  they 
can  apprehend  the  articles  of  faith  as  contained  in 
the  Apoftles'  Creed,  and  the  rules  of  practice  as  laid 
down  in  the  Commandments.  They  can  learn  to 
truft  in  God,  their  Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Sandli- 
fier :  they  can  give  him  thanks  for  what  they  have, 
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and  pray  to  him  for  what  they  want.  They  cati 
love  their  Saviour,  and  for  his  fake  fhew  kindnefs 
to  their  brethren,  whom  he  has  redeemed.  One 
may  often  behold,  among  the  lower  ranks,  that 
attention  to  the  diftrelles  of  each  other,  that  earneft 
defire,  and,  what  is  of  more  worth,  that  unwearied 
endeavour,  to  remove  or  alleviate  them,  which  do 
credit  to  the  human  heart,  wherever  they  are  found. 
A  poor  perfon,  after  labouring  through  the  day, 
will  pafs  the  night  in  watching  with  a  fick  neigh- 
bour J  while  the  rich  purfue  their  pleafures,  the 
fcholar  retires  to  his  library,  and  the  virtuofo  to  his 
cabinet,  fafe  from  the  importunity  of  the  wretched, 
and  where  the  voice  of  mifery  never  penetrates^ 
Let  not  the  pride  of  wealth  or  fcience  look  down 
with  contempt  upon  the  poor,  fmce  they  often  pof- 
fefs  and  exhibit  that  charity  which  is  the  end  of 
knowlege,  the  comfort  of  fociety,  the  balm  of  life ; 
and  by  his  proficiency  in  which,  every  man  is  to  be 
tried,  at  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. — "  Hath 
''  not  GOD  chofen  the  poor  ?"  Let  not  MAN^ 
then,  "  defpife  them."  . 

Upon  thefe  grounds  it  is,  that  the  Society  has 

been  employed,  for  near  a  century,  in  dificminating 

3  chriflian 
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Chriftian  Knowlege  among  the  poor.     Thoufands 
and  ten  thoufands  of  children  have  been  fnatched 
from  the  jaws  of  ruin,  from  ignorance  and  vice, 
and  educated  in  tlie  fear  of  God,  in  the  Charity- 
Schools    originally   foflered   and   reared,    through 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  by  their  parental  care, 
and  which  at  this  time  contain  above  forty  thou- 
land.    To  this  part  of  the  plan  the  following  tefti- 
mony  is  borne  by  a  celebrated  prelate,  in  a  charge 
delivered  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  171 6,  though  pub- 
liflied  only  a  few  months  fince.     He  is  Ipeaking  of 
the  great  and  neceflary  duty  of  catcchifmg — "  The 
*'  late   encouragers    of    Charity -Schools   are   never 
"  enough  to  be  commended  for  their  care  and  dili- 
*'  gence  on  this  head,  by  which  they  have  defervcd 
"  well  of  God  and  man,  and  have  done  the  church 
"  of  England  and  the  pure  religion  of  Chrift  ex- 
"  cellent  fervice ;  and  verily  they  fliall  not  fail  of 
"  their  reward  J." 

A  multitude  of  Bibles,  Common-Prayer-Books, 
and  a  variety  of  Religious  Tra6ls,  adapted  to  the 

\  The  learned  and  eloquent  Bifhcp  Atterbury's  Charge  to  the 
Diocefe  of  Rochefter,  in  Mr.  Nichols's  publication  of  The  Epiftolafy 
Correfpondsnce,  i^c.  Vol.  II.  p.  260. 
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capacities  and  fpiritual  exigencies  of  the  poor, 
amounting,  within  the  fpace  of  the  laft  fifty  years 
only,  to  near  three  miUions,  have  been  printed  and 
diftributed  by  the  Society,  not  only  through  Eng- 
land and  every  part  of  Wales,  the  ifles  of  Scilly, 
and  of  Man,  but  their  care  has  been  extended  to 
the  Greek  church  in  Paledine,  Syria,  Mefopotamia, 
Arabia,  and  Egypt,  as  well  as  to  the  converlion  of 
the  Heathens  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  Vv^here  Schools  and 
Miflions  have  been  eflabliflied  for  that  puipofe. 
Tranflations  of  the  proper  books  having  been  made, 
the  inhabitants  of  tliefe  different  countries  have  had 
opportunities  of  hearing  and  celebrating,  "  every 
"  one  in  his  own  language,  the  wonderful  works 
«  of  God." 

I  do  not  enlarge  upon  thefe  feveral  objecls  of 
the  Society's  bounty,  becaufe,  in  general,  the  world, 
is  now  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  them  ; 
and  the  particulars  may  be  feen  in  the  annual  ac- 
count of  it's  proceedings.  That  much  good  has 
been  efFe6led,  is  known  to  all  thofe  who  have  been 
concerned  in  carrying  thefe  benevolent  defigns  into 
execution,  or  who  have  by  any  means  happened  to 
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fall  within  the  reach  of  their  influence ;  bat  how 
much,  it  never  will,  nor  can  be  known,  till  mani- 
fefted  by  that  day,  which  (hall  manifefl  all  things. 
The  diligence  of  the  hufbandman,  with  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  feed  fown,  will  then  bell 
appear,  when  the  harveft  fhall  crown  his  toil,  and 
"  the  valleys  ftand  fo  thick  with  corn,  that  they 
*'  lliall  laugh  and  fmg." 

Thus  engaged  in  well-doing,  be  not  ye,  therefore, 
weary  ;  "  for  in  due  time  ye  fhall  reap,  if  ye  faint 
"  not."  Look  back  with  joy  and  pleafure  on  what 
has  been  done ;  look  forward  with  hope  and  confi- 
dence on  what  may  be  done.  The  adverfary  is  not 
weaiy  of  exerting  his  endeavours  to  fupprefs  and  ex- 
tinguiili  the  religious  fpirit  among  us  i  be  not  ye 
weary  of  exerting  yours  (as  they  always  have  been 
exerted)  to  cherifii  and  fupport  it;  Confider  the 
profpe6l  which  prefented  itfelf  to  the  firfl  preachers 
of  the  Gofpel,  when  they  entered  upon  the  tafk  of 
promoting  Chrijlian  Knowlege-y  and  confider  the  event: 
remember  the  innjtard-feed^  and  view  the  tree  which 
it  has  produced.  Ye  are  fellow-labourers  with  them  j 
and  according  to  the  meafures  of  his  grace,  and  the 
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courfe  of  his  difpenfations,  Chrift  will  be  with  you^ 
as  he  was  with  them.  Apoflolical  is  your  work,  and 
fuitable  will  be  your  reward.  Go  on,  then,  and 
profper,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  j  looking  forward 
to  that  triumphant  hour,  when  the  fcene  (hall  open, 
of  which  that  now  before  us  may  ferve  to  convey 
fome  faint  refemblance ;  when  the  innumerable 
company  of  thofe  refcued  by  your  charity  from  the 
hands  of  the  deftroyer,  and  numbered  among  the 
children  of  God,  fliall  be  feen  clothed  in  the  robes 
of  righteoufnefs  and  falvation,  arranged  in  fhining 
circles  around  the  throne,  and  heard  finging  Glory 
to  their  Redeemer,  who  fitteth  thereon,  for  ever 
and  ever. 
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GO  YE  AND  TEACH  ALL  NATIONS AND  LO,  I  AM 

WITH  YOU  ALWAY  EVEN  UNTO  THE  END  OF 
THE  WORLD. 

THIS  promife  of  our  Blefled  Lord  is  upon 
us  at  this  moment  j — aflembled  as  we  are 
to  execute  the  command,  we  are  un- 
doubtedly obje6ls  of  the  blelling.  The  command 
is  univerfal,  the  prcmife  is  perpetual  j  and  as  far  as 
we  are  engaged  in  the  performance  of  the  one, 
without  any  regard  to  worldly  motives,  we  are  en- 
titled to  the  reward  of  the  other,  in  as  full  a  fenie. 
as  it  was  enjoyed  by  the  Apoftles  themfelves.- 

Gheering  and  delightful  as  is  the  profpefl  pre- 
fented  to  us  by  the  aflemblage  of  fo  many  thoufand 
infant  chriftians,  it  is  but  one  ][mrt  of  the  enlarged 
fcheme  conceived  by  the  Society  which  commands 
•my   fervices   upon  the  folemnity  of  this  day^   a 
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fcheme  which  it  is  my  duty  to  unfold,  and  to 
which,  with  the  divine  afliftance,  I  wifh  to  conciU- 
ate  the  protedion  and  approbation  of  every  ferious 
member  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Tlie  advancement  of  our  holy  religion,  naturally 
coincides  with  the  three  diflin6t  views  of  the  Society. 

I.  To  convert  unbelievers  : 

II.  To  flrengthen  the  faith  of  believers ':.'^;^| 


J%***^'."!'  •      f .' 


III.  And  to  raife  a  flock  of  fuch  as  may  believe 
hereafter, 

are  fervices  perfectly  agreeing  with  the  commands 
of  Chrifl,  and  intitling  thofe  who  perform  them  to 
every  bleffing  of  his  difpenfation. 

1.  Under  the  firfc  of  thefe  heads,  the  conver- 
fion  of  unbelievers,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the 
Society  has  nothing  flattering  to  prefent  us  with. 
A  weak  and  ineffedlual  mifTion  is  flill  prefei^ved  in 
India  )  that  it  is  maintained  at  all,  is  owing  to  the 
fpirit  of  perfeverance  in  fupporting  a  good  caufe, — 
that  it  languifhes,  is  owing  to  the  total  infuffici- 
ency  of  means  to  profecute  it  with  vigour  j — but 

added 
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added  to  this,  there  is  a  general  languor  fpread 
over  this  bufinefs,  arifing  from  the  common  failure 
of  all  thefe  attempts ;  a  caufe  which  checks  the 
energy  of  thefe  Societies  all  over  Europe ;  which 
lias  made  the  clergy  lefs  vigorous  in  their  efforts,  and 
the  people  lefs  liberal  in  their  contributions. 

And  although,  in  this  general  averfion  to  the 
work,  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the  foUov/ing 
reprefentatlons  will  have  much  efie<5l  in  changing 
the  opinions  of  mankind,  Hill  it  may  be  permitted 
to  an  individual  (who  will  never  have  another  op- 
portunity) to  deliver  an  opinion  upon  the  fubje6l, 
and  to  declare,  that  he  is  convinced  that  former 
failures  are  no  argument  for  abandoning  the  defign. 

I.  To  enter  at  large  into  the  caufe  of  thefe 
failures  is  a  fubjed'  for  hiilory ;  to  mark  the  ge- 
neral outline  is  fufHcient  for  the  prefent  purpofe. 
TheRomifli  miflionaries  wanted  neither  wifdom,  nor 
piety,  nor  zeal  for  this  great  work  j  and  they  pof- 
felTcd  one  advantage  above  all  others  engaged  iti  the 
fervice,  I  mean  that  ready  obedience  to  the  com- 
mand of  tlK^ir  fuperiors,  which  (if  we  fliould  with 
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too  great  want  of  charity  deny  the  agency  of  nobler 
motives)  was,  of  itfelf,  fufficient  to  account  for  the 
rapid  progrefs  they  at  one  time  made. 

It  would  be  injurious  to  deny  them  the  merit  of 
patience,  fortitude,  indefatigable  labour,  contempt 
of  danger,  endurance  of  poverty,  perfecution,  and 
martyrdom  itfelf.  In  all  thefe  points  they  are  ex- 
amples for  the  imitation  of  all  thofe  who  may  en- 
gage in  this  arduous  fervice :  but  there  was  one 
general  error  that  milled  them,  an  error  they  could 
not  have  fallen  into  if  they  had  looked  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Apoftles,  and  which,  at  laft,  was  the 
caufe  of  their  eje(5lion  from  every  country  they  had 
entered. — This  was,  their  application  to  the  princes 
rather  than  the  people ;  and  in  whatever  future  age 
this  great  work  fhall  be  attempted  again,  unlefs 
this  primary  error  fhall  be  avoided,  the  event  will 
be  the  fame. 

In  the  empires  of  the  Eaft,  the  principal  theatre 
on  which  the  Miflionaries  exhibited  their  talents, 
the  religion  of  the  Sovereign  is  in  general  fixed  on 

no 
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no  certain  principle;  and  in  that  age,  when  no 
rooted  prejudices  could  have  been  conceived  again  ft 
the  Chriftian  Faith,  if  they  had  only  paflively  al- 
lowed the  progrefs  of  the  Miflionaries  in  the  con- 
verfion  of  their  fubjedls,  their  own  acceflion  to  the 
Faith  would  have  followed  as  regularly,  and  from 
the  fame  caufe,  as  at  firft  took  place  in  the  Roman 
Empire  :  but  this  would  have  been  a  work  of  flow 
and  imperceptible  progrefs, — a  work  no  Miffionary 
could  have  lived  to  fee  the  ifTue  of;  and  therefore, 
not  only  captivated  by  the  fplendour  of  the  royal 
name,  but  concluding  falfely,  that  the  converfion 
of  the  Prince  comprehended  that  of  the  people, 
their  whole  efforts  were  pointed  to  this  fmgle  ob- 
je6t.  The  confequence  was  what  it  naturally  ought 
to  be,  they  became  involved  in  all  the  fineffe  of 
court  intrigues,. — the  prote6l:ion  of  the  Prince  con- 
tinued no  longer  than  his  own  whim  or  pafTion  di- 
rected him,  —  and  the  moment  this  changed,  there 
was  a  party  ready  formed  to  effect  the  ruin  of  the 
caufe. 

This  is  a  general  portrait  of  the  failure  of  this 

-undertaking  in  the  hands  of  the  Romifh  Miffion- 
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aries ;  and,  if  this  account  be  true,  it  leaves  open 
a  prafped:  of  fuccefs  for  future  attempts,  if  ever  it 
fnould  be  pofiible  to  revive  a  fpirit  for  refuming 

them. 

.  2.  The  reafqnablenefs  of  renewing  our  endea- 
vour5  is  founded  upon  the  higheft  motives, — for  ia 
the  firft  place  it  is  a  poiitive  command  of  Chrift. 
Go  ye  and  teach  all  nations^  is  a  precept  not  confined 
to  the  Apoftles  alone  j— till  all  nations  Ihall  have 
been  taught,  it  is  equally  binding  upon  every  Chrif- 
tian,  let  him  exill  in  any  age  whatfoever ;  and 
though  perhaps  at  tkis  hotu*  it  is  not  a  duty,  or  if 
a  duty, .  >n  the  prefent  ftatepf  Chriftianity  notpro- 
bable^  -that  every,  man  who  is  a  Chriftlan  fnould 
Leave  his  home,  aiid  occupation i  to  undertake  the 
co,nverfion;of  Ijhe  heatjien  world, — ftill  it  is  cer* 
taiuly  the  duty.pf  the  Clergy  to  keep  the  defign  on 
foot,  to  remove;. th^.'iprej'udices  againft  it,  to  profit 
by  pad  errorsi  to,  con-eft  old  plans,  or  form  new 
ones  ;  and  whenever  they  appear  earn  ell:  in  tlie 
work,  they  may  depend  upon  the  countenance,  the 
protection,  the  contributions  of   the  Laity  :  -and 

whether 
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ivhelfeer  ih^f'  ih^^  fb^'mcci-r^ or  no,  tfie'diity  U'li^ 
'difpenfable,  tlie  command  is  abfolute. 

But  a  rccof>d  confidet'iition  is,  that  the  cauft  is 
not  hopelefs  j — throughout  the  whole'  tvoiid  thoTe 
who  are  not  agairtft  t^^,  ai*e  with  us' :  that  is,  where 
there  is  no  hatred  agatnft  the  Chriftian  nhme,^— no 
prejudices  anfmg- fi-omformerintercouffe;  tfc  plain 
and  fimple  d0(5trrne$ '  of  "  tile  Gofjpel-ai-e  eMly  re- 
teived  by  the  uncornipted*  mind.  This  obfervation 
will  readily  fiiggeft  the  ftrorig  diftinclion  between 
Mahometan  and  idotatrOus  nations.  The  unity  of 
the  Godhead  is  a  truth  congenial  to  the  mind  ; — the 
attachment  to  numerous  deities  is  weak  and  inef- 
ficient 3 — the  belief  of  the  former  is  everholdly  af- 
ferted,  and  reudily  profefied,— the  letter  is  ever  de- 
nied by  the  fenfible  part  even  of  the  idolatrous  na- 
tions themfelves.  It  is  the  confcioufnefs  of  this 
fentiment  that  forms  the  bold  profeflion,  the  af- 
fumed  fuperiority,  the  haughty  faith  of  the  Maho- 
metans J — it  is  the  weakncfs  and  abfurdity  of  Ido- 
latry that  has  drawn  fo  tnany  of  the  idolatr6us  na-^ 
tions  to  the  Mahometan  faith,  —  nations  equally 
open  to  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  if  they  had  been 
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fimply  propofed, — and  as  many  of  them  as  are  not 
become  Mahometan,  ai*e  equally  open  at  this  hour. 

Thefe  confiderations  ought  to  point  out  the  ob- 
je6ls  to  which  the  future  attempts  of  civilization 
and  advancing  Chriftianity  ought  to  be  directed. 
Of  all  the  idolatrous  nations  in  the  world,  there 
are  but  two  fhut  againft  us  j — to  all  the  others, 
whether  in  the  Eaftem  or  Weftern  world,  or  the 
unexplored  regions  of  Africa  and  the  Southern  He- 
mifphere,  we  have  ftill  free  accefs,- — or  at  leaft  trials 
might  be  made  of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered.' 

In  all  thefe  nations,  the  indifference  of  the  So- 
vereigns to  religious  concerns,  the  bad  morals  and 
loofe  principles  of  the  Great,  are  in  favour  of 
Chriftianity ;  for  if  the  application  is  firft  made, 
where  it  ever  ought  to  be,  to  the  people,  and  the 
people  are  once  taught  to  become  better  fubje6ts,, 
better  citizens,,  and  better  men,  the  fuperior  orders 
proceed  from  approbation  to  prote6lion»  and  at  laft 
poflibly  to  participate  themfelves  of  what,  they  ap- 
prove in  others. 

This 
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This  is  no  idle  theory,  but  fuppoited  by  the  ex- 
ample of  events  which  took  place  in  the  Roman 
Empire.  It  is  true,  that  our  holy  religion  was 
planted  in  that  Empire  by  the  Apoflles  themfelves ; 
what  follows  then  ?  but  that  as  their  fuccefs  is  an 
incitement  to  us,  their  pra6lice  ought  to  be  our 
rule  of  condu6l. 

To  efFe6l  this  glorious  work,  new  fyilems  muft 
be  formed  at  home, — the  old  abandoned  as  unequal 
to  the  talk  ;  and  though  it  would  be  arrogance  to 
fuppofe  any  individual  capable  of  propofmg  an  ade- 
quate defign,  ftill  the  contemplation  is  pleafmg, 
and  the  fuppofition  of  its  poffibility  meritorious. 
We  may  indulge  in  the  idea  of  a  feminary  formed 
for  this  purpofe,  in  either  or  both  Univerfities,  (for 
unlefs  the  minds  of  men  intended  for  this  profeflion, 
and  the  common  habits  of  education  are  changed, 
fuccefs  is  almoft  impoflible)  we  may  fuppofe  thefe 
feminaries  endowed  with  funds  to  take  the  whole 
charge  and  maintenance  of  thofe  admitted  upon 
themfelves ;  we  may  add,  that  none  fhould  be  ad- 
mitted but  fuch  as  voluntarily  offered,  and  volun- 
tarily profelled  their  readinefs  to  take  upon  them  a 
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life  of  obedience  and  poverty ;  that  in  tliefe  femi- 
naries  no  languages  fliould  be  taught,  but  fuch  as 
fhould  be  ufeful  in  the  Miflions,  and  in  divinity  it- 
felf  notliing  critical  or  polemical :  but,  above  all, 
that  every  one  fliould  be  qualified  with  an  art  or 
profeflion  to  fupport  himfelf. 

Vifionary  as  this  fcheme  may  appear,  the  mofl  vl* 
fionary  part  of  it,  the  fund  to  fupport  it,  exifts  at 
leaft  in  one,  if  not  both  the  Univerfities  -,  funds, 
which  if  the  public  voice  called  for  them,  would  be 
eafily  applied, — or  if  there  were  no  fuch  fund,  there 
wants  nothing  more  at  any  time  in  this  country 
than  a  general  perfuafion  of  real  utility,  to  create 
one. 

But  by  any  means  if  it  can  be  fuppofed  poffible 
for  fuch  a  feminary  to  be  formed  at  home,  the 
whole  difficulty  of  foreign  MilTions,  which  has 
ever  opprefled  all  thefe  attempts,  ceafes  at  once. 
The  Miffionaries  would  create  no  expence  but  for 
their  tranfport,  every  thing  elfe  mufl  be  left  to  the 
divine  protedion  and  themfelves  :  For  under  this 
fcheme  men  would  not  be  fent  to  refide  in  an  Eu- 
ropean 
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ropean  colony  or  fettlement, — they  would  live  a- 
monjT  idolaterSj-^tbey  would  fupport  themfelves, — 
they  would  propofe  their  doctrines  by  flow  and  gra- 
dual means,  and  wherever  they  could  once  colle61: 
a  church,  they  muft  be  authorized  to  conftitute  El- 
ders and  Minifters  from  among  the  natives.  They 
would  prefcribe  no  forms,  but  thofe  of  decency  3 
affume  no  fuperiority,  claim  no  rank,  but  what  was 
purely  fpirltual  j  and  as  foon  as  a  church  could  be 
formed,  they  would  extend  tiieir  views  by  means  of 
native  MifTionaries. 

It  was  by  this  praftice  that  twelve  Apoflles  fuf- 
ficed  for  the  conveiTion  of  the  Roman  world ; — it 
was  by  thefe  means  that  labourers  were  found  equal 
to  the  harvell ;  and  if  another  harvefl  is  ever  to  be 
expe61:ed,  nothing  but  a  flrict  adherence  to  apof- 
tolic  inftitutions  can  enable  us  to  reap  it. 

3 .  The  mode  of  publifhing  the  do£lrines  of  the 
Gofpel  is  fo  plainly  prefcribed  in  fcripture,  that  it 
is  impoflible  to  add  any  thing  to  what  is  there  de- 
livered, or  to  detract  from  it=  The  oppofition  to 
be  expedled  to  thefe  do<5lrines  is  no  other  than  the 

b  2  Apoflle^ 
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Apoftles  encountered  and  fubdued ;  and  if  the  dif- 
ficulty is  not  infurmountable,  the  fame  encourage- 
ment is  held  out  to  us  as  to  them  ; — we  have  the 
fame  truths  on  our  fide,  the  fame  God  to  prote6l 
us,  the  fame  Holy  Ghoft  to  comfort  us,  the  fame 
promife  of  Chrift  to  animate  us  -,  for  he  is  with  us 
always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 

But  the  difficulty  is  not  fo  great  as  it  is  fome- 
times  reprefented.  All  the  accoimts  of  the  Romifh 
Miflionaries,  the  Danifh,  and  our  own  agree,  that 
the  idolaters  readily  admit  the  fuperiority  of  our 
do6lrines,  though  they  decline  embracing  them 
from  worldly  motives. — They  are  none  of  them 
without  religion,  none  of  them  Atheifls,  for  ather 
ifm  is  the  produ6l  of  fanciful  refinement  and  fpe- 
culation,  not  of  barbarifm  -,  and  if  men  have  a  re- 
ligion which  they  own  inferior,  but  flill  adhere  to 
from  habit,  praflice,  or  fear  of  difgrace, — among 
fuclv.  nations,  though  the  crofs  of  Ghrift  would  at 
firft  appear  ignominy,  the  acceffion  of  every  fingle 
convert  is  a  ftep  gained  towards  removing  thefe  im- 
preffions ;  and  when  a  number  is  colle6led  into  a . 
church,  this  ignominy  becomes  their  gloiy. 
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If  an  apology  is  neccfTary  for  having  entered  into 
this  difcuflion,  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  Society  will 
afford  ohe  j  out  of  the  two  foreign  Miflions  they 
fupported,  one  is  annihilated  by  the  event  of  a  fa- 
tal war  i  and  the  other  is  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  in 
a  few  years  it  muft  either  be  abandoned,  or  fome 
new  mode  of  condu6ling  it  adopted.  I  fpeak  not 
this  to  difcredit  the  labours  of  thofc  pious  Million- 
aries  employed  at  prefent  in  India,  or  to  difcourage 
their  endeavours  j — we  have  reafon  to  think  they 
have  done  all  that  their  fituation  will  admit :  but 
it  is  impoflible  for  them,  on  the  prefent  plan,  to 
a6t  eiFe6lually ;  or  for  the  Society,  out  of  its  pre- 
fent refources,  to  enlarge  that  plan  -,  but  if  any 
thing  new  fhould  be  attempted,  what  has  been  here 
faid,  fliould  it  be  of  no  ufe,  will  fland  upon  their 
records  as  the  opinion  of  a  member,  who  is  fin- 
cerely  interefted  in  their  fuccefs,  and  flrongly  at- 
tached to  every  part  of  the  labours  they  are  engaged 
in. 

II.    But  we  now  proceed  to  the  confideration  of 
a  defign  far  more  effectual  and  fuccefsful  j — the  fe- 
cond  obje<^  of  the  Society  is  the  diftribution  of  re- 
ligious 
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ligious  trails  ;  and  a  review  of  this  defign  will  fug- 
geft  fome  reiiecflions,  which,  amidll  all  the  Gom- 
plaints  of  the  loofenefs  of  the  times,  will  furnifh 
matter  of  triumph  to  the  Chriftian  caufe. 

It  is  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  to  confider,  that  the 
opportunity  of  obtaining  books  at  the  price  efl:a- 
blifhed  by  the  Society,  is  one  of  the  chief  induce- 
ments which  attracts  ferious  Chriftians  to  become 
fubfcribers  to  the  undertaking.  Exclufive  of  tliQ 
good  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  refult  from  the  dif- 
tribution,  here  is,  in  the  firft  inftance,  a  proof j  that 
in  an  age  taxed  with  irreligion  and  infidelity,  there 
is  ftill  a  very  large  body  of  citizens,  who  have  not 
only  ftrong  Chriftian  principles  themfelves,  bi't  who 
wilh  to  extend  the  influence  of  Chriftianity  through- 
put the  whole  mafs  of  the  people. 

That  the  Clergy  fhorJd  engage  in  this  fervice  ig 
not  extraordinary,  it  is  only  a  part  of  their  duty ; — . 
a  fecondary  mode  of  extending  thofe  inftruflions, 
which  either  their  public  or  private  admonitions 
cannot  complete  3  but  the  refpeclable  numbers  of 
the  Laity  added  to  the  lift,  is  on  the  one  hand  an  ho- 
nour 
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nour  to  the  Eflablifhed  Church,  and,  on  the  other, 
an  indication  of  virtue  in  themfelves :  They  by  this 
adt  become  teachers  of  the  Gofpel,  not  only  accep- 
table to  God  for  the  goodnefs  of  their  own  lives, 
but  the  good  they  have  caufed  in  others,  and  pof- 
fibly  for  the  refcue  of  many  from  ignorance  and 
perdition. 

In  purfuing  this  refle6lion,  and  confidering  the 
pofTible  good  that  may  be  effefted  by  thefe  means, 
among  the  inferior  orders  of  the  people,  who  are 
the  obje6ls  of  this  diftribution,  the  efFe(5l  is  not 
eafy  to  be  calculated.  Who  can  tell  how  many  ig- 
norant have  been  informed  ?  how  many  wicked  re- 
claimed ?  how  many  fordid  roufed  ?  by  an  annual 
difperfion  of  more  than  feventy  thoufand  tracts, 
many  of  them  compofed  by  the  ablefl  Divines  that 
ever  adorned  a  church,  in  the  fimpleft  and  moil 
unafFefted  fpirit  of  pra6lical  religion  ?  That  good 
is  done,  every  one  of  the  Clergy  who  hear  me  this 
day  can  teftify.  We  fee  men  induced  to  afTemble  at 
public  worfhip,  to  attend  the  facrament,  to  be- 
come decent,  nay  fervent  in  their  devotion,  by  thefe 
means  5  and  we  have  rcafon  to  believe,  that  the  ad- 
monitions 
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monitions  thus  conveyed  penetrate  into  private  life, 
and  render  many,  better  Fathers,  Maflers,  Huf- 
bands,  better  Men,  and  better  Citizens. 

But  if  the  progrefs  of  this  is  filent  and  imper- 
ceptible, it  is  fo  much  the  more  conformable  to  the 
fpirit  of  our  religion.  Chriftianity  is  the  leaven 
hid  in  a  meafure  of  meal,  the  grain  of  muftard- 
feed,  the  treafure  hidden  and  to  be  fearched  for  j — 
its  progrefs,  if  genuine,  is  always  quiet  and  tem- 
perate ;  —  great  effe6ls  difplay  the  vanity  of  the 
teachers,  fplendor  corrupts  it ; — fudden  fuccefs  and 
fuperiority  give  an  acceffion  of  worldly  power,  but 
haften  its  decline.  At  its  firft  propagation  it  was 
unnoticed,  nor  was  it  till  after  the  growth  of  a  cen- 
tury, that  the  Roman  Hiflorians  knew  fufficient  to 
fpeak  of  it  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

This  may  be  a  lefTon  to  us  all,  to  wait  in  patience 
for  the  harveft, — to  fufFer  it  to  ripen  gradually, — to 
difcharge  our  duty  temperately,  never  complaining 
of  our  ill  fuccefs,  or  imputing  the  good  to  our- 
felves.  The  part  we  have  to  a6l  is  a  plain  duty  not 
to  be  declined,  the  iflue  is  in  the  difpofal  of  God, 

■and 
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and  he  will  dirccl  it  according  to  the  laws  of  unerring 
wifdoni. 

Another  lefTon  the  Miniflers  of  the  Gofpel  may 
deduce,  is,  not  to  repine  at  the  oppofition  of  the 
world. — The  Church  of  Chrift  has,  in  different 
ages,  combated  every  different  fpecies  of  attack, 
and  rifen  fuperior  to  them  all  5  perfecution  from 
the  civil  powers,  calumny  from  profefled  foes,  trea- 
chery from  infidious  friends,  and  divifions  from 
within.  Notwithllanding  all  thefe,  the  Church 
ftill  exifls,  and,  if  we  trail  the  promife  of  our  Sa- 
viour, it  fhali  exilt  till  the  confummation  of  all 
thinga, — till  every  knee  fhall  bow  to  the  name  of 
Jefus, — till  the  Son  fhall  deliver  up  his  power  to 
the  Father,  and  God  fliall  be  all  in  all. 

The  hoflility  we  have  now  to  encounter,  is  the 
fame  that  has  been  combated  before,  and  conquered. 
The  world,  with  all  its  pomps  and  vanities,  is  a 
conftant  enemy  j  and  of  this  we  have  no  more  rea- 
fon  to  complain  than  any  other  age ;  but  there  is 
added  to  this  a  fceptical  philofophy,  which,  though 
not  new,  has  been  revived  with  an  extraordinary  de- 

c  grec 
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gree  of  malignity,  and  been  profefTed  with  an  air  of 
unufual  exultation. 

It  is  true,  this  evil  is  not  of  native  growth  j  the 
philofophy  of  our  own  country  has  been  found  and 
genuine  j  we  triumph  in  the  faith  of  Bacon,  New- 
ton, Boyle,  Locke,  Addifon,  and  many  living, 
names,  whofe  belief  appears  as  firm  as  tlieir  philo- 
fophy is  folid  -J  but  it  is  a  philofophy  derived  from 
the  Freach  fchool,  founded  in  fpeculative  and  ab- 
flra6l  reafoning ;  capable,  it  is  true,  of  dazzHng  and 
confounding,  but  proving  nothing  j  deftroying  all 
the  fixed  principles  of  Religion  and  Reafon,  but 
propofmg  nothing  in  their  place ;  undermining  Re- 
velation, building  Virtue  on  Convenience,  and 
forming  the  metaphyfical  dedu(5tions  of  individuals, 
into  a  rule  for  the  unerring  wifdom  of  the  Creator. 

The  efFe6l  of  thefe  do ftrines  relates  chiefly  to  the 
higher  orders  of  fociety,  to  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves  reading  or  thinking  men,  and  afFedts  the 
lower  orders  chiefly,  as  they  may  be  corrupted  by 
the  example  of  their  fuperiors. 


But, 
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But,  to  my  reverend  brethren  of  the  Clergy  I 
may  fay,  that  bold  and  afTuming  as  the  prefent 
tone  of  Philofophy  may  appear,  we  have  no  reafon 
to  be  alarmed  at  it  -,  v^e  have  truth  and  the  word  of 
God  to  fiipport  us  in  the  combat ;  and  we  have  the 
example  of  paft  ages  to  teach  us,  that  it  is  no  more 
than  one  out  of  a  thoufand  modes  of  oppofition 
which  the  Church  has  furvived  ;  that  this  will  fmk 
like  the  reft,  in  the  revolution  of  human  opinions, 
while  the  religion  of  Chrift  fhall  flourifli  immutable 
and  eternal. 

The  fentiments  of  men  have  varied  with  the  fa- 
fhion  of  the  times.  The  divifions  among  Chrifti- 
ans,  the  attacks  of  profefTed  adverfaries,  have 
changed  in  various  ages  5  old  opinions  have  been 
forgotten,  or  revived  under  a  new  form,  new  ones 
have  ftarted  up.  Previous  to  the  bold  impiety  of 
Arius,  there  were  no  lefs  than  forty-four  different 
herefies,  the  names  of  vvdiich  are  oiily  recorded ; 
their  principles  are  almoft  unknown,  or  known 
only  by  the  anfwers  of  their  opponents  j  and  if  this 
affords  an  experience  we  can  confide  in,  we  may 
truft  that  our  holy  religion  fliall  be  as  triumphant 
in  the  prefent  conteil,  as  in  any  period  pall. 

c  2  The 
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The  principles  of  the  rich  and  powerful  arc 
nearly  allied  throughout  the  world  j  profperity  fets 
them  above  common  opinions ;  eafe  and  affluence 
produce  in  one  part  of  them  loofe  morals  and  cor- 
rupt habits,  in  the  other  a  vain  and  fpeculative  cu- 
riofity. — There  is  a  food  peculiar  to  this  turn  of 
mind,  which  Philofophers  know  perfe61:ly  how  to 
adminifter,  and  in  the  dealing  out  of  which  they 
fmd  their  account  in  the  fale  of  their  productions, 
the  protection  they  conciliate,  or  the  confequence 
derived  from  them  :  in  this  {qh^q  the  children  of  this 
world  are  wifer  than  the  children  of  light. 

Upon  this  occafion  our  duty  is  very  plain  ;  fuch 
of  the  Clergy  as  have  fuperior  learning,  ability, 
patience,  and  leifuj'e,  are  called  upon  to  maintain 
the  faith  with  fortitude  and  courage,  to  oppofe  ar- 
gument, to  dete6t  fallacy,  to  reclaim  error,  to  carry 
home  their  application  to  the  rich  and  powerful, 
but  neither  to  fear  their  contempt,  nor  court  their 
paffions.  To  the  remainder  of  us  an  humbler  duty 
is  allotted,  but  far  more  pleafant,  and  indeed  more 
ufeful  5  I  mean,  a  confcientious  difcharge  of  our 
parochial  duty,  a  vigilance  over  our  refpedlive  con- 
gregations. 
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gregations,  an  application  to  the  body  of  the 
people,  a  fearching  out  of  the  weak  to  confound 
the  ilrong,  and  of  the  foolifli  to  reprove  the  wife. 
In  the  performance  of  this,  there  are  no  means  more 
apt  than  thofe  marked  out  and  recommended  by  the 
rules  of  the  Society,  —  no  adventitious  aiiillancc 
more  proper  to  be  added  to  our  own  labours,  than 
the  tracts  diilributed  under  their  diredlion. 

III.  The  peculiar  duty  of  the  day  forbids  thefe 
confiderations  to  be  farther  extended.  The  third 
view  of  the  Society,  comprehending  the  proted:ion 
of  the  Charity  Schools,  prefents  us  with  an  object 
of  the  higheft  importance.  It  is  true,  they  owe 
not  their  origin  to  this  Society,  but  they  are  in- 
debted to  it  for  a  general  plan  of  conduct,  for  an 
unity  of  fyflem,  for  a  defence  of  their  utility,  for 
an  over-ruling  care  and  folicitous  attention,  v/hich 
has  maintained  and  preferved  them  ;  which  has  in- 
flituted  the  folemnity  of  this  day,  as  an  annual  and 
continual  recommendation  of  them  to  the  public. 

The  aflembly  of  thefe  children  collefted  before 
us,  exhibits  no  v/orldly  pomp,  no  difplay  of  magnifi- 
cence. 
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cence,  no  parade  of  ecclefiaftical  power,  but  a  fpec- 
tacle  truly  chriftian ;  it  muft  be  an  heart  (hut  to  all 
the  feelings  of  fympathy  and  compaflion,  that  can 
view  it  without  emotion,  or  refleft  on  it  without  an 
admiration  of  the  defigners,  patrons,  and  protedors. 

That  the  children  of  the  poor  fliould  be  brought 
up  as  chriftians,  is  a  rehgious  concern  j  yet  if  there 
be  a  fmgle  perfon  prefent,  who  is  not  a  chriftian,  I 
appeal  to  him  as  a  moral  man,  and  a  member  of 
fociety,  whether  decency,  cleanlinefs,  order,  and 
regularity,  are  not,  in  this  rank  of  life,  virtues. 
But  the  obje6lions  raifed  againft  thefe  inftitutions  it 
is  by  no  means  neceflary  to  anfwer,  they  have  many 
of  them  been  filenced  by  the  progreflive  evidence  of 
the  utility  arifing  from  thefe  defigns  j  many  have 
been  refuted  by  my  predeceflbrs  in  this  office ;  but 
thus  far  we  may  fay,  that  no  objedlion  can  lie  againft 
the  education  of  the  poor,  which  may  not  equally 
be  urged  againft  the  inftru6lion  of  the  higher  ranks  j 
and  no  argument  can  be  advanced  againft  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  learning  in  the  loweft  orders,  which,  two 
centuries  ago,  the  Roman  Catholics  could  not  have 

main- 
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maintained  again  ft  the  information  of  the  body  of 
the  people. 

But  abandoning  difputation,  we  may  employ  our 
time  much  more  ufefully  in  contemplating  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  work,  and  in  tracing  out  the  means  of 
enlarging  and  completing  it. 

» 
It  is  the  glory  of  Chriftianity,  that  in  whatever 

country  is  has  been  planted,  the  condition  of  the 
poor  has  been  bettered.  To  remove  poverty  is  im- 
pofTible ;  to  alleviate  it  is  a  duty  indifpenfable. 
Hofpitals  for  the  fick,  afylums  for  the  aged  and  in- 
firm, nurferies  for  the  young  and  helplefs,  are  in- 
ftitutions  almoft  unknown  to  the  boafted  legiflation 
of  Greece  and  Rome  ;  they  exift  not  at  this  day  in 
idolatrous  nations,  and  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Mahometans,  only  becaufe  their  religion  was  derived 
from  chriftian  fources. 

But  if  Chriftianity  has  produced  this  fyftem,  the 
purity  of  Proteftant  principles  has  completed  it. 
In  this  metropolis  only,  there  are  .more  than  fifty 
thoufand  perfons  annually  received  for  the  cure  of 

bodily 
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bodily  difeafes  i  the  numbers  maintained  or  aided 
by  alms-houfes,  colleges,  and  other  foundations,  are 
probably  nearly  equal,  and  the  inferior  modes  of 
relief  are  beyond  calculation.  The  royal  hofpitals 
immediately  under  the  infpe6Lion  of  tlie  incorporate 
citizens,  are  worthy  of  the  firfl  city  of  Europe; — 
they  do  honour  to  thofe  virtuous  men  who  firil  ob- 
tained the  funds  from  the  crewn  ;  it  was  their  firm- 
nefs  and  integrity  which  refcued  thefe  funds  frori 
the  nurturing  of  Monkifli  indolence,  and  the  grafp 
of  avaricious  plunderers  ;  it  was  their  wifdom  which 
applied  tliem  to  the  befl  of  all  purpofes,  the  rcllo- 
ration  of  the  induftrious  to  their  labour,  and  the 
protection  of  infant  innocence. 

I  mention  thefe,  becaufe  the  foundation  of  Chrifl's 
Hofpital  is  the  pattern  and  example  for  every  thing 
that  has  been  attempted  for  the  inftrudion  of  the 
poor ;  and  .although  the  generality  of  thefe  inftitu- 
tions  fall  as  far  fliort  of  the  extenfive  defigns,  as  of 
the  funds  of  their  original,  the  utility  of  them  is 
equally  evident,  and  the  plan,  by  being  lefs  expen- 
five,  is  more  largely  diffufed. 

There 


at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London.  2r 

There  arc  fome,  though  but  very  few  of  the  pa^ 
lifh-fchools,  where  the  children  are  maintained  as 
well  as  educated  j  in  one  fenfe  we  may  juftly  give  a 
preference  to  thefe,  as  they  approach  nearer  to  theij- 
pattern,  and  as  they  fecure  the  children  from  the 
danger  of  ill  example  ;  but  we  are  not  to  do  this  at 
the  expence  of  the  others ;  we  are  to  depreciate  no 
part  of  the  general  fcheme  ;  we  are  to  be  thankful 
to  thofe  benefa^lors  who  extend  the  influence  of  it, 
in  any  line ;  we  are  to  cherifh  it  as  far  as  it  goes ; 
and,  if  it  is  impolTible  to  find  funds  to  carry  it  fur- 
ther, we  may  well  rejoice  in  the  application  of  thofe 
which  are  raifed. 

Inflead  of  complaining  at  the  narrownefs  of  thefe 
inferior  defigns,  it  has  been  fuggefled,  that  it  would 
be  well  if  an  addition  could  be  grafted  on  them,  in 
v/hich,  by  lefTening  the  expence  upon  each  indivi- 
dual, it  might  be  pofllble  to  comprehend  a  greater 
number ;  that  is,  if  fupernumerarics  could  be  adr 
mitted  into  thefe  fchools,  who  fliould  be  taught  only, 
and  not  clothed ;  in  which  cafe  an  addition  to  the 
fixed  falary  of  the  mafter,  or  a  proportionable  al- 
lowance for  each  child,  would  be  the  whole  aug- 
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mentation  of  expence ;  and  by  this  method,  it  is 
conceived,  that  every  parent  who  would  accept  it> 
might  obtain  the  benefits  of  this  education  for  his 
children. 

But  not  to  infift  upon  parts,  it  is  the  whole  of 
this  benevolent  and  extenfive  fcheme  which  demands 
our  admiration  ;  one  part  may  be  better  than  ano- 
ther, but  the  whole  is  good  j — it  is  a  national  good, 
a  national  honour.  The  fyftem  of  the  capital  has 
been  imitated  by  the  rcmoteft  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. There  are  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  chil- 
dren inflructed  which  come  within  the  notice  of  the 
Society ;  there  are  many  of  which  the  Society  has 
no  account,  and  many  which  our  diflenting 
brethren  educate  in  imitation  of  this  plan,  which 
come  not  under  our  infpedion.  The  aflembly  here 
to-day,  numerous  as  it  is,  furnifhes  by  no  means  a 
fair  eftimate  of  the  numbers  even  of  the  metropo- 
lis ;  m^any  of  the  fchools  never  have  attended  this 
meeting;  and  the  children  of  Chrift's  Hofpital, 
who  alone  amount  to  twelve  hundred,  have  always 
been  withheld,  as  belonging  to  a  diftind:  founda- 
tion, and  not  pertaining  to  this  humbler  inftitution. 

But 
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But  from  what  we  fee,  we  have  enough  to  judge 
and  to  approve ;  it  is  a  fpeftacle  worthy  of  the 
purefl  chriflian  church  on  earth ;  it  is  one  of  our 
good  works  which  we  wirti  to  fhine  before  men,  in 
which  we  do  not  exhibit  ourfelves,  but  the  fruits  of 
our  faith  j  in  v/hich  v/e  fliew  the  world  how  the 
hungry  are  fed,  the  naked  clothed,  and  the  poor  have 
the  Gofpel  preached  unto  tliem. 

What  efFefIs  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel  may  have 
on  their  future  lives,  we  pretend  not  to  calculate ; 
but  if  religious  impreffions  are  in  any  cafe  necef- 
iary  in  early  life,  they  are  certainly  more  neceffary 
for  the  poor  than  others,  becaufe  if  they  have  them 
not,  they  liave  none  of  thofe  other  reftraints  upon 
them  which  men  of  hidier  rank  fubmit  to  from  a 
fcnfc  of  decency  and  propriety.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
fon,  that  the  Society  is  fo  earned:  in  its  ijiftrudlions 
on  this  head,  and  renews  them  continually  in  its 
annual  publications.  And  here,  perhaps,  it  may 
be  permitted  to  one,  who  has  had  long  experience 
in  the  duty  of  education,  to  fuggelt  to  the  inftruc- 
tors  of  thefe  children,  that  religion  is  not  taught 
by  book  :  they  may  read  the  Bible,  and  repeat  the 
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Catechifm,  and  learn  the  Expofition  of  it,  and  ftili 
underfland  but  little  of  them  ;  it  is  by  converfation 
only  they  can  be  effe6lually  inftru6led.  I  fay  by 
converfation  i  becaufe  if  inftru6i:ion  is  attempted 
in  the  form  of  le6lures,  or  any  authoritative  ftyle 
whatever,  they  will  underfland  as  little  of  it,  as  of 
what  they  read  ;  but  if  we  can  lay  afide  thefe,  and 
defcend  to  the  level  of  their  ideas,  they  are  perfeftly 
capable  of  the  ftrongefl:  impreffions  ;  not  indeed  of 
rational  and  complete  religion,  but  of  receiving  thofe 
feeds  which  will  produce  it. 

True  it  is,  that  the  imbecillity  of  childhood  is  an 
obftacle  to  the  admiflion  of  religious  truths  j  their 
fufferings  are  fuch  as  never  make  them  have  re- 
courfe  to  God  as  a  refuge  j  their  happinefs  fuch  as 
never  makes  them  look  up  to  God  as  the  author  of 
it  J  but  flill  fuch  imprellions  as  can  be  made,  are 
firmer  in  the  mind  than  any  which  can  be  after- 
wards acquired  ;  and  this  is  a  truth  which  every  one 
who  is  arrived  at  manhood  can  attefl. 

LafUy,  I  would  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  Children 

(hemfelves,  if  it  were  pofliblc  to  make  them  com- 

0  prehend  > 
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prehend ;  but  if  any  of  their  parents  are  prefent, 
let  it  be  a  leflbn  for  them  to  teach  their  famiUes, 
that  poverty,  though  a  burden,  is  not  mifery  j — ^ 
that  the  very  loweft  enjoy  many  bleffings  in  fociety, 
which  they  could  not  enjoy  v^^ithout  it  j— i-that  it  is 
not  an  humble  lot  which  makes  any  man  wretched, 
but  idlenefs,  vice,  debauchery,  profligacy,  and  dif- 
regard  of  moral  and  religious  obligations  ;• — that 
though  in  many  countries  thofe  of  their  rank  would 
be  opprelTed  or  debafed  by  flavery,  in  this  they  are 
a  favoured  part  of  the  community,  a  great  object 
of  the  laws,  and  confidcrcd  as  a  great  portion  of 
the  public  good.     Their  ftation  is  to  be  borne  like 
every  other  ftation,  becaufe  God  has  placed  them 
in  it  ;  but  that  in  this  country  every  accident  to 
which  they  are  expofed  by  their  condition,  or  the 
common  lot  of  mortality,  is  provided  againil  by 
the  liberal  fpirit  of  the  community ;  difeafe  and 
ficknefs  are  relieved,  old  age  is  comforted  ^ — that 
no    fudden  or  general  calamity  can    befal  them, 
which  there  arc  not  thoufands  of  hands  ready  to 
remove ;  and  that  there  are  very  few  of  them  com- 
pelled to  take  refuge  in  the  final  fupport  provided 
them  by  law,  but  fuch  as  have,  by  the  condu6l  of 

their 
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their  lives,    excluded  themfelvcs   from  the   better 
modes  eftablifhed  for  their  relief. 

Nothing  remains,  but  to  pray  the  fupreme  Difpo- 
ler  of  all  events  for  his  protection  in  thefe  our  un- 
dertakings i  and  whether  they  are  directed  by  the 
calls  of  natural  regard  to  thofe  of  our  ov/n  coun- 
try, or  by  the  chriftian  fpirit  of  univerfal  benevo- 
lence to  thofe  who  are  at  the  extremities  of  the  earth, 
may  Almighty  God  fo  govern  and  direct  them,  that 
they  may  conduce  to  the  glory  of  his  holy  name,  and 
the  benefit  of  all  mankind. 


F 


N     I 


ilinMMMMHBaHHMnBeMtMBanH 


E     R     M     O     N 

Preached  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of 

St.     PAUL,     London: 

On  Thursday,  May  the  26''',  1785. 

BEING    THE    TIME 

Of  the  YEARLY  MEETING  of  the 
CHILDREN  Educated  in  the  C  H  A  R  I  T  Y- 
SCHOOLS,  in  and  about  the  Cities  of  London 
and  Westminster. 


By  the  Honourable  and  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God 

JAMES,    Lord    Bishop    of    ELY. 


Publilhed  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian    Knowledge, 

And  the  Trustees  of  the  feveral  Schools. 


To  v.hkh  is  annexed, 

An  ACCOUNT    of    the 
Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge. 


LONDON: 

Printed  by  Ann  Rivington,  Printer  to    the    said 
SOCIETY,   in  St,  Jo  h  n's-S  q^u  a  r  e; 

And  fold  by  John,  Francis,  and  Charles  Rivington, 
Booksellers,  at  (N=  62,)  the  Bible  and  Crow  n,  in 
St.  Paul's  Church-Ya  r^d. 

MDCCLXXXV. 

■M— »— >B«1I« -WJI II Wmi  111 ■JiW  I— WW 


LUKE     XIII.     18,   19. 

Then  said  he,  unto  what  is  the  kingdom 
OF  God  like?  and  whereunto  shall  i 
resemble  it  ? 

It  is  like  a  grain  of  mustard-seed,  which  a 
man    took    and  cast    into    his    garden  > 

and  it  grew,  and  waxed  a  great  TREE; 
and  the  fowls  of  THE  AIR  LODGED  IN  THE 
BRANCHES  OF  IT, 

THE  Parable  in  my  text  is  an  elegant  and 
clear  defcription  of  the  gradual  progrefu 
of  Chriftianity,  from  its  infant  ftate  to  the 
period  of  its  full  grovyth.  The  analogy  vv^hich  it 
bpars  to  vegetation,  under  that  view  of  it,  requires 
no  explanation.  The  caftern  clime  and  language 
account  for  the  allufion  and  the  mode  of  fpecch 
adopted   by  our  Saviour.      The  difficulty   which 

a  hanga 
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hangs  over  it,  and  which  has  cccafionally  beeit 
brought  forward  againft  fuch  paflages  of  holy  writ, 
arifes  from  the  apparent  contradiction  the  fact  car- 
ries with  it  to  the  declaration  which  it  conveys. 
For  fays  the  objector,  if  fuch  was  the  cafe ;  if  our 
chriitian  faith,  thus  compared  to  a  tender  plant, 
which  had  lately  fliot  from  the  grain  cail:  into  the 
fertile  garden  of  Judea,  was  really  to  fpread  its 
branches  to  fuch  extent,  and  to  fuch  beneficial  pur- 
pofe,  how  comes  it,  that,  in  fo  long  a  period  as 
has  palled  fnice  that  aufpicious  feafon,.  it  yet  affords 
proportionably  fo  little  fhelter  to  the  fowls  of  hea- 
ven ?  Or  that  its  branches  ai'e  fo  few,  and  their 
vegetative  powers  fo  weak  I 

•  To  fay  that  our  impatience  and  confined  views, 
are  no  rules  by  vv^hich  to  judge  of  the  proceedings 
of  Providence,  which  embrace  the  utmofl  verge  of 
all  things,  or  to  alledge,  that  the  trial  of  our 
Xom.v.  3,4.  faith,  on  points  fuch  as  this  before  us,  "  worketli 
''  patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience 
''  hope/'  would  be  confiftent  with  reafon  and  re- 
velation. 
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velation.      But  an  anfwer  may  be  returned  in  a 
manner  lefs  evafive  of  the  queflion. 

For  firfl,  a  comparlfon,  though  juft  in  it's  gene- 
ral refemblance,  need  not  minutely  correfpond  in 
every  particular.      The    "  kingdom  of  heaven,' > 
or  that  dominion  of  religion  over  the  minds   of 
men,  which  is  to  impait  fuch  univerfal  happinefs, 
pofTefTes  indeed  the  powers  of  vegetation  ;  but  who 
knows  the  determinate  courfc  of  feafons  prefcribed 
to  give  it  full  effeft  ?  Like  grain,  "  it  is  fown  a 
*'  natural  body  ;"  but  as  it  is  of  greater  value  than 
the  literal  feed,  fo  mufl  it  lie  longer  in  tlie  ground ; 
it  demands  more  warmth  to  cherifli  aiKl  invigorate 
it,  and  runs,  in  proportion,  more  hazard  of  frc- 
cjuent  interruption  and  annoyance  before  '^  it  can 
*'  become  a  fpiritual  body." 

Secondly,  The  natural  plant  is  defcribed  as  pro- 
ceeding  in  its  ufual  courfe  of  growth,  till  it  reaches 
to  a  perfeft  tree ;  but  nothing  is  faid  of  incidental 
checks  from  noxious  blafts,  nor  of  negligent  and 
unikilful  management.     The  fame  filence  alfo  is 
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obferved  on  the  various  obflacles  which  oppofe  th5 
progrefs  of  the  "  kingdom  of  heaven"  in  mind5 
prepoflefled  by  evil  prejudices  and  vicious  habits. 
Thefe  and  fimilar  fuggeflioris  may  tend  to  folve 
fuch  doubts,  and  to"  vindicate  the  parable,  in  ibmc 
degree,  from  reflections  which  feem  to  tarnifh  the 
luftre  of  the  imagery,  and  abate  our  pious  confi- 
dence in  the  prophetic  chara6ler  which  is  flamped 
iipon  it» 

fiut  thirdly.  It  will  admit  a  queftioii  whether, 
if  properly  confidered,  the  real  circumllanees  of 
Chriftianity  in  general  will  a!uthorize  the  fcruple 
which  controverts  the  corretflnefs  of  the  figure. 
Is  it  fo  acknowledged  and  melancholy  a  truth,  that 
in  any  quarter  of  the  glob-;:;,  where  the  gofpel  had 
once  been  planted,  it's  roots  are  withered,  and  it'^ 
branches  fallen  off?  It  is  certain,  that  in  the  large 
tra6l  of  country,  where  the  fword  and  fenfuality  of 
Mahomet  have  forced  their  way,  much  remains  of 
the  parent  ftock  on  which  his  fanaticifm  is  grafted. 
The  Koran  is  principally  indebted  to  our  rule  of 
faith  and  practice  for  any  wifdom  or  valuable  in- 
formation 
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formation  which  it  contains.  Amidft  this  un- 
promifmg  and  barbarous  defolation  there  yet  fub- 
fifts  fufiicient  ground  to  keep  aUve  our  hopes,  that 
it  will  one  day,  confiilently  with  what  wc  are 
taught  to  expect,  recover  it's  former  primitive  do- 
minion. From  which  particulars  well  weighed,  and 
compared  with  fuch  encouraging  declarations  of 
our  Saviour,  no  faitliful  Chriftian  can  retain  a 
doubt  upon  his  mind  that  fuch  will  be  the  happy 
event. 

i3ut,  if  this  is  the  realprofpe6tprefentedtoourview 
in  thofe  dreary  regions,  however  at  prefent  beyond 
tlie  reach  of  common  obfervation,  we  have  cer- 
tainly lefs  reafon  to  hefitate  on  the  fa6l  in  others 
ftill  profelilng  faith  in  the  main  articles  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  though  thefe  are  much  obfcured  by  idolatrous 
and  impure  additions.  Our  happy  emancipation 
from  this  yoke  of  bondage,  impofed  upon  us  in 
former  days,  and  prefied  witli  fuch  feverity,  is  a 
comfortable  prefage  of  what  may  be  expc6ted 
amongll:  other  nations,  when  liberality  and  fcience 
have  had  their  perfect  work.     In  the  mean  time 

the 
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tlie  original  tree  is  firmly  rooted  in  the  ground, 
and  the  eiTcntial  parts  which  conflitute  it's  de- 
fcription,  much  injured  as  they  are,  do  yet  con- 
tinue in  exiflence»  and  promife  hereafter  to  produce 
-their  proper  fruit.  In  confirmation  of  thefe  rea- 
fonable  fuggeflions. 

Fourthly,  Other  arguments  are  furniflied  to  us 
from  the  learned  labours  of  able  fcholars  amongfl 
ourfelves  -,  who,  as  thebefl  tribute  they  could  offer  for 
the  larger  portion  of  intelligence  beftowed  on  them 
by  God,  have  devoted  fuch  talents  to  his  honour,  and 
the  advancement  of  religious  knowledge.  From  this 
fource  have  flowed  thofe  copious  ftreams,  which 
have  enriched  and  fertilized  the  "  garden  into  which 
"  this  grain  of  muftard-feed  hath  been  caft."  To 
thefe  we  are  indebted  for  that  noble  work  which 
refleds  fuch  credit  upon  our  church,  the  late  va- 
luable and  judicious  edition  of  the  Hebrew  Scrip- 
tures. From  which  confiderable  afliftance  towards 
a  more  accurate  tranflation  of  therh  mufl  refult. 
Hence  alfo  abound  thofe  many  volumes  which  elu- 
cidate vaiious  paffages  of  the  New  Teflament,  ob- 
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fcured  by  ^faulty  tranfcnpts,  antiquated  ailnfions, 
obfokte  cuftoms  and  opinions  prevalent  in  the 
country  and  at  the  period  of  the  gofpei  pubHcation. 
Al]  this  has  largely  contributed  to  the  improvement 
and  information  of  the  church  in  points  wherein 
formerly  it's  adverfaries  were  thought  to  tiiumph 
over  it.  More,  and  greatei',  fuccefs  of  which 
kind  is  daily  to  be  expefted.  The  refinements  and 
fneers  of  infidelity  are  perpetually  vanifliing  befoi% 
this  fpecies  of  folid  and  weighty  evidence.  And  in 
proportion  as  the  veil  of  prejudice  and  ignorance  is 
removed  the  greater  and  more  rapid  will  be  the 
triumph  of  our  faith. 

From  confiderations  like  thefe  the  ftrongeft  reafons 
refult  for  cheerful  confidence  in  the  promife  and 
prophecy  contained  in  my  text.  The  moll:  dif- 
couraging  circumftance  arifes  from  the  lives  of 
Chriflians  being  at  fuch  variance  with  their  engage- 
ments and  their  hopes.  If  we  behave  like  infidels, 
it  is  of  little  confequence  what  is  cur  faith.  The 
bleflings  offered  to  us  are  evidently  conditional. 
They  are  covenanted  mercies,  and  we  have  our 
2  parts 
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parts  to  execute,  in  order  to  entitle  us  to  the  flipu- 
lated  engagements  in  return.  If  we  fail  in  them 
we  can  have  no  expe6lations  from  God.  For  agree- 
ably to  the  cafe  of  the  people  of  Nineveh,  without 
care  and  virtuous  penitence,  in  perfect  confiftency 
with  fuch  declarations  of  it's  continuance,  the  light 
of  the  Gofpel  may  be  withdrawn.  But  in  abate- 
ment of  this  alarm,  and  to  add  frefli  vigour  to  our 
hopes,  the  chriftian  and  charitable  efforts  of  thofe 

who  now  command  my  fervice,  are  of  confiderable 
weight. 

The  former  part  of  my  difcourfe  feems  a  fair 
comment  on  my  text,  and  no  unapt  prelude  to  the 
bufmefs  of  this  day.  The  remainder  fnall  be  con- 
fined to  the  immediate  object  of  it  j  to  com- 
memorate and  promote  the  end  for  which  this 
meeting  is  eftabliflied. 

ImprefTed  with  a  flrong  perfuafion  of  the  truth 
of  the  doctrine  now  explained,  and  excited  by  the 
glorious  confequences  prefented  to  their  hope,  they 
have  drclTcd  the  "  garden  into  which  the  good  feed 
•*  has  been  caft."     Within  the  lim.its  of  their  plan, 

which 
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which  IS  extenfive,  and  requires  much  difcretion 
and  holy  zeal  to  regulate  it,  they  have  been  at  no 
fmall  care  and  pains  to  cultivate  the  foil,  and 
make  it  produdive  of  a  plenteous  crop. 

Were  we  only  to  contemplate  that  portion  of 
our  prefent  congregation,  which  confifts  of  fo  large 
a  circle  of  young  perfons,  coUecled  from  cliaritable 
feminaries,  endowed  for  the  purpofe  of  ufeful  educa^ 
tion,  throughout  the  diflricls  of  this  large  metro^ 
?:olis,  and  from  thofe  immediately  around ;  it  will  be 
moll  llrikingly  evident  how  greatly  we  are  Indebted 
to  them  as  members  of  our  chrillian  community. 
It  is  indeed  a  principal  topic  to  be  dwelt  upon  in. 
a  difcourfe  from  the  pulpit  on  this  occafion,  to 
wliich  this  engaging  fpedacle  here  prefented  to  our 
view  irrefiilibly  leads  our  attention,  and  difpofes 
us  cordially  to  fympatliize  in  the  humane  feelings 
ot  theii-  generous  guardians  and  protestors, 

For  what  flronger  evidence  can  be  given  of  the 
fignificance  of  amiable  charity,  or  a  perfecl  love  of 
Chrill,  tlian  to  trace  it's  application  to  the  tender 
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and  fufceptible  ftate  of  youth  ?  To  fearch  under 
the  roof  of  poverty  for  inmates  of  this  defcription> 
to  furnifh  them  with  means  of  acquiring  an 
honeft  maintenance,  and  to  inllil  into  them  rehgi- 
ous  principles,  are  the  fureft  methods  of  difFufmg 
focial  happlnefs,  and  of  promoting  rational  piety^ 
v/hich  is  it's  firmeft  bafis.  The  early  feafon  of 
childhood  is  an  opportunity  for  this  neceflary  bufi- 
nefs  not  to  be  negleded.  Our  tendernefs  for  it 
fhould  be  exprefTed,  not  only  in  providing  things 
convenient  for  the  body,  but  more  efpecialiy  in  ad- 
miniftering  to  the  infant-mind  the  "  pure  milk  of 
''  God's  word,"  and  in  bringing  it  up  "  in  the 
*'  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord." 

How  compaffionable  then  muft  be  their  unhappy 
lot  to  whom  the  preifure  of  fevere  necellity  denies 
thefe  falutary  improvements  ;  and  in  vvhofe  minds 
the  baneful  weeds  of  ignorance  and  vice  are  fuffered 
to  over-run  and  poifon  every  worthy  inclination  ? 
In  fuch  llriking  inftances  of  diftrefs  this  charitable 
Society  interpofes.  In  the  ftricl  gofpel  knih  of  the 
cxprelTion  they  vifit  wretched  families  opprefFcd  by 

forrows 
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Ibrrows  of  fo  peculiar  a  nature,  that  even  fhould 
fuch  as  are  adverfe  to  exlftence  be  furmounted,  yet 
do  thefe  keep  the  affiifted  in  a  fituation  little  better 
than  the  brutes.  Under  which  frequently,  it  were 
preferable  they  had  perifhed  rather  than,  deflitute  of 
moral  and  religious  principles,  they  fhould  in  a 
more  advanced  ftage  of  life  be  confidered  as  the 
pells  of  fociety,  and  be  juflly  devoted  as  facrifices 
to  the  feverity  of  law. 

The  faithful  difciple  of  our  compaflionate  Re- 
deemer is  in  this  manner  not  unmindful  of  his 
duty  to  his  fellow-creatures,  and  will  fly  to  their 
fuccour  when  opprefTed  by  any  calamity.  He  not 
only  therefore  on  fuch  calls  for  his  humane  help 
diligently  "  attends  the  fick  j  clothes  the  nake<l ; 
"  feeds  the  hungry,  and  comforts  tlic  orphan  and  the 
''  captive;"  but  whenever  opportunity  offers  itfelf 
to  heal  the  weaknefs,  and  relieve  the  wants  of  the 
liuman  mind,  he  with  pleafure  avails  himfcif  of 
it  to  increafe  the  number  of  ChriiVs  flock,  and  joy- 
fully applies  the  wholefomc  medicines  provided  in 

b  2  his 
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liis  gofpel  for  all  "  who  thus  labour  and  are  heavy 
"  laden." 

In  the  prefent  wretched  fiate  of  the  community^ 
when  neither  the   properties,    fame,   nor  perfons 
of  individuals   ftand  fecure  from  violation;  at  a 
time   when  neither  legal   punifhment    now,   nor 
inevitable  judgment    hereafter,    fecm   any  longer 
to  alarm  the  confcience,  or  deter  from  crimes,  it 
is  religious  and  civil  wifdom  to  advert  to  reforma- 
tion.    But  the  voice  of  the  advocate  for  mifchief 
is  loud,  and  refounds  in  every  flreet,  v/hilft  that 
of  induftrious  piety  is  free  from  noife  and  oftenta- 
tion,  is  gentle,  and  fcarce  at  leifure  to  folicit  for 
attention.     Unlefs  therefore  it  is  permitted  a  pro- 
per and  perfevering  addrefs  to  the  infant  mind,  it 
cannot  expe(5l  to  be  liflened  to,  however  fraught 
with  inftru6lion  the  lefTons  are  which  it  inculcates. 
Early  precautions  of  this  kind  have  every  advantage 
in  their  favour,  if  the  applications  are  made  as  foort 
as  the  child  is  capable  of   receiving  them.     For 
v/hen  once  the  right  impreffion  is  fixed,  no  bad 
example,  nor  evil  temptation  will  efface  it.     But 
2.  fhould 
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flioiild  this  kindly  feafon  for  the  growth  of  virtufe 
be  ncgleftcd,  mifchievous  habits  and  difpofitions 
exclude  all  accefs  to  amendment;  and  that  in- 
duftrious,  commendable  demeanour,  which  opens 
the  door  for  fubftancc,  health,  and  general  profpe- 
rity  to  "  enter  in,  and  to  dwell  there,"  is  fwaU 
lowed  up  by  uncomfortable  lazinefs  and  poverty. 

Who  then  can  hefitate  about  the  merit  of  thofe 
inftitutions,  which  employ  their  attention  to  fow 
the  good  feed  in  young  minds,  and  to  eradicate 
the  bad  from  them  ?  The  fpecimen  before  us  of 
their  fuccefs,  which  fb  much  encoOfages  perfeve* 
ranee,  carries  with  it  every  favourable  appearance. 
The  fight  of  fuch  a  company  of  children,  which, 
though  fo  numerous,  bear  fmall  proportion  to 
others  difperfcd  throughout  the  kingdom  on  fimilar 
fyftems  of  education,  is  peculiarly  engaging ;  and 
to  partake  in  their  devotion,  folemnly  offered  up 
in  hymns  of  thankfgivings  for  the  mercies  bellowed 
on  them,  muft  animate  every  benevolent  heart 
^vith  the  nK)ft  grateful  fenfibility. 


But 
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But  this  demeanour,  unfupported  by  proper 
conducl  afterwards,  is  fuperficial  and  tranfient. 
Obferve  them  therefore  in  the  dwellings  of  their 
parents  and  m afters.  There  you  may  expe6l  to 
find  them  patterns  of  decency  and  induftry,  intro- 
ducing comfort  where  wretchednefs  before  had 
entire  pofTefiion ;  being  enabled,  by  the  lefTons  they 
have  received,  to  fupport  the  chara6lers  of  excel- 
lent relations,  and  entering  into  their  refpe6tive  oc- 
cupations with  integrity  and  fkill.  Confider  this 
ufeful  grain  thus  collected,  and  ranged  before  us 
in  annual  fucceffionj  and  from  thefe,  as  well  as 
from  other  fuch  depofits  difperfed  throughout  the 
kingdom,  may  we  not  prefume  the  haiveft  will 
be  plenteous  of  religious  and  worthy  members  of 
fociety  ? 

The  labours  of  all  who  are  propitious  to 
fuch  eftablifhments,  fhould  they  ftop  here,  well 
deferve  this  tribute  of  acknowledgment  which  is 
regularly  paid  to  them.  But  the  Society  extend 
their  attention  yet  further.  To  promote  the  do- 
minion of  our  Saviour  they  follow  up  the  impref- 

fions 
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fions  they  have  made,  by  circulating  in  the  com- 
munity at  large  fuch  plain  and  pious  tracts,  as 
may  remind  perfons  of  all  defcriptions  of  the  re- 
fpe6live  chriftian  duties  to  which  they  are  feverally 
obliged,  and  keep  them  confirmed  and  fleady  mem- 
bers of  our  national  and  proteftant  eftablifliment. 
For  it  is  not  only  the  offspring  who  employ  fuch 
charitable  concern,  the  parent  alfo  is  addreffed  by 
them  with  equal  folicitude  on  thefe  momentous 
fubjefls.  Their  printed  lifts  of  excellent  compo- 
litions,  filled  with  various  and  folid  inftruction, 
to  train  men  in  the  faith  and  prad:ice  which  are 
effential  to  theii*  happinefs,  point  out  their  exer- 
tions in  this  particular.  There  are  few  places  to  a 
very  wide  extent,  where  thefe,  with  many  other 
moral  admonitions  againft  vice  and  error,  adapted 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  prepared  with  equal  fkill  - 
and  knowledge,  have  not  made  their  way.  The 
effe(5l  of  them  has  been  correfpondent  to  the  laud- 
able wifhes  of  their  able  and  pious  authors.  They 
have  anfwered  the  moft  excellent  purpofes,  and 
are  received  with  gratitude  and  advantage  wherefo- 
ever  they  are  difperfed.. 

4  Ufeful 
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Ufeful  education  and  inftruclion  in  righteoufnefs, 
within  the  comprehenfive  circuit  of  thefe  domini- 
ons, thus  employ  the  Hberality  of  thefe  benevolent 
perfons.  But  no  partiality  in  favour  of  their  own 
country  fhuts  up  their  compallion  from  more  dif- 
tant  regions.  Whenever  a  fit  opportunity  offers 
itfelf  to  them,  the  fame  bleffings  are  imparted. 
By  their  endeavours,  in  the  apoilolical  fenfe,  and 
under  the  fame  but  more  humble  influence  of  the 
holy  Ghoft,  may  we  not  almoil  literally  fay,  that 
Paleftine,  Syria,  and  Mefopotamia,  Arabia,  Egypt, 
ACisii.  II.  and  the  Eafl-Indies,  have  "  heard  them  fpeak/' 
each  "  in  his  own  tongue,  the  wonderful  works 
*'  God?" 

New  fcenes  are  fiill  continually  opening  to  their 
view.  To  thefe  no  doubt,  if  enabled,  with  equal 
ardour  they  are  ready  to  advert.  Tiie  late  difcor 
veries  which  our  gallant  adventurers  have  in  various 
chmates  made,  with  amazing  and  laudable  perfe- 
verance,  afford  the  moil  encouraging  opportunity 
for  the  utmofl  reach  of  this  highefl  fpecies  of  be- 
nevolence. Undoubtedly  many  confiderable  bene- 
fits 
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fits  refult  to  fcience  of  every  kind  from  fuch  well 
concerted  and  important  expeditions.  But  the 
principal  objecl  to  which  they  all  fhould  tend,  is 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  creatures. 
And  the  time  approaches,  may  it  not  be  pafTed  by 
without  the  proper  application  !  when  the  fame  Al- 
mighty hand,  which  conducted  thefe  heroes  thro* 
fo  many  perils  to  thofe  uncivilized  inhabitants, 
jQiall  likc'vvife  lead  to  them,  through  us  his  inflru- 
ments,  fome  well  inflru6led  miffionary,  to  open 
before  them  the  Book  of  Chriflian  Revelation,  and 
to  expound  to  them  the  inexhauftible  ftore  of  truths 
contained  in  it.  For  in  that  facred  volume  we  are 
informed,  that  the  whole  world  is  to  embrace  the 
word  of  falvation  delivered  by  Jefus  Chrift.  To 
this  therefore  the  zeal  of  the  Society  may  addrefs 
itfelf,  and  if  duly  encouraged,  will  rejoice  to  convey 
to  fuch  places  thefe  glad  tidings.  "  The  harveft  in-  ^^at.  Ix.  37, 
**  deed  is  plenteous."  We  fliould  therefore  not  only  ^  * 
"  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harveft  to  fend  forth  the 
*'  requifite  labourers,  and  implements  of  hufband- 
*'  ry  into  his  harveft,"  but  contribute  out  of  our 

c  abundance 


A     SERMON     Preached 

abundance  of  wifdom  and  of  wealth  towards   the 
advancement  of  fo  interelling  a  work. 

But  after  what  has  been  reprefented  upon  this  fub- 
je6t  on  other  occafions,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  little 
need  be  added  to  enforce  the  regular  imprefTions. 
My  text  has  told  us,  that  the  "  kingdom  of  hea^ 
"  ven"   is   to   be   confidered  as  vegetative  grain ; 
which  requires  a  proper  foil,  and  honefl  induftry 
to  cultivate  it.     Under  which  circumftances,  the 
growth  of  it  will  correfpond  to  the  natural  progrefs 
of  a  plant,  gradually  expanding  itfelf  to  every  pof- 
fible  deojree  of  ornament  and  ufe.    The  a6lual  flate 
of  it  has  been  proved  to  anfwer  to  this  figurative 
and  inltructive  language,  from  the  prefent  condi- 
tion of  Chriflendom,  and  the  countries  now  open, 
ing  upon  us  for  it's  further  progrefs,  notwithftand^ 
ing  many  unfavourable  appearances,  and  the  ap- 
prehended inconfiftency  of  them  with  the  meaning 
of  the  parable.     And  amongfl:  not  the  leaft  hope- 
ful, the  pious  intentions  of  this  Society  have,  tho* 
imperfedlly,  yet  fuffic'  ently  for  the  argument,  been 
ftated. 

JL  What 
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What  imprcflions  then  is  it  natural  to  expect 
fhould  refult  from  thefe  confiderations  ?  Can  we, 
when  we  refled  on  this  exemplary  behaviour,  thefe 
fcriptuval  admonitions,  and  fo  encouraging  a  fpec- 
tacle  as  thefe  children  now  prefent  to  us,  retire 
from  this  magnificent  and  facred  ftrudlure,  wherein 
we  have  aflembled  to  promote  God's  glory,  and  the 
caufe  of  religious  wifdom,  and  not  remember  the 
pious  and  charitable  demeanour  which  fhould  be 
excited  by  their  united  powers  ?  That  the  purpofe 
of  our  meeting  on  this  occafion  is  to  convince  us 
how  much  it  is  our  duty,  according  to  our  feveral 
abilities,  that  each  of  us  fliould  "  go  and  do  like- 
"  wifej"  that  is,  fhould  diffufe,  as  wide  as  poffible, 
the  blelTmgs  of  this  our  labour  of  love  :  Becaufe 
we  know  it  to  be  the  doctrine  of  reafon  and  reve- 
lation, that  "  the  facrifice  of  the  lips,"  unaccom- 
panied by  "  good  works,"  is  idle  homage,  and  will 
not  be  accepted  by  the  great  Sovereign  of  Mercy. 

We  will  hope,  therefore,  that  the  wife  and  en- 
couraging leflbns  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chanty,  which 
prefcribe  fuch  meafures  to  fupport  and  fcatter  it's 

c  2  bleflings 


A     SERMON     Preacheu 

bleffings  throughout  the  human  race ;  and  the  re~ 
colledlion  of  the  good  efFeds  attendant  on  thefe 
well  resulated  inftitutions,  will  tos:ether  contribute 
to  produce  in  our  minds  the  right  and  juft  ef- 
h^.  For  if  this  fhould  prove  the  confequence  of 
fuch  commemorations,  every  well-wifhcr  to  his 
country,  (however  cool  and  indifferent  he  may  be 
to  the  eftablifhment  and  advancement  of  the  caufe 
of  Chriftianity)  for  the  moral  and  focial  ufes  alone 
to  which  they  are  manifeflly  applicable,  will  eileem 
them  of  fufficient  importance  to  give  his  fanction 
to  fuch  fchemes.  But  he  who  fills  up  the  meafurc 
of  this  worthy  charafter,  by  the  ihdifpenfable  ad- 
dition of  chriftian  graces,  which  are  the  crown 
and  perfeftion  of  true  wifdom,  will  decidedly  enter 
into  the  whole  of  the  principles  which  a6luate  their 
zeal ;  and  not  only  enforce  them  by  com.mendations- 
and  good  wifhes,  but  by  generous  affifbance  in  all 
thofe  particulars  on  which  they  may  depend  for.  their 
fupport. 

Thus  will  the  befl  interelts  of  our  whole  na- 
ture receive  from  us  the  tribute  which  is  due  to 
5  each. 
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each.  We  fliall  adt  as  becomes  grateful,  dutiful, 
and  rational  creatures,  dependent  on  an  all-bounti- 
ful Creator  for  every  blefling  we  enjoy  ;  approve 
ourfelves  faithful  difciples  of  our  gracious  Mailer 
and  Redeemer,  convince  the  vi^orld  that  v^e  are  ju- 
dicious and  charitable  members  of  fociety  in  in- 
flances  of  diflinguiflied  and  diffufive  utility,  and  at 
the  fame  time  effentially  exprefs  a  perfeft  knowledge 
of  thofe  obje6ls,  which  are  moft  interefbing  to  the 
perfonal  welfare  of  every  individual.  The  refult 
of  fuch  prudent  and  comprehenfive  conduct,  which 
fo  largely  promotes  the  glory  of  God,  the  profpe- 
rity  of  our  fellow-creatures,  and  our  own  beft  ad- 
vantage, muft  draw  down  bleiTings  upon  a  natioa 
(o  conlcientioufly  and  wifely  occupied,  and  render 
it  profperous  and  happy  to  the  moil  diilant  period. 


FIN 
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HAVE    WE    NOT    ALL    ONE    FATHER  ?     HATH    NOT 
ONE    GOD   CREATED    US  ? 


I 


T  is  a  ftrong  argument  in  favour  of  our  holy 
religion,  that  the  duties  it  enjoins  are  founded 
on  our  nature,  as  rational  and  focial  beings. 

In  order  to  be   good  Chriftians  we  muil  flill  re- 

n\ember  we  are  men. 

•  In  no  inftance  of  dutv  is  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation  more  evident  than  in  the  obligation 
we  are  under  to  adls  of  benevolence,  from  the  re- 
lation we  (land  in  to  each  other. 

No  man  can  be  infeniible  to  the  w^ants  of  his 
fellow-creatures,  who  hath  not  lirft  learned  to  for- 
get himfelf.  All  the  pleas  of  exemption  from 
adis  of  brotherly  afFeflion  oannot  but  be  unfatis- 
fadory   to   fuch     as   are    perfwaded    of  this   plain 

a  truth. 
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truth,  that,  not\vithftanding  all  the  neceilary  dill 
tin£lions,  which  rank  or  fortune  makes  between 
us  in  civil  fociety,  we  are  all  the  children  of  one 
common  parent  j  and  fubjecls  of  the  lame  al- 
niighty  ppwer. 

Obvious,  however,  as  this  conclulion  appears, 
from  a  general  view  of  human  nature,  it  is  not 
eafily  admitted  either  by  the  rich  or  poor ;  the 
firft  are  averfe  to  the  proof  of  it  from  vanity,  and 
the  others  difpofed  to  doubt  it  from  envy  and  dif- 
coatent. 

It  cannot  indeed  be  denied,  that,  while  fome 
men  are  poiTefi'ed  of  an  abundance  far  greater  than 
ivhat  either  t'le  comforts  or  conveniences  of  life 
require,  there  are  multitudes,  who,  with  all  their 
care  and  induflry,  find  it  difficult  to  procure  tho 
necelTary  fupport  of  a  miferable  fubfiflence. 

•>  It  mud  alfo  be  admitted,  that,  with  regard  to 
liappinefs,  fo  far  as  this  life  only  is  concerned* 
heaitli  and  profperity  are  amongfl  our  chief  blef- 
Tings ;  and  tliat  fickncfs  and  poverty  are  real  evils. 

From 
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From  men  therefore,  who  are  unaccuftomed  to 
look  into  futurity,  it  is  a  natural  queftion  ;  Whence 
comes  this  partiality  in  the  diflributlon  of  his  gifts, 
if  mankind  are  all  equally  related  to  their  hea- 
venly parent  I  Is  God  a  refpecler  of  perfons,  or 
have  fome  men  a  better  claim  than  their  brethren 
to  his  favour  and  indulgence  ? 

The  only  fatisfadiory  folution  of  this  apparent 
difficulty,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 
It  teacheth  us  that  man  is  defigned  for  a  flate  of 
Immortality ;  and  that  the  feveral  conditions  of 
prefent  diflindion  are  all  but  different  modes  of 
trial,  preparatory  to  the  great  end  of  his  future 
exigence.  It  teacheth  alfo,  that  the  good  and 
evil  of  this  temporary  life  can  be  truly  efiimated 
only  by  the  eifecl,  which  it  may  have,  in  finally 
promoting  or  obflrufling  our  eternal  happinefs. 

Thus,  what  in  truth  cannot  but  be  conlidered  as 
a  real  bleffing,  with  refped:  to  our  prefent  fitua- 
tlon,  may  in  the  end  prove  the  fource  of  future 
evil,  far  outweighing  the  wprth  of  any  tranfitory 
enjoyment  whatever. 

a  2  The 
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The  confequence  loo  of  prefent  fufferings 
may  be  the  very  reverie  of  what  we  endure  for  a 
while,  under  the  preflure  of  poverty,  ficknefs,  and 
affliction. 

The  final  effeft  of  both  profperity  and  adverfity 
depends  on  the  uic  we  make  of  them. 

^^  '^ue  confideration  therefore  of  God's  provi- 
dence, operating  by  an  unequal  diftribution  of  his 
gifts  on  the  feveral  i-elations  of  civil  life,  and  af- 
fording means  for  the  difplay  of  various  excel- 
lence, will  not  only  remove,  fome  Ipecious  objec- 
tions to  the  divine  goodnels  and  juftice,  but,  by 
reminding  the  rich  and  the  poor  of  the  particular 
duties  arifing  from  their  refpedive  ftations,  may, 
I  trufl:,  prove  a  juft  recommendation  of  that  pious 
inftitution,  which,  among  other  good  efFeds  of  its 
zeal  for  promoting  the  real  and  practical  know- 
ledge of  true  religion,  exhibits  annually  luch  a 
pleahng  difplay  of  Chriftian  benevolence  as  is 
fcarccly  to  be  paralleled  in  any  other  country,  and 
hardly  to  be  conceived  even  in  our  own  by  thole 

who 
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who   have    not    been    eye-witneiics    to   the   fcene 
before  us. 

■It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that,  iinlefs 
human  nature  Itfelf  was  other  than  it  is,  difterent 
degrees  of  rank  and  property  are  abfolutelv  un-^ 
avoidable. 

Were  we  all  placed  on  a  level,  yet  could  the 
fancied  equality  no  longer  fublifl:  than  while  all 
men  had  equal  degrees  of  prudence  and  virtue  to 
maintain  it.  A  diilipation  of  fortune  mufl  be  the 
conflant  cffe6l  of  floth  and  folly ;  an  increafe  of 
wealth  the  natural  fruit  of  adivity  and  difcern- 
ment. 

Add  to  this  caufc  of  inequality,  that  the  dif- 
ferent difpofitions  of  men  incline  them  to  perfue 
happinefs  by  various  ways.  Some,  eagerly  afpiring 
to  raife  themfelves  in  rank  and  fortune,  prefs  for- 
ward on  the  bufy  fcene  of  intereft  and  ambition ; 
while  others  preferring  eale  to  glory,  and  content 
to  abundance,  fuffer  multitudes  to  pafs  by  them  ; 
4  and. 
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and^  being  willingly  left  behind,  naturally  fall  into 
the  lower  claffes  of  lociety. 

So  long  then  as  men  differ  in  their  qualities 
and  opinions,  the  diftinclioii  of  wealth  and  poi- 
verty  is  abfolutely  unavoidable. 

It  Is  indeed  no  difficult  matter  to  perfwade  thole 
who  are  in  a  ftate  of  affluence,  that  fuch  an  in- 
equality is  not  only  neceflary,  but  that  the  happi- 
iiefs  of  mankind  in  general  is  thereby  promoted. 

Men  in  this,  as  in  mofi:  other  inftances,  readily 
admit  an  argument  that  coincides  with  their  own 
interefts  and  inclinations. 

But  the  poor  will  not  fo  eafily  be  convinced^ 
either  of  the  neceflity,  or  utility  of  fuch  an  unequal 
dlftrlbution.  While  the  fiift  are  too  apt  to  be 
elated  by  the  accidental  circumflances  of  a  tem- 
porary pre-eminence,  the  latter  are  inclined  to 
murmur  againfl  God's  providence,  and  charge  it 
with  partiality  and  injuilice, 

1  True, 
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TruCjiieverthelefs,  it  certaiijyis,  (however  either 
clafs  may  be  unwilling  to  believe  it,)  that  there 
is  not  fo  great  a  difference  in  the  real  comforts  of 
mankind  as  there  is  in  their  rank  and  fortunes. 

Many  inftances  occur  to  prove,  that  the  connec- 
tion between  wealth  and  happinefs,  poverty  and 
mifery,  is  not  either  neceflary  or  general.  Be 
their  ftation  ever  fo  humble,  they  who  have  learnt 
to  be  virtuous,  temperate,  and  contented,  are  pof- 
fefled  of  a  treafure  far  more  valuable,  than  opur 
Jence  can  purchafe,  or  poverty  take  away. 

This  is  really  the  cafe  confidering  our  prefent 
life,  independently  of  another  ;  but  when  we 
refledt  how  fmall  a  proportion  the  utmoft  extent 
of  our  days  bears  to  the  boundlefs  profpe6t  of 
fiternity  ;  Vvdien  we  are  convinced  that  it  is  not 
on  the  quality  of  the  talk  impofed,  but  on  the 
manner  only  in  which  we  difcharcre  it,  that  our 
future  happinefs  and  glory  depend,  how  trifling 
are  all  tlie  vain  conceits  of  pride  !  how  unworthy 
^s  it  ef  God,  or  even  of  ourfclves,  to  cavil  at  the 

dilpenfar 
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diipenrations  of  divine  providence,  which  we  fee 
but  in  part,  and  that  part  imperf^dlyl 

Far  more  becoming  is  it  for  every  man,  high 
and  low,  rich  and  poor,  to  turn  his  thoughts,  how 
he  may  beft  employ  the  talent  committed  to  his 
charge,  and  approve  himfclf  a  diligent  and  faith- 
ful fervant  in  the  fight  of  his  Maker,  his  Judge, 
and  his  God. 

What  then  is  thy  lot  in  life  ?  Art  thou  reduced 
to  poverty,  overv/helmed  with  afflidlion,  or  op- 
prelied  with  iicknefs  or  infirmity  ?  Patience  and 
relignation.  to  the  will  of  God,  with  confidence  in 
his  mercy  through  Jefus  Chrift,  are  the  peculiar 
proofs  requked  of  thy  piety  and  virtue.  Check 
every  fentiment  of  diflrull,  nor  murmur  as  if  thou 

-tWert  hardly  treated.  God,  who  knoweth  better 
than  we  do  ourfelves  what  is  fittefl  for  us,  will 
not  fuffer  any  man  to  be  tempted  above  what  he 

V  is  able  to  bear.  Plis  cliaflifement,  which  impa- 
tience' reprefents  as  the  effed:  of  his  difpleafure  or 
partiality,  is  in  ordinary  cafes  rather  the  whole- 
fome  difcipline,  cr  reflraint,  of  fatherly  affeftion. 

Many 
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I^lany  whq  hear  me  muft  be  fenfible,  it  was  in 
fome  meafure  owing  to  the  narrow  ftate  of  their 
circumftances,  that  they  were  lefs  vicious  than 
they  might  have  been,  had  they  pofleffcd  the 
means  of  greater  extravagance.  David,  even  after 
he  was  raifed  from  privacy  to  a  throne,  flill 
tliought  it  good  for  him  that  he  had  been  af- 
flided;  and  Solomon  pronounced  forrow  prefer- 
able to  laughter,  becaufe  thereby  the  heart  is 
made  better. 

If  then  fuch  is  the  defign  and  end  of  chaftife- 
n>ent,  that,  although  for  the  prefent.it  may  feem 
grievous,  it  neverthelefs  naturally  tends  to  our 
improvement  and  advantage,  the  Apoflle's  obfer- 
vation,  that  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chafleneth, 
is  not  lefs  confolatory  and  encouraging  than  true. 

Let  then  the  poor  and  the  affliOcd,  laying  afide 
every  weight  that  deprefifeth  them,  and  the  fin 
of  diflruft,  with  which  they  are  fo  eafily  befet,  run 
with  patience  the  race  that  is  before  them. 


Art 
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Art  thon,  on  the  other  hand,  diftinguifhed  by 
affluence j  health,  and  profperity  ?  Many  and  great 
are  the  dangers  to  which  thy  fituation  is  expofed. 
More  than  ordinary  firmnefs  and  moderation  is 
required  to  withftand  the  temptations  of  vanity, 
iin,  and  pleafure,  when  the  means  of  gratification 
are  at  hand.  Hence  it  was  that  our  bleffed  Saviour, 
acquainted  with  all  the  weaknefs  of  the  human 
heart,  declared ;  It  was  hard  for  a  rich  man  to 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  Though  few 
truths  therefore  may  be  lefs  acceptable,  yet  thofe 
in  the  more  exalted  ftatians  of  life  ought  to  be 
frequently  reminded,  that  the  difference  among 
men  arifcth  not  from  any  inherent  excellence  in 
the  nature  of  fome  few  above  others,  but  that 
notwithftanding  all  the  pride  of  rank,  and  all  the 
infolence  of  wealth  or  power,  the  fons  of  men 
are  in  the  fight  of  God  fl:ill  equal. 

Away  then  with  all  the  idle  claims  of  arrogance 
and  prefumption,  and  let  the  rich  alfo  attend  to 
the  duties  which  are  annexed  to  their  condition. 
Patience  and  refignation,  thofe  capital  virtues  in 
a  flate  of  poverty  and  affliction,  are  of  little  merit 

iu 
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^n  him,  who  has  every  reaibn  to  be  contented  with 
his  lot  in  life.  Other  duties  are  required  of  thee, 
Difcharged  as  it  were  from  the  difcipline  of  the 
feverer  virtues,  it  is  thine  to  teftify  thy  piety, 
obedience,  and  gratitude,  by  all  the  condefcending 
offices  of  humanity  and  benevolence ;  it  is  thine, 
to  clofe  the  breach  of  difl:in(fi:ion,  to  comfort  the 
afflidled,  to  inftru£t  the  ignorant ;  in  a  word,  it 
Is  thine  to  deal  thy  fuperfiuities  to  the  wretched ; 
and  thereby  coavince  them,  that  the  ways  of 
pi-ovidence  are  juft. 

If,  haply,  thefe  refledions  have  imprefled  upon 
the  rich  and  poor  a  due  fenfe  of  their  particular 
obligations,  I  have  only  to  add  farther  a  few  ob- 
vious remarks  on  the  utility  of  thefe  charitable 
jnflitutions,  which  afford  fp  pleafuig  a  difplay  of 
Britifh  beneficence. 

What  a  number  of  poor  children  ar6  here  before 
us  !  Many  of  them  orphans,  the  refl:,  whofe  pa- 
rents are  unable  to  give  them  fuch  an  education 
as  may  fit  them  for  the  lowefl  office ?  in  fociety. 

b  2  Had 
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.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  protedion  of  their  hu- 
mane benefavftors,  far  the  greater  number,  if  not 
all,  rauft  have  been  left  abandoned  to  mhery  and 
Avickfdnefs,  with  every  difficulty,  every  tempta- 
tion againfl  them. 

-  By  the  llberahty  of  their  fellow  chriflians,  and 
the  prudent  m.anagement  of  the  diiinterefted  Guar- 
dians who  lb  kindly  undertake  the  fuperintendance 
of  this  their  adopted  family,  multitudes,  in  num-r 
her  fcarcely  credible,  have  been  already  refcued 
from  defiiudion.  Thoufands  in  fuccefhon  flill 
.contiikie  to  have  jlifl  ideas  of  civil  and  religious 
duty  imprefied  on  their  tender  minds,  fo  that  it 
may  reaionably  be  hoped  they  will  (under  God's 
:blelTing)  become  ufeful  members  of  the  commu- 
inty  inflead  of  a  burthen  upon  it. 

It  furely  is  not  improper,  and  I  truft  it  may  not 
be  ufelels  to  obferve,  that  even  fhould  the  ufual 
fund  of  fupply  to  thcfe  parochial  fchools  not  de- 
.creafe,  it  will  yet  be  lefs  fufficient  than  it  has 
been  for  their  lupport ;  the  numbers  of  the  poor 
are   daily   increafing,    while    fewer  means  prelent 

themfclves, 
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themfelves,  efpecially  to  the  weaker  fex,  for  the 
gani  of  an  honeil:  fubfillence.  There  are  indeed 
many  branches  of  buiinefs  and  manufadure, 
wherein  they  certainly  might  (particularly  by  their 
own  fex)  be  as  iifefully,  more  charitably,  and,  . 
may  I  not  add,  more  decently  employed  than  they 
are  ;  but  the  common  practice  is  not  in  their  fa- 
vour ;  and  they  in  whofe  power  it  is  to  guard  againll: 
encroachments  on  their  province,  have  of  late 
years,  through  inattention,  prejudice,  or  fafhion, 
encouraged  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  becomes 
an  object  worthy  of  more  particular  coniideration. 
Multitudes  of  thofe  unhappy  women  who  infcft 
our  flreets,  may  have  fiillen  victims  to  the  feduc- 
tion  of  flattery  and  talfhood,  but  not  a  few  have 
had  the  additional  temptation  of  neceflity,  to  de- 
viate from  the  path  of  innocence. 

A  fober  and  religious  education,  under  proper 
habits  of  reltraint  ai:d  order,  is  the  heft  prefer- 
vative  that  can  be  applied  to  youth  and  inexpe- 
^rience  :  It  is  at  the  fame  time,  a  recommendatory 
qualification    for  the    o/dinary.   purpoles    of   life, 

whereby 
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whereby  an  honeft  induflry  may  be  mofl  fccurc 
of  fuccefs. 

Were  the  precepts  contamed  in  our  Church 
Catechifm  the  only  ufeful  learning  to  be  acquired, 
that  fingle  attainment,  in  a  mere  political  view, 
would  be  worth  all  the  labour  and  expence  of  thefe 
inftitutions,  fuppofuig  neither  humanity  nor  reli- 
gion concerned  in  their  eftablifhment. 

But  the  zeal  and  attention  of  the  Society,  which 
firft  promoted  thefe  ufeful  feminaries,  ceafeth  not 
with  having  prepared  the  foil  for  culture.  The 
annual  and  occafional  fubfcriptions  to  tbeir  fund 
have  hitherto  enabled  them  to  be  inftrumental  in 
cherifhing  the  feeds  of  piety  in  their  advances  to 
maturity,  by  the  difperfion  of  the  holy  fcriptures. 
With  equal  folicitude  for  the  general  reformation 
of  the  community  at  large  have  they  contributed 
to,  and  rendered  eafy,  the  circulation  of  many 
pious  and  moral  trails,  which  are  admirably  well 
calculated  to  extend  the  knowledge  and  enforce 
the  pradlice  of  chriflianity* 


At 
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At  the  expence  of  this  Society  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  have  been  tranflated  for  the  ufe  of  our  fellow 
fubjects,  who,  though  living  under  the  ilime  go- 
vernment,   fpeak   a  language    different  from   cur 
own.     Nor  has  its  benevolent  exertions  in  this  and 
other  refpedls  been  confined  within   the  limits  of 
cur  national  connedions.     The  difl:refled   Protef- 
tants,    who,    fome   years  pafl:,    were   driven   from 
their  habitations  on  the  continent,   received  occa- 
fional  relief,  and  were  eftablifhed  in  a  new  fettle- 
rnent,  from  the  fund  of  this  inflitution.     Hence 
alfo   the  diftant  nations  of  the  Eafl  have  had  the 
Gofpel  communicated  to  them,   and  we  trufl:  in 
God's  mercy,  that  notwithflanding  the  knowledge 
of  his  Son  may  in  thofe  parts  be  ftill  compared  to 
a  feeble  ray  fliining  in  a  dark  place,  yet  in  good 
time  he  will  be  pleafed  to  make  perfect   our   en- 
deavours  to  diftufe   the   brightnefs  of   his  glory; 
fo  that  they  who  now  fit  under  the  fhade  of  igno- 
rance, may  at  length  be  called  into  the  marvellous 
light  of  his  truth,    and  all  the  people  of  the  earth 
become  the  people  of  God. 

Having  I  hope  in  fome  degree  anfwered  tlie  occa- 
fion  of  this  folemnity,  by  Ihewlng  what  is  the  par- 
ticular 
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tlcular  duty  of  the  rich  and  poor,  as  well  as  by  pohit- 
hig  out  the  great  utility  of  the  inflltution  itfelf,  th.eJ^e; 
remauis  only  that  we  beg  a  blefling  upon  fo  pious 
and  benevolent  an  undertaking.  May  God  grant 
therefore  that  all  they,  who  are  admitted  to  the  advan- 
tages of  it,  may  in  the  fpirit  of  humility,  meek-, 
nefs  and  fubmiffion,  profit  by  the  early  IcflbiiS  of 
obedience,  induflry  and  religion  ! 

To  fiich  as    are  intrufted  with  affluence  may 
the  Almighty  grant  a  will,  proportionate  to  their 
ability,  to  turn   that  talent   into   a  blefling  to  the 
public    and    themfelves,    whicii    is     fo    frequently, 
perverted  into  an  inftrument  of  fin,  exccfs,  and  folly. , 

So  may  the  dillrefled  parent  and  the  indigent  or- 
phan join  in  grateful  prayer  for  tiieir  generous 
benefadlors,  and  ages  yet  unborn  have  caufe  to 
blefs  their  memory. 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  be  all  honor,  &c. 
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MATT.    XXI.    15,    16. 

ij.  When  the  chief  priests  and  scribes 
SAW  the  wonderful  things  that  he 
did,  and  the  children  crying  in  the 
temple  and  saying,  hosanna  to  the 
Son  of  David,  they  were  sore  displeased, 
16.    And   said   unto  him,  Hearest   thou 

WHAT  THESE  SAY?  AnD  JeSUS  SAITH  UNTO 
THEM,  YeA;  HAVE  YE  NEVER  READ,  **  OuT 
**  OF  THE  MOUTHS  OF  BABES  AND  SUCKLINGS 
**  THOU  HAST  PERFECTED  PRAISE?" 


THE    chkf  priefts    and   fcribes    had  cor- 
rupted that  holy  religion  which   fliould 
have  led  them  to  Chrift. — When  Chrifl:, 
therefore,  came,  not  to  flatter,  but  to  reform,  the 
pride  of  their  hearts,  they  defpifed  his  perfon  and 
abhorred  his  dodlrine. 

a  They 
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They  and  the  children  were  equally  wltnefTes 
of  the  wonderful  things  that  he  did.  The  chil- 
dren, ftruck  with  what  they  faw,  in  the  honeft 
fimplicity  of  their  foul,  afcribed  unto  him  the 
honor  due  unto  his  name :  **  they  cried  in  the 
**  temple  and  faid,  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David.'* 
The  chief  priefts  were  fore  difpleafed,  both  at 
the  manifeftation  of  power  which  they  could  not 
deny,  and,  no  lefs,  at  this  fmall  mark  of  refpe£l 
ihown  to  the  meek  and  lowly  Jefus.  They, 
therefore,  faid  unto  him,  as  it  were  in  derifion, 
and,  perhaps,  not  without  more  mifchievOus 
7iews>  *'  Heareft  thou  what  thefe  fay  ?  thcfe  poor, 
**  ignorant,  idle,  clamorous  children  ?"  To  fuch 
infinuations  our  BlefTed  Lord  replied,  with  his 
ufual  dignity,  only  referring  thefe  Mailers  in 
Ifrael  to  their  own  Scriptures  ^  **  Yea ;  have  ye 
**  never  read,  Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and 
**  fucklings  thou  haft  perfed:ed  praife  ?"  This 
anfwer  was  a  fufficient  reproof  to  the  pride  and 
obftinacy  of  the  Jews  :  it  infers,  moreover,  that 
the  Searcher  of  all  hearts,  the  great  Author  of  our 
Faith>  confidered  even  children  as  capable  of  re- 
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ceiving  juft,  religious  impreffions  by  the  ufe  of 
proper  means,  and  of  profiting  by  them.  If  this 
then  be  fo,  it  is  hard  to  fay  upon  what  principle 
inflru6lIon  can  be  withheld  from  them,  of  what- 
ever rank  or  condition  they  may  be. — The  great 
moral  duties  are  the  fame  to  all  :  a  due  obfervancc 
of  focial  and  relative  duties  is  of  equal  impor- 
tance to  the  good  and  happinefs  of  fociety  at  large, 
in  one  branch  and  in  another.  The  negle6l  of 
obedience  and  proper  fubordination  in  the  infe- 
riour  ranks  is,  at  leaft,  as  prejudicial  to  the  general 
good,  as  the  abufe  and  infolence  of  power  in  more 
elevated  ftations. 

That  a  ilate  of  order  and  fociety  is  the  only 
ftate  proper  and  natural  to  mankind,  is  a  point, 
that,  one  would  think,  fhould  not,  in  this  age  of 
the  world,  require  many  arguments  to  prove  it* 
Every  power  of  the  human  mind,  every  afFedion 
of  the  human  heart,  is  more  than  demonflration. 
The  great  Author  of  Nature,  who  fupplies  thofe 
powers,  who  kindles  thofe  affedlons  within  us, 
and  who  placed  us  in  that  condition  for  which 
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fee  had  fo  fitted  us,  has  addrefled  us,  in  his  own 
Word,  as  fecial  creatures,  as  bound  to  all  that 
variety  of  relative  duties,  which  arife  from  a  flatc 
of  fociety,  which  conftitute  it's  beauty  and  happi- 
nefs,  and  are  all  comprehended  in  that  one  Evan- 
gelical term.  Charity.  Notwithftanding  this„ 
fome  of  the  mod  admired,  political  writers,,  of  the 
laft  and  prefent  age,  proceed  on  a  direftly  con- 
trary hypothefis.  They  fet  out  with  confideringt 
the  original  condition  of  Man  as  nothing  betten 
than  a  favage,  tumultuous  equality,  and  all  the 
advantages  of  fociety  as  the  gradual  work  of  mere 
human  effort  and  ingenuity.  Such  theories  are 
equally  groundlefs  and  dangerous :  they  are 
groundlefs,  becaufe  not  fupported  by  the  evidence 
of  fad ;  the  only  evidence  of  any  account  in  the 
queftion :  they  are  dangerous,  becaufe  they  mufl 
either  annihilate  all  fecial  duties,  both  publick 
and  private,  or  reft  the  obligation  of  them  on 
falfe  and  infecure  grounds.  It  were  unedifying 
to  examine,  or  combat  farther,  fyftems  fo  utterly 
chimerical  in  their  firfl  principle.  It  is  our  bull- 
Befs,  as  the  Gofpel  hath  done  before,  to  confider 
g  mankind,^ 
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mankind,  as  they  a6lually  are,  as  placed  in  fociety, 
by  God's  own  appointment,  amidft  a  various  dif- 
tribution  of  rank,  wealth,  power,  and  all  the  ex- 
teriour  circumftances  of  life. 

It  is  not   to  be  denied,   that,   on  this  view  of 
things,  we  fhall  flill  find  a  large  fhare  of  mifery 
and  wretchednefs    in    the   world.     Of   this,  part 
manifeftly  arifeth    from  the  inevitable   condition 
of  our  nature  3  from  the  impotence  of  childhood, 
and  age,  and  difeafe ;  part  too,  from  a  negled  of 
thofe  moral  and  relative  duties,  which  reafon  and 
religion  require,  from   flagrant  violations   of   the 
great  law  of  charity. — The  firfl  of  thefe  have  their 
claim  for  fupport  and   comfort  on  the   befl   and 
moll  powerful  feelings  of  our  hearts,   and  would, 
in  general,  find  it.     But  experience  fhows,  that 
thofe  feelings   are  extinguifhable,   and   fometimes 
extinguifhed  by  the  prevalence  of  felfifh,  vicious,. 
and  inordinate  paflion.     The  claim,  therefore,  is 
enforced  by  the  Laws  of  our  State;   the  only  State 
upon  earth,  to  it's  honour  be  it  fpoken,  that  hath 
ever  provided  a.  fixed  and  permanent  maintenance 

forr 


A     SERMON      PREACHED 

for  the  poor  and  helplefs.  The  law  of  humanity, 
and  the  law  of  the  land,  may  both  be  abufed ; 
both  frequently  are  abufed ;  and  thofe  aids,  which 
are  due  only  to  the  helplefs,  are  mifapplied  to  thci 
fupport  of  wilful  vice  and  lazinefs.  Where  this 
is  the  cafe,  the  interefts  of  virtue  and  fociety  are 
fo  far  injured.  But  it  doth  not  follow  from  thence, 
that  all  principles  of  charity  fhould  be  extirpated 
from  our  breafls,  the  Poor  -  Laws  erafed  from 
our  Statute-Book,  and  diftrefled  Innocence  fuf- 
fered  to  perifli,  for  fear  Vice  (hould  fraudulently 
contrive  to  fieal  encouragement  that  is  not  in- 
tended for  it.  No;  the  fair  argument  to  be 
drawn  from  fuch  abufes  pleads  only  for  a  certain 
degree  of  prudence  in  the  application  of  our  pri- 
vate charities,  and  in  the  execution  of  the  wife 
and  benevolent  laws  of  our  mofl  excellent  Con- 
flitution.  In  the  execution  of  thefe  fpecial  laws, 
one  may  fay,  without  impropriety,  fomething  mufl 
have  been  wrong,  and  that  pretty  generally.  We 
could  not  elfe  hear,  as  we  daily  do,  the  bare 
maintenance  of  fuch  as  can  do  little  or  nothing 
for  themfelves  (and  fuch  alone  are  juflly  the  object 
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of  thofe  laws,)  complained  of,  as  a  grievous  and 
almofl  infupportable  burthen.  That  the  numbers 
of  Poor  are  greater  than  heretofore,  is  mofl  cer- 
tain.— It  is  the  confequence,  not  of  the  decay, 
but  of  the  wealth  and  profperity,  of  the  country; 
of  an  increafed  population,  an  extended  commerce, 
and  improved  hufbandry.  Thefe  are  not  topics 
for  murmur  and  complaint.  We  fhould,  there- 
fore, pay  with  chearfulnefs  what  can  be  legally 
demanded  on  this  fcore,  and  flill  retain  an  un- 
abated fund  of  benevolence,  to  furni£h  a  ready 
^fliftance,  on  every  proper  occ^ion  that  may  fall 
in  our  way. 

The  far  greater  part  of  the  calamities  of  the 
world  are  fuch  as  arife  from  ourfelves,  from  our 
own  mifconduift,  from  a  violent  and  wilful  per- 
verlion  of  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man.  Thefe 
are  more  eafily  prevented  than  remedied.  Of  the 
neceffity  of  doing  fomething  in  the  way  of  pre- 
vention, all  countries  and  all  ages  feem  to  have 
been  fenfible.  Hence  have  grown  the  feveral  efta- 
blifhments  in  the  world,  publick  and  private,  for 

the 
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the  purpofe  of  Education  ;  to  inftil  principles,  and 
enforce  liabits,  in  the  minds  and  pra<5^ ice  of  youth, 
that  may  tend  to  regulate,  the  future  condud:  of 
their  lives,  en  fome  uniform  and  confiftent  plan 
or  other.  This  hath  been  the  fenfc  of  ferious 
men  in  all  times.  It  is  founded  in  truth  and  a 
juft  notion  of  the  nature  of  man. 

Modern  fpeculatifts,  who  fet  up  claims  to  a 
certain  dignity  and  excellence  in  human  nature, 
that  do  not  now  belong  to  it,  decry  every  mode 
of  early  education  as  mere  ground  of  prejudice. 
Call  it  prejudice,  or  what  you  will,  an  early  know- 
ledge and  veneration  of  that  which  is  certainly 
true  and  right  in  itfelf,  which  tends  to  our  own 
happinefs,  and  to  the  happinefs  and  .  order  of 
fociety,  muft  be  beneficial.  Surely,  it  were  no 
ill  office  to  diredt  a  ftranger  in  his  way,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  might  be  poflible  for  him,  by  a  com- 
petent fkill  in  geography,  to  afcertain  the  precife 
fituation  of  the  city  to  which  he  was  going.  Tlie 
cafe  applies  in  all  points  to  the  inllrudion  of 
youth. 

Left 
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Left  fo  important  a  matter  fliould  not  be  fufli- 
ciently  fecured  by  argument  and  the  leafon  of 
things,  it  is  fupported  alfo  by  the  highefl  of  all 
authority.  In  both  volumes  of  God's  Word  it  is 
ftrongly  recommended  and  infifted  on.  It  is  af- 
figned  by  God  himfelf  as  the  exprefs  rcafon  for 
manifefting  his  counfels  to  Abraham,  that  he  would 
impart  them  with  zeal  and  authority  to  his  family. 
"  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  the  thing  which  I 
**  do  ?  For  I  know  him,  that  he  will  command 
**  his  children  and  his  houfehold  after  him;  and 
**  they  fhall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do 
**  juftice  and  judgement."  When  Mofes  deli-  Gen.  xviii. 
vered  the  Law,  which  he  had  received  from  the  ^'  ^' 
mouth  of  God,  to  the  people  of  Ifrael,  it  was 
with  this  pofitive  injundlion  annexed;  **  Thefe 
**  words,  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  fhall 
**  be  in  thine  heart,  and  thou  flialt  teach  them 
*«  diligently  to  thy  children."  Our  Blefled  Saviour,  Deut.vi.6,7. 
when  on  earth,  taught  us,  by  his  example,  not  to 
flight  or  negledt  the  flate  of  children.  His  com- 
paflion  of  their  weaknefs  and  dependence,  his  love 
of  their  innocency  yet  unblemifhed  by  the  world, 
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he  exprefTed,  on  feveral  occafions.  *'  Suffer,  he 
*'  faith  to  his  Difciples,  fuffer  little  children  to 
**  come  unto  me,   and   forbid  them  not ;  for  of 

Luke  jcviii.  **  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  God."  St.  Paul  too 
emphatically  exhorteth  parents  to  brmg  up  their 
children  "  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 

Eph.  vi.  4.  '*  Lord."  The  judgement  on  Eli  and  his  houfe 
is  a  notable  inftance  of  the  mind  of  God  in  this 
matter;  *•  I  have  told  him,  that  I  will  judge  his 
**  houfe  for  ever,  for  the  iniquity  which  he 
*'  knoweth ;    becaufe  his   fons    made    themfelves 

iSam.iii.i3.  '*  ^i^^j  and  he  retrained  them  not."  A  formi- 
dable denunciation  to  all,  who,  from  careleffnefs, 
a  mifplaced  indulgence,  or  a  conceited  philofo- 
phy,  negledt  the  early  inftitution  of  fuch  as  fall 
properly  under  their  charge  -,  and,  no  doubt,  will 
extend,  in  a  Chriftian  country,  to  fuch  as  are  able, 
but  unwilling,  to  make  provifion  for  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  the  poor.  They  are  our  charge,  committed 
to  us  by  our  dear  Mafter :  it  is  from  our  kindnefs 
to  them,  and  our  attention  to  their  befl  interefls, 
that  he  hath  declared  he  will  eftimate  the  mea- 
fure  of  our  love  to  himfelf.     It  is  the  diflinguifh- 
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ing  charafler  of  the  Gofpel,  that  it  comprehends 
the  whole  human  race  :  it's  laws,  it's  bleffings, 
and  it's  awful  fan6lions  concern  all  equally:  it  is 
accordingly  addrefled  to  all,  without  refped  or 
diftindion.  The  great  Author  of  it  faid,  there- 
fore, of  himfelf  before  hand,  **  Thy  law  is  within 
"  my  heart.  I  have  preached  righteoufnefs  in 
**  the  great  congregation.  Lo  !  I  have  not  re- 
**  frained  my  lips,  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft.  I  have 
**  not  hid  thy  righteoufnefs  within  my  heart.  I 
**  have  declared  thy  faithfulnefs  and  thy  falvation. 
**  I  have  not  concealed  thy  loving  kindnefs  and 
**  thy  truth  from  the  great  congregation."  InPfal.xl.9,10. 
accomplifhment  of  all  this,  when  he  came  from 
heaven  on  his  high  errand,  *'  to  the  Poor  the 
**  Gofpel  was  a6lually  preached  j"  among  them  Matt.  xi.  5. 
were  it's  firft  advances  the  mofl  fuccefsful :  for 
when  the  glad  tidings  had  been  induftrioully  car- 
ried over  a  confiderable  part  of  the  world,  the 
Apoftle  teftifieth  to  his  Corinthian  converts,  "  Ye 
"  fee  your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many 
'*  wife  men  after  the  fle/h,  not  many  mighty,  not 
**  manynoblearecalled."Shallthenthatgate,  which  iCor.i.  25, 
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God  himfelf  in  his  mercy  opened  to  the  poor,  be 
now  fliut  againft  them  ?  Shall  we,  who  have  re- 
ceived the  Gofpel  through  their  hands,  now  con- 
ceal from  them  all  knowledge  of  their  duty  as 
men  and  Chriftians,  of  their  hopes  and  intereft 
in  Chrift  and  his  promifes  ?  Yet  this,  in  fa6t,  we 
do,  unlefs  we  furnifh  means  for  their  early  inftruc- 
tion.  The  parents  have  it  not  in  their  power^ 
perhaps  not  in  their  inclination.  If  then  the 
children  are  to  have  inftrudlion  at  all,  it  muft  be 
by  the  charitable  afliftance  of  thofe  who  are  better 
able  and  better  difpofed  to  it.  We  find  inftances 
of  the  attention  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  in  early 
times,  to  this  bufinefs.  Soon  after  churches  began 
to  be  ereded,  there  were  libraries  annexed  to  many 
of  th-em.  Schools  alfo  were  fometimes  kept  in 
the  church,  or  buildings  adjoining  to  it.  Of  this 
there  is  abundant  evidence.  In  the  Sixth  General 
Council,  we  are  told,  there  was  a  Canon  direfling 
"  Prefbyters  in  country  towns  and  villages  to  in- 
ftrud  all  fuch  children  as  were  fent  to  them ;  for 
which  fervice  they  were  to  exad  no  reward,  nor 
take  any  thing,,  except  what  the  parents  of  the 

children 
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children  might  choofe  to  tender  by  way  of  volun- 
tary offering."     Thefe   were  Charity   Schools  inBinghamOr. 

Eccl.B.viii. 

the  fulleft  extent  of  the   wordj  and  enjoined  bych.vii.  §12. 
publick  authority. 


In  this  country,   during   the   times  of  Popery, 
almoft  all  inftru6lion  was  engroffed  by  the   Reli- 
gious Houfes ;  and  chiefly  intended  as   a  prepara- 
tion for  the  Miniftry.    On  the  diffolution  of  thefe 
Houfes,  fome  of  the  fchools   were  endowed,   but 
flill    for  the    fame  purpofe.     Some   Catechetical 
inftrudlion  however  was  enjoined  by  our  Reformed 
Liturgy  to  be  given  to  ^//,  previous  to  their  Con- 
firmation by  the  Bifhop  ;  and  for  this  end  a  Form 
provided,  which,  in  point  of  clearnefs  of  expref- 
fion,   and   importance   of  matter,    is  not   to    be 
equalled   by   any   fummary    of   the   kind   in   the 
Chriflian  world.     The  giving  of  this  inftru61ion 
was  refted  on  the  confciences  of  parents  and  fpon- 
fors.     Many   among  the  poorer  fort,   of  courfe, 
never  obtained  it.     To  remedy  this  evil.  Charity 
Schools,  of  the  fort  we  are  now  contemplating, 
were  fet  up  by  voluntary  contributions  in  the  me- 
tropolis. 
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tropolis,  and  other  confiderable  towns.  The  ar- 
guments againfl  fuch  a  meafure  have  been  again 
and  again  anfwered  :  the  moft  plaufible  of  them 
proceed  on  an  aflumption  that  is  utterly  falfe  ; 
viz.  that  the  education  intended  will  raife  the 
children  above  the  condition  they  are  to  hold  in 
life.  In  fad:  the  education,  intended  and  provided 
for,  is  fuch  only  as  may  fit  them  for  that  condi- 
tion;  and  without  which  they  will  probably  be 
fit  for  none.  Circumflanced  as  the  world  is,  if 
fome  pains  be  not  taken  among  the  lower  ranks 
to  give  them  early  impreffions  of  virtue  and  reli- 
gion, and  early  habits  of  induftry,  they  will  foon 
catch  other  impreffions,  and  other  habits,  that 
will  render  them  the  bane  of  fociety,  and  termi- 
nate in  their  own  certain  wretchednefs.  A  truly 
Chrifiian  fpirit  cannot  be  more  fubftantially  proved, 
than  in  a  flrenuous  endeavour  to  prevent  thofe 
evils.  We  have  now  before  our  eyes  a  difplay  of 
the  eifeds  of  this  fpirit,  fuch  as  perhaps  the  world 
hath  not  elfewhere  fccn ;  fuch  as  cannot  be  con- 
templated by  a  mind  fufceptible  of  tender  emo- 
tions, without  the  mofl  devout  and  pious  rapture  ; 
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thoufands  of  fouls  refcued  from  the  fnares  of  the 
world,  from  the  jaws  of  lin,  and  death,  and  mi- 
fery ;  dedicated  to  God  j  prepared  for  that  eternal 
weight  of  glory  and  happinefs,  which  nothing  lefs 
than  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift  himfelf  could 
purchafe, 

Thefe  beneiits,  tranfcendently  great  as  they  arc, 
are  not  limited  to  what  we  here  fee.  The  pious 
labours  of  the  Society  are  extended  much  farther; 
and  annually  contribute,  with  increafed  fuccefs, 
under  the  furtherance  of  God's  bleffing,  to  difpel 
the  gloom  of  Pagan  and  Mahometan  darkncfs  in 
diftant  regions ;  and  to  expofe  and  defeat  the  tricks 
and  impofitions  of  Romifh  craft,  ever  forward  to 
fubftitute  prejudice  and  falfe  religion  in  the  place 
of  barbarous  ignorance.  Even  at  home,  among 
ourfelves,  inftrudlion  is  filently  conveyed  to  every 
corner  of  the  Ifland,  by  a  conftant  diflribution, 
under  the  Society's  direction,  of  the  Scriptures,  of 
our  own  moft  excellent  Liturgy,  and  other  reli- 
gious books  and  trads,  adapted  to  all  occafions 
and  all   capacities.     The  demand  for  thefe  is  of 

late 
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late  amazingly  increafed  :   a   happy  proof,  among 
others,  that    Ibmething   like   a  fpirit  of   religion 
and   good  manners   is   beginning  to  revive  among 
us.     One  would  hope  that  the  demand  might  ftill 
rife,  and  that  the  fupply  would  always  be  made, 
to  anfwer  the  demand  to  the  utmoft  pofTible  extent. 
Such  fupply  can  only   be    provided  for   by  your 
charity;  and  of  charity  fuch  as  yours,  it  is  one 
I  Cor.  xiii.  authcntick  chara6ler,    that   it    *'   never   faileth." 
There  is  manifeft  and  very  urgent  reafon  why  we 
/hould  encourage  and  fatisfy  this  demand  as  much 
as  may  be.     The  Prefs,  at  this  time,  teems  with 
publications   of  another   kind,    and  of  a  diredtly 
contrary  tendency.     Fatal  poifon  is  by  this  means 
diligently   circulated  in   all  poflible   fhapes,    and 
among  all  ranks.     It  is  not  confined  to  the  grofs 
ribaldry  of  profane   and  licentious  fongs,  to  the 
infinuating  arts  of  modern  novel-writing ;   it  af- 
fumes  the  more  fpecious  form  of  philofophy,  of 
hiftory,    and  even   the    facred  name  of   religion 
itfelf.     New  modes  are  daily  devifed  of  diflemi- 
nating  all  this  more  widely  and  more  effectually  ; 
periodical  criticifms  in  News-Papers  and  Maga- 
I  zines 
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zines  are  employed  to  force  it  into  notice  and 
ftamp  it's  pretenfions  with  decifive  encomium.  It 
is  frona  this  Society  that  the  fared  and  beft  antidote 
is  to  be  looked  for.  The  fource  of  religious  in- 
ilru6lion  here  hath  hitherto  continued  pure  and 
unfullied  j  extreme  vigilance,  it  is  evident,  hath 
become  more  than  ever  neceilary  to  keep  it  fo. 

It  is  not,  however,  by  inflrudive  leflbns  alone 
that  the  poor  are  to  be  trained,  fo  as  to  be  made 
ufeful  to  themfelves  and  the  publick.  Pra6lical 
habits  muft  be  acquired.  Of  thefe  the  firfi:  and 
moft  effential  are  habits  of  induftry.  Thefe  are 
in  themfelves  important  duties  j  they  are,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  bell  guard  and  fecurity  to  keep 
men  conftant  in  the  difcharge  of  every  other  part 
of  their  duty  moral  and  religious.  Indolence  is 
the  inlet  to  every  feducflion  both  of  the  world 
and  of  our  own  corrupt  hearts.  For  thefe  reafons 
this  Society  hath  wifely  recommended,  that,  in 
Charity  Schools,  labour,  of  fome  fort  or  other, 
fhould  always  be  made  a  neceifary  part  of  the 
education.     The   propofal  hath   been  adopted  in 
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many  inftances ;  certainly  with  great  advantage 
in  all  other  refpedls ;  and  no  ways  in  prejudice  of 
that  learning  which  was  the  original  delign  in 
thefe  eftablilhments. 

I  have  now,  I  think,  touched  on  the  fevcral 
objecfls  principally  adverted  to  by  the  Society. 
They  are  highly  important  in  every  view;  but 
they  are  fuch,  as  can  be  completely  attained  only 
by  that  liberality  which  diflinguilhes  this  nation 
above  all  others  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

As  friends  to  the  good  order  and  profperity  of 
our  country;  as  anxioufiy  concerned  for  the  mofl: 
fubitantial  interefts  of  our  countrymen,  both  tem- 
poral and  eternal ;  as  ftewards  of  Him  who  left 
us  in  trull  for  the  poor;  as  fellow-labourers  with 
God ;  we  are  preflingly  called  upon  to  contribute 
with  alacrity,  both  of  our  fubftance,  and,  where 
we  have  opportunity,  of  our  pains  and  attention 
alfj,  to  the  fupport  and  advancement  of  thefe  truly 
Chriftian  defigns. 

I  need 
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I  need  add  no  more.  It  remains  only  that  we 
fervently  implore  the  blefiing  of  God  on  this 
your  work  and  labour  of  love  ;  that  he  will  prof- 
per  it  to  the  glory  of  his  great  name,  and  the  fur- 
therance of  his  kingdom  upon  earth;  'till  i'uch 
time  as  thefe,  the  children  of  your  care  now,  then 
the  croiivn  of  your  rejoicing,  together  with  you 
and  all  who  love  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  fhall  unite,  with  one  heart  and  one 
voice,  and  cry,  *'  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David  : 
**  bleifed  is  He,  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
"  Lord." 
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Righteousness  exalteth  a  Nation,  but  Sin 
IS  A  Reproach  to  any  People. 

THAT  Right eoufjiefs  is  necefTary  to  exalt  a 
Nation,  and  make  it  flourilh  and  profper; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Sin  is  a  re- 
proach to  any  People,  and,  if  fuffered  to  prevail, 
will  prove  ruinous  and  deftrudive  to  it,  are.  truths, 
which  may  eafily  be  proved  by  confidering  the  end 
and  defign  of  Society,  and  the  effetft,  which  Virtue 
and  Vice  naturally  have  upon  it  *. 

By  Society  is  to  be  underflood  a  Body  of  People 
joined   together  by  juft  and  righteous  laws ;    and 

*  See  a  Book  entitled  "  An  Account  of  the  Societies  for  the 
Reformation  of  Manners,  &c.  &:c.,  in  which  the  Subje<5l  concern- 
ing the  Efte^  of  Virtue  and  Vice  on  Gommunities  is  well  con- 
fidered, 
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therefore,  whilft  thefe  laws  are  obfervedi  or,  fft 
other  words,  whilft  the  Members  live  virtuoufly, 
the  Society,  if  rightly  conftituted,  muft  need§ 
iloiirifh,  becaufe  the  end  is  anfwered,  for  which  it 
was  at  firft  formed.  As  long  as  due  obedience  is 
paid  to  the  laws,  the  Society  may  be  faid  to  be  true 
to  itfelf ;  its  peace  and  happinefs  will  be  preferved  ; 
and  as  nothing  can  arife  from  within  to  difturb  it,v 
fo  no  Power  from  without  can  eafily  overthrow  it. 
But  if  a  Society  become  falfe  to  itfelf  j  if  it's 
Members  violate  the  juft  and  righteous  laws,  upon 
which  it  is  founded  -,  if  Flee  prevail  inflead  of 
Firtuet  diforder  and  confufion  muft  enfue ;  fuch  a 
State  being  divided  againji  iffelf  cannot  Jiand^  and 
as  its  ftrength  will  be  weakened  by  inteftine  quar- 
rels and  difputes,  fo  will  it  fall  an  eaiy  prey  to  an)? 
Foreign  Force, 

But  we  need  not  fpend  our  time  in  inquiring 
into  the  effedl:,  which  Firttie  and  Fice  have  on  So- 
ciety :  There  is  no  want  of  argument  to  evince  this 
truth :  Experience  bears  ample  teflimony  to  it : 
The  Rife  and  Fall  of  Kingdwij  have  been  con- 

Aantly 
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fiantly  found  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  prevalency 
•  jof  Virtue  or  Vice  among  them ;  and  no  People  was 
ever  known  to  continue  profperous,    after  it  had 
forfaken  the  virtuous  principles  and  maxims,  upon 
which  it  was  founded.     Thefe  are  truths,  Vv'hich 
cannot  be  controverted,  and  are  known  to  all,  who 
are  converfant  in  the  hiftories  of  Nations  ;  and  they, 
who  have  not  this  knowledge,  nor  have  been  ac- 
jcuflomed  to   take,  into  tl].ei'r  contemplation,  fuch 
gi'eat  Objeds,  as  States  2i\-\diKi?7gdojns,  and  to  trace, 
with  exadnefs,  the  caufes  of  their  Progrefs  or  De- 
cline, may  look  into  private  Families,  and  confider 
the  effedt,  which  Virtue  and  Vice  have  ypon  them. 
But  if,  as  the  cafe  is,  private  Families  rife^or  fall  in 
proportion  to  their  virtuous  or  vitious  condud:,  fo 
mull   Nations  alfo ;    becaufe  a  Nation  is  nothing 
but  a  colledion  of  private  Families  united  under 
one  and  the  fame  Government.     But  the  Whole, 
the   coUedlive    Body   cannot    ilourifh,     whilfl:   rhe 
Membprs,  the  feveral  Parts  of  it,  are  in  a  weak 
and  languifhing  condition  :    Nor  on  the  other  hand, 
can  a  Btate  decay,  or  be  in  the  leaft  danger  of  ruin, 
whilft   it§    conftituent  Parts    are    flrong  and   vi- 
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gorous  *.  Every  Whole  is  made  up  of  it's  Parts, 
and  whatever  preferves  it's  Parts,  mufl  preferve  the' 
Whole  alio  -j-. 

But  the  truth  oF  the  Text,  which  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to  eilabUfh,  will  be  ftill  further  con* 
firmed  by  confidering  the  pracftice  of  all  wife  Law- 
givers :  For  they  did  not  only  found  their  States  in 
good  and  righteous  Laws  j  but,  in  order  to  promote 
the  pradice  of  Virtue  and  Religion,  and,  by  that 
means,  give  ilrength  and  permanency  to  their  Go- 
vernments, added  Laws,  from  time  to  time  as  they 
favv  occafion,  for  the  punifliment  o^  Profa?2etiefs  and 
Immorality :  And  it  muft  be  granted,  that  fuch  pe- 
iral  Laws  have  a  dired:  tendency  to  promote  Virtue , 
as  they  prevent  the  growth  of  Vice  by  hindering  it 
from  becoming  quite  general  j  as  they  deter  fome 
from  offending,  whilfl  they  keep  others  from  being 

*  Account  of  the  Societies  for  die  Reformation  of  JVIanners, 
3cc.  paHim,  Air.  Woodward's  Rif^  and  Progrefs  of  certain  Re- 
ligious Societies  in  :uid  about  London  and  Wcftminfter. 

t  Demonftration  of  the  Law  of  Nature  by  Dr.  Samuel  Parker, 
^iiliop  of  Oxford.  P.  a6. 

pro- 
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profligately  wicked ;  as  they,  not  only  fecure  the 
Innocent  from  the  contagion  of  Vice,  but  protecft 
them  alfo  from  the  mifchiefs,  to  which  they  would 
be  .expofed  from  qnreftrained  V/khednefs, 

But  if  penal  Laws  direcflly  tend  to  promote  Vir^ 
tue  by  punilliing  Vice  -,  if  they  are  a  reftraint  on 
fbme,  who  will  not  be  reftrained  in  any  other  way  ^ 
How  eomes  it  to  pafs,  that  Vice  abounds  fo  mucu 
every  where  ?  Why  are  penal  Statutes,  for  the  pu- 
nishment of  it,  attended  with  fo  little  fuccefs  ?  And 
to  come  home  to  ourfelves,  To  what  is  it  owing, 
that  Trofanenefs  and  Immorality  are  fo  prevalent 
among  us,  notwithilanding  all,  that  our  Legiflar 
tuie  hath  done  towards  the  fiippreffion  of  tliem  ? 

Now  thefe,  it  mufl  be  acknowledged,  arc  ^u'f- 
tions  .of  fome  confequence,  and  well  worth  our 
confideration  :  And  in  anfwer  to  them,  it  will  he- 
proper  to  obferve,  that  Laws  cannot  execute  them- 
felves,  and  therefore,  unlefs  Thofe,  who  are  in- 
truded with  the  Executive  Poive?\  will  give  them 

life 
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life  and  fpirit,  they  are  but  a  Dead  Letter  *,  and 
may  be  trampled  on  Vv^ith  impunity :    But  of  all 
.Laws,  fuch  as  are  made  for  the  fuppreffion  of  Vic^ 
and  Immorality,  are  the  leaft  likely  to  be  well  exe- 
cuted;  becaufe,  whilfl  Some,  on  whom  it  is  in- 
cumbent to  put  them  in  force,  have  not  courage  to 
do  their  Duty  ;  Others  are  remifs  in  the  execution 
of  their  Office  from  an  excefs  of  tendernefs  and 
good  nature  \.     Eut  if  the  Magijirates  had  courage 
and  refolution  to  do  ^heir  Duty  in  all  cafes,  they 
would  even  then  fuccecd  in  part  only ;  becaufe  there 
are  but  fev/  things,  which  they  can  do  upon  view, 
pr  upon   their   own  knowledge.     In  general  they 
can  know  only,  as  they  are  informed,   and  can  pu- 
niili  in  no  cafe  without  good  proof:    But  how  dif- 
ficult is  that  to  be  obtained  !    Men  are  extremely 
apt  to  complain  of  the  Iniquity  of  the  times,  and 
to  afcribe  it  to  the  want  of  attention  in  the  Exeau^ 
the  Fewer  j  but  will  any  one  of  thofe,  who  are  fo 

*  Account  of  the  Societies,  &c.  &c.   page  2.     Mr.  Nelfon'a 
Life  of  Bifliop  Bull,  page  366.     Ibid.  450. 

i   Account  of  SocietieSj  &c.  Sic.  page  56, 
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loud  in  their  complaints,  affift  a  MaglJlratCy  v/ho 
is  willing  to  perform  his  Duty  ?  Will  they  fland 
forth,  and  give  evidence,  or  do  any  one  thing, 
which  is  neceiTary  to  convidl  Offenders  ?  But  if 
Men  were  more  willing  to  affift  the  A'TagiJirafe, 
than  they  generally  are,  very  little  advantage  would^ 
in  the  end,  be  derived  even  from  thence  j  becaufc 
lingle  and  unconnected  Perfons  would,  by  being 
Informers,  cxpofe  themfelves  to  more  trouble,  ha- 
zard, and  inconvenience,  than  they  could  pofTibly 
bear.  But  would  not  this  difficulty  be  removed, 
and  much  Good,  at  the  fame  time,  done  to  the 
caufe  of  Virtue  and  Religion,  if  a  large  number  of 
zealous  and  well-difpofed  Perfons  were  formed  into 
Societies,  on  purpofe  to  affift  the  Magiflrate  in  in-» 
forcing  the  Laws  againfl  Vice  and  Lnmorality  ? 
Men,  fo  united  and  connected,  midit  ftand  their 
Ground  againfb  the  combinations  of  the  Wicked,* 
and  be  able  to  bear  all  the  trouble  and  expence, 
in  which  confederate  Vice  would  certainly  involve 
them  *  :  They  v/ould  be  placed  above  the  attacks 
of  the  llander,  and  calumny,  which  falfe  lips  and 

*  Account  of  the  Societies,  he,  p.  17,  18,  ig. 
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lying  tongues  would  be  fure  to  utter  againft  them  ^ 
In  a  word  they  would  be  fafe  and  fecure  from  all 
the  inconveniencies  and  dangers,    to  which  fingle 
Perfons  would,    in   fuch  a  work,    be  unavoidably 
expofed  *  :    And   this  cannot  fail  to  remind  many, 
who  hear  me,  that  Societies  of  this  kind  have  ex- 
iiled  in  this  Country,  in  feme  form  or  other,,  for  a 
Century  at  leafl,    and  have,    at  different  periods, 
been  very  diligent  in  bringing  the  Law/e/s  and  Dif- 
ibedient,  the  Ungodly  and  Frofane,   to  condign  pu- 
nishment -f-.     But  notwithftanding  their  pious  en- 
deavours for  fo  many  years.  We  fhall  be  told,  that 
Vice    fliU  abounds,    and   in    the   opinion  of  feme 
rather  gains  ground  upon  us  :     And  if  we  grant 
this,  if  we  allow,  that  Vice  has  vifibJy  increafed  of 
late  years,  it  will  not  therefore  follow,  that  thefe 
Societies  have  not  been  of  fome  public  Ufe :   For 
who  can   fay,    that  things   would   not  have   been 
much  worfe,  bad  as  they  are,  if  thefe  Societies  had 
not  interpofed  ?    I  think  it  very  certain,  that  they 
would :    For  what  is  fo  likely  to  reftrain  Vice,  as  to 

*  Account  of  the  Societies,  &c.  p.  I2.  f   I  Tim.  i.  9. 
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make  the  pradice  pf  it  uneafy  and  unfafe  ?  What 
can  fo  effedtually  lupprefs  Projanenefs  and  Irreligiouy 
a^  to  detect  and  bring  Offenders  to  fhame  and  pu- 
nifhrnent  ?  And  this  has  been  done  in  a  thoufand 
Inftances  by  thefe  Societies'*.  But  after  all  that 
their  Zeal  can  do,  thorjgh  fupported  by  the  beft 
Laws,  and  countenanced  by  the  highefl  Authority^y 
It  is  too  little  to  bring  about  the  dcfired  Reforma- 
tion, VicCy  notwitbil:aAdiAg  all  the  difficulties  and 
difcouragements,  which  can  be  thrown  in  it's  way, 

abounds 

*  Account  of  the  Societies,  &:c.  p.  ii. 

t  In  1697  King  William,  in  confequence  of  an  Addrefs. 
from  the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled,  ifTued  a  Proclama- 
tion for  Preventing  and  Punifliing  Immorality  and  Profanenefs; 
and,  in  all  the  fucceeding  Reigns,  Proclamations  of  the  like  kind 
have  been  made.  His  Prefcnt  Majefty,  in  1786  was  moft  Gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  iffue  a  Proclamation  againft  Profanencfs  and  Im- 
morality^ which  being  drawn  up  in  a  flronger  and  more  pointed 
manner,  than  had  been  ufuji,  and  there  happening  then  to  be 
loud  complaints  of  the  Liccntioufnefs  and  Irrcligion  of  the  Times., 
an  uncommon  Degree  of  Attention  was  paid  to  this  Proclamation, 
in  divers  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  particularly  in  Weftminfter, 
where  a  Society  was  formed  for  giving  Effecl  to  it.  On  thi^ 
occafion,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  obferve,  that,  befides  Societies 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  penal  Laws  agaijift  Vice^  there  are 

b  other 
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abounds  to  a  degree,  which  is  very  difgraceful  to 
Chrijlianityy  and  deflrud:ive  of  all  good  Order  j  and 
will  continue  to  do  fo,  till  a  way  can  be  found  to 
prevent  Faults,  as  well  as  to  punifh  the  commiflion 
of  them.  For  when  People  are  fo  corrupt,  and 
profligate  as  to  come  under  public  Cenfures,  there 
are  then  but  fmall  hopes  of  any  real  amendment 
from  punifhment ;  and  till  the  Evil  can  be  cured 
in  it's  Source,  Vice  mufl,  in  fome  meafure,  prevail. 

Thefe  then  are  the  chief  caufes,  why  the  Laws 
for  fupprefling  Vice  and  Immorality  are  attended  with 
fo  little  fuccefs  :  Thefe  are  the  reafons,  why  penal 

other  Inftitutions  equally  ufeful  at  leafl:  in  promoting  a  Reforma- 
tion of  Manners^  though  in  a  different  way,  fuch  as  the  Marine 
and  Philanthropic  Societies.  The  firft  of  which  has,  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  a  little  more  than  twenty  years,  fupplied  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  the  fhips  of  Merchants,  with  above  forty  thoufand  BoySy  who 
being  all  taken  from  the  Dregs  of  the  People,  without  any  fub- 
fiftence,  but  from  Stealing  and  Begging,  would  have  proved  an 
intolerable  Nuifance  to  their  Country,  if  this  Remedy  had  not 
been  applied.  The  other  Society  is  in  its  infancy,  but  it's  Defign 
being  to  provide  for  the  Children  of  Convicts,  and  of  Perfons 
confined  in  Prifon,  and  other  deflitute  Boys  and  Girls,  it  deferves 
the  greateft  Encouragement. 

Statutes 
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Statutes  can  never  bring  about  the  defired  Reforma- 
tion, Recourfe  therefore  muft  be  had  to  fome  other 
Expedient ;  to  fomething,  that  will  prevent  crimes; 
to  fomething,  that  will  cure  the  Evil  in  it's  Source : 
And  the  moft  promifmg  method  feems  to  be  To 
educate  the  Children  and  Youth  of  the  Nation,  in 
Virtue,  and  a  fenfe  of  Religion  -,  and  till  due  care  is 
taken  of  this,  all  endeavours  towards  a  Reformation 
wiU  fall  very  fliort  of  what  many  may  expedt. 

Thefe  obfervations  cannot  but  incline  us  to  think 
favourably  of  the  Injlitution  nov/  before  us,  the 
Defign  of  which  being  to  train  up  the  Children  of 
the  lower  Order  of  the  People,  in  habits  of  Virtue 
and  Indujiry,  feems  likely  to  fupply  the  defe(5ts, 
which  have  been  experienced  in  the  attempts  hi- 
therto made  for  effeQing  a  Reformatio?!  of  Ma?mers  : 
And  this  naturally  leads  me  to  explain,  more  at 
large,  the  peculiar  ufe  and  excellency  of  this  Cha- 
ritable Infitiition. 

Of  all  the  methods  of  delivering  mankind  from, 
Sin  and  Vice,  and  of  turning  many  to  Righteoufnefs, 

b  2  no 
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no  one  appears  more  likely  to  fucceed,  than  that 
of  bending  the  minds  of  Children  to  the  ways  of 
Virtue,  whilft  they  are  tender  and  pliable,  and  not 
yet  infedied  with  habits  of  Vice,     To  endeavour  to 
turn  men  from  their  wicked  courfes,   by  reproof, 
by  exhortation,  or  by  the  more  fevere  methods  of 
oains  and  penalties,  is,  at  beft,  but  to  apply  a  re- 
medy'to  an  inveterate  difeafe :    Whereas  to  turn  at 
firft  the  minds  and  inclinations  of  Children  into  the 
way  they  fiould  go,  is  to  forefee  and  prevent  the  dif- 
eafe itfelf :    It  is  to  write,  and  imprint  the  Laws  of 
God  on  the  tables  of  their  hearts,  while  they  are 
yet  white  and  clean,  not  fullied  by  any  filth,  or 
pollution  contrad:ed  from  finful  courfes  j  while  they 
are,  in  a  good  meafure,  ftrangers  to  the  vices  of  the 
World ;  and  are  put  into  the  fureft  way  to  be  proof 
againfl  them  by  an  early  prepolfeffion  of  Virtue  and 
Kjoodnefs.     Whereas  thofe,  who  have  not  had  the 
happinefs  of  fuch  an  education,  are  fent  into  the 
wide  World  without  Principle,  or  any  clear  fenfe 
tf  Duty,  without  Reftraint,  and  without  Employ- 
inent  j    and,    being  thus  left  to   themfelves,    it   is 
€aiily  forefeen    into    what   way  the    corruption   of 

Nature, 
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Nature,  and  the  example  of  a  wicked  World  will 
quickly  carry  them*. 

Thus  far  then  this  Defign,  by  fuccefTively  mend- 
ing and  improving  the  rifing  Generation,  appears 
to  be  well  calculated  to  bring  about,  by  degrees,  a 
general  Reformation  of  Manners  -^  and  if  we  inquire 
minutely  into  it,  we  fliall  find,  that  this  Injhtution 
is  more  likely  to  t^tdi  this  falutary  Purpofe,  than 
the  Expedients,  which  have  been  ordinarily  tried : 
For  it  doth  not  publicly  punilh  Crimes,  but  diredly 
tends  to  prevent  the  commiffion  of  them :  It  doth 
not  harden,  or  provoke  Offenders  by  pains  and  pe- 
nalties, but  makes  ufe  of  milder  methods,  Inftruc- 
tion  and  Perfuafion :  It  doth  not  contend  with 
vitious  habits,  or  inveterate  prejudices,  but  applies 
itfelf  to  Perfons,  as  yet  under  no  wrong  or  corrupt 
bias  :    In  a  word  it  doth  not  endeavour  to  reclaim 

*  Account  of  the  Methods,  whereby  the  Charity  Schools  have 
been  erecled  and  managed,  and  of  the  Encouragement  given  to 
them. 

This  Account  has  been  frequently  publifhed,  and  was,  for  fome 
years,  annexed  to  the  Anniverfary  Sermon. 

old 
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old  and  hardened  Sinners,  (an  attempt  fcldom  at- 
tended with  fuccefs)  but  addreffes  itfelf  to  the 
Young  and  Innocent,  whofe  minds  are  fufceptiblc 
of  the  bell  ImprefliOiis  ;  and  moreover  inftru(fts 
them  in  lefTons  of  labour,  and  induflry,  which  can 
alone  keep  the  Children  of  the  Poor  from  falling 
into  extreme  want  and  penury,  the  great  Source 
©f  fm  and  mifery  in  the  lower  Ranks  of  Life. 

But  this  Infikiition  doth  not  deferve  our  attention 
on  thefe  accounts  only ;    and  yet  thefe  are  advan- 
tages of  fo  much  real  importance,  that  I  might  reft 
the  ufefulnefs  and  expedience  of  it  on  them  alone, 
were  there  not  other  confiderations  behind,  which, 
in  the  prefence  of  this  folemn  and  large  AJfembly^ 
ought  not  to  be  paifed  over  in  filence.     And  firft 
then,  this  Work  is  a  Work  of  true  Chrijtian  Chd' 
rity,  as  it  carries  in  it  a  general  love  to  Mankind, 
and  a  delire  to  fee  every  one  happy  and  comfortable. 
It  farther  claims  our  regard,  as  it  is  a  Charity,  not 
only  to  the  Body,  but  the  Soul  alfo ;    fince  it  doth 
jiot  only  enable  the  Children,  who  partake  of  it, 
to  live  comfortably  in  this  World,  but  prepares  them 
5  alfo 
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alfo  to  be  eternally  happy  in  the  next.  Another 
advantageous  circumftance  is,  that  there  is  no  kind 
of  Chanty  whatever,  where  To  little  produces  fo 
great  efFedls,  as  in  this  way  -,  ana  where  thefe  ef- 
fects are  fo  certain,  as  very  feldom  to  fail.  Laftly, 
the  value  of  this  Charity  rifes  dill  higher,  as  it  doth 
not  only  benefit  the  prefent  Age,  but  extends  it's 
kind  influence  to  the  latefl  Pofterity. 

Thefe  are  all  Topics  of  great  confequence,  and 
well  deferve  to  be  enlarged  upon,  would  the  time 
permit ;  but  it  is  evident  even  from  the  fliort  man- 
ner, in  which  they  h.ive  been  now  propofed,  that 
this  Injiitution,  if  properly  managed,  is  likely  to  in- 
troduce a  great  National  BlefTing,  Religion  and  Virt~ 
tue  among  the  lower  Ranks  of  People  :  And  fome 
part  of  the  time,  that  remains,  cannot  be  better 
employed,  than  in  fhewing  how  we  may  tranfmit 
to  the  Generations  to  come  this  Bleffing,  pure  and 
unmixed:  And,  for  this  purpofe,  great  care  ou^ht 
to  l3e  taken,  not  only,  that  no  principles  fhould  be 
inftilled  into  the  Children,  who  are  the  objedls  of 
^his  Injtitittiony  but  luch,  as  are  found  and  good ; 

but 
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but  alfo  that  thofe  be  inftilled,  with  the  greateft 
dihgence,  which  are,  in  their  nature,  of  the  greatefl 
and  moil:  conftant  ufe  in  the  courfe  of  a  private 
Life;  fuch  as  immediately  tend  to  make  men  fe- 
rious  Chrijiiansy  and  peaceable  SubjeBs :  And  above 
all,  that  their  minds  be  not  tindlured  with  any  new 
and  fingular  notions,  either  in  Religion  or  Govern^ 
tnent ;  which  would  certainly  ferve  no  good  purpofe, 
and  might  perhaps  divert  their  minds  from  more 
fubftantial  duties  and  offices,  and  make  them  Pi'oud, 
Biifyy  Contentions. 

In  Religion  there  are  divers  points,  which  ftand 
at  a  great  diflance  from  the  foundations  of  Chrifli- 
anity;  and  yet  are  controverted  with  as  much 
warmth  and  zeal,  as  if  the  whole  Chrijiian  Scheme 
were  to  ftand  or  fall  with  them ;  and  fuch  contro- 
verfies,  if  managed  with  calmnefs  and  decency, 
may  be  innocently  carried  on  among  learned  Men  ; 
tut  are  much  above  the  capacity  of  Children,  and 
generally  of  their  Inftru(flors  too ;  and  in  whofe 
hands  therefore  they  are  at  beft,  but  idle  amufe- 
jiaents  3  and  if  put  into  their  hands,  would  probably 
3  lead 
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Jead  them  into  two  great  Rvilsy  namely.  To  mif- 
take  fuch  fpeculative  points  for  Fundamentals,  and 
To  beftow  greater  zeal  upon  thofe,  than  even  upon 
the  Fundamentals  themfelves. 

Fot  thefe  reafons  great  care  ought  to  be  taker! 
to  reftrain  Children  from  fpeculative  Points  of  all 
kinds ;  aiid  to  confine  them  entirely  to  fuch  Doc- 
trines and  Trinciples,  as  more  immediately  relate  td 
"Faith,  and  a  good  Ijife,  as  the  only  Dodirines, 
which  are  neeeflary  to  Salvation. 

And  as  in  Religion,  fo  alfo  in  Government,  many 
fpeculative  Points  have  been  raifed^  concerning  the 
Conftitutions  of  Kingdoms,  and  the  Rights  of 
Princes ;  and  fuch  Queilions  are  generally  agitated 
with  a  JDefign  to  breed  diflurbances  in  the  State, 
and  to  perplex  the  Public  Adminiftration.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  Defign^  thefe  pernicious  ef- 
fe(5ts  are  commonly  produced  -,  efpecially  among  the 
lower  Order's  of  People,  who  being  unable  to  un- 
derftand  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  fuch  'ThingSy 
are  carried  away  with  words  and  names,  while  they 
remain  utter  ftrangers  to  the  real  merits  of  the 
Caufe.     By  this  lingle  Device y  more  than  by  any 

c  other. 


ig  A    SERMON    preached 

other,  the  prefent  Age  hath  been  miferably  divideci 
into  parties  and  fadions,  which  have,  more  than 
once,  brought  the  Church  and  State  to  the  very 
brink  of  deftrudion.  It  may  perhaps  be,  in  vain, 
to  hope,  that  Perfons,  who  have  entered  deeply 
into  this  kind  of  fervice,  v/ill  be  perfuaded  to  con- 
fine themfelves  to  their  own  Bufinefs,  and  leave 
the  public  Adminiftration  to  wifer  Heads :  Yet  in 
order  to  prevent  thefc  mifchiefs  from  defcending  to 
our  Pofterity,  it  is  proper,  that  the  younger  Sort 
fliould  be  retrained  from  fuch  unwarrantable  fol- 
lies :  1  hat  they  fhould  be  taught  not  to  fpeak  evil 
of  Dignities ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  reverence 
Authority,  and  to  pay  all  Duty,  Honour,  and  Obe- 
dience to  the  Powers,  that  are,  and  this,  not  only 
for  Confcience-fake,  but  for  the  fake  of  Interefl: 
too,  as  we  have  no  other  fecurity  under  God,  for 
our  Religion  and  Liberties^ 

And  as  this  Le/Ton  of  reverencing  Authority,  and 
leaving  the  public  Admin illration  to  the  proper 
Hi^nds,  naturally  prepares  our  Youth  for  another 
apoftolical  Rule,  To  Jiiidy  to  be  quiet,  and  to  do 
their   own    Bufinefs,    and  to   work  with   their   own 

Hands ; 


at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London.  r^i 

Hafids  *  j  fo  thofe  two  together  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  wife,  ufcful,  and  comfortable  Life  j  of  a  Life 
of  ^jetnefsy  Peace,  and  Love, 

And  in  order  to  keep  fuch,  as  are  educated  m 
tht(c  Schools,  ftedfall  and  fixed  in  their  civil  and 
religious  principles,  nothing  can  be  more  advif- 
able,  thm  to  put  into  their  hands,  at  proper  fea- 
fons,  fome  of  thofe  pious  and  good  Books,  which 
by  means  of  that  Society -f-,  which  takes  fo  laudable 
a  part  in  this  Day's  Solemnity,  may  be  procured  in 
any  number,  and  at  a  very  eafy  charge.  There  is 
no  Duty  incumbent  on  us,  as  Chri/iians,  or  good 
Citizens y  which  hath  not  been  confidered  in  one  or 
Other  of  the  treatifes  publifhed  by  that  Society,  and 
always  handled  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  be  fuited  to  the 
meaneft  capacities.      The  Public  is  indebted,  for 

*   I  ThefT.  iv.  II. 

f  The  Society  for  Promoting  Chrlftian  Knowledge  together 
witTi  the  Truflees  of  the  Charity-Schools  are  the  Managers  of 
the  annual  Meetings  cF  the  Children  educated  in  the  Charity- 
Schools  in  and  about  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weflminfter; 
and  at  the  late  Meeting  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul, 
London,  on  Thurfday  the  14th  day  of  June  1792  the  Number  of 
the  Children,  v/ho  were  aflembled,  amounted  to  Jeven  thcufandy 
and  upwards. 

c  3  thefc 
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thefe  ufeful  trads,  to  fome  of  the  brlghteft  Orna* 
ments  of  our  Church  ;  who,  in  adapting  their 
difcourfes  to  the  education  and  fmall  acquirements 
of  their  ReadefvS  have  difplayed  a  perfedion  in 
writing,  not  to  be  attained,  but  by  a  clear  under- 
ftanding,  and  a  foHd  judgment,  much  improved  by 
long  exercife,  and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
tjje  beft  and  mofl:  judicious  Authors. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  Some,  who  do  not  think 
fit  openly  to  oppofe  Injlitutions  of  this  kind,  or  di-' 
redtly  to  cenfure  the  Dejign  of  them,  would  indi-? 
redly  wound  them  by  infmuating  that  they  are,  ia 
great  meafure,  ufelefs  and  unnecelTary,  fince  Fice  ftilj 
prevails,  though  recourfe  has  been  had  to  thefe  EJia-' 
blijhments  to  fupply,  as  it  were,  the  defeats  of  other 
modes  of  'Reformation* 

Now,  whether  Vice  and  Immorality  abound  more 
now,  than  they  did  formerly,  is  not  a  matter  for 
our  prefent  inquiry ;  fince,  whatever  is  the  true 
ilate  of  the  cafe,  we  may  obferve,  as  we  did  before, 
that  bad  as  things  are,  they  would  certainly  have 
been  much  worfe,  if  thefe  Schools  had  not  been 
4  creeled  ^ 
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eredled:  and  this  is  fo  flronf^  an  aro-ument  for  con- 
tinuing  and   multiplying  them,    that  a  man,  who 
can  be  againft  them,  mull  be  void  of  all  feeling : 
And  indeed,    humanly  fpeaking,    what  can   be  fo 
likely  to  reform  the  riiing  Generation,  as  to  educate 
them  in  the  Principles  of  Reh'gion ;    to  inure  them^ 
to  early  habits  of  LiduJIry,  and  enable  them  to  earn 
their  Bread  in  an  honeft  and  ufeful  Calling  ?   Some, 
who  have  been  beholden  to  thefe  EnabliHiments 
for  their  education,  do,  it  mufl  be  confcded,  partly 
from  their  own  bad   difpofitions,  and  partly  from 
the  ill  examples  they  had  at  home,  fall  off,  ajid 
fadly  difappoint  the  kind  intentions  of  their  Bene- 
factors :    But  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  thefe 
Inflanc€S  are  not  very  common  :   And  fuch  as  hap, 
pen  to  deviate,  in  this  manner,  from  their  Dutv, 
are  much  more  likely  to  fee  the  error  of  their  ways, 
to  take  up,  and  become  at  lafl  honefl  and  ufeful 
members  of  Society,   than  thofc,  who  have  been 
never  taught  at  all. 

But  it  is  unreafonable  to  call  the  utility  of  Injli- 
tilt  ions  of  this  fort  into  queftion,  becaufe  there  flili 
awe  Laivlefs  and  Dijobedient ,  Unholy  and  Frofane,  as 
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this  Charity  hath  not  yet  had  it's  perfeB  Work: 
For  though  theie  Schools  have,  from  their  firil 
erection,  thriven  and  increafed,  till,  from  low  be- 
ginnings, they  have  been  advanced  to  their  prefent 
height;  yet  the  number  of  Children  educated  in 
them  is  fmail  in  comparifon  of  thofe,  who  are  not 
received  into  them ;  and  the  reafon,  why  more  are 
not  invited,  or  compelled  to  come  in,  is  not,  becaufe 
no  more  are  to  be  found  in  our  Greets,  but  becaufe 
there  is,  at  prefent,  no  provifion  for  more;  and 
when  fuch  multitudes  of  poof  Children  are  flill 
without  the  means  of  education,  and  without  em- 
ployment; void  of  all  knowledge,  and  ienfe  of  duty, 
and  utter  flrangers  to  the  fervice  and  worfhip  of  God, 
is  it  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  Vice  fliould  appear  in 
a  variety  of  Ihapes ;  that  there  fhould  be  Lawlefs 
and  Dijhbcdient,  Unholy  and  Profane  ? 

But  if  God  fliould  be  graeioufly  pleafed  to  touch 
the  hearts  of  all,  who  are  able  to  contribute  to  fuch 
v/orks  of  Mercy,  and  difpofe  them  to  aid  the  pious- 
Managers  of  this  Charity,  in  fo  bountiful  a  manner, 
that  provifion  might  be  made  for  the  education  of 
dilt the  Childrefi,  who  are  proper  objeils  of  it;  yet 
9  even 
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even  then  the  defired  Reformation  would  not  be  ef- 
fecftually  brought  about;  becaufe,  it  mufi:  be  re- 
membered, that  all  our  endeavours,  though  highly 
ufeful,  are  confined  to  the  Children  of  the  poorer 
People ;  and  therefore,  though  we  fhould  fucceed 
to  the  utmofl  of  our  widies,  we  fhould,  I  fear,  be 
'found  to  go  but  a  little  way,  whilil  the  education 
of  the  reft  of  the  Nation  is  fo  much  neglcd:ed. 
The  want  of  education  in  Others  would  often  ob- 
flrudt,  and  fometimes  defeat  our  endeavours.  For 
as  long  as  Vice  prevails,  ill  examples,  and  the 
temptations  to  Sin  will  be  fo  numerous,  that  the 
Inferior  Sort  will  not  be  able  to  hold  out,  and  per- 
fevere  in  the  virtuous  conduct  they  have  been  taught 
in  thefe  Schools. 

Now  this  is  a  ftate  of  things,  which  One  cannot 
fufficiently  lament ;  and  if  it  be  aflced.  How  it  is  to 
be  cured,  or  altered  for  the  better  ?  The  Anfwer 
is,  that  Perfons  of  the  middle  Order  of  Life  y  as  well 
asThofe  offuperiorRank,mu^  not  only  reform  them- 
felves;  but  muft  take  care  alfo  to  imprint  on  their 
Children  fuch  virtuous  notions,  as  may  render  them 
good  and  ufeful  members  of  Society  j  and  until  this 

18 
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is  done,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expedt  that  genend 
Reformation  of  Manners,  which  is  fo  much  talked 
pf  by  all  Pretenders  to  Piety,  fo  heartily  wiflied  by 
all  finceie  Chriftians,  and  fo  mightily  dreuacd  hf 
the  Enemies  of  God  and  Godlinefs. 

But  whatever  affiftanee  the  pious  Managers  of 
thefe  EJlabliJhmnts  may  receive,  or  however  their 
endeavours  may  be  feconded  by  Others,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  They  have  done  their  parts  to-- 
wards  bringing  about  this  m.oft  defirable  Events 
They  cannot  fail  therefore  of  having  the  Bleffings 
of  the  Poor ;  the  Applaufes  of  all  good  Men  ;  the 
Satisfadion  of  their  own  Confciences ;  and  the  Di- 
vine Favour  and  Protecftion,  for  God  knoweth  tbem, 
that  are  his  * ;  and  v/ill,  in  the  end,  reward  their 
Labour  of  Love  with  a  blelTed  and  glorious  Immor- 
tality for  the  fake,  and  through  the  mediation  of 
his  beloved  Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  ;  to  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  afcribed  all  Honour,  Glory,  and  Power, 
now  and  ever, 

*  2  Tim.  ii.  19. 

THE     END. 
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The  Spirit  of   the  Lord  is  upon  me,   be^ 
cause  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 

I'HE  GogPEL  TO  THE  PoOR  ;  HE  HATH  SENT 
ME     TO     HEAL     THE     BROKEN-HEARTED,    TO 

ipREAcH  Deliverance  to  the  Captives, 

AND    recovering   OF   SIGHT   TO   THE  BlIND, 

TO  SET  AT  Liberty  them  that  are 
bruised,  to  preach  the  acceptable 
Year  of   the  Lord. 

IT  was,  as  it  fhould  feem,  upon  our  Saviour's 
firft  appearance  in  the  Synagogue  at  Nazareth, 
the  refidence  of  his  family,  in  the  charadler 
of  a  Public  Teacher,  that  to  the  aflonifhment  of 
that  alTembly,  where  he  was  known  only  as  the 
Carpenter's  Son,  he  applied  to  himfelf  that  remark- 
able pafTage  of  Ifaiah,  which  the  evangelift  recites 
in  the  words  of  my  text :  "  This  day,  faid  our 
Lord,  is  this  fcripture  fulfilled  in  your  ears."  Tht 
'  a  phrafe. 
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phrafe,  *'  this  day,"  is  not,  I  think,  to  be  underllood 
of  that  particular  fabbath-day,  upon  which  he  under- 
took to  expound  this  prophetic  text  to  the  men 
of  Nazareth  -,  nor  **  your  ears,"  of  the  ears  of 
the  individual  congregation,  alTembled  at  the  time 
"within  the  walls  of  that  particular  fynagogue.  The 
expreffions  arc  to  be  taken  according  to  the  ufual 
latitude  of  common  fpeech;  **  this  day,"  for  the 
whole  time  of  our  Lord's  appearance  in  the  flefh, 
er  at  leafl  for  the  whole  feafon  of  his  public  mi^ 
iiiftry  5  and  *'  your  ears,"  for  the  ears  of  all  you 
inhabitants  of  Judaea  and  Galilee,  who  now  hear 
my  dodirine,  and  fee  my  miracles.  Our  Lord  af- 
firms, that  in  his  works,  and  in  his  daily  preaching, 
his  countrymen  might  difcern  the  full  completion 
of  this  prophetic  text  5  inafmuch  as  he  wa^  the 
perfon,  upon  whom  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah  was, 
whom  Jehovah  had  anointed  "  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  the  Poor,"  whom  Jehovah  had  fent  "  to  heal  the 
broken-hearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  Cap- 
tives, and  recovering  of  iight  to  the  Blind ;  to  fet 
at  liberty  them  that  are  bruifed,  and  to  preach  the 
acceptable  year  Of  the  Lord." 

None: 
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None  but  an  inattentive  reader  of  the  Bible  can 
fuppofe,  that  thefe  words  were  fpoken  by  the 
prophet  Ifaiah  of  himfelf.  Ifaiah.had  a  portion, 
without  doubt,  but  a  portion  only,  of  the  Divine 
Spirit.  In  any  fenfe  in  which  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah 
was  upon  the  prophet,  it  was  more  eminently  upon 
him,  \vho  received  it  not  by  meafurc.  The  pro- 
phet Ifaiah  reftored  not,  that  we  know,  any  blind 
man  to  his  fight ;  he  delivered  no  captive  from  his 
chain.  He  predicted  indeed  the  relloration  of  the 
Jews,  from  the  Babylonian  captivity ;  their  final  ref- 
toration,  from  their  prefent  difperiion ;  and  the  ref- 
toration  of  Man,  from  the  worfe  captivity  of  Sin* 
But  he  never  took  upon  him  to  proclaim  the  actual 
commencement  of  the  feafon  of  liberation  ;  which 
is  the  thing  properly  implied,  in  the  phrafe  of 
**  preaching  deliverance  to  the  captives."  To  the 
broken-hearted  he  adminiftered  no  other  balm,  than 
the  diftant  hope  of  one  who,  in  future  times,  fhould 
bear  their  forrows ;  nor  were  the  Poor,  of  his 
own  time,  particularly  interefted  in  his  preaching 
The  characters,  therefore,  which  the  fpeaker  feems 
to  affume  in  this  prophetic  text,  are  of  two 
kinds ;  fuch  as  are  in  no  fenfe  anfwered  by  any 
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known  circumftance  in  the  life  and  charader  of 
Ifaiah,  or  of  any  other  perfonage  of  the  ancient 
Jewifli  hiftory ;  but  in  every  fenfe,  literal  and 
figurative,  of  which  the  terms  are  capable,  apply 
to  Chrift  ',  and  fuch  as  might  in  fome  degree  be 
anfwered  in  the  Prophet's  character,  but  not  other- 
wife,  than  as  his  office  bore  a  fubordinate  relation 
to  Chrift's  office,  and  his  predidions  to  Chrift's 
preaching.  It  is  a  thing  well  known  to  all,  who 
have  been  converfant  in  Ifaiah's  writings,  that  many 
of  his  prophecies  are  conceived  in  the  form  of 
dramatic  dialogues ;  in  which  the  ufual  perfons  of 
the  facred  piece  are  God  the  Father,  the  Meffiah, 
the  Prophet  himfelf,  and  a  Chorus  of  the  Faithful. 
But  it  is  left  to  the  reader  to  difcover,  by  the 
matter  fpoken,  how  many  of  thefe  fpeakers  are 
introduced,  and  to  which  fpeaker  each  part  of  the 
difcourfe  belongs.  It  had  been  reafonable  therefore 
to  fuppofe,  that  this,  like  many  other  parages,  is 
delivered  in  the  perfon  of  the  Meffiah,  had  our 
J^ord's  authority  been  wanting  for  the  application 
of  the  prophecy  to  himfelf.  Following  the  exprefs 
authority  of  our  Lord,  in  the  application  of  this 
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prophecy  to  him,  we  might  have  fpared  the  ufe  of 
any  other  argument,  were  it  not  that  a  new  form 
of  Infidehty  of  late  hath  reared  its  hideous  head; 
which  carrying  on  an  impious  oppofition  to  the 
genuine  Faith,  under  the  pretence  of  Reformation, 
in  its  affeded  zeal  to  purge  the  Chriftian  dodlrine 
of  I  know  not  what  corruptions,  and  to  reflore  our 
creed  to  what  it  holds  forth  as  the  primitive  flan- 
da  rd ;  under  that  infatuation,  which  by  the  juft 
judgment  of  God  ever  clings  to  felf-fufficient  Folly, 
pretends  to  have  difcovered  inaccuracies  in  our 
Lord's  oiim  dodtrine,  and  fcruples  not  to  pronounce 
him,  not  merely  a  Man,  but  a  Man  peccable  and 
fallible  in  that  degree,  as  to  have  mifquoted  and 
mifapplied  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament. 
In  this  inftance  our  great  Lord  and  Maflcr  defies 
the  profane  cenfures  of  the  dodior^  of  that  im- 
pious fchcol.  This  text,  referred  to  its  original 
place  in  the  Book  of  Ifaiah,  is  evidently  the  open- 
ing of  a  prophetic  Dialogue ;  and  in  the  particulars 
of  the  character  defcribed  in  it,  it  carries  its  own 
internal  evidence  of  its  necellary  reference  to  our 
Lord,  and  juflilies  his  application  of  it  to  himfelf: 
2  as 
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as  will  further  appear  from  a  more  particular  cxpo- 
fition. 

**  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,"  or, 
**over*me/'  The  expreffion  implies  a  fuperiority 
and  controul  of  the  Divine  Spirit :  the  Spirit's  go- 
vernment and  guidance  of  the  Man,  and  the  Man's 
entire  fubmiffion,  in  the  profecution  of  the  work  he 
he  had  in  hand,  to  the  Spirit's  diredion. 

**  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufe 
he  hath  anointed  me."— Under  the  Law,  the  three 
great  offices  of  Prophet,  Priefl,  and  King,  were 
conferred  by  the  ceremony  of  anointing  the  perfon. 
The  undlion  of  our  Lord  was  the  defcent  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  upon  him  at  his  Baptifm.  This  w^s 
analogous  to  the  ceremony  of  anointing;  as  it  was 
a  mark  publicly  exhibited,  "  that  God  had  anointed 
him,  to  ufe  St.  Peter's  expreffion,  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft  and  with  Power." 

It  will  feem  nothing  ftrange,  that  Jefus,  who 
was  himfeif  God,  fhould  derive  authority  from  the 
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un(^ion  of  that  Spirit,  which,  upon  other  occa- 
fions,  he  is  faid  to  give,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
tinder  the  Spirit's  direction  -,  if  it  be  remembered, 
that  our  Lord  was  as  truly  Man,  as  he  was  truly  God. 
That  neither  of  the  tv^'X)  natures  was  abforbed  in 
the  other,  but  both  remained  In  themfelves  perfe(ft, 
notwithftanding  the  union  of  the  two  in  one  Per- 
fon.  The  Divine  Word,  to  which  the  humanity 
was  united,  was  not,  as  fome  ancient  Heretics 
imagined,  inftead  of  a  Soul  to  inform  the  Body  of 
the  Man  -,  for  tliis  could  not  have  been  without  a 
diminution  of  the  Divinity;  which,  upon  this  fup- 
pofition,  mufl  have  become  obnoxious  to  all  the 
perturbations  of  the  human  Soul ; — to  the  pafTions 
of  Grief,  Fear,  Anger,  Pity,  Joy,  Hope,  and  Difap- 
pointment;  to  all  which  our  Lord,  without  fin, 
was  liable.  The  human  nature  in  our  Lord  was 
compleat  in  both  its  Parts  -,  confilling  of  a  Body  and 
a  rational  Soul.  The  rational  Soul  of  our  Lord's 
human  nature  was  a  diftind:  thing  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  Divinity,  to  which  it  was  united ;  and  being 
fo  diftindt,  like  the  Souls  of  other  men,  it  owed 
the  right  ufe  of  its  faculties,  in  the  exercife  of 
4  thetn 
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them  upon  religious  fubjedis,  and  its  uncorrupted 
rectitude  of  will,  to  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God.  Jefus  indeed  *'  was  anointed  with 
this  holy  oil  above  his  fellows,"  inafmuch  as 
the  intercourfe  was  uninterrupted ;  the  illumina- 
tion by  infinite  degrees  more  full,  and  the  con- 
fent  and  fubmiffion,  on  the  part  of  the  Man,  more 
perfe(5t,  than  in  any  of  the  fons  of  Adam.  In- 
fo much  that  he  alone  of  all  the  human  race, 
by  the  ftrength  and  light  imparted  from  above, 
was  exempt  from  fm,  and  rendered  fuperior  to 
temptation.  To  him  the  Spirit  was  given  not 
by  meafure.  The  unmeafured  infufion  of  the  Spirit 
into  the  Redeemer's  foul,  was  not  the  Means,  but 
the  EiFed,  of  its  union  to  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the 
Godhead.  An  union,  of  which  this  had  been  the 
means,  had  differed  only  in  degree  from  that, 
which  is,  in  fome  degree,  the  privilege  of  every 
true  believer — which,  in  an  eminent  degree,  was 
the  privilege  of  the  Apoftles,  who  by  the  vifibk 
defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  them  on  the  day 
of  pentecoft,  were  in  fome  fort,  like  their  Lord, 
anointed  with  the  undion  from  on  high.     But  in 

him 
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him  the  Natures  were  united;  and  the  uninter- 
rupted perfe<5t  commerce  of  his  human  Soul,  with 
the  Divine  Spirit,  was  the  efFe<ft  and  the  privilege 
of  that  myflerious  conjun<5tion. 

**  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is   upon  mc,  becaufe 
he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  Gofpel '* 

'1^0  preach  the  Gofpel. — The  original  word,  which 
15  exprefled  in  our  englifh  Bibles  by  the  word 
Gofpel,  fignifies  good  ncivs^  a  joyful  meffage,  or 
glad  tidings.  And  our  englifh  word,  Gofpel, 
traced  to  its  original  in  the  Teutonic  language,  is 
found  to  carry  precifely  the  fame  import  \  being  a 
compound  of  two  words,  an  adjecftive  Signifying 
good,  and  a  fubftantive  which  fignifies  a  taky 
mejfagey  or  decuiration.  But  as  this  lignification 
of  the  englifh  word,  by  the  general  negledl  of 
the  parent  language,  is  pretty  much  forgotten,  or 
remembered  only  among  the  Learned  ;  it  may  give 
perfpicuity  to  the  Text,  if  for  the  fmgle  word 
**  Gofpel,"  we  fubilitute  the  two  words,  **  glad 
"  tidings.'*    **  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me, 

b  **  becaufe 
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**  becaufe  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  glai 
"  tidines  to  the  Poor:  he  hath  fent  me  to  heal 
<*  the  broken  hearted,  to  preach  deUverance  to  the 
*^  Captives,  and  recovering  of  fight  to  the  Blind  ; 
**  to  fet  at  hberty  them  that  are  bruifed,  to  preach 
**  the  acceptable  Year  of  the  Lord." 

Our  Blefied  Lord,  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniflry^, 
reftored  the  fight  of  the  corporeal  eye  to  many, 
who  were  literally  blind.     By  his  miraculous  af- 
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iiftances,  in  various  inftances  of  worldly  affli(5lion^ 
far  beyond  the  ^-each  of  any  human  aid,  he  lite- 
rally healed  the  broken  heart — As  in  the  inftance 
of  Jairus,  whofe  breathlefs  daughter  he  revived ; 
of  the  widow  of  Nain,  whofe  fon  he  reftored  to 
her  from  the  coffin;  of  the  family  of  Lazarus, 
whom  he  raifed  from  the  grave  -,  of  the  Syrophce- 
nician  woman,  whofe  young  daughter  he  refcued 
from  pofleffion  -,  and  of  many  other  fufferers,  whofe- 
feveral  cafes  time  would  fail  me  to  recount.  We 
read  not,  however,  that  during  his  Life  on  earth> 
he  literally  opened  the  doors  of  any  earthly  prifon, 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  captive,  or  that,  in  any 
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Inftance,  he  literally  releafed  the  Slave  or  the  Con- 
vid:  from  the  burthen  of  the  galling  chain.  It 
is  probable,  therefore,  that  all  thefe  exprcfiions  of 
the  Poor,  the  Broken-hearted,  the  Captive,  the 
Blind,  and  the  Bruifed,  carry  fbmcthing  of  a  myftic 
meaning,  denoting  moral  diforders  and  deficiencies 
under  the  image  of  natural  calamities  and  imper- 
fections ;  and  that  the  various  benefits  of  Redemp- 
tion are  defcribed,  under  the  notion  of  reme- 
dies applied  to  thofe  natural  afflidions  and  dif- 
tempers.  In  this  figurative  fenfe  the  Poor  are  not 
thofe,  who  are  deftitute  of  this  world's  riches;  but 
thofe,  who  before  our  Lord's  appearance  in  the 
flelh,  were  poor  in  religious  treafure ;  without  any 
clear  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  of  their  own 
duty  here,  and  of  their  hope  hereafter ;  the  whole 
Heathen  World,  deftitute  of  the  light  of  Revela- 
tion. To  them  our  Lord  preached  the  glad 
tidings  of  Life,  and  Immortality.  The  Broken- 
hearted are  Sinners,  not  hardened  in  their  fins,  but 
defponding  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  without  a  hope 
of  expiation.  Thefe  broken  hearts  the  Redeemer 
healed,  by  making  the  atonement,  and  by  declaring 
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the  means  and  the  terms  of  Reconciliation.  The 
Captives  are  they,  who  were  in  bondage  to  the  law 
of  Sin,  domineering  in  their  members,  and  over- 
powering the  will  of  the  confcience  and  the  ra- 
tional faculty.  The  Blind  are  the  devout,  but  erring 
Jews  of  our  Lord's  days;  blind  to  the  fpiritual 
fenfe  of  the  fymbols  of  their  ritual  Law.  The 
Bruifed  are  the  fame  Jews,  bruifed  in  their  con- 
fciences  by  the  galling  fetters  of  a  Religion  of  ex- 
ternal ordinances  ;  whom  our  Lord  releafed,  by  the 
promulgation  of  his  perfedl  law  of  Liberty.  But 
notwithftanding  that  the  expreflions  in  my  text 
may  eafily  bear,  and  in  the  intention  of  the  infpiring 
Spirit,  certainly,  I  think,  involved  this  myftie 
meaning ;  yet  fince  the  prophecy,  in  fome  of  thefe 
particulars,  had  a  literal  accomplifliment  in  our 
Lord's  miracles,  the  literal  meaning  Is  by  no  means 
to  be  excluded.  Indeed,  when  of  both  meanings 
of  a  prophet's  phrafe,  the  literal  and  the  figura- 
tive, either  feems  clearly  and  equally  admiffible,  the 
true  rule  of  interpretation  feems  to  be,  that-  the 
phrafe  is  to  be  underftood  in  both.  This  feems  a 
clear  conclulion  from  the  very  nature  of  our  Lord's 
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miracles ;  which,  for  the  moft  part,  were  actions 
diftindlly  iyiiibolical  of  one  or  other  of  the  fpiritual 
benefits  of  the  Redemption  ;  as  fuch,  they  were 
literal  completions  of  the  prophecies,  taking  the 
place,  as  it  were,  of  the  prophecies  fo  completed, 
pointing  to  another  latent  meaning,  and  to  a  higher 
completion ;  and  thus  forming  a  flridl  and  won- 
derful union  between  the  Letter  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  prophetic  language. 

This  text  is  not  the  only  pafTage  in  the  prophetic 
writings,  in  which  the  preaching  of  glad  tidings 
to  the  Poor  is  mentioned,  as  a  principal  branch  of 
the  Mefliah's  office.  That  in  the  expofition  of 
thefe  prophecies,  the  figurative  fenfe  of  the  ex- 
prefTion  is  not  to  exclude  the  literal,  is  evi- 
dent from  this  confideration, — that  the  difco- 
veries  of  the  Chriftian  Revelation  are  in  fadt  empha- 
tically glad  tidings  to  the  Poor,  in  the  literal  ac^ 
ceptation  of  the  word;  to  thofe  whaare  deftitute 
of  worldly  riches.  To  thofe,  who  from  their  pre- 
fent  condition,  might  be  likely  to  think  themfelves 
ibxfaken  of  their  Maker ;  to  doubt,  whether  they 
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exifted  for  any  other  purpofe,  than  to  minlfter  to 
the  fuperfluous  enjoyments  of  the  higher  ranks  of 
fociety,  by  the  feverity  of  their  own  toil :  To 
perfons  in  this  low  condition,  and  under  thefe 
o^loomy  apprehenfions,  was  it  not  glad  tidings  to 
be  told,  that  they  had  a  Hope,  beyond  the  Infidel's 
expedtation,  of  a  perpetual  ceffation  of  forrow  in 
the  grave  ?  Hope  of  a  day,  when  all  fhall  rife,  to 
meet  before  the  common  Lord,  High  and  Low, 
Rich  and  Poor,  one  with  another  !  When  without 
regard  to  the  diftincflions  of  this  tranfitory  Life, 
each  man  fliall  receive  his  proper  portion  of  Honour 
or  Shame,  Enjoyment  or  Mifery,  according  to  the 
degree  of  his  moral  and  religious  worth  !  That 
he,  whofe  humble  ftation  excluded  him,  in  this 
Life,  from  the  fociety  and  the  pleafures  of  the 
Great,  (now  fallen  from  their  Greatnefs)  (hall  be- 
come the  Companion  and  the  Fellow  of  Angels  and 
of  glorified  Saints  !  Shall  fland  for  ever  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  his  Redeemer  and  his  God,  and  partake 
of  the  pleafures  which  are  at  God's  right  hand  I 
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Again,  the  difcoveries  of  Chriflianity  were  made 
in  a  manner  the  moft  fuited  to  popular  apprehen- 
Hon ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  they  were  emphatically- 
glad  tidings  to  the  Poor.  Its  duties  are  not  de- 
livered in  a  fyftem,  built  on  abflradt  notions  of  th^ 
eternal  fitnefs  of  Things  :  of  the  Ufeful  and  the 
Fair ;  notions,  not  void  of  truth,  but  intelligible 
only  to  minds  highly  improved  by  long  habits  of 
ftudy  and  reflection.  In  the  Gofpel,  the  duties 
of  Man  are  laid  down  in  lliort,  perfpicuous,  com- 
prehenlive  precepts,  delivered  as  the  commands  of 
God,  under  the  awful  fancflions  of  eternal  rewards 
and  punifhments.  The  doctrines  of  the  Chriftian 
Revelation  are  not  encumbered  with  a  long  train 
of  argumentative  proof;  which  is  apt  to  bewilder 
the  Vulgar,  no  lefs  than  it  gratifies  the  Learned  j 
they  are  propounded  to  the  Faith  of  all,  upon  the 
authority  of  a  teacher,  who  came  down  from 
Heaven,  **  to  fpeak  what  he  knew,  and  teflify 
what  he  had  feen.'* 

Again,  the  Poor  are  they,  on  whom  the  Chrifliaii 

dodrine  would  moft  readily  take  effed:,     Chrift's 
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atonement,  it  is  true,  hath  been  made  for  all.  The 
benefits  of  Redemption  are  no  lefs  common  to  all 
ranks  of  Society,  than  to  all  nations  of  the 
world;  and  upon  this  ground,  the  firft  news  of 
the  Saviour's  birth  was  juftly  called,  by  the  angels 
who  proclaimed  it,  **  Glad  tidings  of  great  Joy 
which  fliould  be  to  all  People,"  Every  fituation  of 
Life  hath  its  proper  temptations,  and  its  proper 
duties ;  and  with  the  aids  which  the  Gofpel  offers, 
the  temptations  of  all  fituations  are  equally  fur- 
mountable,  and  the  duties  equally  within  the 
power  of  the  Believer's  improved  flrength.  It 
were  a  derogation  from  the  greatnefs  of  our 
Lord's  work,  to  fuppofe,  that,  with  an  equal 
flrength  of  religious  principle  once  formed,  the 
attainment  of  falvation  fhould  be  more  precarious 
^n  any  one  rank  of  Life,  than  in  another.  But  if 
we  jconfider  the  different  ranks  of  men,  not  as 
equally  religious,  but  as  equally  without  religion 
which  was  the  deplorable  fituaton  of  the  world, 
when  Chriflianity  made  its  firfl  appearance,  the 
Poor  were  the.clafs  of  men,  among  whom  the  new 
do(5lrine  was  likely  to  be,  and  a(fiually  was,  in  the  firft 
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inflance,  the  moft  efficacious.  The  riches  of  the 
world,  and  the  gratifications  they  afford,  are  too 
apt,  when  their  evil  tendency  is  not  oppofed  by  a 
principle  of  religion,  to  beget  that  friend/liip  for 
the  world,  which  is  enmity  with  God.  The  Poor, 
on  the  other  hand,  excluded  from  the  hope  of 
worldly  pleafure,  were  likely  to  liften,  with  the 
more  attention,  to  the  promife  of  a  diftant  happi- 
nefs ',  and,  expofed  to  much  actual  fufFering  here, 
they  would  naturally  be  the  moft  alarmed  with  the 
apprehenfion  of  continued  and  increafed  fuffering 
in  another  world.  For  this  third  reafon,  the 
Gofpel,  upon  its  firfl:  publication,  was  emphatically 
**  glad  tidings  to  the  Poor." 

From  thefe  three  confideratlons,  that  the  Gofpel, 
in  the  matter,  in  the  manner  of  the  difcovery, 
and  in  its  relation  to  the  ftate  of  mankind  at  the 
time  of  its  publication,  was  in  fad^,  in  a  peculiar 
fenfe,  "  glad  tidings  to  the  Poor :"  the  conclufion 
feems  juft  and  inevitable,  that  in  my  text,  and  in 
other  pafiages  of  a  like  purport,  the  Prophets 
defcribe  the  Poor,  in  the  literal  acceptation  of  the 
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word,  as  efpecial   objed:s  of  the  Divine  mercy  in 
the  Chriftian  difpenfation.     And  this  fenfe  of  fu.ch. 
prophecies,    which  fo  much   claims    the  attention 
both  of  Rich .  and  Poor,  receives   a  further  confir-^ 
mation  from  our  Lord's  appeal  to  his  open  pradlic.e 
of  preaehing  to  the  Poor,    as  an  evidence   to   his 
contemporaries,    of    his    Divine     miflion.      "    Go 
ye,"    he    faid   to   the   Baptift's  mefiengers,    *'  and. 
fhew  John  again  thofe  things,  which  ye  do  hear 
and  fee  :    The  blind   receive  their  fight,   and  the 
lame  walk ;  the  lepers  are  cleanfed,  and  the   deaf 
hear;  the  dead  are  raifed  up,  and  the  foor   have 
THE    gospel    preached    TO    THEM."       Here, 
**  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel  to  the  Poor"  is  men- 
tioned by  our  Lord  among  the   circumftances    of 
his  miniftry,  which  fo  evidently  correfponded  with 
the  prophecies  of  the  Mefliah,  as  to  render  any.  mora 
explicit  anfwer,  to  the  Baptift's  enquiries,  unnecef- 
fary.     This   therefore  mufl  be  a  preaching  of  the 
Gofpel  to  the  Poor  literally;  for  the  preaching  of 
it  to    the   figurative   Poor,    the   Poor  in  religious 
knowledge,     to   the   Heathen   world,    commenced 
not  during  our  Lord's  life  on  earth,  and  could  not 
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be  alkdged  by  him,  at  tliat  time,  among  his  own 
peiTonal  exhibitions  of  the  prophetical  charaders 
of  tlie  xVIcfilah  of  the  Jews, 

Aliliredly  therefore  our  Lord  came  *'  to  preach 
glad  tidings  to  the  Poor."  *'  To  preach  glad  tidings 
to  the  Poor"  was  mentioned  by  the  Prophets,  as  one 
of  the  efpecial  objedls  of  his  coming.  To  preach 
to  them  he  cloathed  himfelf  with  fle(h,  and,  in 
his  human  nature,  received  the  un6lion  of  the 
Spirit.  And  fince  the  example  of  our  Lord  is, 
in  every  particular  in  which  it  is  at  all  imitable,  a 
rule  to  our  condud: ;  it  is  clearly  our  duty,  as  the 
humble  followers  of  our  merciful  Lord,  to  enter- 
tain a  fpecial  regard  for  the  religious  interefls  of 
the  Poor,  and  to  take  care,  what  we  can,  that  the 
Gofpel  be  ftill  preached  to  them.  And  the  moil 
effe(ftual  means  of  preaching  the  Gofpel  to  the 
Poor,  is  by  charitable  provifions  for  the  religious 
education  of  their  children. 

BleiTed  be  God,  inllitutions   for  this  pious  pur- 
pofe  abound  in  mofl  parts  of  the  kingdom.     The 
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authority  of  our  Lord's  example,  of  preaching  to 
the  Poor,  will,  with  every  ferious  believer,  outweigh 
the  objedion,  which  hath  been  raifed  againft  thefe 
charitable  inftitutions,  by  a  mean  and  daflardly  po- 
licy, imbibed  in  foreign  climes,  nor  lefs  unchriflian, 
than  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  genuine  feelings  of 
the  home-bred  Briton  :  a  policy,  which  pretends  to 
forefee,  that,  by  the  advantages  of  a  religious  edu- 
cation, the  Poor  may  be  raifed  above  the  labo- 
rious duties  of  his  ilation,  and  his  ufe  in  civil 
life  be  loft.  Our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles  better 
underftood  the  interefts  of  fociety,  and  were  more 
tender  of  its  fecurity  and  peace,  than  many  per- 
haps of  our  modern  theorifts.  Our  Lord  and  his 
Apoftles  certainly  never  faw  this  danger ;  that  the 
improvement  of  the  Poor,  in  religious  knowledge, 
might  be  a  means  of  confounding  civil  fubordina- 
tion.  They  were  never  apprehenfive,  that  the  Poor 
would  be  made  the  worfe  Servants,  by  an  education 
which  fliould  teach  them  to  ferve  their  Mafters 
upon  earth,  from  a  principle  of  duty  to  the  great 
Mafter  of  the  whole  family  in  Heaven.  Thefe 
ttiean  fuggeftions,  of  a  wicked  policy,  are  indeed  con- 
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tradided  by  the  experience  of  mankind.     The  ex- 
treme condition  of  oppreffion   and  abafement,  the 
unnatural  condition  of  Slavery,    produced,   in   an- 
cient times,  its  Poets,  Philofophers,  and  Moralifts. 
Imagine  not,  that  I  would  teach  you  to  infer,  that 
the  condition   of  flavery  is   not  adverfe  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  human  characfler.      Its  natural 
tendency  is  certainly  to  fetter  the  genius,  and  debafe 
the  heart.     But  fome  brave   fpirits,   of  uncommon 
ftrength,  have,   at  different  times,   furmounted  the 
difadvantages  of  that  difmal  fituation.  And  the  fad, 
which  I  would  offer  to  your  attention,  is  this  ;  that 
thefe  men,  eminent  in  tafle  and  literature,  were  not 
rendered,   by  thofe  accomplifhments,  the  lefs  profi- 
table flaves.     Where  then  is  the  danger,  that  the 
free-born   Poor,    of  this  country,    Hiould    be    the 
worfe  hired  fervants,  for  a  proficiency  in  a  know- 
ledge, by  which  both  Mafler  and  Servant  are  taught 
their  refped:ive  duties,  by  which  alone  either  Rich 
or  Poor  may  be  made  wife  unto  falvation  ? 

Much  ferious  confideration  would  indeed  be  due 

to  the  objection,  were  it  the  obje(5t,  or  the  ordinary 
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and  probable  efFed',  of  thefe   charitable   feminarles. 
for  the    maiiitenance  and  education  of  the  infant 
Poor,  to  qujrlify  them  for  the  occupations  and  piir- 
iiiits   of   the  higher    ranks   of  fociety,    or  to  give 
them  a  rclifli  for  their  pleafures  and  amufements. 
But    this    is  not    the    cafe.     Nothing  -more  is  at- 
tempted,   nor    can  more  indeed  be  done,  than  to 
give   them  that    inftrudlion,    in   the  doctrines  and 
duties  of  religion,  to  which  a  claim  of   common 
ri^ht  is   in  fome  fort  conftituted,    in    a    Chriftian 
country,  by  the  mere  capacity  to  profit  by  it ;  and 
to  furnifh  them  with  thofe  firfi:  rudiments,  of  what 
may  be  called  the  trivial  literature  of  their  mother 
tongue,  without  which  they  wduld  fcarce  be  qua- 
lified  to  be  fubjeds,  even  of  the  lowefi;  clafs,  of 
the  free  government  under  which  they  are  born. 
A  government,  in  which  the  meaneft  citizen,  the 
very  mendicant  at  your  doors,  unlefs  his  life,  or  his 
franchifes,   have  been  forfeited  by  crime  to  public 
juftice,  hath  his  birthrights,  and  is  entrufted  with 
a  confiderable  fhare  of  the  management  of  himfelf. 
It  is  the  peculiarity,    and    this  peculiarity   is    the 
principal  excellence,  of  fuch  governments,  that  as 
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the  Great  have  no  property  in  the  labour  of  ths 
Poor,  other  than  what  is  acquired  for  a  time  by  a  mu- 
tual agreement ;  the  poor  man,  on  the  other  hand, 
bath  no  claim  upon  his  fuperior,  for  fupport  and 
maintenance,  except  under  fome  particular  covenant; 
as  an  apprentice^  a  journeyman,  a  menial  fervant, 
or  a  labourer  ;  which  entitles  him  to  the  recom- 
pence  of  his  flipulated  fervice,  and  to  nothing  elfc. 
It  follows,  that,  in  fuch  ftates,  every  man  is  to  de- 
five  a  fupport,  for  himfelf  and  his  family,  from  the 
voluntary  exertions  of  his  ©wn  induftry,  under  the 
direction  of  his  own  genius,  his  own  prudence, 
and  his  own  confcience.  Hence,  in  thefe  free  go- 
vernments, fome  confiderable  improvemen-t  of  ihe 
nnderftanding  is  necelfary,  even  for  the  loweft  order? 
of  the  people  ;  and  mucliftrength  of  religious  prin- 
ciple is  requifite,  to  govern  the  individual  in  thofe 
common  concerns  of  his  private  life,  in  which  the 
laws  leave  the  meaneft  fubjecSt,  equally  with  his 
betters,  mafler  of  himfelf.  Defpotifm,  fmcere,  un- 
alloyed, rigid.  Defpotifm,  is  the- only  form  of  govern- 
ment, which  m.ay,  with  fafety  to  itfelf,  negkdl  the 
education  of  its  infant  Poor.  Where  it  is  the  prin- 
ciple. 
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ciple  of  government,  that  the  common  people  are 
to  be  ruled  as  mere  animals ;   it  might  indeed  be 
impolitic,  to  fuffcr  them  to  acquire  the  moral  dif- 
cernment,  and  the   fpontaneity,  of  men.      But  in 
free  flates,    whether  monarchical,   or  of  whatever 
form,  the  cafe  is  exadtly  the  reverfe.     The  fchemes 
of  Providence  and  Nature  are  too  deeply  laid,  to 
be  overthrown  by  man's  impolicy.     It  is  contrary 
to  the  order  of  Nature,  it  is  repugnant  to  the  de- 
crees of  Providence,  and  therefore  the  thing  fliall 
never  be,  that  civil  liberty  fhould  long  maintain  its 
ground,  among  any  people  difqualified,  by  ignorance 
and  profligacy,  for   the  ufe   and  enjoyment  of   it. 
Hence  the  greatefl  danger  threatens  every  free  con- 
ftitution,  when,  by  a  negled:  of  a   due  culture  of 
the  infant  mind,  barbarifm  and  irreligion  are  fuf- 
fered  to  overrun  the  lower  orders.     The  barriers, 
which  civilized  manners  naturally  oppofe,  againft  the 
encroachments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
exorbitance  of  licentioufnefs,  on  the  other,  will  foon 
be  borne  down,    and   the  government  will  dege- 
nerate either  into  an  abfolute  defpotic  monarchy,  or 
what  a  fubfifling  example  proves  to  be  by  infinite 
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degrees  a  heavier  curfe,  the  capricious  domination 
of  an  unprincipled  rabble.  Thus  would  ignorance 
and  irreliglon,  were  they  once  to  prevail  generally 
in  the  lower  ranks  of  fociety,  neceffarily  terminate 
in  one,  or  the  other,  of  thefe  two  dreadful  evils ; 
the  diilolution  of  all  government,  or  the  enflavin^ 
of  the  majority  of  mankind :  while  true  Religion, 
on  the  contrary,  is  the  beft  fupport  of  every  go- 
vernment, which,  being  founded  on  jufl  principles, 
propofes  for  its  end  the  joint  advancement  of  the 
virtue  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people ;  and,  by  ne- 
cefTary  confequence,  co-operates  wdth  Religion,  in 
the  two  great  purpofes,  of  exalting  the  general 
characler,  and  of  bettering  the  general  condition 
of  Man.  Of  every  fuch  government  Chriftianity, 
by  confent  and  concurrence  in  a  common  end,  is 
the  natural  friend  and  ally  :  at  the  fame  time  that, 
by  its  filent  influence  on  the  hearts  of  men,  it  af- 
fords the  beft  fecurity  for  the  permanence  of  that 
degree  of  orderly  definite  liberty,  which  is  an  ef- 
fential  principle  in  every  fuch  conftitution.  The 
Chriftian  Religion  fofters  and  proteds  fuch  Liberty, 
not  by  fupporting  the  abfurd  and  pernicious  doc- 
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trine  of  the  natural  equality  of  men  :  Not  by  avert- 
ing that  fovereignty  is  originally  in  the  multitude, 
and  that  Kings  are  the  fervants  of  their  people  :  Not 
by  releafing  the  confcience  of  the  fubjedt  from  the 
obligatidns  of  Loyalty,    in  every  fuppofed  cafe  of 
the  Sovereign's  mifcondud:,  and  maintaining  what, 
in  the  new  vocabulary  of  modern  Democracy,  is 
named  the  facred  right  of  infurreSfion  :  Not  by  all, 
or  by  any,  of  thefe  deteftable  maxims — maxims  fit 
only  for  the  counfels  of  Hell,    where  they  were 
hatched,  and  for  the  French  Convention  which 
adopts  them — Not  by  thefe  maxims,    Chriftianity 
fupports  that  rational  Liberty,  which  fhe  approves 
and  cherifhes  -,  but  by  planting  in  the  breaft  of  the 
individual  powerful  principles  of  felf-government, 
which  render  greater  degrees  of  civil  freedom  con- 
liftent  with  the  public  fafety. 

The  Patrons  therefore  of  thefe  beneficent  infli- 
tutions,  in  which  the  children  of  the  Poor  are 
trained  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord, 
have  no  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  true  Policy  will 
difapprove  the  pious  WQrk,  which  Charity  hath 
I  fuggefted* 
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fuggefted.  Thoufands  of  children,  of  both  fexes, 
annually  refcued  by  means  of  thefe  charitable  femi- 
naries,  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  from  beg- 
gary, ignorance,  and  vice,  are  gained  as  ufeful  citi- 
zens to  the  ftate,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  arc 
preferved  as  fheep  of  Chrift's  fold.  Fear  not  there- 
fore to  indulge  the  feelings  of  benevolence  and  cha- 
rity, which  this  day's  fpedacle  awakens  in  your 
bofoms. 

It  is  no  weaknefs  to  fympathize  in  the  real  hard- 
ihips  of  the  inferior  orders.  It  is  no  weaknefs  to 
be  touched  with  an  anxiety  for  their  welfare,  to  feel 
a  complacency  and  holy  joy,  in  the  refledlion,  that, 
by  the  well  dire(n:ed  exertions  of  a  godly  charity, 
their  interefts,  fecular  and  eternal,  are  fecured.  It 
is  no  weaknefs  to  rejoice,  that,  without  breaking 
the  order  of  fociety.  Religion  can  relieve  the  con- 
dition of  poverty  from  the  greateft  of  its  evils, 
from  ignorance  and  vice.  It  is  no  weaknefs  to  be 
liberal  of  your  worldly  treafures,  in  contribution  to 
fo  good  a  purpofe.  The  Angels  in  Heaven  par- 
ticipate thefe  holy  feelings.  Our  Father  which  is 
in  heaven  accepts  and  will  reward  the  work ;  pro- 
vided 
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vided  it  be  well  done,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Faith 
and  Charity.  For  of  fuch  as  Thefe — as  Thefe  who 
fland  before  you — arrayed  in  the  fimplicity  and  in- 
nocence of  Childhood — in  the  humility  of  Poverty — 
of  fuch  as  Thefe — it  was  our  Lord's  exprefs  and  fo- 
lenm  declaration — of  Such  is  the  Kingdom  of  God  1 
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PROV.  XIX.  2. 

ALSO  THAT  THE  SOUL  BE  WITHOUT  KNOWt 
LEGE,  IT  IS  NOT  GOODj  AND  HE  THAT 
HASTETH  V.'ITH   HIS  FEET,    STUMBLETH. 

TH  E  Text,  according  to  this  tranflation,  is 
divided  into  two  branches,  exprefling,  the 
111  effecfts,  firft,  pf  Ignorance,  fecondly,  of 
Want  of  Deliberation.  And  this  feems  more  con- 
fonant  to  the  ufual  method  of  thefe  writings,  than 
the  other  interpretation  which  includes  the  whole 
in  one  fentiment;  namely,  a  comparifon  between 
the  precipitancy  of  a  man  running  haftily  and  in- 
cautioufly  along,  without  any  obfervation  of  the 
impediments  that  lie  in  his  way,  or  any  regard  to 
jiis  fteps,  and  the  efFe(fl  of  a  blind  and  carelefs  ig- 
norance in  the  condu<5t  of  life. 
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Thefe  two  interpreta^ioiis  however  mutually  lU 
Juftrate  each  other,  and  ferve  to  eflablifh  the  gene- 
ral principle  of  the  neccflity  of  knowledge  or  ii> 
formation.  ^ 

This  neceffity  arifes  from  the  nature  and  confti- 
tutipn  of  man.     Born  as  he  is  with  the  feeds  and. 
principles  of  knowledge,  or  at  leafl:  provided  with 
inlets  through  which  he  mud  neceflarily  and  un- 
avoidably imbibe   them,  it  can  never  be  intended 
that  they  fhould  be  ftifled  as  it  were  i^a  their  birth, 
inflead  of  being  ripened  into  any  degree  of  matu- 
rity.    Every  thing  about  him  indicates  a  ftate  of 
continual  progreffion ;  the  increafe  of  his  growth, 
the  developement  of  his  bodily  faculties,  and  the 
gradual  improvement  of  his  organs  of  fenfe.     Can 
we  fupppfe  then  that  the  mind  is  to  remain  in  a 
torpid  flate,  without  making  at  leafl:  an  equal  pro- 
grefs  and  advance  ?   Indeed  fo  intimate  is  the  ccn- 
nedtion  between  body  and  mind,  that  the  progrefs 
of  the  one  will  to  a  certain  degree  neceflarily  ac- 
company the  progrefs  of  the  other.     A5  the  body 
jncreafes  in  health  and  flrength,    and  the  organs 
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acquire  a  degree  of  firmnefs,  it  is  impofTible  but 
feme  information  mufl  find  its  way  into  the  mind. 
The  obje«5ts  around  us  will  necefTarily  make  fomc 
impreffion,  which  in  its  turri  will  produce  certain 
workings  of  the  inteliedl  upon  them.     Experience 
will  teach  us  to  aflbciate  certain  ideas,  to  compare 
them,  and  draw  conclulions  from  them.     But  as  a 
due  portion  of  food   and  exercife  are  necefiary  to 
the  health  of  the  body,    fo   alfo  without   proper 
culture  and  attention,  the  powers  of  the  mind  will 
flag,   and  carry   us  but  a  little   way.     Nor  is  this 
attention   nccelfary   merely    to    the    acquifition   of 
knowlegc,   but  as  appears  from  the  text,  in  which 
the  necellity  of  it  is  coupled  with  that  of  delibera- 
tion, is  rcquifite  alfo  to  the  proper  dire£lion  of  it. 
It  becomes  therefore   an  interefting  inquiry,  how 
knowlege  is  to  be  obtained ;    what  degree  of  it  is 
neceifary  J,  and  what  is  the  proper  ufe  and  applica- 
tion of  it. 

In  the  purfuit  of  this  inquiry  we  are  naturally 
l^d  to  that  focial  principle  which  forms  a  part  of 
the  conftitutioft  of  man.     For  although  nature  ha8 
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provided  that  the  firft  rudiments  of  knowlege  fliould 
be  imbibed  without  any  exertion  of  our  own,  and 
with  Httle  or  no  afliftance  from  others,  yet  our 
ftock  will  remain  very  fcanty  and  deficient  without 
the  guidance  of  fome  more  experienced  and  affifting 
hand.  The  communication  therefore  of  ufefiil 
knowledge,  is  one  of  the  principal  acfts  of  benevo- 
lence which  men  can  excrcife  towards  each  other; 
and  as  fuch,  muft  be  one  of  the  principal  obliga- 
tions of  duty  impofcd  upon  them  by  their  mutual 
'^'f  elation.  ^ 

It  appears  then  that  knowlege  is  acquired  partly 
from  the  o^'eds  without  us,  prefcnting  themfelvfes 
to  our  fenfcs,  and  the  confequent  operations  of  otir 
mind  upo^  them,  and  partly  from  the  communica- 
tion of  our  fellow-creatures.  And  it  is'evident'  thkt 
there -arei' fame  brancl>es  of  knowlege  which  muft 
depend  wholly  on  that  communication  -,  fuch  as  the 
hitlory  of  paft  events,  and  the  tranfadlions  of  for- 
mer times,  which  can  only  be  conveyed  to  us  "either 
by  written  records  or'  c>fal"  tradition  handed  do\^'n 
from  our  forefathers.     The  opportiiriilies  and  the 
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heceffity  of  thefe  communications  muft  vary  ac- 
cording to  circumftances;     So  very  different  are  the 
iituations  of  the  different  people  fcattcred  over  the 
face  of  the  habitable  world  in  refped:  of  manners, 
cuftoms,  and  habits  of  living,  that  the  fame  mea- 
fure  of  inffrudlion  cannot  be  meafured  out  to  them 
all^  it  muft  be  adapted  both   to  their  wants  an^i 
their '  capacities ;  and  in  fome  cafes  perhaps  muff 
be  limited  by  their  mode  of  life,  and  the  neceflity 
they  are  under  of  paying  the  principal  attention  to 
the   cultivation   of -bodily   lifting t]i    and   at^ivity. 
Tlie  fame  elegant  arts  which  ferve  to  em  belli  fli  a/Ki 
axiom  life  among  the  inhabitants  of  poiilhed  ^m- 
pireiG,  would  becither  troublefome/i^ipedim^nts  qf 
at  leaft  uXelcfs.ornamcnts  among  the  wilder  inmate:S 
^f  .whcultivatedilfat'es:.     Arid,  fo  great  are  the  abufes 
and  .cdrruptions  which. :hiiv.e   always;  accon^pi^nicil 
<hQ.';jrcEn£inents  .of  a.  more  civilized  ihigc  of  fyr 
ciety?^  ■  that  it  has;  been  matter  of  doubt,  to.  vAuQh  of 
thefe  ftates  the  preierence  is  due.  .JTj^ie  Gomp^r^^fli 
indeed  mufi  not  be  maide  with. !thofe  .nations. av^^ 
are  immerfed^iii.  the  groffcli  .ignorance .  and  b^irbaf 
fiiy^Iaa<i  o*erwhd<mi0d:at  oncb- witfciall.  thevimpu- 
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Titles  of  fanaticifm  and  idolatry;  we  cannot  but 
indulge  a  confident  hope  that  it  is  in  the  councils 
of  the  Almighty  to  bring  them  out  of  this  miferablc 
li^te  to  the  light  of  fcience  and  true  religion-  But 
the  comparifon,  if  made  at  all,  muft  be  made  with 
thofe  who  are  not  deftitute  of  the  comforts  and 
conveniencies  of  life  j  who  have  fome  fettled  and 
regular  polity ;  fome  and  perhaps  pretty  flrong 
principles  of  juftice,  honor,  and  other  moral  vir* 
tucs  i  and  whofe  deficiency  in  religious  knowlegc 
is  perhaps  partly  compenfated  by  their  ignorance  of 
thofe  vices  which  prevailed  among  the  nations  to 
whom  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was  more  imme- 
diately fent.  Whether  thefe  people,  if  any  fuch  arc 
now  to  be  found,  are  in  their  progrefs  to'  another 
Aate  of  fociety,  in  which  they  may  experience 
both  the  benefits  and  dangers  of  an  higher  ci- 
vilization, and  among  the  former  may  ultimately 
become  intitled  to  partake  of  the  Covenant  of 
Grace  -,  or  whether  they  are  intended  by  the  Crea* 
ii>T  to  ftand  feparate  and  diftinft,  and  therefore  tcy 
be  judged  only  by  the  uncovenanted  mercies  of 
God,  we  prcfume  not  to  determine.  So  far  ho\«> 
ever  we  may  at  leaft  venture,  that  whcicver  we  fee 
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the  prevalence  of  grofs  vice  and  brutilli  ignorance, 
we  cannot  be  out  of  the  line  of  our  duty,  in  any 
endeavours  v^e  can  exert  to  remove  them,  and  in^ 
troduce  a  better  mind  in  their  ftead.  And  in  pro- 
portion to  the  difficulties  and  difcoiiragernents  \yhich 
ufi;ally  attend  fuch  an  attempt,  the  more  laudable 
and  difmterefted  mufb  the  endeavoiir  be  elleepied. 
Muph  indeed  is  it  to  be  wiihed,  that  the  ardor  of 
zeal  whip})  is  necefTary  to  Simulate  to  fuph  uqderr 
takings,  Hiould  always  be  tempered  with  difcretipri; 
that  the  good  feed  fliould  be  fpwn  with  due  care 
i^nd  p;-eparation,  and  the  produce  watched  with 
diligence  and  perfeverance ;  fince  it  is  only  by  fuch 
means  as  thefe  that  any  hope  can  be  entertained  of 
its  yielding  fruit  to  perfedlion. 

With  better  profpeets  may  this  zeal  and  this 
vigilance  be  applied  to  thofe,  who  being  born  with 
the  fame  advantages  as  ourfelves  are  in  want  only 
of  the  fanie  opportunities  of  improving  them. 
Here  indeed  a  field  is  opened  to  the  gratification  of 
our  befl  affeiftipns  by  contributing,  according  to 
our  refpe(^ive  means,  to  the  improveirient  and  hap- 

pinefs 


A       SERMON       PREACHED 

pinefs  of  'oiir  fellow-creatures':  and  equally  thank- 
ful ought  thofe  to  be  who  have  the  power  to  afford 
falutary  inftru^lion,  with  thofe  who  have  the  gooJ 
fortune  to  receive  it. 

It  is  true  indeed  that  in  the  exercife  of  this  power 
in  general,  namely,  the  communication  of  know- 
lege,  there  ought  to  be  a  difcretlon  arifing  frora 
the  circumftances  under  which  it  is  made,  and 
from  a  due  conlideration  of  the  proper  ufe  to  whict^ 
it  fhould  be  applied ;  left  by  a  precipitate  and  ill- 
managed  inftru(^ion,  we  fliould  fall  fliort  of  the 
defired  effedl.  Nor  is  the  danger  confined  to  that 
alone.  So  prone  are  we  to  abufe  the  befl  gifts,  that 
even  that  knowlege  which  ought  to  be  the  founda- 
tion of  our  virtue  and  happinefs,  is  too  frequently 
rendered  the  inflriiment  of  corruption  and  vice. 
Thi§  being  the  cafe,  it  is  evident,  that  as  infinite 
good  may  be  done  by  the  diligent  communication 
and  the  attentive  reception  of  ufeful  knowledge,  fo 
ni?:ewife  may  infinite  mifchief  enfue,  from  the  diffe- 
mlnation  of  falfe  and  delufive  inflrudion.  Wo  in- 
deed unto  thofe  by  whom  the  offence  ccmeth,  and' 
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who  are  chargeable  with  the  crime  of  thus  wil- 
fully corrupting  the  fountain  of  good,  and 
changing  the  medicine  of  the  foul  into  poifon  ! 
But  from  thefe  confiderations  a  new  duty  will  arife 
to  thofe  who  are  aftuated  by  a  benevolent  defire 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-creatures ; 
namely,  to  guard  againft  and  counteracfl  the  abufe 
of  knowledge  which  may  take  place  in  unprepared 
minds  from  the  inlidious  endeavours  of  fuch  as  wifli 
to  miflead  them.  And  this  confideration  will  per- 
haps fupply  us  with  the  beft  anfwer  to  thofe  who 
are  difpofed  to  reflrain  the  communication  of 
knowlege  to  fuch  alone  as  can  enjoy  leifure  to 
purfue  it.  Not  indeed  that  I  am  difpofed  to  admit 
the  propofitiou  that  ignorance  is  the  bell  fecurity 
for  obedience,  or  that  a  life  of  toil  and  labor  is  in^- 
conipatible  with  a  rcafonable  degree  of  information, 
on  fubjeds  with  which  it  mod  behoves  us  all  to  be 
acquainted.  Very  erroneous  and  ill-applied  mufl 
that  knowlege  be,  which  can  relax  the  nerves  of 
induftry,  or  loofen  the  obligations  of  duty  ;  and  if 
unfortunately  this  has  fometimes  been  the  cafe,  it 
feems   that,  the  remedy  fliould  lie,  not  in  brutidi 
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ignorance,  but  in  more  correct  inftrudlion.  But 
whatever  fpeculative  opinion  may  Be  entertained 
upon  this  headj  the  queftion  appears  to  have  re- 
ceived a  fufficient  decifion  in  pradife,  from  the  na- 
tural and  necefTary  progrefs  of  human  affairs ;  which 
how  flow  foever  in  its  operation,  yet  gradually 
tends  to  diffufe  light  and  knowledge  in  fome  fliape 
or  other  through  the  different  orders  of  fociety. 
Without  adverting  therefore  to  the  injuflice  of  at- 
tempting to  keep  the  common  people  in  ignorance, 
the  bad  policy  of  fuch  a  meafare  muft  increafe  in 
proportion  as  a  country  advances  in  civilization  and 
refinement.  The  "  children  of  this  world,"  ufually 
more  afiive,  as  well  as  "  wifer  in  their  generation 
than  the  children  of  light,"  will  avail  themfelves  of 
every  mean  to  corrupt  and  miflead  the  public  mind, 
in  order  to  warp  it  to  their  wicked  purpofes,  unlefs 
their  delign  be  counteracfted  by  found  and  ufeful 
cultivation.  Never  perhaps  was  this  cbfervation 
more  fully  juftified  than  in  this  age  and  country. 
It  is  incredible  what  pains  have  been  taken  to  cir- 
culate pernicious  dodtrines  and  opinions  purpofely 
adapted  to  the  lev^l  of  the  common  people.     God 
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be  thanked  !  care  has  not  now  been  wanting  on  the 
other  fide ;  and  we  may  flatter  ourfelves  with  a. 
profpect  that  by  the  bleffing  of  God  on  the  pious 
labors  of  well-difpofed  perfons,  a  feafonable  antidote 
may  have  been  found  for  the  poifon  v/hich  has  fo 
Jong  been  fpreading  through  the  community. 

It  is  evident  however  that  the  end  cannot  be  ef- 
fedlually  anfwcred,  unlefs  fome  foundation  of  good 
habits  and  good  principles  has  been  laid  in  early 
age  ;  which  may  afford  flrength  to  refift  for  a  while 
the  artifices  of  infidious  fophiftry^  or  at  leaft  pre- 
vent the  mind  from  being  open .  to  every  attack 
which  can  be  made  upon  it.  Such,  among  others, 
has  been  a  principal  obje<5l  of  the  laudable  endea- 
yours  of  that  Society,  whofs  caufe  I  am  now  called 
upon  to  plead,  from  the  earlieft  period  of  its  infti- 
tution. 

To  imprefs  the  mind  of  youth,  even  in  the  low- 
eft  orders  of  fociety,  with  the  firfl  principles  of 
moraUty  and  religion  i  to  teach  ihem  the  founda- 
tions of  their  duty  to  God  and  Man,  and  at^the 
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fame  time  to  inure  them  to  the  pradliie  of  it ;  not, 
as  the  adverfary  has  fometimes  falfely"  reproached 
us,  by  this  inftrudtion  withdrawing  them  from  their 
proper  fphere  of  life,  but  affording  them  the  befl 
afliftance  and  direction  for  their  condud  in  it ;  this 
is  properly  to  *'  train  up  a  child  in.  the  way  he 
fliould  go,"  and  to  fecure  the  beft  chance  which 
the  {late  of  hunvan  affairs  will  permit,  that  "  in  the 
end  he  will  not  utterly  depart  from  it." 

If  however  the  **  overflowings  of  ungodlinefs 
fhould  lead  us  to  fear  that  the  effed  of  thefe  endea- 
vours has  not  been  anfwerable  to  our  wiihes,  let 
us  remember  that,  virtue,  morality,  and  good  or- 
der, are  in  their  nature  lefs ,  prominent,  and  lefs 
apt  to  meet  the  public  eye,  than  their  contraries 
are  3  and  that  the  good  confequences  thereof 
arifing  from  the  labors  of  love,  are  to  be  eftimated 
from  the  filent  and  almoft  imperceptible  check 
given  to  that  wickednefs  which  would  otherwife  be 
triumphant  in  the  world.  Nor  yet,  we  truft,  will 
there  be  wanting  to  an  accurate  obferver  many 
indications  calculated  to  animate  zeal  and  encou- 
rage 
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rage  perfeverance  in  well-doing ;  and  while  we 
contemplate  with  joy  and  fatisfad:ion  the  awful  and 
interefting  fpe(ftacle  which  is  now  again  before  us, 
we  may  ftill  indulge  the  pleafing  hope  that  no  fmall 
benefit  may  accrue  in  future  both  to  the  individuals 
and  the  public,  from  the  inftitutions  which  bring 
us  together. 

With  fimilar,  but  with  more  diftant  hopes,  may 
we  look  to  the  pious  attempts  of  this  Society,  in 
conjunction  with  another  more* peculiarly  fct  apart 
for  that  purpofe',  in  diffufing  the  light  of  the  gofpel 
where  it  was  hitherto  unknown,  and  publiihing 
the  glad  tidings  of  Salvation  in  the  rcmotefl:  cor- 
ners of  the  earth.  And  while  their  care  is  thus 
continued  to  extend  the  knowlege  of  Chrift  in 
diflant  regions,  the  increaiing  refources  of  the  So- 
ciety have  with  equal  attention  been  applied  to 
facilitate  the  opportunities  of  his  worfhip  at  home. 
And  we  truft  that  in  proportion  as  the  means  are 
fupplied  by  the  pious  liberality  of  thofe  who  wifh 
to  encourage  our  defigns,  new  channels  will  be 
opened   and   new   methods   fuggefled   of  making 
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known  the  "  ways  of  God  upon  earth,  his  faving 
health  among  all  nations/' 

At  a  time  when  not  only  the  nations  of  Europe, 
as  has  too  often  been  the  cafe,  are  armed  againfl 
each  other,  and  wars  and  fightings  are  heard  among 
them  ',  but  when  new  and  unprecedented  attacks 
have  been  made  by  one  overbearing  ftate  upon  the 
liberties,  the  peace,  and  good  order  of  every  other ; 
when,  under  the  pretence  of  Gripping  off  the  trap- 
pings of  fuperftition,   and  reforming  fome  abufes 
which  may  have  crept  into  the  adminiftration  of 
the  church,  we  have  feen  the  ftandard  of  atheifm 
publicly  and  avowedly  raifed,  and  every  hope  of 
pardon  to  the  linner,  or  recompence  to  the  wretch- 
ed in  another  life,  difappointed  and  removed ;  un- 
der circumftances  like  thefe,    it  is  a  comfortable 
reflection  which  the  prefent  folemnity  affords,  that 
many   at   leaft   in   this  country  are  flill  occupied 
in  better  views  5  that  we  do  not  defert  the  caufe  of 
civil  and  religious  order ;  or  forbear  to  train  up  the 
riling  generation   in   thofe   principles   and   habits,^ 
which  will  tend  to  make  them  good  and  ufeful 
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members  of  fociety,  and  to  lecure  their  prefent  and 
future  happinefs. 

May  that  God,  who  giveth  the  Increafe  to  the 
mental  as  well  as  the  earthly  harveft,  difpofe  them 
to  profit  by  the  advantages  they  enjoy  -,  may  he  be 
pl^afed  to  render  them  the  means  of  preferving  his 
worfhip  in  a  finful  world ;  and  fupporting  them  by 
his  Holy  Spirit  through  the  conflids  of  the  flefh, 
may  he  fo  condudl  them  through  things  temporal, 
that  they  finally  lofe  not  the  things  eternal ! 
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At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  correfpoyiding 
nvith  The  Incorporated  Society  in  Dublin,  for 
promoting  Englifh  Proteftant  Working-Schools 
ip  Ireland  : 


A.  GREED,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Society  be 
given  to  the  Right  Reverend  ROBERT  Lord 
Bifhop  of  OXFORD,  for  his  excellent 
Sermon  preached  this  Day  before  the  Society, 
and  that  his  Lordfhip  be  defired  to  permit  the 
Society  to  print  the  fame. 

William  Oddy, 

Secretary. 
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NOTSLOTHFUL   IN   BUSINESS;   FERVENT  IN 
SPIRIT;     SERVING    THE    LORD. 


*-*>s^'*^^-*^^  Diligent  performance  of  oar  duty  in 
)*£       2^     i'efpe6l  to  ourfelves  and  others  in  that 
\'sH  ^  "^J*   ft^tion  of  life,   in  which  the  divine 
^/  k."^^Ji(  y   providence  hath  placed  us  j    and  a 
*ser-    sfl^    ^*   feiious  attention  to  the  worfliip  of 
our  Creator,  animated  with  a  well  informed  and 
a  well  tempered  zeal  3    both  alike  founded,   not 
only  on  a  convi6lion  of  the  reafonablenefs,  utility, 
and  moral  obligation  of  thefe  duties  confidered  in" 
themfelves,  but  on  a  regard  alfo  to  the  commands' 
of  our  only  Lord  and  Mafter  Jesus* Christ,  who' 
hath  expreflly  required  them  at  our  hands  :  Thefe 
form  the  principal  outlines  of  the  character  of  a 
good  Citizen  and  a  good  Chriflian. 
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The  great  objeck  of  this  Society,  and  of  our 
prefent  meeting,  is  to  promote  thefe  principles, 
and  to  difFafe  them  more  univerfally,  in  a  Nation 
conne6led  with  us  by  all  the  charities,  which  can 
bind  together  two  diflin6l  kingdoms ;  by  fubjec- 
tion  to  the  fame  fovereign  power,  to  the  fame 
form  of  government  j  by  a  large  intermixture  of 
interells,  of  property,  and  even  of  blood  ^  by  every 
conciliating  intercourfe,  by  every  endearing  rela- 
tion J  to  awaken  the  Native  Irifli  of  the  lower 
rank  out  of  that  torpid  flate,  in  which  their  pre- 
judices have  fo  long  held  them  ;  to  call  them 
forth,  or  by  degrees  at  leaft  to  lead  them,  from 
barbarifm  to  civility,  from  darknefs  to  light,  from 
bigotry  to  religion,  from  a  flavifli  fubje(5lion  to 
their  priefts,  and  an  abje<5l  valTalage  to  the  Pope, 
to  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  Gofpel  j  that  they 
may  become  ufeful  to  themfelves  and  to  the  com- 
munity, good  fubjefls,  rational  Chriftians,  real 
Catholics,  fervants  of  God  alone,  and  freemen  of 
Christ.  And  thefe  ends  we  are  urged  to  purfue, 
in  confideration  of  our  own  as  well  as  of  their 
interefts  j  by  every  motive  whether  private  or 
public,  whether  prudential  or  charitable,  whether 
political  or  religious. 

That  the  native  Irifli,  fo  clofely  connedled 
with  England,  flioukl  have  continued  for  fo  many 
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centuries,  and  fhould  in  fom6  degree  ftill  con- 
tinue, in  luch  a  flate  of  darknefs  and  barbarifin, 
might  feem  incredible  and  inexplicable,  were  not 
the  fa6l  evident,  and  did  not  hiftory  point  out  to 
us  the  caufes  of  it. 

The  fate  of  that  nation  has  been  fomewliat 
fingular,  and  the  difadvantages,  under  which  it 
has  laboured,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  itfelf.  No 
time  can  be  afligned  within  the  period  of  certain 
hiflory,  in  which  Ireland  had  any  favourable  op- 
portunity of  making  thofe  improvements,  which 
its  natural  capacity  admitted,  or  its  happy  fitua- 
tion  even  pointed  out.  As  it  efcaped  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Romans,  fo  was  it  likewife  deprived 
of  the  benefits,  which  their  government  generally 
introduced  ;  order,  laws,  civility,  cultivation  :  and 
being  feparated  from  other  nations  in  a  remote 
corner  of  the  then  known  world,  and  unfkilled 
in  navigation,  it  had  little  inclination  or  oppor- 
tunity to  profit  by  intercourfe  with  them. 

We  have  indeed  notices  from  undoubted  hif- 
tory  of  a  fubfequent  age,  in  which  Ireland  was 
celebrated  for  Literature  and  Sanctity,  Learning, 
driven  out  of  the  reft  of  Europe,  by  the  incurfion 
of  the  Northern  nations,  feemed  for  a  while  to 
take  refuge  there  j  and  from  thence  Letters  and 
Religion  were  propagated  to  the  neighbouring 
countries.     But  this  bright  age  was  of  no  long 
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.continuance  :  the  light  of  it  was  fbon  obfcured, 
and  at  lail  utterly  extinguirtied,  by  repeated  in- 
vafions  of  flill  more  northern  barbarians.  And 
it  rnufl  alfo  be  obferved,  that  their  Learning  ast 
beft  was  fuch  as  could  only  have  fhined  in  dark 
;times ;  and  that  theii:  Religion  ponftfted.  chiefly  in 
-the  extravagant  aufterities  qi  the  monaftic  lifd, 
unfavourable  to  improvement  of  every  kind, '  as  it 
encouraged,  and  fantlified  ina6livity,  and  confidered 
the  cultivation  of  the  art?  of  civil  life  as  profane, 
and  even  finful. 

Whatever  tl^ieir  former  attainments  .  might 
have  been,  the  Englifh  certainly  found  them  re- 
lapfed  into  a  ftate  of  extreme  barbarifm,  in  refpect 
of  fcience,  manners,  laws,  and  religion  i  without 
arts,  without  manufa6lures,  and  alm.ofl  without 
agriculture,  that  firfl  mark,  and  moft  efiential 
part  of  civilifation  ^  in  a  country  eminently  fruit- 
ful, and  abundantly  fupplied  with  every  thing 
proper  for  the  accommodation  of  its  inhabitants, 
m  a  manner  deftitute  of  the  conveniencies  a[nd 
even  the  neceflaries  of  life.  To  this  ftate  they 
were  reduced  by  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of  domeflic 
wars,  between  their  feveral  elective  kings,  under 
whom  they  were  cantoned ;  and  of  foreign  inva- 
fions,  to  which  they  lay  entirely  open  and  expofed: 
and  whatever  fhort  intervals  there  might  be  of 
either,   public  depredation  only  gave  place  to  pri-, 
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vat&  rapine,  and  militaiy  law  was  only  exchanged 
for  tyranny  or  anaixhy.  Nor  was  their  condition 
mended,  when  their  diflenfions  had  thrown  them 
into  the  hr\nds  of  the  Englifli :  the  fame  feries  of 
contentions,  either  among  themfelves,  or  with 
their  invaders,  fucceeded.  In  defpite  of  many  fo- 
lemn  a6ls  6f  forced  and  infmcere  fubmifTion,  they 
perpetually  revolted  againft  an  ill  eftablifhed  and 
ill  fupported,  a  weak  and  unfteady  government  j 
the  effect  of  which  was  little  more  than  to  keep 
up  their  i*efentment  againil  their  new  governors 
ever  frefli  and-  keen,  and  to  mature  it  at  length 
into  an  inveterate  hatred. 

Thus  for  many  centuries  this  unfortunate  na- 
tion laboured  under  all  the  difad vantages  of  fub- 
je6lion  to  a  fuperior  power,  without  partaking  of 
any  of  <«the  advantages,  with- which  it  is  often  ac- 
companied. The  conquerors- even  refufed  to  im- 
part the  benefit  and  protection  of  their  laws  to  the 
conquered.  Unable  to  reduce  them  to  order  by 
force,  they  would  not  k:ciHdefcend  to  tiy  the  gentle 
but  Ynore  powerful  incftneriee  of  benevolence  ;  and, 
inftead  of  reforming -the  natives-,  fufFered  even 
their  own  people,  fettled  among  them,  to  degene- 
rate and  become  barbarians.  The  condition  of 
the  times,  the  manners  of  the  people,  were  imfa^ 
vourable  to  every  kind  of  civil  improvement.' 
Thofe,  who  are  accuftomed  to  live  by  rapine  and 
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plunder,  always  look  i]pon  manual  lalx)ur,  and  thff 
^rts  that  depend  oi>  it,  with  contempt  and  aver- 
fioi) ;  and  who,  in  ^  ftate  of  civil  eonfufion,  will 
beftow  his  pains,  the  fruits  of  which  he  can  have 
no  reafonable  ej^pe6lation  of  enjoying  ?  Their  y^t^ 
laws  wefe  calculated  to  extii^guifti  every  inclina- 
tion to  indu{^ry,  by  affording  no  fecurity  in  the 
poflefTion  of  property,  v^qs  cef  t^inty  of  its  4efei3n4- 
ing  by  inheritance. 

When  the  light  of  the  Qofpel  wa§  relitmined 
by  the  Reformation,  the  fame  pillar  of  fire,  which 
gave  a  guiding  light  to  England,  became  a  cloud 
and  darknefs  to  the  Irifh ;  making  a  ftill  greater 
feparation  between  bot}i,  fo  that  one  came  not 
near  the  other.  Tl:\e  reception  of  it  by  the  for- 
mer, was  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  reafon  for  its  being 
rejected  by  the  latter.  It  threw  them  moi;e  irre- 
coverably into  the  arms  of  Rome  ;  and  made 
them  feek  alliances  with  every  Popifli  nation,  that 
could  flatter  them  with  prpmifes  of  protedlion. 
Thefe  connexions,  formed  fo  long  ago,  ftill  fubr 
fift  :  hence  the  conftant  fupplies,  which  they  af- 
ford to  foreign  armies  j  doubly  deftru6live  to  th^ir 
country,  as  they  diminifh  its  force,  and  at  the 
fam^  time  increafe  t{iie  ftrength  of  its  enemies. 
The  next  age  was  ur^Jiappily  diftingiiifhed  by  dif- 
cord  and  devaftatiop,  mope  violent,  and  more  %&r 
neral  j  by  rebellipns  aftd  m^^cf es  -,  by  civil  wars 
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inflamed  and  heightened  with  religious  fury ;  ren- 
dering ineffe^lual  every  approach,  which  had  be- 
fore been  made,  to  order  and  government ;  imbit- 
tering  and  confirming  old  animofities,  aggravating 
antient  prejudices,  and  rendering  them  invincible. 

The  great  era  of  Britifli  Liberty,  the  Revolu- 
tion, marks  the  commencement  of  peace  and  pro- 
fperity  to  Ireland,  after  at  leaft  nine  centuries  of 
uninterrupted  difcord,  confufion,  and  defolation. 
The  way  to  happinefs  was  then  laid  plainly  open : 
but  in  fo  long  a  courfe  of  time,  as  hath  palled 
fmce,  what  advances  have  been  made  towards  it  ? 
Much  lefs,  than  in  reafou  might  have  been  ex- 
pe6led  \  even  allowing  to  every  obviating  caufe  its 
full  efficacy.  Barbarifm  hath  retreated  with  a  flow 
pace :  fome  remains  of  it  at  leaft  ftili  appear  in 
the  manners  of  the  people,  by  its  genuine  marks, 
ferocity  and  indolence  :  outrageous  a6ls  of  lawlefs 
violence,  unheard  of  in  any  civilifed  country,  are 
ftill  frequently  committed  there  j  and  hardly  any 
other  country  bears  on  the  face  of  it  fuch  plain 
indications  of  the  bounty  of  God  in  imparting  the 
gifts  of  nature,  and  of  the  floth  of  man  in  neglecl- 
ing  to  improve  them.  ^^ 

Popery,  that  more  than  Egyptian  darknefsy 
ftill  covers  the  greater  part  of  the  land  \  a  dark- 
ncfs,  which  may  be  fenfibly  felt  in  its  pernicious 
effe^ls  and  deftrudive  confequences.  It  is  the 
great  obftacle,  that  ftands  in  the  way  of  every  bene- 
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ficial,  every  generous,  defign  :  it  coiintera6ls  every 
principle,  that  leads  to  loyalty  and  true  piety,  to 
induftryand  ufeful  knowledge,  to  national  ftrength, 
iecurity,  and  happincfs.  It  infpires  its  wretched 
votaries  with  a  deteftation  of  that  government 
which  prote6ls  them,  becaule  it  is  adminiflered  by 
thofe  v^hom  they  call  Ufurpers  and  Heretics  \  and 
makes  them  ready  to  join  the  enemies  of  their 
country,  becaufe  they  call  themfelves  Catholics  j 
a  name  perverted  in  the  application  to  the  very 
contrai7  of  its  true  meaning.  The  love  of  their 
country  being  thus  extinguiflied  in  their  brcafts, 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  incitements  to  the  nobleft 
exertions  of  the  powers  of  body  and  mind  is  de- 
flroyed.  Their  underflanding,  fubdued  to  the  be- 
lief of  grofs  falfhoods,  and  habituated  to  abfurdi- 
ties,  is  weakened  and  depraved  5  it  becomes  imper- 
vious to  the  light  of  truth,  and  callous  to  the  force 
of  argument.  Intrenched  in  ignorance,  and  in  a 
language  of  their  own,  little  known  to  others,  and 
difficult  to  be  attained  3  inflaved  to  the  peculiar 
cuftoms  and  fuperftitions  of  their  anceflors  j  fixed 
in  an  obilinate  adherence  to  hereditary  errors,  and 
a  determined  hatred  of  thofe,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
remove  them  j  aw^ed  by  the  terrors  of  dreadful 
anathemas,  and  (in  the  cafe  of  Converts  at  leaft) 
by  the  obligation  of  oaths  *,   binding  them  not  to 
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hearken  to  reafon,  or  yield  to  convi6lIon  j  they 
render  themfelves  inaccefTible  to  human  inflruc- 
tion,  and  give  up  their  claim  to  the  dire6lion  of 
the  word  of  God  :  "  Seeing  they  fee  not,  neither 
do  they  perceive  j  and  hearing  they  hear  not, 
neither  do  they  underfland.  The  heart  of  this 
people  is  waxed  grofs,  and  their  ears  are  dull 
of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  have  they  clofed ;  leil 
they  flionld  fee  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  ears,  and  underftand  with  their  heait,  and 
Ihould  be  converted  and  healed." 

Every  ordinary  remedy  therefore  having  been 
found  inadequate  to  the  cure  of  this  inveterate 
evil,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  Dcfign  of  ere6ling 
Englilh  Proteflant  Schools  in  Ireland,  "  wherein 
the  Children  of  Popifli  and  other  poor  Natives 
of  that  Kingdom  might  be  inftru6ted  in  the  Eng- 
lifli  Tongue,  and  in  the  Principles  of  true  Reli- 
gion and  Loyalty,  and  trained  up  to  the  practice 
of  Indullry  and  Labour  ; "  a  Defign  eftabliflied  by 
the  fan6lion  of  Royal  Authority,  and  carried  on  by 
this  Society  under  the  prote6i:ion  and  fupport  of 
Royal  and  Parliamentary  patronage. 

The  wifdomand  juftice,  the  utility  and  import- 
ance, of  this  Defign,  and  the  means  of  promoting 
it,  the  prefent  occafion  requires,  that  I  ihould 
briefly  propofe  to  your  confideration, 

B  2  It 
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It  is  of  the  iitmoft  importance  to  the  well 
being  of  every  Communityj  that  proper  care  be 
taken  of  the  rifing  generation  ;  that  children  be 
brought  up  in  principles  of  Religion  and  Virtue ; 
to  habits  of  piety,  honefiy,  fobriety,  and  induftry ; 
that  they  may  become  good  men,  and  good  citi- 
zens. This  care  is  neceflary  in  all  cafes,  and  even 
ia  the  moft  favourable  circumftances :  fhould  they 
be  abandoned  to  neglecl,  the  confequence  will  be, 
not  only  that  ignorance  and  ftoth  will  take  jx>{ref- 
fion  of  them,  but  a  large  train  alfo  of  concomitant 
vices  will  enter  in  and  dwell  there,  and  make 
them  wretched  in  themfelves,  injurious  to  their 
neighbours,  and  mifchievous  to  mankind.  But 
much  more  is  this  care  neceflary,  when  there  is 
great  and  apparent  hazard  of  their  being  corrupted 
and  perverted  to  evil  :  where  they  are  peculiarly 
expofed  to  the  influence  of  error  and  fuperrtition, 
to  the  infufion"  of  bad  principles  and  bad  habits  j 
where  there  is  evident  danger  of  their  being  made, 
not  only  ufelcfs,  but  pernicious,  members  of  fo- 
cietyj  not  only  bad  fubje6ls,  but  even  enemies  to 
their  country.  From  thefe  confiderations  there- 
fore, the  attention  of  the  wifefl;  Legiflators  hath  been 
juftly  engaged  to  provide  for  the  proper  education 
of  children  ;  to  dire6l  the  general  plan  of  it ,  and 
in  fome  degree  to  controul  the  will  of  private  per- 
fons  in  fo  important  a  public  concern.     How  far 
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children  belong  to  the  community,  and  are  pro- 
perly the  children  of  the  State  j  fo  that  they  may 
be  taken  into  the  care  of  the  magillrate,  even 
againit  the  will  and  confent  of  the  parents,  is  a 
quellion  altogether  unnecefTary  on  this  occafion  to 
be  difci^flt'd  :  every  degree  of  conftraint,  which 
might  appear  inconfiftent  with  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty,  on  which  the  conftitution  of  thefe 
kingdoms  is  founded,  has  been  very  properly 
avoided  in  forming  this  defign.  The  Society  ufes 
no  compulfion  :  it  takes  no  children  under  its  care, 
but  with  the  free  confent  of  the  parents :  it  has 
no  authority  in  this  refpe6l",  but  in  the  cafe  of  va- 
grant and  deferted  children,  whether  born  of  Po- 
pifli  parents,  or  fuch  as  might  otherwife  fall  into 
the  hands  of  Papifts  j  and  this  authority  it  exer- 
cifes  with  great  moderation.  It  invites  the  parent 
by  the  manifeft  and  undoubted  advantages  which 
it  offers  :  by  the  benefit  of  relieving  the  parents 
themfelves  from  a  prefent  burthen  ;  by  the  ceitain 
profpect  of  the  child's  being  well  taken  care  of 
immediately,  well  maintained  for  fome  years,  and 
made  capable  of  getting  a  good  livelihood  in  an 
honeft  employment  for  the  reft  of  his  life.  That 
fo  many  have  accepted  of  the  invitation,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  own  violent  prejudices,  and  the 
priefr's  dreadful  interdiction,  is  a  clear  proof  of 
the  great  benefit  and  real  advantage  of  the' offer. 
And  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  antie-nt  cuftom 
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peculiar  to  this  Nation,  and  which  has  univerfally 
prevailed  in  it,  of  giving  their  children  to  be  bred 
up  in  other  families  rather  thaii  their  own,  though 
in  fome  inftances  it  has  had  mifchievous  effects, 
may  in  this  at  lead  have  a  favourable  and  ufeful 
influence ;  that  the  parents  from  this  ufage  may 
be  better  difpofed  to  commit  their  children  to  the 
Fodering  hands  of  the  Society ;  and  that  the  near 
relation,  which  fuch  adoption  is  efteemedto  create, 
may  have  a  conciliating  efFecl,  and  help  to  allay 
the  animofities  even  of  religious  party. 

Every  argument,  which  proves  the  importance 
and  neceflity  of  good  education  in  general,  and  of 
the  charitable  education  of  the  children  of  the  poor 
in  particular,  may  be  urged  in  its  full  force  in  be- 
half of  this  defignj  and  receives  additional  llrength 
from  every  peculiar  circumftance,  that  diftinguifhes 
it  from  others  of  a  fimilar  kind.  Its  end  is  not 
merely  to  affift,  to  cherifli,  to  improve,  to  furnifli 
with  good  principles  and  ufeful  abilities  ;  but  even 
to  gain,  and  in  a  manner  to  create,  ufeful  and 
good  fubje6fs  to  the  community :  it  is  to  eradicate 
an  evil,  that  lies  at  the  very  heart  of  the  ftate, 
that  pervades  the  whole  fyftem,  and  mixes  with 
its  vital  blood  j  obflrui^ling  its  fources  of  wealth, 
weakening  its  powers  of  defence,  and  rendering 
its  fafety  always  doubtful  and  precarious.  Every 
lazy  and  ufelefs  member  is  a  lofs  to  the  nation : 

every 
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every  difcontented  Papift,  that  deferts  his  country, 
and  enters  into  the  miUtary  fervice  of  a  foreign 
ftate,  is  a  real  enemy :  every  bigoted  zealot,  that 
lies  in  wait  at  home  for  the  diftrefles  of  his  coun- 
try, ready  to  join  the  firft  adverfe  power  that  in- 
vades it,  is  the  worft,  the  mofl  dangerous,  the  mofl 
implacable  of  all  enemies.  To  convert  thefe  into 
good  fubje6ls,  or,  that  being  a  defperate  attempt, 
to  fupply  their  places  with  good  fubje6ls  in  the 
next  generation  j  this  is  a  defign  not  only  benefi- 
cial and  important  to  the  welfare  and  profperity  of 
the  flate,  but  eilential  even  to  its  flability  and 
exigence. 

Every  obje6lion,  which  has  been  urged  againft 
Charity -Schools  in  general,  hath  in  thefe  been 
wifely  and  happily  obviated.  Thofe,  being  fituated 
in  populous  Towns,  (for  fuch  muft  ordinarily  be 
their  fituation,)  are  expofed  to  all  the  corruptions 
with  which  fuch  places  will  abound  :  the  children, 
collected  from  their  feveral  homes  to  attend  the 
fchool  for  certain  portions  of  the  day,  will  be  apt 
to  lofe  in  the  commerce  with  their  neighbourhood, 
and  their  own  families,  the  good  impreffions,  which 
they  may  have  received  at  the  fchool ;  and  domes- 
tic bad  habits  and  bad  example  will  render  ineffec- 
tual the  bell  public  inflruftion.  Thefe,  fituated 
for  the  mofl  part  in  country  Villages,  are  at  a  dif- 
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tance  from  the  contagious  intercoufe  of  the  city  ; 
or,  in  the  city  itfelf,  are  fecluded  from  all  hurtful 
commerce  with  it ;  and  the  children,  being  re- 
moved as  far  as  pofBble  from  their  parents  and 
relatione,  that  they  may  not  be  in  danger  of  being 
again  perverted  to  Popery,  are  at  the  fame  time 
placed  out  of  the  way  of  temptation  to  many 
vices,  to  which  they  would  too  often  be  expofed 
at  home. 

It  has  been  frequently  obje^led  to  our  Charity- 
Schools  in  general,  that  the  mode  of  inflru(!^ion 
purfued  in  them  is  calculated  to  raife  the  objects 
of  it  above  their  proper  rank  in  life,  by  giving 
them  qualifications,  and  notions,  and  expectations, 
fuperior  to  the  flation  to  which  they  belong,  and 
making  them  in  thefe  refpefts  unfit  for  the  loweft 
and  mofb  laborious  employments.  It  is  befide  my 
purpofe  to  inquire,  whether  this  objeclion  may  not 
have  been  invidioufly  aggravated :  it  is  fufficient 
for  me  to  obferve,  that  it  cannot  be  made  here. 
The  inflru6lion  of  thefe  children  is  fufficient  for 
all  the  purpofes  of  the  Inftitution,  without  going 
beyond  its  due  bounds ;  it  is  limited  to  reading, 
w^riting,  and  the  firfl  principles  of  Chriftian  know- 
ledge :  the  time  allotted  to  this  inftrudion  is  pro- 
perly circumfcribed  3  not  quite  a  fourth  part  of 
the  bufinefs  of  the  day  is  afiigned  to  it.  The  reft 
is  appropriated  to  manual  labour,  to  agriculture, 

to 
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to  gardening,  to  manufadures,  to  hoiifhold  em- 
ployments, to  providing  for  themfelves  necefTaries, 
to  procuring  with  their  own  hands  food  and  rai- 
ment. Thus  Letters  are  but  one  part,  and  that 
far  from  being  the  moft  coniiderable  part,  of  the 
Inftitution  \  and  the  name  of  School  gives  but  an 
imperfe6l  idea  of  the  defign.  The  whole  plan 
confifts  of  a  School,  a  Workhoufe,  a  Farm,  n 
Garden,  a  Houfliold  j  each  of  which  fupplies  its 
proper  object,  and  materials,  to  art  and  labour,  to 
capacity  and  dihgence  :  an  excellent  plan,  highly 
worthy  of  imitation,  whenever  it  can  be  ado})ted 
with  propriety  and  advantage.  Their  Schooling 
is  indeed  properly  an  apprenticefliip  to  labour,  to 
order,  to  regularity,  to  obedience  to  fuperiors,  to 
the  worfnip  of  God  :  its  defign  is  to  induce  ha- 
bits of  induftry,  of  honefty,  of  humility,  of  piety  j 
to  give  them  an  early  and  lafting  impreffion,  that 
a  life  of  labour  is  to  be  their  lot,  and  that  '  in 
the  fweat  of  their  face  they  mu(t  eat  thtir  bread  ^ 
a  lot  indeed,  in  various  degrees,  and  in  different 
manners,  common  to  all  the  fons  of  Adam,  but 
which  in  its  m.oll  obvious  and  flridt  fenfe  muit 
be  theiis  ;  in  a  word,  to  render  them  ufeful  mem- 
bers of  Society,  dutiful  Subje6ls,  good  Chrifiiians, 
and  good  Proteftants. 

The  utility  of  this  defign  fpeaks  for  itfelf,   and 
•the  good  eitccts  of  it  cannot  poilibly  be  doubted. 

C  From 
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From  the  nature  of  it,  its  progrefs  muft  be  gd>a- 
dual,  its  operation  flow,  its  confequences  in  re- 
fpe6l  of  the  public  for  fotne  time  perhaps  imper- 
ceptible ;  yet  are  they  not  the  lefs  fure. .  This 
at  leafl  is  apparent,  that  above  Two  Thoufand 
children  at  a  time  are  actually  received,  main- 
tained, inil:ru6ted  in  thefe  Schools ;  and  near  Four 
Hundred  infants  are  conftantly  fupported  in  the 
Provincial  Nurferies,  in  order  to  be  tranfplanted 
into  the  Schools  at  a  proper  age ;  all,  not  only 
refcucd  from  the  fnares  of  idlenefs  and  vice,  and 
of  the  moft  flavifli  fuperftition,  and  probably  from 
penury  and  wretchednefs,  but  furniflied  with 
abilities  of  gaining  an  honeft  livelihood,  and  witli 
a  proper  knowledge  of  their  duty  :  tliat  within 
lefs  than  Forty  years,  (in  the  firfl  part  of  which 
period,  during  the  infancy  of  the  Charity,  little 
of  this  fort  could  be  done,)  above  Four  Thoufand 
have  been  placed  in  fei*vices  and  apprentlceihips, 
-and  put  in  a  way  of  earning  their  bread  with  com- 
fort, and  perhaps  of  thriving  in  the  world :  that 
the  apprentices  have  not  only  been  received  gra- 
tuitouily,  but  even  with  a  f}:ipulation  of  rcwaixi 
at  the  exph'ation  of  their  fervice ;  a  clear  proof 
of  the  reputation  of  the  Schools,  and  of  the  ac- 
knowledged ufefulnefs  of  this  mode  of  difcipline : 
that  near  Three  Hundred  of  them  on  their  Mar- 
riage with  Protcllants  have  received  a  donation  from 
the    Society,   wifely   bellowed   to  -encourage   and 
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aflift  them  in  eftablifliing  families.  Thefe  are 
certain  and  palpable  benefits,  which  miift  have 
an  immediate  influence  j  and  though  at  firil:  fhey 
may  feem  loft  in  the  great  raafs  into  which  they 
are  thrown,  yet,  continually  accumulating  and  in- 
creafmg,  they  muft  have  in  due  time  a  fenfibie 
cffe6l  upon  it :  like  the  operation  of  the  Goipel 
itfelf  in  its  gradual  incrcafe  from  fmall  begin- 
nings;  which  our  Saviour  aptly  compared  to  a 
little  leaven  covered  up  in  a  large  veflel  of  rheal, 
and  fermenting  by  degrees  and  mixing  with  it, 
till  the  whole  is  leavened.  To  reform  a  nation, 
to  change  the  manners  of  a  people,  to  fubduc 
inveterate  prejudices,  to  introduce  new  principles, 
and  new  modes  of  thinking  and  acling,  is  a  work 
that  requires-  time,  and  patience,  and  perfeve- 
rance :  if  the  defign  be  good,  and  the  means 
wifely  devifed,  and  fteadily  purfued,  and  the  whole 
diligently  and  faithfully  executed,  let  us  truft  the 
fuccefs  with  Godj  and  let  us  not  doubt,  that 
*  He,  who  fupplieth  feed  to  the  fovver,  and  bread 
for  food  from  the  feed  fown,  will  fupply  and  mul- 
tiply the  feed  which  you  fow,  and  increafe  the 
fruits  of  your  charitable  work/ 

As  we  are  here  lefs  immediately  engaged  in 
the  execution  of  this  defign,  and  are  at  too  great 
a  diftance  to  judge  of  the  propriety  and  fidelity 
with  which  it  is  carried  on,  otherwilb  than  in  a 
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general  view,  and  from  confequences  rather  than 
fa<5ts,  I  fliall  not  preiume  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  the  methods  of  condu6ling  it,  or  to  give 
an  account  of  the  care  and  attention  with  which 
they  are  purfued.  Every  thing  muft  principally 
depend  on  the  careful  infpe6lion  of  the  Local 
Committees ;  and  on  the  conftant  attention  of 
the  General  Commitee,  which  receives  informa- 
tion from  them,  and  has  the  chief  direction  of 
the  whole.  To  their  prudence  and  diligence  it 
mull:  be  afcribed,  that  this  great  work  has  been 
fo  fuccefs fully  carried  on  hitherto  j  and,  prefum- 
ing  upon  the  continuance  of  their  faithful  and 
zealous  endeavours,  we  have  the  belt  grounds  to 
hope  for  its  future  fuccefs. 

But  from  a  ftate  of  the  accounts  of  the  Society 
it  appears,  how  properly  their  care  has  been  lately 
employed  in  reducing  expences ;  and  in  making 
fome  alterations,  which  in  that  view  the  exigence 
of  their  affairs  required.  Thefe  have  been  ma- 
naged with  fo  much  prudence,  as  well  as  frugality, 
as  confiderably  to  lefTen  the  expence,  without 
diminifhing  the  benefit  of  the  Charity.  Some 
Schools,  difadvantageoufly  fituated,  or  otherwife 
ill  circumflanced,  have  been  difcontinued ;  and 
the  children  tranfplanted,  and  placed  in  others  ; 
fo  that  though  the  number  of  the  Schools  is 
lelTened,  the  number  of  the  Children  educated  con- 
tinues the  fame.    Indeed  the  Society  is  under  a  ne- 
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cefTity  of  adopting  every  frugal  meafure  confiftent 
with  the  purpofes  of  the  Inftitution.  So  far 
from  being  encouraged  to  enlarge  their  views, 
and  to  cany  them  to  that  extent,  which  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  the  obje6t  requires  ;  they 
find  themfelves,  on  the  contrary,  obliged  even  to 
contra6l  their  plan,  and  to  decline  the  voluntary 
offers  of  generous  benefa6lors,  from  an  inability 
on  their  part  of  cooperating  with  them,  and 
carrying  their  pious  defigns  into  execution.  The 
late  great  increafe  of  the  price  of  provifions,  and 
of  all  the  neceffaries  of  life,  in  that  kingdom  as 
well  as  in  our  own,  has  in  effefl  confiderably 
reduced  the  funds  of  the  Society,  which  were 
never  in  any  degree  proportionable  to  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  the  defign  ;  and  hath 
made  them  now  fall  fo  greatly  fhort  of  its  una- 
voidable expences,  that  we  are  obliged  to  apply 
for  alliflance  to  the  liberality  of  private  perfonsi 
and  to  the  bounty  of  the  public.  The  pious  and 
the  humane  will  refle6l  on  the  great  advantages 
reached  out  by  it  to  the  children  of  the  poor  an4 
needy ;  refcuing  them  from  lazinefs  and  vice, 
from  ignorance  and  fupcrftition,  from  imminent 
danger  of  mifery  and  perdition  both  of  body  and 
foul :  the  Legiflature  of  Irclaixl  will '  in  their 
wifdom  confider,  that  the  increafe  of  the  v^ealth, 
the  ftrength,  the  population,  the  fecurity,  of  theii;' 
country,  is  the  great  obje6l  of  this:  undertaking  j 

and 
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and  may  perhaps  no  longer  fuffer  fo  Important  a 
national  concern  to  fubfifl  on  funds  for  much 
the  moft  part  cafual  and  precarious,  and  which, 
are  found  by  experience  to  be  not  only  infufiicient 
for  the  improvement  and  completion  of  this  ex- 
cellent work,  but  greatly  inadequate  even  to.  its 
prefent  necefiary  demands  ■*.. 

Ani?  may  God  open  the  hearts  of  the  rich, 
incline  the  wills  of  the  great,  and  guide  the  coun- 
fels  of  the  wife,  to  the  fupport^  the  improvement, 
and  the  extenfion,  of  every  generous  defign,  cha^ 
ritably  formed,  prudently  devifed,  and  faithfully 
executed,  for  the  good  of  our  country,  and  for 
the  gloiy  of  his  holy  name.  Such,  we  prefume, 
m  an  eminent  degree,  is  this  Inftitution.  Scarce 
any  other  example  can  be  given,  in  which  the 
views  of  Religion  and  PoHcy  are  lb  juftly  con- 
xiedled,   and  fo  intimately  united.     The.  interefts 

of 
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From  the  Eflimites  fubjome^l  to  tlie  Petition  of  the  Society,  pre- 
fcntcd  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  in  the  laft  Seffion,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  Expencesof  the  Society  for. Two  years  are  at  an  average 

^out  ■■  '■  ■     .    -■  ■    ■         '  £  28^000 

The  Funds  ditto  about-        ——         ■  ■■   ■  — — .  11,000 


Deficiency  in  Two  ye^rs        ■»    — -       «— ^        ■  17,000 

The  Parliament  ufually  grants /'iZjOoOj.  to  make  up  the  Deficiencies 
of  Two  years.  The  grant  of  £"15,000  by  the  Parliament  in  the  laft 
Seflion  was  extraordinary,  on  account  of  the  great  Expences  incurred 
by.  buildifig^  Nurferies, 
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of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  are  more  immediately 
concerned  :  but  whatever  affe6ls  the  profperity, 
the  flrength,  and  fafety  of  that  kingdom,  mull 
greatly  iufluence  the  welfare  of  our  own  ;  and 
though  we  were  not  at  all  concerned  on  account 
of  any  union  of  national  intereft,  or  temporal 
advantage,  yet  the  common  motives  of  humanity, 
and  the  facred  obligations  of  Religion,  ought  to 
excite  our  zeal  in  this  good  work,  of  relieving  our 
brethren,  of  aflifting  the  poor,  and  inftru6ling 
the  ignorant.  Let  thofe,  who  are  more  imme- 
diately concerned,  earneftly  engage  in  the  promo- 
tion of  it,  as  true  lovers  of  their  countiy,  juflly 
folicitous  for  its  civil  and  its  fpiritual  welfare : 
let  us,  as  friends,  fellow-fubje6ls,  and  fellow- 
Proteftants,  heartily  concur  with  them  \  "  for 
our  brethren  and  companions  fake,  let  us  wifli 
them  profperity  ;  yea,  becaufe  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  let  us  feek  to  do  them  good," 
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Chrift-Church,  DUBLIN, 

On  the  23d  Day  of  March^   i745- 

BEFORE    THE 

Incorporated  SOCIETY,  for  promoting  Englifi  Proteilant 
Schools   in   IRELAND. 


By   THOMAS,   Lord   Bifliop   of   KILD  ARE. 
"  Publifhed  at  the  Requefl  of  the  S  O  C I E  T  Y.   ;       ^ 

--  -  ■  .  . 

With  a  Continuation  of  the  SOCIETY'S  Proceedings  to  the 

25th  of  March,   1746. 


D    V    B    L    I    N: 

Printed  by  George  Grierson,  Printer  to  the  King's  Moft  Excellent 
Majefty,  at  the  King's  Anns  and  "two  Bibles  in  E/ex-Jlreef,  1746. 


At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Incorpo- 
rated Soc I E T  Y,  for  promoting  Eng- 
lip  Proteftant  Schools  in  Ireland^ 
Dublin y   Sunday  the  23d  of  March, 

Ordered  on  Motion,' 

THAl^the  Thanks  of  this  Society  he 
giwn  to  the  Right  Rev.  Thomas 
Lord  Bijhop  of  Kildare,  for  the  Sermon 
by  him  preached  before  this  Society;  and 
that  his  LiOrdfhip  be  de fired  to  let  the  So- 
ciety have  aCopy  thereof,  in  order  for  them 
to  caiife  the  fame  to  be  Printed  and  Pub- 
lifted. 

John  Hansard,  Secretary. 


■■#• 


SERMON 

Preached  at 

CHRIST-CHURCH, 
DUBLIN,    &:c 

Prov.  Chap.  xiii.  Ver.  25. 

Much  Food  is  in  the  Tillage  of  the  Poor:  But  there  is  that 
is  deflroyed  for  want  of  Judgment. 

IN  thefe  Words  there  are  two  Affertions,  which 
may  feem,  at  firft  Sight,  to  bear  little  or  no  Re- 
lation to  each  other.  But  if  we  confider  them 
more  clofely,  we  fhall  find  perhaps  that  there  is  a  Con- 
nexion between  them,  and  that  the  latter  contains  in 
it  the  principal  Reafon  why  that  Plenty  which  in  the 
former  is  afcribed  to  Tillage,  or  Culture,  as  its  natu* 
ral  E6Fefl:,  is  not  conftantly  produced,  namely,  for 
rvant  of  Judgment: 

A  2  The 
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The  Word  Judgment  may  be  taken  in  two  diflinS 
Senfes;  it  may  either  fignify  Virtue  and  Difcretion  in 
private  Life,  or  a  wife  and  juft  Admin iftration  with 
regard  to  the  Publick^ 

If  by  vpont  of  Judgment  be  here  meant  want  of 
Virtue  and  Difcretion  in  particular  Perfons,  then  the^ 
Import  of  thefe  Affertions,  when  thus  jointly  confix- 
dered,  feema  to  be  this:  That  tho'  the  natural  EfFeft 
of  well-appiiod  Labour  be  Henty  and  Profperity,  yet 
there  are  who  are  impoveriflied  and  even  deUroyed  for 
want  of^  judging  and  afling  rightly  in  this  refpeft;  ei- 
ther for  want  of  apprehending  how  neceffary  and  how 
advantageous  Indutlry  is,  or  elfe  for  want  of  right 
Management  in  the  Application  of  that  Induftry. 

But  if  by  Judgment y  in  this  Place,  we  ought  rather 
to  underftand,  what  ft  more  frequently  fignifies  in  the 
facred  Writings,  a  wife  and  jufi  Adminiflration  of  Go* 
vernmem^  then  the  Meaning  muft  be,  that  tho'  In- 
duftry be  naturally  produftive  of  Plenty,  yet  there 
are  Places  and  Peopk  that  reap  not  this  Benefit  for  want 
of  proper  Laws,  or  a  due  Execution  of  fuch  Laws, 
with  regard  to  employing  the  Poor. 

And  therefore,  in  fpeaking  farther  to  this  Subjeft 
I  (hall  endeavour  to  treat  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  may 
ferve,  in  fome  Meafure,  to  prevent  the  many  great 
Inconveniences  which  are  apt  to  arife  from  each  of 
thefe  Defedls. 

I.  And 


I.  And  firft  then,  fhould  the  Qiieftlon  be  asked. 
What  Obligation  we  are  under  to  take  the  Burden  of 
Labour  upon  us,  it  may  be  fuflScient  to  obferve,  by 
way  of  Anfwer,  that  if  the  Laws  of  our  Country, 
or  the  Commands  of  our  God  and  Saviour  are  of  any 
Weight  with  us,  both  thefe,  we  know,  do  fo  exprefsly 
forbid  Idlenejsy  and  enjoin  Induflry,  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  we  are  bound  in  Duty,  not  only 
as  rational  and  focial  Beings,  but  alfo  in  our  religious 
Capacity,  as  the  Servants  of  God  and  the  Difciples  of 
Chrift,  to  contribute  our  proper  Proportion  of  Affift- 
ance  towards  maintainir^  and  promoting  the  Welfare 
of  the  Community;  and  ftonfequently,  that  it  is  not 
only  unfit,  but  alfo  unjuft,  and  even  irreligious  to 
be  idle. 

But  as  Authority^  however  well  grounded,  is  not 
often  well  received,  let  us  appeal  to  Nature  and  the 
Reafon  of  Things,  and  fee  what  Inftru&ions  they  will 
give  us. 

Now  if  we  confider  the  Nature  of  Man  and  the 
Situation  he  is  in,  it  will  plainly  appear  that  he  was 
intended  by  his  Creator  for  an  Aflive  Life.  Our  Bones, 
Mufcles,  Sinews,  and  Nerves  are  all  fo  framed  and 
difpofed,  as  not  only  to  be  conftantly  ready  for  ATo- 
tion,  but  alfo  to  move  with  the  utmoft  Eafe,  and  witli 
a  furprizing  Force  and  Quicknefs,  in  exadl  Obedience 
to  our  Will.  And  as  the  Formation  of  the  Body  in 
general,  fo  every  Part,  but  more  efpecially  the  Hands^ 

have: 


lia^e  a  very- remarlcable  Aptitude  for  Labour,  pecuTiar 
to  the  human  Species,  which  is  well  expreffed  by  the 
Word  Dexterit)^y  and  is  always  greatly  encreafed  by 
Exercife  and  Habit.  And  what  a  very  good  Judge  of 
the  Powers  of  Nature  has  curforily  obferved,  in  one 
of  his  Aphorifms,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  confirmed  by 
Experience,  *'  That  even  an  infirm  old  Man  who  has 
*' been  long   accuftomed  to  Work,  will  bear  Work 

better,  will  do  it  more  readily,  and  go  through  it 

with  lefs  Fatigue,  than  {uch  as  are  both  young  and 
^  ftrong,  but  un-ufed  to  Labour." 

And  then  fuch  is  the  Energy  or  Aftivity  of  the  hu- 
man Mind,  that  by  fome  it  is  held  to  be  its  very  Ef. 
fence.  But  however  that  be,  it  is  plainly  the  Nature 
of  it  to  be  very  Aflive  and  Bufy;  and  if  it  be  not  fup- 
plied  with  proper  Materials  for  it  to  work  upon,  it  will 
catch  at  every  Trifle  that  paffes,  and  wafte  its  Strength 
in  queft  of  Employment.  Whereas,  on  the  other  Hand, 
when  rightly  employed,  the  more  it  is  exercifed,  the 
more  Strength  and  Qiiicknefs  it  acquires,  and  becomes 
tlie  more  expert  in  all  its  Operations,  So  that  the  very 
Frame  of  our  Conftitution,  both  in  Body  and  Mind, 
is  an  Exhortation  to  Induflry. 

Which  Truth  may  be  llill  farther  enforced  by  this 
following  Obfervation  :  That  both  our  Neceffities  and 
-our  Pleajures  call  upon  us  to  be  Induftrious. 

Other  Animals  have  Food  and  Raiment  provided  far 
them  by  Nature.     But   Man  m.uft  provide  both   for 

himfelf} 
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himfelf ;  or  at  leaft,  feme  pairas  muflte  taken  before 
he  can  be  conveniently  AccQEoraodated  with  either. 
So  that  lilndujiry  were  toceafe,  our  bodily  Sufienance 
would  be  cut  off,  and  out  SubCftenoe  ceafe  with  it. 

And  tlie  fame  Leffon  of  kiflruflion  is  inculcated  to 

us  by  the  Neceflities  of  the  Mind-,  which  is,  at  firft,  a 

meireempty  Receptacle ;  capableindeed  of  receiving  and 

.retaining  great  Treafures   of  Knowledge  ;  but  then 

thofe  Txeafuresare  not  to  be  obtained  without  Indiiftyy, 

In  fhort,  which  ever  Way  we  look,  whether  mthin. 
or  without^  whether  we  conlidcr  otu:  own  Nature,  or 
the  Nature  of  Things  about  us,  we  fliall  find  that  7«. 
dufiryk  abfolutely  neceflary,  not  only  for  the  Improve- 
ment, but  even  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  whole. — - 
Induftry  is  the  Alain  and  Mafter  Spring,  by  which  all 
the  Wheels  of  the  focial  Syftem  are  put  in  Motion  ; 
and  without  Indnflry^  the  whole  Earth  would  be  a 
Scene  of  Wildernefs  and  Diftrefs ;  rmd  Man,  who 
Stiles  himfelf  the  Lord  of  the  Creation,  in  a  Worfe 
State  than  the  Brutes. 

And  if  our  Neceffities  cannot  he  anfvvered  without 
the  affiftance  of  Induftry,  much  lels  then  can  we  rea- 
fonably  Hope  to  enjoy  any  Tleafure^  or,  at  leaft,  *^ny 
lafling  Thajure  without  it. 

Men  of  Bufinefs  are  very  apt  to  imagine  that  tliey 
fhould  be  much  Happier  than  they  are,  if  they  had 
nothing  to  do.  And  yet  how  few  have  made  the  Ex* 
periment,  by  retiring  from  Bufinefs  to  their  wifh'd-for 

Qiiiet, 
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Qiiiet,  without  being  foon  convinced  of  their  Error; 
no  Labour  being  half  fo  burdenfome  as  want  of  Em- 
ployment. The  very  Word  Amujement  feems  to  im- 
ply. That  in  order  to  be  pleajed  we  muft  be  fome- 
hovv  employed.  Almoft  every  Thing  that  minifters 
to  our  Pkafures  is  the  effefl  of  Labour,  And  the  Man 
who  ftudies  his  own  Eafe  moft,  has  moft  Occafion  for 
the  Labours  of  others,  and  therefore  moft  Reafon  to 
encourage  Indujlry,  however  Indolent  he  may  be  him- 
felf. 

Nor  is  it  in  private  Life  alone  that  Induflry  is  of  fo 
much  Importance.  There  being  no  political  Maxim 
more  true,  or  more  generally  acknowledged  to  be  fo, 
than  this :  "  That  the  Strength  and  Wealth  of  every 
*^  Nation  depends  chiefly  on  the  Number  of  working 
*'  Hands  employed  in  it."  As  a  Proof  of  which  give 
me  Leave  to  obfer^^e,  that  a  Writer  of  good  Authority 
in  Calculations  of  this  Sort,  has  computed  every  com- 
mon Labourer  to  be  worth  to  the  Publick,  at  an  Ave- 
rage, between  Eight  and  Nine  Pounds  a  Year."]"  And 
if  fo,  then  every  idle  Hand  does,  as  it  were  annually 
rob  the  Publick  of  that  Sum,  belides  being  othervvife 
hurtful  to  it,  in  many  refpefts. 

But 


-f-  By  a  later  Calculation  every  working  Hand  is  computed  to 
be  to  the  Publick,  at  an  Average,  about  Eleven  Pounds  a  Year 
clear  Profit ;  the  Price  of  Labour  being  confiderably  raifed  within 
a  few  Years. 


^  ^  ^ 

But  as  It  is  not  mere  Labour,  but  Labour  m  coii^ 
junftion  with  Art,  and  managed  with  Judgment,  that 
is  thus  beneficial  to  Society,  and  for  want  of  Judg- 
ment much   Indultry  is  deftroyed,   or  thrown  away. 

II.  Let  us  now  therefore,  in  the  next  Place,  pro* 
ceed  to  confider,  what  Rules  and  Methods  arc  pro- 
per to  be  obferved,  in  order  to  render  Indujlry  effec- 
tual,   and  make  it  conducive  to  the  Publick  Good. 

It  would,  I  am  fenfible,  be  a  vain  Attempt  to  aim 
at  unfolding  all  the  Myfteries  of  Trade,  or  pointing 
out  the  beft  and  moft  skilful  Manner  of  exercifing  all 
the  various  Arts  in  which  the  Labour  of  Man  is  em- 
ployed ;  efpecially  for  one  who  has  not  any  Skill  or 
Experience  in  Mercantile  Affairs;  and  therefore  that  I 
ftiall  not  pretend  to.  But  without  defcending  fo  far 
into  Particulars,  thus  much  wc  may  fafely  fay  in  ge- 
neral, that  there  are  fome  prudential  Rules  and  Max- 
ims with  regard  to  the  Encouragement  and  Application 
of  Labour,  which,  if  duly  obferved,  would  be  highly 
Beneficial,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the  Profperity  of 
this  Kingdom.  Some  few  of  which  I  fhall  take  the 
Liberty  to  mention. 

I.  And  here,  in  the  firfl  Place,  it  is  very  obvious, 
that  one  of  the  fureft  Ways  to  make  Indujiry  prevail, 
in  the  moft  effeflual  Manner,  is,  to  let  thofe  who 
are  difpofed  to  be  Induftrious,  find  the  Benefit  of  be- 
ing fo:  To  let  the  Labourer,  who  is  worthy  of  his  Hire, 
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enjoy  the  Hire  which  he  is  worthy  of,  and  be  fecurc 
of  the  Property  which  l*e  honeftly  earns  by  the  Sweat 
of  his  Brow :  To  give  proper  Encouragement  to  all 
Arts  and  Sciences,  not  only  by  particular  and  extraor- 
dinary PrsEmiums  (which,  tho'  ufeful  and  neceffary 
to  excite  the  firft  Sparks  of  Emulation,  are  not  to  be 
lefted  on  as  a  fufficient  and  durable  Support  to  any 
fettled  Trade  or  Commerce)  but  alfo  by  a  general  and 
conftant  good  Treatment  of  fuch  as  Work  in  them ; 
(without  which  all  other  Methods  and  Attempts  will 
fignify  little)  by  allowing  them  to  partake,  in  due 
proportion,  of  the  common  Advantages  arifing  from 
Induftry,  and  not  cruelly  mw^ling  the  Ox  which  tread* 
$th  out  the  Corn.  It  being  a  very  juft  Obfervation 
which  Solomon  makes,  that  He  n>ho  oppreffeth  the  Poor, 
to  encreaje  his  Riches  Jhall  furely  come  to  Want, 

2.  Another  Rule  which  ought  always  to  be  obferved, 
with  regard  to  the  Application  of  Induftry  is,  that 
fuch  Occafions  as  are  moft  Preffing  and  of  raoft  Im- 
portance, be  moft  attended  to,  and  firft  provided  for. 

A  wife  Builder  will  be  fure  that  his  Foundation  be 
well  laid,  and  made  perfeflly  fecure;  before  ever  he 
attempts  to  raife  a  pompous  Superftruflure  upon  it. 
And  when  it  is  raifed,  he  will  confult  Convenience  more 
than  ShorPy  and  not  lavifti  away,  in  fuperfluous  Em- 
belliftimencs,  what  he  may  hereafter,  if  he  does  not 
at  prelent,  fland  in  Need  of,  to  keep  the  Fabrick  in 
proper  repair ;  knowing  well  that  the  more  magnifi- 
cent 


cent  the  Edifice  is,  the  greater,  if  it  falls,  will  be  the 
Fall  thereof,  and  the  greater  the  Difcredit  which  will 
attend  its  Fall 

And  if  this  be  Wifdom  in  private  Life,  it  mufl  be 
ftill  mo/e  fo  with  refpeft  to  the  Publick,  in  proper* 
tion  as  the  Publick  Welfare  is  of  more  Importance  than 
that  of  any  private  Perfon,  or  Family.  And  tho'  it 
be  true,  that  if  one  Member  fufFers  the  whole  Politi" 
cat  Body  muft,  in  fome  mcafure  fufFer  with  it ;  yet 
one  Member  may  fuffer,  or  even  be  cut  off,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Body  ftill  fubfift;  but  fiiould  the  whole 
Body,  ftiould  the  Conftitution  decay,  every  Member 
muft  decay  with  it.  Which  ftiews  the  Folly  as  well 
as  the  Unfairnefs  of  thofe  narrow-minded  People  who 
are  regardlefs  of  the  publick  Welfare,  though  their 
own  has  a  neceffary  and  clofe  Connexion  with  ic.  It 
being  the  very  fame  abfurdity  as  it  would  be  for  any 
Man  to  refufe  his  AfEftance  towards  faving  the  Veffel 
in  which  he  is  embarked,  though,  at  the  fame  Time, 
exceflively  anxious  to  preferve  his  own  Ihare  of  the 
Goods  that  are  on  Board. 

3.  A  third  Rule  highly  proper  co  be  obferved  in 
the  Application  of  Induftry  is,  to  turn  the  Courfe  of 
it  into  fuch  Channels  as  are  moft  open  to  receive  it, 
moft  commodious  for  it,  and  ieaft  liable  to  Obftruc- 
tions. 

To  Succeed  in  any  Attempt  when  Nature  and  Rea^ 
/on  are  againft  us,  is  a  very  difficult  Task.     But  if  we 
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ail  in  Conceit  with  tf)em,  and  purfue  fuch  Mecliods 
as  they  point  out  to  us,  it  is  eafy  to  make  a  great  and 
fpeedy  Progrefs  in  Improvements.  This  or  that  Scheme 
may  appear  well  in  Speculation,  but  is  k praflicable  ? 
That's  the  main  Queftion.  For  if  it  be  not,  it  is 
nothing.  And  the  chief  Difference  between  a  Wife 
Man  and  a  Fool  is  this ;  That  the  one  choofes  fuch 
Means  as  are  proper  and  juitable^  but  the  other  fuch 
as  are  improper  and  unfultable,  to  obtain  his  End. 

4.  Again,  fourthly,  the  more  effeflually  to  pro- 
mote Indu/hy,  it  behoves  us  all,  in  our  feveral  Stations, 
to  difcountenance  every  Thing  that  is,  in  any  fhape 
or  degree,  a  hindrance  to  it ;  and  particularly  Popery. 
For  that  Popery  \s  a  Clog  to  Induflry  is  plain,  among 
many  other  Proofs,  from  the  exorbitant  Number  of 
Holy-Dnys  which  the  Church  of  Rome  requires  to  be 
obferved,  and  will  not  fuffer  to  be  profaned  by  bodily 
Labour. 

It  being  computed  that  the  Labourers  who  are  Pa* 
plfls  do  lets  Work  in  a  Year  than  fu:h  as  are  Pro" 
tejiants^  by  at  lea  ft  a  Tenth  Part ;  and  confequently 
arc  proportionably  fo  much  lefs  ufeful  to  the  Pubfick, 
from  the  Obfervance  of  fo  many  Fajls  and  Fe/iivah^ 
befides  other  frequent  Interruptions  of  Bulinefs  occa- 
Ixoned  by  Penances^  Pilgrimages,  and  the  like.  And  if 
we  farther  conlider  what  Swarms  of  Drones  He  idle 
in  ihe'rr  Monajlicnl  Celts ,  who  might  and  would  be  ufe- 
ful Members  of  the  Community,  if  fet  at  liberty,  and 

rightly 
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rightly  employed,  there  can  be  no  Doubt  whether 
Popery  be  not  an  hhidrance  to  Indujlry^  and  confe- 
quently  hurtful  to  Society. 

5?.  But  after  all,  except  the  Lord  keep  the  City,  the 
Watchman  rvaketh  hut  in  vain.  Human  Power  and 
Wifdom  is,  at  beft,  but  very  imperfefl:,  and  will  ava:«^ 
bur  little  without  the  Bleffing  and  Affiftance  of  Hea- 
ven ;  and  therefore,  the  Lall  Thing  that  1  fliall  men- 
tion  as  the  fureft  Means  to  crown  our  Labours  with 
Succefs,  is  a  truly  Pious  and  Virtuous  Life, 

The  Children  of  this  World  i.  e.  They  who  attend  t3 
nothing  but  this  World,  are  faid  to  be  Wijer  in  their 
Generation  than  the  Children  of  Light ;  not  becaufe  ths 
End  they  have  in  View  is  more  Valuable,  or  more 
Worthy  of  Purfult,  but  becaufe  the  Means  They  make 
ufe  of,  and  the  Care  they  take  to  compafs  that  End, 
are  better  {ulted  to  their  Purpofe,  and  more  agreeable 
to  the  Rules  of  Prudence.  And,  in  general,  un- 
doubtedly, this  is  much  too  true.  But,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  is  certain,  that  the  Witdom  of  this  World  alfo 
is  fo  far  guilty  of  the  fame  Abfurdity  as  the  Sons  of 
Light  are  here  reproached  wirh,  and  is  fo  far  Foolilli- 
nefs  even  with  regard  to  ilis  Life,  ab  it  fuffer?  Virtue 
and  Religion  to  be  ne[j,leGed  and  difcountenanced.  Jrn^ 
morality  and  Profanefs^  or  an  utter  Dilrcgard  of  all 
Principle,  being  altogether  as  inconhllent  with  true 
Policy  as  with  true  Religion.  And  it  is  really  verv 
furprizing  that  this  important  Truth  is  not  more,  and 

mere 
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mor«  ferioufly  attended  to.  But  however,  the  lefs 
It  has  been  hitherto  regarded,  the  more  occafion 
there  is  for  its  being  norp  duly  confidered,  and  laid 
to  Heart;  that  the  Things  which  belong  to  our 
Peace  and  Profperity  be  rightly  undcrftood,  and  pro- 
perly provided  for,  in  this  our  Day,  leaft  the  time 
(hould  come  when  it  may  be  too  late ;  when,  through 
our  own  Folly  and  Mifmanagement,  they  may,  irre* 
coverably,  be  hid  from  our  Eyes. 

III.  Having  thus  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  and  en- 
force the  Doftrine  of  my  Text  as  a  general  Truth,  I 
ftiall  now  proceed  to  make  fuch  an  Application  of  what 
has  been  faid  as  may  be  fui table  to  the  Frejent  Occafion. 

I.  Fir  ft  then,  if  Indujiry  be  fo  nsceffary,  fo  reajon" 
ahle^  and  fo  beneficial^  both  in  private  and  publick  Life, 
as  has  been  fhewn,  where  then  is  the  Wifdom,  or  where 
the  Virtue  of  that  Sort  of  Almjgiving^  which,  inftead 
of  promoting  Indufiry,  has  the  quite  contrary  EfFeft ; 
encouraging  Idlenefs,  Wantonnejs^  and  Vice.  Charity 
mfapplied  may  have  the  Merit  of  a  good  Intention  ; 
but  is,  in  Fafl,  an  Injury  done  to  the  Community.  And 
therefore,  it  were  much  to  be  wiftied,  that  well  dif- 
pofed  Perfons  would  call  in  Prudence  to  direfl  their  Bc" 
nevolence ;  and  not  fuflFer  therpfelves  to  be  teized  out 
of  their  Alms,  by  the  noify  Clamours  of  the  infolent 
Vagabond^  or  defrauded  of  them  by  any  Arts  of  Deceit. 
The  Widows  Mite  when  properly  applied,  may,  in  Ef- 
fefl,  be  more^  may  carry  more  Benefit  as  well  as  more 
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Firtue  with  it,  than  much  larger  Sums  indifcreeth  given, 
or  rather  thrown  away  upon  improper  and  unwoithy 
Objefts. 

2.  Another  Refleflion  which  naturally  occurs  from 
what  has  been  faid,  is  this :  That  if  the  fureft  Method 
to  make  Induflry  effeftual  is,  to  let  thofe  who  are  diC* 
pofed  to  be  Induftrious  find  the  Benefit  of  being  fo^' 
then  that  Cuftom,  which  too  much  prevails,  of  con* 
ftantly  lliifting  the  poor  Labourer  from  one  barren 
Spot  of  Ground  to  another,  as  faft  as  ever  he  reclaims 
them,  without  allowing  him  Time  or  Room  to  reap 
any  Advantage  from  all  his  Labour,  beyond  a  bare 
fcanty  Subfiftence— — This  Cuftom,  I  fay,  muft  furely 
be  exceedingly  wrong,  in  all  refpefls.  It  is,  as  the 
Prophet  Ijaiah  has  Itrongly  exprefled  it  f  Beating  the 
People  to  PieceSy  and  grinding  the  Faces  of  the  Poor ;  it  is 
both  Cruelty  and  Fotty^  it  is  weakening  the  Hands  by 
which  we  are  fed,  and  cutting  off  our  own  Supplies  for 
fear  that  they  who  provide  them  for  us,  fhould,  in  any 
Degree,  partake  of  them  with  us.  Than  which  no- 
thing furely  can  be  more  ungenerous  or  more  ahfurd, 

3.  Again  thirdly,  if  it  appears  from  what  has  been 
faid,  that  thofe  Neceffities  which  are  moft  prcffing,  and 
thofe  Occafions  which  are  of  raoft  Importance,  ftiould 
be  moft  attended  to,  and  firft  provided  for,  then  T//- 
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Li^e  and  the  Linen  ManufaSiure  are  undoubtedly  the 
two  main  Points  which  we  of  this  Nation  ought 
chiefly  to  regard ;  with  re(pe£l  to  the  former,  I  mean 
Tillage^  the  necelnty  of  it  is  bm  too  evident,  from  the 
immenfe  Sums  of  Money  which  have  frequently  gone, 
and  are  Itill  continually  going  out  of  this  Kingdom, 
merely  for  Bread-Corn;  which  nothing  but  our  own 
Indolence^  or  lndi]cretion  could  fo  often  occalion.  And 
^s  ro  the  latter,  the  Linen  Manufa^lure,  the  Benefits 
which  have  already  arifen  from  it  are  inftead  of  a 
Tlioufand  Arguments  to  convince  us  of  it's  Importance. 
Plenty  and  Prosperity  attend  it's  Progrefs;  and  where- 
ever  it  flaps,  there  Sloth  and  Poverty  begin  to  take 
Pkce, 

Among  the  many  national  Evils  and  Calamities  de- 
nounced againft  the  Egyptians^  by  the  Mouth  of  Ifaiah^ 
the  decay  of  their  Linen  Manufaflure  is  one  of  their 
Chief;  which  the  Prophet  forewarns  them  of,  in  the 
19th  Chapter  of  his  Prophecy  and  at  the  9th  Verfe, 
in  thefe  following  Words,  Moreover  they  that  work  in 
fine  Flax,  and  they  that  weave  Net-work  /hall  he  con" 
founded:  Shall,  with  Shame  and  Confufion,  fink  into 
Ruin,  by  lofing  the  Art  and  Exercife,  and  confequently 
the  many  Advantages  of  that  important  Branch  of 
Commer<:e.  And  as  it  appears  that  the  principal  Caufe 
«f  Their  fuffering,  in  this  refpefl:,  was  their  Folly  and 
Perverfnefs,    tbek   Immorality  and  Superfiition^    let  us 
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take  warning  by  their  Example,  leaft,   by  being  guilty 
of  che  fame  Crimes,   we  incur  the  fame  Punifhment. 

4.  But  fourthly,  if  it  be  a  Rule  which  ought  always 
to  be  obferved,  in  the  Application  of  Induftry  to  turn 
it  into  fuch  Channels  as  are  mofl:  open  to  receive  it, 
moft  commodious  for  it,  and  leaft  liable  to  Obftruc- 
tions,  this  is  a  farther  and  ftill  ftronger  Reafon  why 
we  ftiould  look  upon  thofe  before-mentioned,  but 
more  efpecially  the  Linen  ManufaElure^  as  the  chief 
Fountain  of  our  Profperity ;  having  found  by  Expe* 
ricnce  (which  in  all  fuch  Cafes  is  the  fafeft  and  fureft 
Guide)  that  it  is  a  perpetual  Spring  of  great  Profit,  and 
fuch  as  is  more  fecure  than  any  other  from  being  either 
obftrufled  or  exhaufted.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  tho'  Tillage  and  the 
Linen  ManufaSiiire  ought  to  be  the  chief  Objefls  of 
our  Care,  for  the  Reafons  before  affighed,  yet  is  it 
equally  neceffary,  in  point  of  Prudence,  that  the  Par- 
ticular Circumftances  of  the  feveral  different  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom  be  duly  confidered,  and  that  the  Chil* 
dien  of  the  Poor  fliould  be  trained  up  to  Labour,  in 
various  Way?,  according  as  the  various  Occafions  of 
different  Places  may  require. 

5.  My  Fifth' and  laft  Obfervation  is  this:  That  if 
Indtiftry  in  general,  if  Tillage  and  the  Linen  Manufac' 
ture  in  particular,  and  laftly,  if  the  true  Troteflant  Re^ 
ligion,  are  Objefls  worthy  of  our  Care,  and  the  moft 
probable  Means  to  promote  the  Welfare  of  our  Coun- 
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try,  tlien,  confeqnently,  That  Tnftitution  in  belialf 
of  which  we  art  here  aflembled,  does  well  deferve  all 
the  Countenance  and  Enc  ouragement  that  has  been  gi- 
ven, and  all  th  ii  can  be  given  to  it.  It  being  highly 
rational  and  nfelil  in  all  refpeflis,  and  as  well  adapted 
to  aniwer  the  Ends  for  which  it  was  defigned  as  can 
well  be  conceived.  And  if  the  fureft  Way  to  make 
Induftry  effectual  is  to  give  all  proper  Encouragement 
to  the  IndullriouF,  then  'l^  That  Society  alfo  which 
makes  the  Encouragement  and  Improvement  of  all 
Arts  and  Sciences  its  peculiar  Care,  muft  contributs 
not  a  little  to  the  fame  good  Purpofes,  and  be  parti- 
cularly well  fuited  to  go  Hand  m  Hand,  as  ic  kindly 
does,  with  that  of  the  T'roteJIam  Working  Schools, 

And  therefore  whoever  is  really  and  truly  a  Friend 
to  this  Country  will  alfo,  and  for  that  very  Reafon, 
be  a  Friend  and  Patron  to  theie  Societies.  And  they 
who  are  Friends  to  thefe  Societies  do  thereby  give  a 
fubftantial  Proof  that  they  are  really  and  truly  Friends 
to  this  Country. 

And  if  fo,  how  thankful  ought  we  to  be,  in  the  firft 
Place,  to  Heaven,  for  having  raifed  up  to  us  fo  many 
Friends,  of  all  Ranks  and  Degrees,  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad;  but  more  efpecially  in  our  Sifter  Kingdom, 
which  (influenced  by  the  great  Example  of  our  graci- 
ous 

•f  The  Dublin-Society  ;  for  the  Support  of  which,  his  Majerty, 
upon  the  Recommendation  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  50©  1.  per  Annum. 
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ous  Sovereign)  has  kindly,  with  a  moft  liberal  Hand^' 
encouraged  and  promoted  this  ufeful  Inftitution.  Of 
which  Sublcriptioris,  Gifts,  and  Legacies  to  the  amount 
of  Eleven  I  houf and  Pounds^  are  no  flender  Proof.  Nor  has 
this  copious  ftream  of  Benevolence  flowed  in  upon  us, 
in  the  Day  of  Peace  and  Plenty  alone,  but  is,  in  great 
Meafure,  ftill  continued  to  us,  even  at  a  Time,  when 
they  themfelves  are  haraffed  and  diftreffed  by  civil. 
Difturbances.  As  appears  from  many  confiderableln- 
ftances ;  and  efpecially  from  one,  very  lately  given^ 
by  a  •j'  Perfon  eminent  for  her  Charity,  upon  all  Oc- 
cafions,  and  who  clofed  the  Period  of  her  Days  with 
an  ample  Contribution  for  the  Support  of  this  Society, 
as  the laft and  beft  Proof  flie  could  give,  that  Benevolence- 
and  Dijcretion  were  the  ruling  Principles  of  her  Con- 
du£l:,  throughout  her  whole  Life. 

And  as  Children  are  apt  to  imitate  their  Parents, 
even  our  diftant  Colonies,  not  forgetting  the  Rock 
from  whence  they  we-re  hewn,  have  already  contri- 
buted largely,  and  exprefs'd  a  Difpofition  to  do  ftill 
more,  for  the  Support  and  Advancement  of  fo  noble 
a  Delign. 

How  thankful  therefore,  in  the  next  Place,  ought 
we  to  be,  to  thofe  worthy  Perfons  themfelves,  who 
are  not  only  the  Inftriiments  and  Channels  by  which 
thefe  Benefits  are  conveyed  to  us,  but  do,  as  it  were 

Co -opera  te- 

•f*  iMrs.  Efther  JJoublo?!^  lately  deceafed,  has  beqiieathedj  as  a 
Legacy  to  this  Society,  the  Sum  of  500  1. 
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Co'Opernte  with  the  Divine  Goodnefs,  in  rewarding 
Induitry  and  Virtue  with  Plenty  and  Profperity. 

T  he  firft  Seeds  of  this  Plant  were,  it  muft  be  owned, 
both  Few  and  Small;  and  there  was,  for  a  time,  fome 
reafon  to  fear  that  tho'  the  Ground  was  good,  it  would 
grow  but  flowly  for  want  of  being  fufficiently  fheltered 
and  properly  watered  from  Above.  iHit  as  it  is  now  be- 
come the  Care  of  the  ^  Tublick^  being  kindly  Counte- 
nanced and  Cheriftied  by  thofe  whofe  Bufinefs,  whofe 
Pleafure,  and  whofe  Honour  it  is,  to  confult  and  pro- 
vide for  the  Publick  Good,  it  will,  we  doubt  not, 
through  the  Bleffing  of  the  Almighty,  foon  take  Root 
downwards^  and  bear  Fruit  upwards^  extending  its 
Branches  through  the  Land. 

Finally  Brethren^  whatfoever  Things  are  True,  tphatfoever 
Things  are  Honejl,  ivhatfoever  Things  are  Juji,  Ture^ 
Lovely^  and  of  good  Report,  if  there  be  any  Virtue,  and 
if  there  be  any  Praije,  any  thing  Vi-rtuous  and  Praife- 
worthy,  in  promoting  the  Knowledge  and  Practice  of 
thefe  Things,  then,  for  the  Sake  of  thefe  Things,  for 
our  own  Sake,  and  for  the  Sake  of  the  Community, 
Let  us  all,  in  Proportion  to  our  Abilities,  encourage 
and  promote  this  well-judged  Charity,  whic:h  will  be 
highly  Beneficial,  in  many  refpefls ;  by  relcuing  many 
from  Diftrefs,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  turning  many  to 
Righteoufnefs ;  at  once  promoting  both  Virtue  and  Hap* 
pinefs.  Private  and  Publick,  Temporal  and  Eternal. 

^■'  The  Produce  of  a   nev/  Fund  being  lately  appropriated  to 
the  Ulc  of  the  Ch<37'^er  Schools,  by  A<5t  of  Parliament. 
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Bow  FeJIry,  ^^'*''^'  ^^-  '7^^- 

At  the  Anniverfary  Meeting  of  the  Society  cor- 
refpondijig  with  The  Incorporated  Society 
in  Y)\}\:X\i\  for pro7mti7tg  Englifh  Proteftant 
Working-Schools  in  Ireland; 

AGREED,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Society 
be  given  to  the  Right  Reverend  the 
Lord  BilTiop  of  Bangor^  for  his  Sermon 
preached  this  Day  before  the  Society ;  and 
that  he  be  defired  to  print  the  fame. 

Lawrence  Cole^  Secretary. 


I  Timothy  IV.  8. 

For  bodily  exercife  frojiteth  little :  hut  godli- 
nefs  is  profjable  tmto  all  tlmigs^  having 
pro7?iif8  of  the  life  that  now  is^  and  of  that 
which  is  to  come. 


HOULD  we  confiekr  this  Text  as  a 
Sentence  by  itfelf,  and  form  our  Judg- 
ment of  the  Meaning  of  it  from  the 
Senfe  which  the  Words  in  their  full 
Latitude  might  import  j  it  would -look 
as  if  the  Apoftle  promiied  the  good  Things  of  thiis 
Life  to  the  idle  and  unadtive  Part  of  Mankind,  prc^- 
vided  they  were  Godly,  and  by  intimating  bodily 
Exercife  or  Labour  to  be  an  ufelefs  Part  of  human 
Actions,  difcourage  one  of  the  main  Branches  of  that 
■charitable  Undertaking  we   are  met   to  cherifh   and 
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promote.  But  it  is  impofTible  that  St  Paul  could  have 
any  fuch  Meaning  as  this :  St  Faul^  who  in  the  great 
Exigencies  of  the  Infant  Chriftian  Church,  had  fore- 
gone his  Right  of  Maintenance,  miniftring  with  his 
own  Hands  occafionally  to  his  own  Necefllties  j  and 
who  had  given  it  in  charge  to  the  T'heJjalojiianSj  2d 
Epift.  ch.  iii.  ver.  lo.  I'hat  if  any  ivould  not  work,  nei- 
ther fhould  he  eat  j  could  never  mean  to  fet  true  Re- 
ligion and  honeft  Induflry  at  variance ;  or  to  fuggeft 
an  Imagination,  that  the  temporal  Wants  or  Profperity 
of  any  People  would  be  fupplied,  without  an  Appli- 
cation of  the  natural  Means,  appointed  by  the  Wifdom 
of  Providence  for  the  attaining  them. 

Indeed,  upon  a  clofer  View  of  the  Text,  neither 
the  Meaning  of  the  original  Word  \^vfJLV(toicr\  nor  the 
Analogy  of  the  Context,  doth  well  admit  of  fuch  an 
Interpretation;  but  rather  leads  to  a  Comparifon  be- 
tween Bodily  Exercifes  and  Spiritual  in  Matters  of  a 
religious  Nature.     For  however  natural  it  might  be  to 
hope,  when  the  practical  Dodrines  of  the  Gofpel  were 
fully  known  to  the  World,  that  by  the  plain  Simpli- 
city of  the  pofitive  Inftitutions,  and  rational  Rule  of 
Life  recommended  by  them,  our  holy  Religion  mull 
have  effediually  convinced  the  Underftandings,    and 
gaiined  the  Hearts  of  all,  who  had  any  Senfe  of  a  Deity, 
or  of  the  Duties  to  Him  and  to  one  another  :  How- 
ever clear  and  intelligible  the  Morality  of  the  Gofpel  is 
delivered,  flrongly  founded  in  the  Principles  of  right 
Reafon,   and  enforced   by  every  Confideration,    that 
could  any  way  contribute  to  the  real  and  lafting  Hap- 
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pinefs  of  Mankind :  However  fpiritual  and  fincere  the 
Worfliip  of  the  Heart  is  enjoined  to  be  under  the 
Chriftian  Difpenfation  ;  yet  fo  flrangely  depraved,  and 
fo  oddly  compounded  are  the  Faculties  of  the  human 
Soul,  that  we  find  few  of  the  firft  Converts  in  a  Dif- 
pofition  to  receive  the  Truth,  plain  as  it  was  delivered 
to  them. 

Many  of  the   'Jewijh   Converts   became  Judaiz- 
ing  Chriflians,    and    thought  the  Pradtice  of  Virtue 
and  Piety  upon  mere  Goipel  Principles  barren  and  je- 
june, without  the  Addition  of  fome  of  their  own  legal 
Ceremonies.     The  Gentiles  wanted  to  retain  part  of 
their  Heathenifli  Superftition,  and  to  partake  of  the 
Lord's  Table  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Tables  of 
their  own  Idols :  And  almofl  all  feem  to  have  been 
carried  away  with  a  Notion,  that  in  the  Exercifes  of 
their  Devotion  fomewhat  more  was  expedled  than  the 
Profeflion  of  their  Faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour,  and 
Addrefles  to  God  for  the  Pardon  of  their  Sins  through 
Him ;  and  to  be  enabled  in  their  Converfation  to  go- 
vern themfelves  by  his  Example  and  Precepts.    A  very 
little  Attention  to  the  Canonical  Epiftles,  to  thofe  of 
St  Faul  in  particular,  will  fhew  that  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Drifts  of  them  was  to  rediify  Miftakes  of  this 
kind  in  Praiftice  j  and  the  Succefs  was  anfwerable  to 
their  Defign.     The  Influence  of  the  Apoflolick  Wri- 
tings to  diffipate  the  Miils  of  Heathenifh  Idolatry  and 
Superftition,  as  well  as  to  abolifti  the  Formalities  of 
the  Jeivijh  Law,  was  generally  fpeaking  prevalent  in 
the  firft  Ages  of  Chriftianity. 

But 
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But  what  is  very  obfervable,  the  Apoftle  limits  not 
his  Care  on  this  Behalf  to  his  own  Time  \  he  extends 
his  View  to  Futurity,  and  leaves  the  Text  with  'timo- 
thy as  an  Antidote  againfl  thofe  fuperftitioUs  Prac- 
tices, which  he  forefaw  would  be  the  Produce  of  Af- 
ter-Ages. Now  tlje  fpirit  (lays  he,  at  the  Beginning 
of  the  Chapter)  fpeaketh  exprejjly\  that  in  latter  times 
fome  fiall  depart  from  the  faith^  giving  heed  to  fedti- 
cing  fpirit s,  and  doctrines  of  devils ;  fpeaking  lyes  in 
hypGcrify^  having  their  confcience  feared  with  a  hot  iron; 
forbidding  to  marry ;  and  co?nmanding  to  abjiain  from 
meats^  which  God  hath  created  to  be  received  with 
thankfgiving  of  them  il'hich  believe  and  know  the  truth. 
For  every  creature  <f  God  is  good,  and  nothing  to.  be 
refufed^  if  it  be  received  with  thankfgiving.  For  it  is 
foJiBified  by  the  word  of  God  and  prayer.  It  is  almoft 
impoffible  to  read  this  prophetick  PalTage  of  Scripture, 
without  applying  it  to  thofe  fuperftitious  Tenets  and 
Ulages,  which  have  for  many  Years  overipread  the 
greateft  Part  of  Chriftendom  under  the  Sanctions  of 
Papal  Authority. 

What  other  Party  of  Chriftians  ever  dealt  fo  much 
in  lying  Wonders,  and  deluding  the  People  with  an 
hypocritical  Pretence  to  the  Spirit  of  Inflillibility,  as 
the  Leaders  of  the  Church  of  Ro-me?  Upon  what 
Teachers  are  the  Dodlrines  of  Devils  chargeable, 
if  not  upon  thofe  who  are  ready  to  call  down 
Fire  from  Heaven  upon  every  Occalion  againft  thofe 
who  will  not  receive  them  j  and  to  perfecute  with 
Fire  and  Faggot,  and  "horrid  Maflacres,  all  that  dif- 
fer in  Opinion  with  them  ?     Are  Vows  of  Celibacy 
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and  DiftiiKftlons  of  Meats,  meritorious  Ads  of  Reli- 
gion in  the  Account  of  any  other  Se6t  of  Chriftians  ? 
Or  bodily  Exercifes  and  Aufterities  reckoned  equivalent 
to  the  Pradice  of  eveiy  focial  Virtue,  by  any  but 
Monks  of  the  Ro?7iip2  Perfuafion  ?  Had  the  Apoflle 
himfelf  lived  till  thefe  latter  Times,  he  could  hardly 
have  defcribed  the  Iniquity  and  Folly  of  that  Perfua- 
fion in  more  lively  Colours  and  Expreffions :  And  what 
is  his  Conclufion  upon  them  ?  Why  ?  T^hat  bodily  ex- 
ercife  profiteth  little  :  kit  godlinefs  is  profitable  imto  all 
things,  having  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of 
that  which  is  to  co?ne  :  Of  every  thing  good,  both 
here  and  hereafter. 

Let  us  then  confider  a  little  more  at  large  the 
Truth  of  St  PWs  Dodrine  In  the  Text  :  It  £ills  In^ 
with  the  Buiinefs  of  our  prefent  Meeting  ;  will  furnifh 
us  with  an  Application  very  appofite  to  this  Charity ; 
and  if  we  are  defirous  ourfelves  of  partaking  the  Re- 
wards of  Chriftianity,  points  out  the  religious  Pradice' 
by  which  they  are  to  be  obtained. 

Now  if  by  bodily  Exercifes  we  underftand  the 
whole  Exterior  of  Religion  ;  every  religious  Adl  and 
Deed  wherein  the  corporeal  Organs  are  made  ufe  of; 
every  Word  fpoken  to  exprefs  our  Senfe  of  God,  and 
our  Inclination  to  obey  him :  The  Meaning  of  the 
Apoflle  would  be  even  then  In  the  comparative  Senfe 
it  is  here  put.  Intelligible  and  true.  He  lays  not,  that 
bodily  Exercife  is  quite  infignificant  and  ufelefs,  but 
that  it  profiteth  little.  Expreffions  of  our  Duty  to 
God  by  Acts  of  Abflinence  and  Fading,  by  outward 
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Deeds  of  Devotion  and  Charity,  may  be  very  ufeful 
to  reftrain  the  exorbitant  Cravings  of  our  vicious  Ap- 
petites, and  to  preferve  the  intelledual  Faculties  clear 
and   free :    They  are  of  good  Report,  and  may  be 
available  by  Example  to  excite  and  encourage  a  Spirit 
of  Piety  in  one  another ;  and  as  it  is  impoflible  for 
the  tme  Senfe  and  Sincerity  of  our  Minds  to  be  made 
known  to  our  Fellow  Chriftians,  but  by  Words  and  out- 
ward Gefturesj  fo  far  as  thefe  correfpond  with  Truth, 
and  are    conformable  to  the  real  Sentiments  of  our 
Hearts,  they  are  of  very  conliderable  Benefit  to  cultivate 
the  Growth  of  Piety  in  our  own  Hearts,  and  promote  a 
right  Senfc  of  it  in  thofe  we  converfe  with.     But  even 
in  this  moft  advantageous  Light  of  bodily  Exercife,  it 
profiteth  little,  compared  with  folid  Piety  and  Virtue. 
It  profiteth  only  as  a  commendable  Means,  to  the  moft 
glorious  End  of  Man's  Being :    It  profiteth  only  like 
Food  and  Raiment  to  the  Prefervation  of  Health ;  or 
like  Medicines  to  recover  it.     But  is  not  life  ?TJorc  than 
meat  ?  and  the  body  than  raiment  ?     Is  not  the  En- 
joyment of  Health  of  infinitely  greater  Value  than  the 
Drugs  and  Regimen  made  ufe  of  to  procure  it  ?   Even 
fo  bodily  exercife  profiteth  little^  but  godlinefs  is  profita- 
ble UJito  all  things. 

What  Health  is  to  the  Body,  That  is  Piety  to 
the  Soul  J  a  found  Habit,  which  is  necefiary  to  give  a 
Relilh  to  all  the  Pleafures  we  are  capable  of  enjoying; 
the  only  Ingredient  that  can  make  them  permanent 
and  real.  It  is  what  the  Scriptures  recommend  under 
the  Reprefentation  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  his 
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Righteoufncfs :  And  fince  upon  the  moft  intimate  Ac- 
quaintance with  human  Nature,  as  well  as  from  Reve- 
lation, this  Habit  of  Mind  is  found  to  be  the  Point  of 
Perfe(5tion  eveiy  rational  Creature  ought  for  his  own 
fake,  as  well  as  the  Glory  of  God,  to  afpire  after  :  It 
certainly  ought  always  to  be  of  the  firlt  and  higheft 
Eflimation,  above  every  other  Attainment  wherewith 
the  human  Mind  can  poffibly  be  adorned. 

So  far  then  as  the  external  A(5ts  of  Religion  con- 
duce to  enlighten  and  invigorate  the  natural  Powers 
of  the  human  Soul ;  io  far  as  they  help  to  confirm  our 
Refolutions  to  act  conformably  to  the  Will  of  God ; 
to  fubdue  every  irregular  Thought  and  Paffion  that 
would  exalt  itfelf  in  oppolition  to  our  reafonable  Duty; 
and  to  form  every  good  Inclination  and  A<flion  into  a 
fettled  Habit  of  Piety  and  Virtue ;  fo  far  are  they  of 
very  great  Service  in  all  the  ordinary  Proceedings  of 
Life,  and  deferve  our  Attention  to  obferve  them.     In 
our    prefent   Condition    and    Circumltances    indeed, 
\yhih't  the  Soul  is  fo  united  with  a  Body  as  to  be  un- 
der a  Neceflity  of  ufing  corporeal  Inflruments,  both 
to  increafe  its  own  Stock  of  Knowledge  and  commu- 
nicate with  others :  The  pious  Man  is  under  a  Necef- 
fity  of  paying  his  Adoration  to  the  fupreme  Being  with 
his  Body,   as  well  as  with  his  Spirit.     His  Religion 
otherwife  would  be  nothing  more  than  a  kind  of  men- 
tal Quietifm  :  flat  and  infipid  to  his  own  Breafl: ;  bar- 
ren and  ufelefs  to  all  around  him.     But  this  is  far  from 
reaching  St  Faid\  Senfe  of  the  Word  Gcdiinefs  :  For 
how  could  it  then  be  profitable  to  all  Things  ?     Nay, 
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he  himfelf  has  recommended  Works  of  Mortification 
and  Self-denial  as  necefifary  Duties,  in  other  Paflages 
of  his  Epiflles.     He  exhorts  the   Hebrews  to  provoke 
one  another  to  Love  and  to  good  Works ^    and  reprove 
the   Manner   of  thofe   who   forfook   the   affembling 
themfelves  together  for  the  Service  of  God ;  and  has 
left  one  very  fignificant  Precept  for  the  due  Regula- 
tion of  thofe  AlTemblies,  That  evei-y  Thing  fhould  be 
decently^  and  in  order.     Nay,   perhaps,  if  an  Enquiry 
were  made  into  the  Caufes  of  the  Decay  of  Piety  among 
Proteftants,  more  would  be  placed  to  the  Negled:  of 
the  folemn  Times  and  Places  appointed  for  publick 
Worlhip  }  to  a  Contempt  of  Seafons  fet  apart  for  reli- 
gious Purpofes,   than  to  any  other  Caufe  whatever. 
Mental  Religion  alone,  however  refined  it  may  be  to 
Perfons  in  Retirement,  will  never  do  for  Societies  of 
Men.     They  will  be  always  governed  more  by  Ex- 
ample, than  Precept ;   and  live  by   Imitation,   rather 
than  Maxims  deduced  from  their  own  Speculation  and 
Reafon.     Numbers  of  Men  have  not  a  Capacity  to  in- 
veftigate  all  the  Rules  of  Religion  and  Piety,  neceflary 
to  condud:  them  to  Happinefs  j  and  more  want  Lei- 
fure  fi^om  the  unavoidable  Exigencies  and  Occupations 
of  Life,  to  do  it.     And  how  then  fhould  thefe  ever 
hope  to  reap  the  Advantages  promiled  as  the  Reward 
of  Godlinefs,  if  thofe  who  have  both  Capacity  and 
Leifure  do  not  fhew  them  the  Way  by  a  good  Ex- 
ample ?     It  is   highly  incumbent  therefore  upon  all 
who  have  it  in  their  Power,  for  the  fake  of  others  as 
well  as  for  their  own  Improvement,  to  obferve  every 
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Regulation  neceflary  for  keeping  up  a  Face  of  Reli- 
gion J  to  be  conftant  in  their  Attendance  upon  publick 
Worrtiip,  and  ferious  in  the  Exercife  of  it.  For  in 
this  Reiped:  bodily  Exercife  proiiteth  greatly  ;  though 
not  like  Godlinefs,  unto  all  Things  ;  the  Profit  of  it 
receiving  the  whole  Value  from  that  Godlinefs  which 
it  promotes. 

But,  Secondly,  St  PW's  Words  may  be  explained 
in  another  Way  of  Interpretation,  agreeably  to  what 
I  before  hinted,  and  as  expreffive  of  that  fort  of  reli- 
gious Practice ;  which  would  fubftitute  bodily  Exer- 
cife in  the  Place  of  Godlinefs,  and  make  fome  external 
Obfervances  equivalent  to  the  Pradtice  of  fincere  Piety 
and  focial  Virtue. 

The  Verfes  preceding  the  Text  feem  rather  to  lead 
us  to  this  Meaning  of  it.  For  as  the  Apoftle  there 
takes  Notice  of  Marriage,  and  Diftin(ftions  of  Meats, 
of  Matters  left  indifferent  to  the  Choice  of  every  one, 
to  pradile  or  let  alone  according  to  his  Difcretion  ;  as 
he  takes  notice  of  thefe,  I  fay,  being  made  Matters 
of  Confequence  in  Religion,  and  difallows  any  De- 
gree of  Holinefs  to  belong  to  them,  any  otherwife 
than  as  they  are  fandified  by  the  Word  of  God  and 
Prayer :  It  fliould  rather  feem  to  be  his  Intention  in 
this  PaiTage  to  difcountenance  the  fetting  up  any  Thing 
for  Religion  j  which  was  not  fo  ;  than  to  make  a  Com- 
parifon  between  the  outward  Modes  of  Religion,  and 
inward  Piety  of  the  Heart.  And  in  this  View,  very 
little  indeed  doth  bodily  Exercife  profit.      Is  it  not 
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rathef  a  Means  of  deluding  the  Confcience,  and  lulling 
it  afleep,  under  a  Notion  that  the  Guilt  it  has  con- 
tradled  may  be  expiated,  without  the  Trouble  of  a 
thorough  Change  of  Mind  by  Repentance  ?  For  how 
eafily  would  a  religious  Charad:er  be  obtained,  if  a 
fcrupulous  Exacftnefs  in  obferving  a  few  outward  Ce- 
remonies would  do  it  ?  If  the  counting  over  of  Beads 
were  a  fufficient  Penance  for  indulging  every  Irregula- 
rity of  the  Defires  of  the  Heart ;  if  a  temporary  Ab- 
ftinence  from  fome  particular  Kinds  of  Food,  would 
atone  for  the  ExcelTes  of  Intemperance  at  eveiy  other 
Seafon  j  if  a  Pilgrimage,  and  offering  fome  fmall  Mat- 
ter at  the  Shrine  of  an  imaginary  Saint,  would  pro- 
cure a  Pardon  for  Crimes  of  the  blackefl  Nature ;  for 
Oppreflion  and  Injuflice,  Rapine  and  Cruelty,  Perjury 
and  Murder ;  and  even  an  Indulgence  in  Practices  of 
the  fame  Kind  in  Time  to  come :  Who  would  be  at 
the  Pains  and  Trouble  of  fetting  a  Watch  upon  his 
Heart,  of  correfling  all  the  irregular  Intents  and 
Purpofes  of  it,  and  of  fubduing  his  Will  and  Aifec- 
tions  to  the  Obedience  of  Faith  in  the  Gofpel  ? 

BuTfurely,  fo  little  Profit  is  there  in  Pra<flices  of 
this  Kind,  that  hardly  any  Thing  could  be  thought  of 
more  deftructive  to  the  true  Intereft  and  Happinefs  of 
Mankind.  Deflruftive  in  every  View,  as  they  flrike 
at  the  very  Root  of  all  Virtue  and  Goodnefs  j  as  they 
tend  to  unhinge  all  the  Bands  of  Society ;  and  mofl 
fatally  to  delude  Men  into  a  Security,  that  they  are 
doing  what  is  acceptable  to  God,  and  pleafing  Him, 
by  Means  the  mofl  likely  to  put  it  out  of  their  Power 

ever 
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ever  to  do  it.  For  when  once  the  Follies  of  Siiperfti- 
tion  have  fo  far  gained  an  Afcendant  over  the  Judg- 
ment, as  to  fet  Religion  and  Virtue  at  enmity,  and 
fuggefl  even  a  Pollibility  of  being  a  religious,  without 
beins;  an  honeft  and  good  Man ;  who  can  tell  where 
fuch  Follies  will  end  ?  The  Delufion  is  too  flattering 
to  Flefli  and  Blood,  not  to  have  fome  Attention  paid 
to  it :  Few  Men  that  ever  think  of  Death  and  an 
After-Reckoning,  but  would  be  glad  to  be  well  pre- 
pared for  it  J  to  embrace  a  Scene  of  infinite  Happinefs 
hereafter  upon  Terms  fo  eafy,  and  confident  with  the 
Indulgence  of  their  headftrong  and  mad  PafTions ;  and 
to  be  carried  ftraight  into  Abraham's  Bofom,  from  a 
Life  of  Voluptuoufnefs  and  Riot. 

In  Fad:,  does  not  the  Hiflory  of  Religion  in  all 
Ages,  fhew  the  general  Bent  of  Mankind  to  fuch  fu- 
perftitious  Ufages  ?  their  Defire  to  propitiate  the  Deity 
by  bodily  Rites  and  Exercifes ;  and  their  Hopes  of  ap- 
peafing  Him  by  coltly  Sacrifice  and  Oflferings  ?  The 
Gentile  Superftition  confifted  in  thefe  Things  only  j  and 
notwithftanding  the  moft  excellent  Moral  Law  was 
the  immediate  Gift  of  God  himfelf  to  the  Jeivip  People, 
and  that  with  the  mofl  remarkable  Circumftances  of 
Majefty  and  Awe  :  yet  we  find  by  the  Complaints  of 
all  the  Prophets  and  good  Men  amongll  them,  that 
the  Ritual  and  Ceremonial  Law  was  the  chief  Objed: 
of  their  Care  and  Obfervance  ;  and  that  they  were 
even  with  Difficulty  to  be  reftrained  from  bowing 
the  Knee  to  Baal. 

One 
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ONfe  principal  Part  of  the  Errand  upon  which  eve- 
ry Prophet  was  lent  to  that  People,  was  to  reprove 
thofe  very  Practices  j  to  mark  the  Preference  that  was 
due  to  Mercy  before  Sacrifice,  to  Godlinefs  before 
bodily  Exercife ;  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  Recep- 
tion of  the  Meffiah,  as  well  by  forefliewing  the  Na- 
ture of  his  Kingdom,  as  of  his  Perfon  and  Sufferings. 
The  fingle  Authority  of  Ifaiah,  in  the  Introdudlion  to 
his  elevated  Prophecy,  is  fufficient  to  eflablifh  this 
Truth.  7(3  what  pwpofe  is  the  multitude  of  your  fa- 
crijices  to  me,  faith  the  Lord  ?  ver.  1 1.  I  am  full  of 
the  burnt-offei'ings  of  rams,  and  the  fat  of  fed  beajls  \ 
I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks ,  or  of  lambs,  or  of 
he-goats,  ver.  13.  Bring  no  more  'vain  oblations: 
incenfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me ;  the  7tew  mootis  and 
fabbaths  ;  the  calling  of  ajfemblies  I  cannot  away  with  j 
it  is  itiiquity,  even  your  fole?nn  meeting.  Tour  new 
moons,  and  your  appointed  feajis,  my  foul  hateth  :  they 
are  a  trouble  unto  me  j  /  am  weary  to  bear  them.  And 
when  ye  fpread  forth  your  hands,  I  will  hide  ?nine  eyes 
from  you  ;  yea,  when  ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not 
hear.  And  what  is  the  Reafon  of  God's  Difpleafure 
againft  thefe  Rites  and  Sacrifices  of  his  own  appoint- 
ing ?  Why  ?  the  Iniquity  of  his  People  Ifrael-,  or,  as 
it  is  well  expreffed  in  one  Word  following  ;  Tom- 
hands  are  full  of  blood. 

Words  could  not  give  a  more  fiill  Defcription  of 
the  corrupted  State  of  Religion  among  the  Jews  at 
tliat  Time  ;  or   of  the  little  avail  of  external  Rites, 
when  they  were  not  accompanied  with  a  fuitable  Sanc- 
tity 
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tity  of  Manners.  But  hear  how  the  Prophet  goes  on, 
(ver.  16.)  Wajh  ye^  make  you  clean-,  put  away  the  evil 
of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes :  ceafe  to  do  evily 
learn  to  do  well ;  feek  judgment^  relieve  the  opprejjed, 
judge  the  fatherlefs ;  plead  for  the  widow.  And  what 
will  be  the  Confequence  of  thefe  Works  of  Piety  and 
Goodnefs  ?  It  follows ;  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon 
together,  faith  the  Lord :  Though  your  fins  be  as  fear- 
let,  they  Jhall  be  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  be  red 
like  crimfon,  they  fiall  be  as  wool.  Jf  ye  be  willing 
and  obedient,  ye  jhall  eat  the  good  of  the  land. 

I  H  A  V  E  quoted  the  Paflage  more  at  large,  becaufe 
it  is  a  kind  of  Paraphrafe  upon  the  Text  j  and  fhews 
not  only  the  Correfpondence  of  the  two  Divine  Teach- 
ers, at  thofe  diftant  Times,  in  the  Nature  and  Truth 
of  their  Dodrine  ;  but  their  Agreement  in  the  Reafon 
of  applying  it,  (viz.)  the  general  Difpofition  of  Man- 
kind to  run  their  Religion  into  Superftition ;  and  to 
liibftitute  Rites  of  little  or  no  intrinfick  Value  in  the 
Room  of  true  Piety. 

Perhaps  the  Gentiles,  who  wanted  the  Light  of 
Revelation  to  diredt  them,  might  be  in  fome  fort  ex- 
cufable  ;  and  the  fews,  who  had  a  large  Ceremonial 
Law  enjoined  them,  find  fomewhat  of  a  Reafon  from 
thence  to  palliate  their  Practice.  But  turn  over  the 
New  Teflament  from  one  End  to  the  other  ;  confider 
every  Dodrine  and  every  Inftitution ;  recolle<^  every 
Precept  and  every  Promife  you  have  learnt  there  j  and 
you  will  find  all  direded  to  the  fame  Mark,  and  con- 
fpiring  to  ftrengthen  a«d  eftabiifh  the  Caufe  of  Godli- 
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nefs  and  Virtue.  The  Pradice  of  thefe  only,  through 
Faith  in  Clirift  Jefus,  will  entitle  us  to  the  Bleflings  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  open  an  Entrance  into  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven. 

What  then  muft  be  our  Opinion  of  thofe 
Teachers,  who  would  ufurp  the  Keys,  and  open  an 
Entrance  through  the  broad  Way  of  Sin  and  Superfti- 
tion  ?  who  bv  their  Penances  and  bodily  Aufterities ; 
by  their  MafTes  for  the  Living  and  for  the  Dead,  and 
by  the  fuperabundant  Stock  of  good  Works  laid  up  in 
Store  by  their  religious  Monks,  will  undertake  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  crying  Guilt  of  even  Perfidy  and  Murder ; 
and  engage  to  make  Saints  of  fuch  flagitious  Wretches 
as,  when  living,  were  a  Reproach  to  human  Nature, 
and  difgraced  it  by  their  Deaths  ?  So  great  in  their 
Account  is  the  Profit  of  bodily  Exercifes,  as  if  the 
Reverfe  of  the  Apoflle's  Dodrine  were  true;  and  the 
Promife  of  the  Life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  that  which 
is  to  come,  appropriated  to  it.  But  Thanks  be  to 
God,  we  have  not  fo  learned  ChriH :  Thanks  to  his 
good  Providence  for  leaving  the  Fountain  of  living 
Waters  open,  for  every  one  to  go  draw  for  his  own 
Ufe  :  Thanks  to  Him,  for  prefer ving  an  outward  Pro- 
feffion  of  his  holy  Religion,  eftabliflied  upon  fuch 
Rules  amongfl  us,  as  cannot,  without  the  utmoft 
Weaknefs  and  Folly,  be  perverted  to  any  other  Pur- 
pofe,  than  promoting  the  good  Caufe  which  is  pro- 
fitable to  all  Things.  But  how  can  we  fo  eifedually 
exprefs  our  Gratitude  to  God,  as  by  following  the 
Apoflle's  Rule,  in  refufmg  what  he  calls  profane  and 
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old  wives  fables,    and  exercijing  onrfehes  unto  godli^ 
nefs  f 

T  n  I  s  is  an  Exercife  in  every  View  ufeful  and  falii- 
tary,  and  becoming  human  Nature ;  being  that  alone 
which  truly  and  ultimately  anfwers  the  End  of  our 
Creation.  It  is  an  Exercife  which  tends  to  ftore  the 
Mind  with  ufeful  Knowledge  -,  to  clear  the  Judgment, 
to  fubdue  the  extravagant  Sallies  of  Paffion,  to  redlify 
the  Will,  and  direft  every  Faculty  of  the  Soul  to  the 
only  true  Obiedl  of  its  Reft  and  Happinefs.  Nay,  it  is 
an  Exercife,  with  which  the  Comfort  and  Pleafure  of 
every  real  Enjoyment  of  the  prefent  Life  is  very  clofely 
connected.  For,  does  not  Health  and  Reputation,  and 
whatever  is  called  the  external  Goods  of  Fortune,  de- 
pend more  upon  the  Exercife  of  Temperance  and  Pru- 
dence, of  Beneficence  and  Juftice,  than  upon  any  other 
Caufe  ?  Can  any  other  human  Means,  can  all  of  them 
together,  contribute  fo  much  to  avert  the  common 
Evils  of  Life,  of  Pain  and  Sicknefs,  of  Dejecflion  and 
Sorrow,  as  a  Courfe  of  Piety  and  Virtue  ?  or  to  fup- 
port  and  cheer  the  Spirit  under  them,  as  a  Confciouf^ 
nefs  of  her  own  Integrity  ?  To  enumerate  all  the  Ad- 
vantages of  Piety,  would  be  to  recoiled:  and  lay  before 
you  every  Thing  that  deferves  the  Name  of  excellent 
and  perfed  in  itfelf ;  every  Thing  that  can  have  any 
Share  in  improving  and  adorning  human  Nature.  The 
wife  Mail  very  well  comprizes  them  all  in  two  fhort 
Sentences,  defcribing  of  IVifdom,  by  which  he  means 
the  fame  Thing  with  Godlinefs  :  Length  of  days  is  m 
her  right  hand,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honour : 

C  Her 
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Her- ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs^  and  all  her  paths 
are  peace. 

Allow  me  to  apply  what  has  been  faid,  and  I  will 
have  done.  —  Seeing  then  that  the  natural  Reward  of 
virtuous  and  religious  Practices,  refulting  from  the  very 
Conftitution  of  our  Beings,  is  defirable  and  great ;  and 
tlie  Promife  of  God  annexed  to  it  infinitely  greater ; 
let  the  Sum  of  our  Cares  and  Endeavours  center  in  the 
Advancement  of  this  Prad:ice.  There  is  nothing  in  it 
harfli  or  unprofitable,  but  what  we  make  fo  by  our 
own  Negligence  and  Miflakes :  nothing  inconfiftent 
either  with  Bufinefs  or  Pleafure ;  if  the  one  be  juft, 
and  the  other  innocent.  It  is  Iniquity  in  tranfad:lng 
Affairs,  and  Excefies  or  Unlawfiilnefs  of  Pleafure,  that 
makes  them  interfere  with  the  Exercife  of  Godlinefs, 
and  has  put  Men  upon  inventing  fuch  Exercifes  to 
appeafe  the  Anger  of  God,  and  folicit  his  Favour,  as 
have  brought  Difcredit  upon  Religion,  by  reftoring  to 
it  in  Popifh  Countries  no  better  an  Appearance,  than 
of  Heathenifli  Superftition.  But  feeing  that  we  are 
happily  reformed  from  every  Abufe  of  this  kind  j  and 
the  Profeffion  of  our  holy  Religion  is  plann'd  out  upon 
the  Model  of  Truth  and  Liberty ;  ought  not  our  Zeal 
for  the  Prefervation  of  it  always  to  keep  Pace  at  leaft 
with  the  Zeal  of  our  Enemies  to  deftroy  it  ?  Miftake 
me  not,  as  if  I  meant  to  inflame  your  Zeal  to  that 
Degree  of  Fire  and  Fiercenefs  wherewith  our  Enemies 
are  ufually  animated :  The  Zeal  I  would  recommend 
is,  according  to  knowledge ;  fuch  a  Warmth  of  Affec- 
tion 
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tion  and  Inclination  to  our  holy  Proteftant  Religion, 
as  will  never  fuffer  us  to  flacken  our  Endeavours  to 
maintain  the  publick  Profeffion  of  it  among  ourfelves, 
and  enlarge  its  Intereft  among  our  Neighbours ;  Such 
a  Zeal  for  the  Caufe  of  Truth  and  Godlinefs,  as  will 
open  our  Hearts,  and  influence  our  Wills  to  help  thofe 
to  Inftrudion,  who  are  not  in  a  Capacity  to  help 
themfelves  j  as  will  never  allow  Self-Intereft,  or  any 
wayward  Paflion,  to  eftrange  our  Love,  or  fhut  up  our 
Purfes  againft  them. 

And  furely,  among  the  many  excellent  Charities 
which  bv  the  BlefTing  of  Providence  abound  in  this 
Nation,  that  which  we  are  now  met  upon  very  juflly 
merits  the  Attention  of  the  Great  and  Wealthy  j  of 
every  one  who  is  ferious  in  his  Religion,  or  the  Exer- 
cife  of  his  Benevolence.  For  whether  we  confider  the 
Obie6;s  of  the  Charity  themfelves ;  Greater  cannot  well 
fall  within  our  Notice :  or  the  Publick,  whereof  they 
are  Members  j  A  readier  Way  to  make  them  ufeful 
could  not  be  thought  of  Whether  we  have  it  in 
View  to  promote  the  temporal  Intereft  of  the  poor 
Irifh  Children  j  there  cannot  be  a  furer  Way,  than  to 
train  them  up  early  to  a  Life  of  Induftry  and  Labour : 
Or  their  Eternal  j  than  to  imprint  upon  their  tender 
Minds  the  Knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  So 
that  in  the  Exercife  of  this  Charity,  we  may  truly  be 
faid  to  exercife  the  Objeas  of  it  to  that  Godlinefs, 
which,  if  it  be  not  their  own  Fault,  will  to  them  be 
profitable  unto  all  Things ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  af- 
fure  ourfelves  of  a  Reward. 

C  2  To 
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To  enlarge  upon  all  the  Ufes  of  this  laudable  Un- 
dertaking, would  not  fall  within  the  Compafs  either 
of  my  Time  or  Skill.  Many  of  the  moft  advantage- 
ous Topicks  have  been  copioufly  handled,  before  one 
or  other  of  the  Sifter  Societies  of  the  two  Illands : 
and  the  Members  of  the  Societies  have  great  Reafon 
hitherto  to  rejoice  in  the  Fruits  of  their  Labour,  and 
the  growing  Profpeft  of  their  ufefiil  Charity.  Only 
one  Thing  more,  flowing  immediately  from  my  Sub- 
jed:,  give  me  Leave  to  obferve,  and  to  conclude  with. 

Since  it  is  the  Happinefs  of  thefe  Nations  to  have 
the  freeft  Enjoyment  of  their  Religion  of  any  Nation 
upon  Eaith  ;  of  their  Religion,  according  to  what 
every  one  may  learn  for  himfelf  in  the  infpired  Wri- 
tings, clear  of  all  the  traditional  and  flnful  Follies  of 
Popifh  Superftition :  Since  they  have  a  Profped:  of  the 
Continuance  of  this  ineftimable  Bleffing  to  themfelves 
and  their  Pofterity,  under  the  mild  Government  of  a 
truly  illuftrious  and  Proteftant  King  and  his  Family: 
Let  it  never  be  in  the  Power  of  thofe  who  come  after 
us  to  fay  of  this  Generation,  that  either  by  a  total 
Difregard  to  Religion,  or  Indifference  about  the  Means 
of  prefer ving  it,  they  are  deprived  of  thofe  Bleffings 
which  we  enjoy'd.  Now  what  Means  could  be  pro- 
pofed  more  likely  to  be  preventive  of  Hich  Mifchief, 
than  the  Erefting  of  Proteftant  Working  Schools,  in 
the  Way  they  are  conducted  by  thefe  Societies  ?  For 
whatever  Danger  may  arife  from  the  fubtle  Working 
of  Popifti  Emiflaries  in  this  Kingdom,  (who  have  not, 
I  fear,    been  idle   of  late  Years)    however    by  their 

falfe 
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falfe  Suggeftions  and  lecret  Intrigues  they  miy  lead 
captive  fome  few  of  weak  Underftanding  and  Judg- 
ment ;  yet  the  principal  Danger  is  not  from  hence. 
The  greateft  Danger  muft  arife  where  the  Papiits  are 
the  moft  numerous ;  the  People  kept  in  the  greateft 
Ignorance,  and  even  foothed  by  their  Priefts  in  Beg- 
gary and  Idlenefs.  But  to  leilen  thefe  Numbers ;  to 
cure  that  Ignorance  ;  to  introduce  a  Spirit  of  Induftry, 
and  a  proportionable  Increafe  of  Plenty,  into  a  King- 
dom linke-d  in  the  fame  Interefts,  and  under  the  fame 
Government  with  ourfelves,  is  the  glorious  Delign  I 

could  wifli  to  recommend 

G  o  on  then  and  profper,  under  the  Diredion  of  a 
good  God,  in  thus  exerciiing  yourfelves  unto  Godli- 
nefs !  Keep  the  End  of  your  Charity  always  in  view; 
and  let  not  any  frivolous  Objecflions  byafs,  or  tempo- 
raiy  Obftrudlions  deterr  You,  from  purfuing  all  the 
probable  Means  of  attaining  it.  In  the  very  Nature  of 
Things,  it  muft  be  a  Work  of  Time  to  carry  your 
Defign  to  Perfe6tion.  Perfevere  fteadily  in  what  You 
have  fuccefsfully  begun  ;  and  I  pray  and  truft  to  the 
great  God,  that  He  will  in  his  own  good  Time  make 
good  to  us  all  the  Promife  of  the  life  that  iiow  is^ 
and  of  that  which  is  to  co?jie,  thro'  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


FINIS. 


SERMON 

Preach'd  before  the 

SOCIETY 

Correfponding  with  the  Incorporated  Society  in 
Dublin^  for  promoting  JEngliJIj  Proteftant 
Working- Schools  in  Ireland^ 

At  their  Anniverfary  Meeting  in  the  Parifli-Church  of 
St  Maryle  B(nL\  on  T'hurjihiy,  April  2d,    1747. 

By  JOHN   THOMAS  D.D.  Canon  Refidentiary 
of  St  PauNj  and  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  His  Majefty. 


LONDON: 
Printed  by  John    Oliver,  in  Bartholome'-Jj-Clofey   near 
JVeft-SmithJield.      M.dcc.xlvii. 


JBaw  Fejlry,  a^I]^. 


At  a  ge?teral  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Society 
cor  re/ponding  with  ZS^  Incorporated  Society 
in  Dublin,  for  promoting  Engliflb  Proteftant 
Working- Schools  z;^  Ireland  J 


ACRE  ED,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Society 
be  given  to  the  Reverend  Dr  Thomasy 
for  his  Sermon  preached  this  Day  before  the 
Society,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  permit  the. 
Society  to  print  the  fame. 


Lawrence  Coky  Secretary, 


Matt.  XX,  3, 4. 

y&^  ^^  le/'^/;/  out  about  the  third  Hour^  and 
Jaw  Others  Jlandi?ig  idle  in  the  Market^ 
place, 

Aitd  /aid  unto  them.  Go  ye  alfo  into  the  Vine- 
yard, and  whatfoever  is  right  I  will  give 
you  :    And  they  wefit  their  Way, 


T  the  twenty  feventh  Verfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding Chapter,  we  find  St  Fetcr  thus 
addreffing  our  Lord  >  Behold^  we  have 
forfaken  all,    a?id  fclloived   thee;   what 
JJ:all  we  have  therefore?     Our  Lord 
replies  in  this  gracious  Manner,  Verily 
I  fay  unto  you.    That  ye,  which  have  followed  me  in 
the  Regeneration,  when  the  Son  of  Man  fiall  fit  in  the 
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throne  of  his  Glory y  ye  alfo  f:all  fit  upon  twehe 
7hro/ieSj  jtidgi?tg  the  tivehoe  T^ vibes  of  Jfrael :  Ye 
that  h^-^Q  fuffered,  fiall  alfo  reig?i  with  me:  And 
adds  this  farther  Declaration,  that  e'-oery  one  that  had 
forfaken  Hoiifes^  or  Brethren,  or  Sijiers,  or  Father ,  or 
Mother,  or  Wife,  or  Children,  or  hands,  for  his 
Name's  fake,  fiould  receive  an  hundred  fold,  a?7d 
fiotdd  ijtherit  everlajling  Life  :  Or,  as  it  is  more  fully 
exprefled  in  St  Mark's  Gofpel,  ftiould  receive  an 
himdred  fold  now  in  this  l!ime,  and  in  the  World  to 
come  eternal  Life\. 

A  s  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  from  the  Turn  and 
Caft  of  the  Minds  of  the  Apoftles,  that  they  would 
apply  thefe  Declarations  in  a  peculiar  Manner  to 
themfelves,  and  be  exalted  above  meafure  with  the 
pleafing  Profpect  which  they  afforded ;  we  find  our 
Lord,  in  the  next  Verfe,  fubjoining  this  remarkable 
Exprefiion  j  but  many  that  are  Firjl  Jhall  be  Laji, 
and  the  Lajl  fiall  be  Firjl :  Defigning,  as  it  {liould 
feem,  that  the  ferious  and  awakening  Nature  of  it 
might  correct  and  moderate  thofe  Hopes  and  Ex- 
pedations,  which  the  Largenefs  and  Extent  of  fuch 
a  Promife,  added  to  their  own  Prejudices  in  favour 
of  a  temporal  Mefliah,  would  mod  probably  in- 
fpire. 

But  becaufe.  there  was  a  feeming  Abrupttiefs  and, 
Difficulty  in  this  Expreffion,  Many  that  are  Firji 
Jhall  be  Lajl,  and  the  Laft  fiall  be  Firft  j  becaufe 
it  might,  if  not  rightly  underftood,  tend  to  perplex 
the  Minds  of  Men,  and  might  difpofe  them  to  think 
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God  arbitrary  or  unfteady  in  his  Dealing?,  and  might 
tempt  them  to  call  in  Queftion  liis  JuRice  in  the 
moral  Government  of  the  World  ^  our  Lord,  at 
the  Beginning  of  this  Chapter,  undertakes  to  open 
and  clear  this  Point  more  fully  to  his  Difciples,  and 
to  fhew  its  entire  Confiilency  with  the  divine  Juf- 
tice. 

And  the  clear,  and  undoubted  Equity  of  this 
Proceeding,  that  many  that  are  Firft  JJ:all  be  LaJ}\ 
and  the  La/i  fiall  be  Firft  j  that  They,  to  whom 
the  divine  Will  is  difcovered  later,  provided  they  obey 
it  with  Sincerity  and  Diligence,  will  fo  effedually  re- 
commend themfelves  to  the  Favour  of  God,  as  to 
be  equalled,  or  even  preferred  to  Thofe  who  were 
called  firft,  and  negleded  to  make  fuitable  Improve- 
ments ;  I  fay,  the  clear  and  undoubted  Equity  of 
this  Proceeding  He  choofes  to  illuftrate  by  the  fol- 
lowing Similitude. 

T  HE  Kifigdom  of  Heaven  is  like  unto  a  Man-^ 
that  is  an  HouJhoJder^  which  went  out  early  in  the 
Morning  to  hire  Labourers  into  his  Vineyard.  Thofe 
he  then  found,  he  agreed  with  for  a  Penny  a  Day, 
and  fent  them  into  his  Vineyard  :  But  as  the  La- 
bourers were  feWy  the  Parable  goes  on  to  inform  us^ 
tliat  he  went  out  about  the  third  Hour^  again  about 
the  fixth  and  tiinth  Hour^  and  was  himfelf  an  Exam- 
ple of  that  Induftry,  to  which  he  invited  others  : 
Nay,  fo  intent  is  he  upon  promoting  and  encourag- 
ing Diligence,  that  he  wefit  out  about  the  elevejith 
Hour,  and  even  then  hired  thofe  that  he  found  Jland- 
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ing  idle  J  in  Hopes  that  they  would  employ  this  lafi 
Hour  well,  and  make  up  for  the  Time  that  liad 
been  loft,  by  exerting  their  utmoft  Gare  arid  Appli- 
cation in  planting  and  dreffing  his  Vineyard.  Nor 
was  this  an  unreafonable  ExpevSation,  when  he  con- 
fidered,  that  they  had  offered  this  juft  Excufe  for 
themfelves,  that  no  Man  had  hired  them ;  and  confe- 
quently,  that  their  Idlenefs  did  not  proceed  from  any 
Love  of  Sloth,  but  from  the  Want  of  Employ- 
ment. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Houfliolder  agreed 
with  thofe  who  were  firft  hired  for  a  Fenny  a  Day  j 
and  as  to  the  Reft,  engaged  to  give  them  whatfoevef 
was  rights  what  would  be  a  reafonable  Recompence 
for  their  Labour.  The  Agreement  therefore  was  the 
Rule  to  be  obferved  in  paying  them  who  were  firfl 
hired ;  but  as  for  thofe  who  came  in  afterwards,  the 
Houfholder  was  at  Liberty  to  diminifli  or  increafe 
their  Wages ;  and  though  they  had  wrought  but  one 
Hour^  to  jnake  them  equal  to  others,  who  had  horn  the 
Burden  a?id  Heat  of  the  Day :  If  He  thought  the 
faithful  Services  of  thofe,  who  came  in  at  the  ele- 
venth Hour,  deferved  this  Reward,  it  was  furely  laiv- 
jul  for  him  to  do  what  he  would  with  his  own  :  Nor 
had  they  who  were  firft  hired,  any  juft  Caufe  to 
complain  of  this  Indulgence  to  others,  when  no  In- 
juftice  was  done  to  themfelves.  It  was  the  Favour 
and  Bounty  of  the  Houfholder,  which  they  had  no 
Right  to  reftrain  j  which  their  own  Pride  and  Envy 
had  mifreprefented  to  them,  and  which,  when  they 

were 


the  Society  correfponding^  &c. 

were  removed,  would  appear  to  be  as  juft  as  it  was 
gracious. 

The  excellent  Defign  which  we  are  met  to  re- 
commend and  carry  on,  anfwers  both  to  the  Letter 
and  Spirit  of  this  Parable  with  a  remarkable  Exadt- 
nefs.  The  Parable  itfelf  affords  us  a  very  inftrudtive 
LefTon  of  Induftry,  and  of  the  Defire  and  Concern 
which  we  fhould  exprefs  to  find  Employment  for 
the  Idle  J  and  to  engage  them  in  fome  honefl  and 
ufeful  Way  of  Life.  And  as  the  Houfholder's  hinn<'- 
Labourers  into  his  Vineyard  at  fo  many  different  Parts 
of  the  Day,  from  the  Morning  early  even  to  the 
eleventh  Hour,  denotes  to  us  the  different  Calls  to 
the  Belief  and  Pradice  of  true  Religion,  which  have 
been  vouchfafed  to  the  World  from  the  Beginning- 
down  to  thefe  laji  Bays ;  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the 
Parable  plainly  take  in  both  Ends  of  that  excellent 
Charity,  which  fets  out  upon  no  lefs  important  a 
View,  than  that  of  promoting  Honest  Industry 
and  True  Religion. 

When  Men  formed  themfelves  into  Society,  it 
was  implied  in  the  Nature  of  the  Agreement  that  none 
{hould  be  idle  :  Things  were  to  be  carried  on  by  their 
joint  Abilities,  and  by  their  joint  Strength :  They 
united  for  their  mutual  Convenience,  Support  and 
Defence  ;  and  in  order  to  procure  fuch  Advantages,  as 
could  not  be  provided  in  a  State  of  Nature,  where 
Men  are  to  be  confidered,  and  adl,  as  Individuals  : 
TJiere  is  therefore  a  common  Obligation  upon  all  the 
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Members  of  it,  of  contributing  to  the  Good  of  the 
Society  by  Labour  of  fome  kind  or  other. 

Whereas  the  idle  Perfon  evidently  withdraws 
that  Share  of  Plelp  and  Afliftance  which  is  required 
towards  carrying  on  the  general  Scheme,  and  confe- 
quently  negled:s  to  comply  with  the  Terms  of  the 
Aflbciation.  But  the  Evil  does  by  no  Means  ftop 
here  J  for  his  Share  of  Duty  and  Induftry  devolves 
upon  others,  who  are  thus  conftrained  to  toil  for  him, 
and  to  make  up  the  Deficiencies  which  arife  from  his 
keeping  back  his  Proportion  of  Labour:  By  this  Means 
he  becomes  a  Burden  to  the  Society,  and  lives  upon. 
the  Sweat  of  other  Mens  Brows  j  and  this  evidently 
breaks  in  upon  one  of  the  chief  Ends  of  their  combin- 
ing together,  which  was,  as  I  obferved,  that  they 
fnould  joindy  contribute  to  provide  for  the  Wants  of 
the  Society. 

And  whoever  thinks  clofely  and  juftly  upon  this 
Subjed:,  will  foon  perceive,  that  his  own  Interefl:  and 
Happinefs  are  fo  ftridtly  conned:ed  with  that  of  the 
Community,  that  they  cannot  long  be  divided,  with- 
out Detriment  to  both  :  The  Slothful  therefore  and 
Ufelefs  fhould  confider,  that  if  all  the  Members  a6ted 
upon  their  Principle,  the  Society  would  be  again  re- 
folved  into  fo  many  Individuals ;  and  the  formiiig  them 
into  a  Body  for  their  greater  Convenience  and  Comfort, 
and  Improvement,  would  be  fo  far  from  producing 
the  defired  Effects,  tliat  it  would  be  attended  with  the 
greateft  Diforder  and  Confufion,  from  the  Inadivity 
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and  UfelefTnefs  of  the  fevcral  Members.  It  is  there- 
fore neceilary,  that  tlie  common  Good  and  Interefb  ot 
the  Whole,  which  firft  combined  Men  into  Society, 
fliould  be  their  governing  Principle.  *  If  any  Roiiiaru 
Citizen  fufFered  his  Field  or  Vineyard  to  lie  negleded, 
it  was  efteemed  a  Crime  of  fo  dangerous  a  Nature, 
that  the  Cenfors  puniilied  it  by  depriving  him  of  his 
Freedom  :  And  there  was  a  -f-  Law  among  the  Egyp- 
tians^ which  other  Nations  have  tranfcribed  into  their 
Syftems  of  Government,  by  Virtue  of  which  every 
Subjedl  was  obliged,  under  the  feverefl  Penalty,  to 
give  in  his  Name  to  the  proper  MagiRrate,  to  fpecify 
what  Way  of  Life  he  was  in  j  what  Bufinefs,  Study, 
or  Employment  he  followed  ;  how  he  lived  5  by  what 
Art,  Profeffion,  or  Occupation. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  fee  into  the  Reafon  and  Foun- 
dation of  their  Policy  in  this  Proceeding  :  The  Man, 
who  is  improving  his  own,  will  have  no  Time  to  in- 
jure or  invade  another's  Property  :  His  Wants  will  be 
fewer,  and  fuch  as  he  can  fupply  by  his  own  Indus- 
try 5  and  the  Man,  who  is  intent  upon  his  own  ufe- 
ful  Trade  or  Employment,  not  only  affifts  and  ferves 
,the  Community,  which  cannot  fo  well  fubfift  with- 
<out  it  J  but,  which  is  a  very  material  Confideration, 
lives  accountably  :  The  Society  know  how  he  fpends 
his  Time,  and  can  always  anfwer  for  him.-^  Induflry 


*  Aul.  Gell.  Noa.j^tt.  Lib.  4.  c.  12. 

-j-  Herodot.  Hiji.  Lib.  2.  p.  157.- Seft.  177.  Edit.  Gronov.  1715. 
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and  Diligence  bring  along  with  them  this  confider- 
able  Advantage,  that  they  prevent  our  deviating  into 
fuch  wrong  and  vicious  Purfuits,  as  are  dangerous  and 
deftrudive,  not  only  to  ourfelves,  but  to  the  Com- 
munity of  which  we  are  Members. 

For  what  is  to  be  done  ?  How  are  the  Deficien- 
cies which  arife  from  the  Want  of  Induftry  to  be  made 
up  ?  Thefe  Men  cannot^  we  know,  dig,  to  beg  they 
are  a/Jjamed.  Thefe  Wants  therefore,  which  regularly 
Ihould  have  .been  fupplied  by  their  own  Labour ;  and 
which,  under  proper  Difcipline,  would  have  been  few 
and  moderate,  become  numerous  and  craving,  and 
drive  them  into  A6ts  of  InjufUce  and  Violence. 

The  Neceffities  of  Nature  do  not  ceafe,  when 
Men  ceafe  to  provide  for  them  :  The  Sluggard  mufl 
be  fed  and  clothed,  and  muft  have  where  to  lay  his 
Head ;  the  Demands  of  Nature,  at  their  ftated  Sea- 
fons,  return  upon  hinij  and  he  has  the  fame  cominon 
Wants  and  Appetites  with  other  Men  :  His  Sloth  and 
Indolence  cannot  ftop  this  Courie,  or  oblige  it  to  fol- 
low his  Example,  and  go  on  more  flowly  and  lazily  : 
The  Calls  of  Hunger  and  Thirfl  will  not  wait,  much 
lefs  be  put  off,  for  fear  of  difturbing  his  Tranquillity, 
What  then  will  be  the  Confequence  ?  This  Inac- 
tivity muft  end  either  in  Sullennefs  and  Deipair,  or, 
which  is  much  more  probable,  in  fupplying  out  of 
other  Mens  Labour,  what  has  been  wanting  in  his 
own;  who  by  this  Means  will  be  expofed  to  the  Ef- 
fcds  of  Fraud  or  Violence^  and  who  feem  to  be  un- 
der 
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der  a  kind  of  Neceffity  of  compounding  for  being 
injured  in  the  Way  leaft  hurtful  and  oppreflive. 

'There  is  fomething  in  the  Charader  of  the  Slug- 
gard fo  mean  and  ungenerous,  that  it  cannot  but  give 
the  jufteft  Offence :  When  *  all  the  Parts  of  the  Crea- 
tion are  at  work,  and  anfwering  the  Ends  of  their 
wife  Author,  what  Shadow  of  an  Excufe  has  he  to 
offer  for  this  extravagant  Singularity  :  T^heje  all,  I  fup- 
pofe,  in  his  Opinion,  ^ait  upon  him  3  but  the  Opi- 
nion is  weak  and  falfe  :  He  too  has  his  Work  of  Body 
or  Mind  appointed  by  a  Law,  which  he  cannot  re-^ 
verfe,  and  which  he  cannot,  with  Impunity,   tranf- 

In  order  to  fhew  how  ufeful  and  beneficial  In- 

duftry  appears  in  every  Light,  I  would  remark  farther^ 

that  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  how  much  bodily  Exercife 

profiteth  the  Mind  ;  how  greatly  it  promotes  its  Health 

and  Vigour,  and  what  a  Security  and  Fence  it  proves 

againft  the  Exorbitancies  of  the  Pafiions :  The  Man 

who  is  employed  in  a  conftant  Courfe  of  Application 

to   Bufinefs,    generally   fpeaking,    thi?iks  foberly ;    he 

thinks  and  reafons  as  cautioufly  and  regularly  as  he 

lives :    His  Mind,  however  it  may  be  lefs  improved 

by  Art,  or  Culture,  is  generally  calm,   and  well-dif- 

pofed  J  and  therefore  fit  to  receive  fuch  Knowledge  and 


*  There  are  fome  juft  and  beautiful  Sentiments  to  this  Purpofe  in 
the  Beginning  of  Marcus  AntoniJiui'^  Fifth  Book,  De  Rebus  fuis  Gatak. 
Fol.  Edit.  p.  139,  ^V. 

B  z  Inftmc- 


12  u^Sermon  preached  before 


Inftru6tion,  as  (hall  be  propofed  to  him  by  thofe 
Members  of  the  Community,  who  ferve  it  in  a  dif- 
ferent, but  not  lefs  laborious,  Capacity. 

Before  I  quit  this  Part  of  my  Subjedl,  I  would 
iuft  add,  in  farther  Proof  that  Man  was  defigned  for 
an  adive  and  induftrious  Life,  that  Sloth  difpirits 
and  enfeebles  him,  and  inflidls  fuch  a  Laffitude,  as 
the  Bufy  and  Diligent  are  entire  Strangers  to  :  So  that 
the  moft  which  the  Slothful  can  propofe  to  themfelves 
is,  to  change  one  kind  of  Wearinefs  for  another, 
which  is  not  fo  eafily  removed,  or  fo  eafily  borne,  as 
having  its  Foundation  in  the  Negleft,  and  Defertion 
of  their  Duty  j  and  therefore  fure  to  be  attended  with 
the  Difapprobation ,  if  not  Reproaches,  of  their 
Minds. 

Upon  the  Whole  then,  it  cannot  but  greatly  re- 
commend the  prefent  Defign  to  the  Approbation  and 
Care  of  wife  and  good  Men,  that  it  propofes  to  inure 
Children  to  Habits  of  Induftry,  to  reconcile  them 
early  to  Labour,  to  inflrudl  them  betimes  that  the 
Community  has  a  Right  to  their  Services  j  and,  as  it 
fjpports  and  maintains  them,  to  diredl  thefe  Services, 
a-s  the  Calls,  and  Neceffities  of  the  Society  (hall  re- 
quire; and  to  make  thefe  Impre(hons  early,  before 
the  contrary  Habits  have  weakened  and  unnerved 
them. 

Nor  does  the  Spirit,  and  Moral  of  the  Parable 
bear  a  lefs  Refemblance  to  the  other  Branch  of  this 
excellent  Defign;    which  is  to  preferve,   or  reclaim 

thefe 
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theie  Children  from  Idolatry  and  Superftition,  and  to 
bring  them  up  in  the  Belief  and  Pradlice  of  pure  Re- 
ligion. 

Every  School  which  is  erected  for  tins  Purpofe, 
•may  be  confidered  as  another  Call  to  Reformation : 
And  the  Promoters  and  Encouragers  of  this  Good 
Work,  imitate  the  wife  Care  of  the  Houfliolder  in 
thefe  repeated  Applications. 

The  different  Calls  of  God  to  Mankind,  which 
are  intended  by  the  Moral  of  this  Parable,  v/cre  de- 
figned  to  convert  the  Heathen  from  their  Idolatry,  and 
to  give  them  jufi:  Notions  of  God,  and  of  the  Man- 
ner in  which  He  is  to  be  worfliipped.  And  thefe 
Proteflant  Schools  are  calculated  to  ferve  an  Intereft  of, 
at  leaft,  equal  Importance;  to  reclaim  Chriflians,  v/ho 
live  in  more  than  Heathenifli  Ignorance  and  Superfli- 
tion,  from  their  Errors  and  Corruptions.  I  fay,  an 
Intereft  of,  at  leafr,  equal  Importance ;  for  furely,  the 
Danger  arifing  from  continuing  in  thefe  Errors  and 
Corruptions,  muft  be  at  Iciift  equal  in  the  Cafe  of 
Chriftians. 

I T  has  been  very  juftly  obferved,  and  indeed  fully 
made  out,  that  there  is  a  ftrong  Likenefs  between 
Heathen  and  Chriftian  Rome ;  but  with  this  very  ma- 
terial, and  unhappy  Difference,  that  the  Latter  carries 
on  her  Superftition  and  Idolatry  under  the  Lio-ht  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  yet  in  diredl  Oppofition  to  its  Laws 
and  Precepts. 

T  o  refcue  thefe  Children,  who  are  now  fucking  in 
the  very  Dregs  of  Popery,  and  therefore,  without  this 

kind 
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kind  Interpofition,  fure  of  being  expofed  to  all  the 
various  Milcries,  which  Sloth,  and  Ignorance,  and 
Superftition  can  entail  upon  them  :  I  fay,  to  call  them 
out  of  this  Darknefs,  into  the  Glorious  Light  of  Truth 
and  Liberty,  is  evidently  a  Defign  of  the  moft  ufe- 
ful  and  excellent  Nature  j  and  ftands  clear  of  all  Ob- 
jedtions,  of  every,  even  the  leaft  Imputation.  To 
guide  and  lead  them  at  their  iirfl:  fetting  out  in  the 
dubious  Path  of  Life;  and  to  lay  the  Foundation  of 
their  prefent,  and  future  Happinefs,  in  early  LiJaftry, 
and  in  early  Piety,  is  the  moft  promifing,  as  well  as 
agreeable,  Labour  of  Love. 

And  who  will  fay  that  the  extreme  Poveity  of 
their  Parents  was  not  intended  to  open  an  effectual 
Door  to  the  Prefervation,  or  Converfion  of  thefe  Chil- 
dren? Had  not  this  Diftrefs  happily  interpofed,  the 
Children  would  have  been  trained  up  in  the  falfe  No- 
tions and  corrupt  Practices  of  their  Fathers  -,  but  now 
they  fuffer  their  Childreji  to  come  iinto  us,  and  forbid 
them  not.  If  there  is  any  Force  or  Compulfion  in  the 
Cafe,  it  is  only  fuch  as  arifes  from  the  Methods  of 
G  o  d's  Providence  in  the  Government  of  the  World ; 
or  fuch  as  is  the  natural  Effed:  of  their  own  Sloth  and 
Ignorance  :  No  Advantage  is  taken  of  this  NecefHty, 
but  this  reafonable  and  kind  one,  of  opening  the  Eyes 
of  their  Children,  of  bringing  them  to  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures, and  of  enabling  them  to  judge  for  themfelves, 
what  they  7mijl  do  to  inherit  eternal  Life. 

I N  order  to  this  important  End,  it  is  undoubtedly 
befl  and  fafefl  to  fet  out  right,  in  the  Belief  and  Prac- 
tice 
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tice  of  true  Religion,  to  remember  their  Creator  hi  the 
Days  of  their  Touth  j  to  make  that  wife  and  happy 
Choice  for  themielves,  or  to  fuffer  others  to  make 
that  wife  and  happy  Choice  for  them,  which  will  be 
able  to  ftand  the  Tefl  of  their  maturer  Reafon,  their 
riper  Judgment. 

It  is  therefore  an  Advantage  of  a  peculiar  Nature, 
attending  this  excellent  and  ufeful  Delign,  that  it  re- 
ceives thefe  Children  from  the  Hands  of  their  Parents, 
before  they  are  too  ftrongly  tinctured,  and  impregnat- 
ed with  the  Spirit  of  Popery  j  before  the  Emillaries  of 
Rome  have  eredted  their  Empire  over  their  Minds  ^ 
before  they  are  feared  by  the  Thunder  of  their  Ana- 
thema's ;  before  they  are  pra6tifed  upon  by  their  fpe- 
cious  Pretences ;  and,  in  particular,  by  this  very  weak, 
and  yet  veiy  prevailing  Argument :  "  Proteftants  allow 
that  You  may  be  fived  in  our  Communion  ^  whereas 
we  maintain  that  You  cannot  be  fived  in  theirs  : 
Therefore  choofe  that  Church  where  botli  allow  Sal- 
vation is  to  be  obtained."  I  fay,  this  very  weak 
Argument,  becaufe  the  true  Church  is  certainly  beft 
known,  as  the  true  Mother  was,  by  her  Tendernels 
and  Companion ;  by  endeavouring  to  engage  the  di- 
vine Mercy  for  her  own  Children,  without  prefuming 
wholly  to  engrofs  it. 

There  is  another  Confideration  of  very  great 
Weight,  which  cannot,  I  think,  fail  of  having  its 
proper  Effedl  upon  us;  that  by  promoting,  and  en- 
couraging this  Charity,  we  evidently  weaken  an  In- 
tereft,  the  Growth  and  Power  of  which  cannot  be 

too 
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too  much  dreaded  in  thefe  Kingdoms :  An  Intereft, 
whicli  delights  in  meditating,  and  contriving  our  Ruin; 
and  wliich  lately  attempted  to  deprive  us,  by  one  fatal 
Blow,  of  all  the  invaluable  Bleflings  derived  to  us- 
from  thofe  great  and  interefling  Events,  the  Reforma- 
tio?? ^  and  Revolution  :  An  Intereft  therefore,  which 
we  cannot  guard  againfl  with  too  much  Attention  and 
Jealoufy.  And  we  not  only  weaken  this  Intereft, 
but  we  weaken  it  in  one  of  its  Strong-Holds ;  where 
it  ftill  prevails  to  an  unhappy  Degree;  where  it  con- 
tinues to  corrupt  the  Minds,  and  alienate  the  Affec- 
tions of  His  Majefty's  Subje(51;s. 

Whereas,  if  the  Succefs  of  this  Charity  bears 
any  Proportion  to  our  reafonable  Expecflations,  the 
Face  of  Things  will  be  greatly  changed;  and  the 
Children  of  thefe  deluded  Parents,  inftead  of  being 
brought  up  in  Sentiments  of  Wrath,  and  Malice,  and 
Bitternefs  againft  us,  will  breathe  only  Benevolence 
and  Love,  and  will  readily  engage  with  us  in  the 
fame  glorious  Caule  of  Truth  and  Liberty :  They 
will  not  any  more  hurt^  or  dejiroy ;  and  will  exprefs  a 
juft  Deteftation  of  all  Cruelty  and  Perlecution,  in 
promoting  that  Religion,  which  was  at  firft  taught 
and  recommended  by  its  bleffed  Author,  with  the 
moft  unwearied  Patience,  and  Forbearance,  and  Con- 
defceriiion  :  And  we  fhall  effectually  prevent,  or  fiib- 
due  their  other  Prejudices,  and  reconcile  them  to  the 
beft  conftituted  Form  of  Government ;  to  our  moft 
gracious  Sovereign  ;  and  to  a  Succeflion  of  Proteftant 
Princes  in  his  Royal  Houfe. 

These 


< —  . 

The$e  are  important  Points  indeed:  T^efe  have 
a  plaia  a^id  dired  Tendency  to  ftrengthen  and  perpe- 
tuate our  prefent  happy  Conftitution,  which  mufl  fe-    . 
cure  all  that  is  valuable  to  EngUjhmen  and  Proteftants. 
Upon  the    firm   and    lafting   Eftablifhment   of    this 
Conftitution,    true   Religm,    and    reajonabk  Liberty, 
under  God,    depend  :     T^rue  Religion,  and   rcajonable 
Liberty^  the  great,  the  invaluable  Bleffings  of  human 
Life  J  without  which,  it  fcarce  deferves  to  be  com- 
pared to  a  Dream :    for  that  admits  of  fome  pleafing 
Intervals,  anda  Refpite  from  Anxiety ;  without  which 
the  Animal,  and  even  Vegetable  State,  is  more  to  be 
defxred  than  the  Rational. 

to'  all  the  other  Motives  which  I  have  fuggefted, 
give  me  LeaVe  to  add,  that  we  cannot  but  efteem  it 
our  Happinefs,  as  well  as  Duty,  to  be  thus  inftrumen- 
tai'  in  conveying  Plenty,  and  Profperity,  the  natural 
Eflfeds  of  Induftry  and  Virtue,  to  our  neighbouring 
Kingdom.      By  thefe   endearing   Offices   of  mutual 
Love^and  Charity,  we  fliall  promote  and  cultivate  a 
ftrider  Alliance  and   Friendfhip  with  that  Nation  : 
this  moft  ufeful   and   afFedionate    Intercourfe,    will 
Uy  fuch  a  lafting  Foundation  of  mutual  Efteem  and 
ppod-will,  that  \ye  Hiall  aa  with  one  Heart  in  the 
Defence  and  Prefervation  of  our  Religious  and  Civil 

Libemes. 

''There  was  a  Time  when,  according  to  human 
Appearances,  there  was  little  or  no  Profped  of  bring- 
ing this  excellent  Work  to  any  gre^t  Degree  of  Perfec- 
tion, and  when  the  Supplies  which  ftiould  have  fed 
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it  feemcd  to  be  exhaufted  :  But  the  good  Providence 
of  G  o  D  watched  over  it,  watered  it  at  this  thirfly 
Seafon  with  the  Dew  of  Heaven^  and  has  fince  made 
it  to  flourifli. 

I  SHOULD  not  have  mentioned  this  Circumftance 
at  prefent,  but  becaufe  it  teaches  us  this  very  ufeful 
LcfTon,  not  to  be  foon  7?Joved,  ox  Jlmken  in  Mind,  at 
tlie  unavoidable  Difficulties  which  always  attend  great 
and  good  Defigns.  We  fhould  confider,  that  the 
Oppofition  they  meet  with,  is  one  convincing  Proof 
of  their  Excellency,  that  it  often  eventually  contri- 
butes to  their  Succefs,  by  inipiring  the  Perfons  who 
are  engaged  in  them  with  a  jufter  Concern,  with  a 
more  unwearied  Refolution  j  and  that  there  is  this 
unanfwerable  Argument  for  perfifting  in  thofe  Schemes 
which  we  know  to  be  right  in  themfelves,  and  bene- 
ficial to  Mankind  ;  that,  if  we  fubmit  to  the  Obftruc- 
tions  and  Difcouragements  which  will  always  be 
thrown  in  our  Way,  no  fuch  Schemes  can  ever  be 
carried  into  Execution. 

But  it  was  Tour  Glory ,  and  is  now  Your  Hap- 
pinefs,  that  ye  were,  Jledfajl  and  immoveable  in  this 
Work  of  the  L  o  r  d  3  and  You  plainly  fee,  that  your 
Labour  was  7tot  in  vain  in  the  Lord:  For  the  Truth 
of  this,  I  need  only  appeal  to  the  Number  of  yoiir 
Schools,  and  to  the  Reports  of  your  Local  Commit- 
tees, which  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  encourage, 
reward  your  Care. 

The  Subjedl  of  Charity  is  fo  very  interefting,  and 
the  many  Bleffings  to  be  derived  from  this  moft  ufe- 
ful 
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ful  Branch  of  it,  prefent  themfelves  fo  ftrongly  to  my 
Mind,  that  I  know  not  how  to  ftop  —  My  Mouth 
is  open  to  Ton,  my  Heart  is  enlarged  ! 

But  I  will  detain  you  no  longer  —  May  Thefc 
Your  good  Deeds  fight  for  Tou^  in  the  Day  of  Ne- 
cejjity,  better  than  a  mighty  Shield  atid  a  ftrong  Spear  ; 
May  they  prevail  upon  our  Gracious  G  o  d  to  arife  \ 
then  our  Etiemies  will  be  fcattered,  and  they  tliat 
hate  us  will  fiee  before  us. 
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ROMANS,     XIII.     5. 

WHEREFORE     YE    MUST    NEEDS   BE    SUBJECT,  NOT    ONLY 
FOR    WRATH,    BUT    ALSO    FOR     CONSCIENCE    SAKE. 

MONGST  the  many  confiderations  which  recom- 
mend Chriftianity  to  our  wonder  and  gratitude,  none 
is  more  admirable,  than  that  of  its  being  adapted,  by  the 
fimple  and  general  nature  of  its  precepts,  to  the  reception 
of  mankind  in  all  ages  and  countries. 

It  was  not  to  be  confined,  like  the  Jewifh  revelation 
which  preceded  it,  to  the  belief  and  pradlice  of  any  fpecified 
defcription  of  men,  who  might  be  diftinguiflied  by  parti- 
cular habits,  manners,  and  form  of  government :  its  doc- 
trines were  to  be  more  widely  diffufed,  its  blefTmgs  to  be 

B  more 
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more  generally  felt;  "  (a)  its  sound  was  to  go  fortpi 

"■    INTO  ALL  LANDS,  AND  ITS  WORDS  INTO  THE  ENDS 

**  OF  THE   WORLD  i"  it  becamc  neceffary,  therefore,  that 
its  commands  and  infbitutions  fliould  accord  with  the  gene- 
ral ftate  of  civilifed  fociety,  and  fuperadd  the  faniflions  of 
its  divine  authority  to  the  moral  obligations  of  focial  har- 
mony and  order. 

The  precept  of  St.  Paul,  delivered  in  my  text,  is  to  be 
numbered  amongft  thofe,  which  are  not  only  fo  general  as  to 
be  applicable  to  the  condition  of  every  nation  on  ^^'hich  the 
light  of  the  gofpel  might  Ihine,  but  alfo  fo  important  as  to 
be  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  the  happinefs  and  fifety  of 
every  community.  The  gofpel  prefcribes  no  particular 
form  of  civil  government,  but,  imder  every  one  not  repug- 
nant to  the  ties  of  moral  and  religious  obligation,  commands 
obedience  to  the  exifling  laws;  and  inculcates  this  duty  from 
motives  of  *'  confcience"  rather  than  of  "  fear,"  from  a 
fenfe  of  our  duty  to  God,  rather  than  an  apprehenfion  of  the 
"  wrath"  of  man. 

(n)  Pfalm  xix.  4. 

The 
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The  pafTages  of  fcripture  are/^^^ numerous,which  diredly 
enjoin  a  due  "  fcj  subjection  to  principalities 
**  AND  POWERS,"  and  "  obedience  to  the  civil  magil- 
''*  trate,"  which  inculcate  a  refpedl  and  deference  to  human 
laws,  upon  the  immediate  and  exprefs  authority  of  God. 

The  whole  of  Chrillianity,  indeed,  is  calculated  in 
its  general  tendency  to  endue  its  difciples  with  all  thofe 
virtues  which  render  them  valuable  members  of  a  ftate; 
and  to  reprefs  all  thofe  vitious  inclinations,  which  endanger 
the  tranquillity  of  fociety.  Chriftianity,  rightly  underilood, 
and  confcientioufly  pra^tifed,  muft  promote,  not  only  the 
happinefs  of  individuals  as  feparately  confidered,  but  as 
conned:ed  with  each  other;  muft  render  a  people  united, 
peaceful,  profperous,  and  happy :  mifapplied  indeed,  or  per- 
verted by  weaknefs,  by  wickednefs,  or  fanaticifm,  it  has, 
in  different  ages,  been  made  the  parent  of  mifchiefs  the 
moft  dreadful;  the  fignal  for  infurrecftions  the  moft  eiten- 
iive  and  fanguinary ;  and  the  pretence  for  enormities  the 

(h)  Amongfl  other  paflages,  fee  Matt.  xxii.  16 — 22.  Romans,  xiii.  i— 7. 
I  Peter,  ii.  13—17.  (<:)  Titus,  iii.  i. 

B  2  moft 
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moft  atrocious.  Can  fuch  effeds  be  reconclleabk  to  the 
genuine  fpirit  of  that  religion,  which  dcvelopes  the  true 
nature  and  attributes  of  God,  and  marks  the  duties  which 
man  owes  to  his  Creator,  his  fellow  creatures,  and  himfclf  ? 
thofe  great  duties,  of  reverence  and  fubmlirion  to  the  dif- 
penfations  of  the  fupreme  will;  of  juflice,  mercy,  and 
Chriflian  charity  -,  and  laftly,  the  various  obligations  of  felf- 
government  and  controul :  which  enjoins  the  cultivation  of 
our  good  affedlions,  the  conftraint  and  extind:ion  of  every 
evil  paffion  ;  thus  ftifling,  in  a  manner  impradicable  by 
human  laws,  our  natural  difpolition  to  evil  in  its  birth,  by 
the  reftraint  impofed  on  our  very  thoughts  and  inclina- 
tions i  and  curbing  the  violence  and  preventing  the  fway 
of  thofe  tumultuous  paffions,  which  hurry  men  to  the 
commiiTion  of  the  greateft  crimes,  and  moil  ferocious  out- 
rages ',  till,  in  the  progrefs  of  depravity,  they  become  the 
fcourge  of  their  country,  and  the  bane  and  abomination  of 
fcciety. 

To  the  uncontrouled  influence  of  guilty  paflions,  and 

the 


[     5     ] 

the  deplorable  efFccls  of  a  wild  enthufiafm,  is  that  aw- 
ful and  lamentable  event  principally  to  be  afcrib^d,  which 
we  are  now  afTembled  to  bewail,  and  which  the  wif- 
dom  and  piety  of  the  legiflature  hath  enjoined  us 
to  commemorate,  in  an  anniverfary  of  fafting  and  hu- 
miliation. 

The  obfervance  of  the  ilatcd  return  of  this  day  is, 
at  all  times,  highly  ufeful  and  important,  as  a  feafon  of  de- 
vout humiliation  to  God,  and  of  fober  and  mournful  re- 
collecftion  of  thofe  events,  of  their  caufes,  progrefs,  and 
confequences,  by  which  our  country  was  fo  long  in- 
volved in  a  cloud  of  guilt,  confufion,  and  mifery :  but 
if  there  can  be  a  period,  at  which  thefe  confiderations 
become  more  efpecially  preffing  and  important,  a  period, 
when  we  are  carried  almoft  irrefiftibly,  by  every  fenfe  of 
duty,  and  by  the  poignant  feelings  of  our  minds,  to  the 
more  folemn  obfervance  of  this  day ;  this  is  that  period : 
when  an  outrage  fo  glaring,  and  fo  offenfive  to  juftice, 
humanity,  and  religion,  refts  no  longer  on  the  tradition  of 
pafl  times,  but  is  again  fubmitted,  with  additional  atrocity, 

to 
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to  the  indignant  obfervation  of  mankind :  when  the  ex* 
ample  of  this  day,  inftead  of  deterring  other  nations  from 
fniiilar  adls  of  injuflice  and  enormity,  has  been  recently 
lield  up  as  an  obje(ft  of  applaufe  and  imitation:  and  when 
the  leading  principles,  which  occafioned  this  confum- 
mation  of  national  infatuation  and  depravity,  in  a  neigh- 
bouring country,  have  been  induflrioully  promulgated,  as 
great  and  precious  gifts,  through  every  part  of  this  happy 
and  enlightened  kingdom. 

The  importance  of  thefe  confiderations  to  our  prefent 
welfare  may  well  lead  us  to  a  nearer  examination  of  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  thofe  times,  which  terminated 
in  the  difaftrous  event,  on  account  of  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  humble  ourfelves  before  the  Supreme  Being,  for 
fo  heinous  a  violation  of  the  principles  and  duties  of  our 
holy  religion. 

Whatever  were  the  errors  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  that  unfortunate  Prince,  whofe  fate  is  the  fubjed  of  this 
day's  humiliation  -,    whatever   powers   had   been  exercifed 

4  on 
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on  the  part  of  the  crov/n,  unauthorized  by  the  eftablifhed 
law,  and  the  true  principles  of  our  form  of  government ;  it  is 
evident,  that  all  claims  to  fuch  powers  had  at  length  been 
clearly  renounced  :  additional  prote<5tion  had  been  given  to 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjed::  ample  fatisfaction  had  been  made 
for  the  encroachments  on  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  or, 
on  the  perfonal  liberty  of  individuals ;  the  frequent  refort  to 
the  advice  of  Parliament  had  been  finally  eftablifhed,  and  a 
readinefs  manifefted  to  repair  every  breach  which  had  been 
made  in  the  conftitution. 

If  pubHc  fecurity  alone,  therefore,  had  been  the  objecft  of 
contention,  or  if  the  fpirit  of  innovation,  once  raifed  into  a 
fyflem  of  action,  and  communicated  to  all  the  facflious  in- 
ftruments  necelTary  to  its  operation,  had  been  capable  of  con- 
troul,  the  real  friends  of  their  country,  whofe  judgment  was 
found  and  difpaffionate,  would  have  felt  the  important  value 
of  the  fecurity  which  had  been  accomplillied,  and  would 
have  abftained  from  incurring  the  rifk  of  that  fearful  con- 
vullion  which  afterwards  enfued.  But  the  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances. 
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varices,  and  the  folid  advantages  which  had  been  procured, 
were  incapable,  it  feems,  of  retraining  the  ambitious  and 
daring  views  of  the  leaders  of  thofe  times.  Difcontents  once 
raifed  are  not  eafily  quieted ;  turbulent  paffions  once  roufed, 
are  too  impatient  to  be  fubject,  on  a  fudden,  to  corre(flion  and 
reftraint.  Political  confiderations  were  alfo  inflamed  by  an 
intemperate  religious  zeal.  It  was  not  deemed  fufficient  that 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  was  now  confined  within  nar- 
rower limits,  that  it  was  more  effed:ually  checked  from  in- 
fringing on  the  freedom  of  the  people ;  the  people  were  to 
be  inftigated  to  the  aiTumption  and  exercife  of  powers  de- 
ftrudlive  of  the  conflitutional  prerogative  of  the  crown  :  the 
removal  of  grievances  was  to  be  fucceeded  by  that  entire 
change  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  civil  and  religious  go- 
vernment, which  terminated  in  its  temporary  fubverfion. 
Accordingly  the  demands  of  the  Parliament  increafed  pro- 
portionably  to  tlie  compliance  of  the  Prince  :  one  concelTion 
was  extorted  after  another,  till  the  executive  government 
was  fo  reduced  and  enfeebled,  as  to  be  incapable  of  main- 
taining its  due  balance  in  the  Conflitution. 

During 
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During  the  fucceeding civil  war,  the  repeated  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  crown  to  flop  its  progrefs,  and  to  reftore 
tranquilHty,  were  rendered  abortive  by  the  exorbitant  claims 
and  expe(5tations  of  the  parliament ;  till  after  a  long  and 
dreadful  conflicft,  and  a  lavifli  profufion  of  blood  and  treafure, 
the  King,  now  a  prifoner  in  his  own  dominions,  and  inca- 
pable of  making  any  terms  fliort  of  a  dereliction  of  the  civil 
and  religious  liberties  of  the  country,  at  length  became  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  unlimited  ambition,  and  relentlefs  cruelty  and 
injuflice  of  his  enemies. 

When  the  conteft  between  the  King  and  the  Parliament 
Was  concluded,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  nation  ?  Had 
its  liberties  been  better  protected,  when  placed  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  who  exercifed  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  flate  ? 
Had  the  property  of  the  country  at  large  been  lefs  fubjed:  to 
encroachments  than  formerly  ?  Were  the  people  more  fecurt 
of  perfonal  freedom,  of  liberty  in  reHgious  worlliip  ?  Did 
they  participate  more  largely  of  private  and  political  blef- 
fings  ?  —  Direcflly  the  reverfe.    Before  the  civil  war  broke 

C  out. 
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out,  the  JLifl  grounds  of  diiTatisfacftion  had  been  entirely 
and  completely  removed :  under  its  new  mafters,  the  nation 
groaned  under  all  the  devaftation  and  opprefTion  of  multi- 
plied and  afHi(5tive  tyrannies :  a  difference  in  religious  or 
political  opinions  was  attended  by  a  fequeftration  of  lands 
and  revenues  on  the  part  of  the  laity,  by  that  of  ecclefiaflical 
benefices  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  :.  the  decrees  of  the  Star- 
chamber  were  rigoroufly  fupplied  by  the  eftablifhment  o€ 
numerous  inferior  tribunals,  which,  being  endued  with  vafl 
and  unreftrained  powers,  were  calculated  to  gratify  all  the 
propenfities  of  avarice,  revenge,  and  perfecution. 

Such  were  the  new  provifions  for  the  liberties  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  country.  Fortunate  had  it  been  for  the  na- 
tion at  large,  if,  divefbed  of  the  Influence  of  religious 
fanaticifm>  and  the  impetuous  zeal  for  a  licentious  freedom, 
its  leaders  had  not  engaged  in  projects  of  extending  the  li- 
berty of  the  fubjed  at  the  expence  of  thofe  prerogatives  in- 
difpenfable  to  the  general  happinefs  :  projeds  which  termi- 
nated in  impofing  bondage  on  the  kingdom,  in  com- 
*  mitting 
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Kiltting  an  outrage  to  the  conftitution  by  overpo^verlng  and 
dellroying  one  of  the  efTcntial  and  vital  part*  of  it,  and  ia 
contaminating  the  nation  with  the  guilt  of  blood. 

The  confideratlon  of  thefe  afFe<fling  events,  naturally  fug- 
£efls  to  our  minds  fome  ufeful  and  important  refledlions. 

It  will  appear  then  how  cautious  every  true  friend  of 
conftitutional  freedom  fliould  be,  in  raifmg  a  fpirit  of  dif- 
content  in  the  public  mind :  the  expecfted  advantages  may 
be  fpeciou?,  but  the  confequent  evils  may,  in  fa(fl,  far 
outweigh  the  mofl  fanguine  hopes  of  real  benefit :  befides 
this,  it  ihould  never  be  forgotten,  that  where  difratisfa(flion 
and  difquiet  are  once  generally  excited,  no  power  may 
remain  in  force  fufficient  to  controul  their  effeds.  ^' 

J 

We  may  alfo  learn,  that  the  machine  of  government 
IS  too  vaft  and  complicated  to  admit  of  being  regulated 
on  plaufible  and  impoling  fpeculations :  a  judgment  of 
its  properties  muil  be  formed  on  the  folid  bafis  of  obfer- 
vation  and  experience. 

C  ;?  As 
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As  an  efTential  part  of  the  fyflem  of  civil  government, 
the  care  and  protecftion  of  found  religion  muft  ever  be  a 
mofl:  important  confideration,  witli  reference  even  to  the 
temporal  interefts  of  mankind :  the  wife  precepts,  and 
weighty  fan<5tions  of  religion  have  a  powerful  efficacy  beyond 
the  authority  of  human  laws.  Sound  religion  will  ever 
flrengthen  our  loyalty  and  genuine  patriotifm :  under  itt; 
influence,  we  (hall  "  fdj  submit  ourselves  to  every 

**    ORDINANCE    OF    MAN     FOR     THE    LORD's    SAKE:"     thc 

delufive  zeal  of  fanaticifm  is  from  its  very  nature  uncertain, 
uncontroulable,  and  therefore  always  dangerous  :  the  mad- 
nefs  of  irreligion  is  flill  more  certainly  dellrudive.  Pure 
religion,  being  the  only  fafe  ground  of  confidence  between 
man  and  man,  forms  in  itfelf  the  true  foundation  of  good 
order  and  fecurity  in  civil  fociety :  it  is  ordained  by 
the    appointment    of    a    wife    and    merciful    God,    that 

"    fe)     RIGHTKOUSNESS     SHOULD     EXALT     A     NATION  :" 

to  the  Ifraelites  the  Lord  declared,  by  the  mouth  of  his 
fervant  Mofes,  "  ffj  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  thou 

(li)  i  Peter,  ii.  13.  (e)  Prov.  xiv.  34.  Cf)  r)eut.  xxviii.  i. 

4  **    .SHA)T 
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"  SHALT  HEARKEN  DILIGENTLY  UNTO  THE  VOICE  OF 
*'  THE  LORD  THY  GOD,  TO  OBSERVE  AND  TO  DO  ALL 
"  HIS  COMMANDMENTS  WHICH  I  COMMAND  THEE  THIS 
"  DAY,  THAT  THE  LORD  THY  GOD  WILL  SET  THEE 
"  ON   HIGH    ABOVE   ALL   NATIONS  OF    THE    EARTH." 

On  the  other  hand.  Experience  and  Revelation  unite 
in  teaching  us  that  national  punifhments  are  the  appointed 
confequence  of  national  offences  :  the  crimes  of  individuals 
are  often  followed  by  temporal  penalties,  tho'  the  final  and 
moft  dreadful  retribution  is  referved  to  the  allotments  of 
another  world ;  but  the  judicial  infli(5lions  on  the  offences 
of  whole  ilates,  conlidered  as  fuch,  can  take  place  only  in 
this  life  :  in  fome  inftances  thefe  inflid:ions  enfue  in  what 
appear  to  be  the  ufual  order  and  connexion  of  caufes  and 
cffed:s,  eflablifhed  by  the  conflitution  of  Providence  ;  in 
other  inflances,  they  are  the  more  extraordinary  and  vifible 
interferences  of  a  powerful  and  offended  God.  The  judg- 
ment pronounced  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  on  a  nation 
obftinate  in  iniquity,  in  lufl,  and  irrehgion,  is  a  fearful 
warning    of   God's     refentment    of  public     wickednefs. 

"    SHALL 
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**  (Z)  ^I»-^Llv  1  NOT  VISIT  FOR  THESE  THINGS^  SAlTH 
*'  THE  LORD  :  AND  SHALL  NOT  MY  SOUL  BE   AVENGED  OM 

SUCH  A  NATION  AS  THIS?"  If  110  liiglicr  motivc,  there- 
libre,  can  teach  us  the  duties  and  importance  of  religion, 
a  love  of  our  country  may,  and  awaken  in  us  the  glorious 
ambition  of  endeavouring  to  draw  down  the  bleflings  of 
God  on  our  country,  by  a  practical  and  uniform  piety. 

Asa  Nation,  therefore,  the  exercife  of  Chriflianity  mufl: 
fthvays  be  "  our  wifdom  and  underftanding :"  the  fad  but 
infbrudtive  event  of  this  day,  will  alfo  imprefs  on  our  minds 
another  truth,  which  addrefTes  itfelf  immediately  to  the 
feelings  and  apprehenfion  of  every  man  \  it  will  teach  us, 
as  individuals,  the  ineflimable  value  and  confolation  of  the 
hopes  and  profpeds  afTured  to  us  by  the  gofpel  in  every 
condition,  and  under  the  moft  afflictive  trials  of  life ;  for  if, 
in  the  time  of  profperity,  it  be  the  province  of  religion  to 
dircd  our  views  and  gratitude  to  the  beneficent  and  true 
author  of  it,  and  to  regulate  all  our  enjoyments  by  the 
wholefome  rcilraints  of  wifdom  and  moderation  j  fo,  imdejr 

($)  Jeremiah,  v.  9. 

the 


the  prefTure  of  adverfity,  it  will  be  found  the  only  effec- 
tual fupport :  at  fuch  a   period  the    truly   religious    man 

"  (h)  WILL  NOT  BE  AFRAID  OF  ANY  EVIL  TIDINGS,  FOR 
"  HIS  HEART  STANDETH  FAST,  AND  BELIEVETH  IM 
**  THE  Lord."  "  ^^y  YEA,  THOUGH  HE  WALK  THROUGH 
**    THE    VALLEY    OF    THE    SHADOW  OF    DEATH,"  evCH    in 

death  itfelf  **  he  will  fear  no  evil." 

Further,  the  true  meaning  and  value  of  civil  liberty 
will  be  beft  underftood  from  thofe  melancholy  inftancej 
in  which  mankind  has  fuffered  from  its  abufe  :  it  will  be 
found  to  be  equally  abhorrent  from  licentioufnefs  and  de- 
Ipotifm,  and  to  be  infeparable  from  fuch  conflraints  cf 
law,  as  are  found  experimentally  conducive  to  the  public 
fecurity  and  welfare. 

We  fliall,  alfo,  be  taught,  that  of  all  the  fyflems  ever 
devifed  by  human  wifdom,  for  the  maintenance  of  found 
genuine  liberty,  none  has  been  found  comparable  to  that 
mixed  form  of  government,  which  we  have  the  happinefs 

(b)  Pfa!m  cxii.  7,  (i)  Pfalm  xxiii.  4. 

ta 
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to  enjoy.  When  monarchy  has  been  abollflied,  a  demo- 
cratic tyranny  has  prevailed,  and  fcatter'ed  terrors,  op- 
prelTions,  convulfions :  then"  (k)  the  people  are  op- 
"  pressed  every  one  by  another,  and  every  one 
**  by  his  neighbour;  the  child  behaves  himself 

"•   proudly   AGAINST   THE    ANCIENT,    AND    THE    BASE 

**  AGAINST  THE  HONOURABLE."  It  is  by  the  mutual 
controul  of  the  great  conflitutional  powers  on  each 
other,  that  national  happinefs  is  attained,  by  affording 
to  the  whole  the  moft  ufeful  energies  of  each  component 
part,  and  thus  uniting  what  mufl  ever  be  in fep arable, 
"  Liberty  and  Order." 

Thanks  be  to  God,  we  are  not  infcnfible  to  thefe  blef- 
fings:  the  nation  is  not  now  liable  to  the  reproach,  with  which 
it  was  branded  by  the  noble  hiftorian  of  the  great  re- 
bellion ;  who,  having  defcribed  the  period  preceding  the 
difcontents  which  led  to  it,  as  one,  "  when  this  kingdom 
**  e?ijoyed  the  fullcjl  ?}2eafure  of  felicity y  that  aiiy  people 
"  of  any  age,  for  fo  long  time  together  y  had  been  blejed  with, 

(k)  Ifaiah  iii.  5, 

«  to 
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"  to  the  wonder,  and  envy  of  all  the  other  parts  of  Chrif- 
*'  tendoniy'  then  adds,  "  *  All  thefe  blejjings  could  out 
"  enable^  not  compel^  us  to  be  happy ;  ive  ivanted  that 
*^  fenfe^  ackfioivledgment,  and  value  of  our  oum  happinefsy 
"  which  all  but  we  had:  and  took  pains  to  tnake,  when 
"  we  could  7ict  Jindy   ourf elves  miferable,'' 

We,  in  this  country,  and  at  this  time,  are  not  only  happy, 
but  know  that  we  are  fo :  we  entertain  every  "/?;//?,  ac~ 
*'  knowledgmeiity  and   value''  of  our  happinefs. 

The  Country  in  great  profperlty,  and  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  it :  firm  in  its  own  flrength  and 
powerful  in  its  refources :  our  manufadlures  flourifhing, 
our  commerce  and  navigation  extended,  and  the  public 
revenues  increafed,  beyond  all  example  of  former  ages  : 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  fo  pure  and  irreproachable 
as  to  enfure  to  all  ranks  the  fullefl:  fecurity  of  their 
lives,  their  properties,  and  their  characfters :  an  eftablilhcd 
religion  encouraged  and  proteded  by  law ;  a  freedom 
of  religious   opinions  and  of  religious  vv'orrhip  granted  to 

*  Clarendon  Hift.  Bock  i.  p.  60.  fol.  cd.  1704. 

D  perfons 
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perfons  of  all  pcrfuaiions :  and  all  tliele  bleflings  enjoyed 
under  the  authority  of  a  Sovereign,  whofe  private  and 
public  virtues  have  long  and  firmly  eflabliflied  him  in 
the  hearts  and  affedions  of  his  fbbjects.  Thefe,  I  fay,, 
are  bleiiings  which  all  defcriptions  of  pcrlbn?,  not  only 
enjoy,  but  *^  ackno%vledge  and  value :''  they  have  not  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  deluded;  they  have  not  allowed 
all  the  wicked  diligence  which  has  been  employed,  to  be 
^  fuccefsful  in  its  efforts,  as  to  make  them  think 
themfelves  miferable»  The  very  attempt  has  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  roufe  the  exertions  and  loyalty  of  the  country, 
and  to  excite  men,  however  generally  diiFering  in  poli- 
tical fcntiments,  or  divided  by  religious  opinion?,  to  exprefs,, 
as  with  one  united  voice,  their  fenfe  of  the  great  and 
unrivalled  benefits  and  privileges  which  they  poliefs,  and 
their  fixed  determination  flrenuouHy  to  defend  that  con- 
flitution,  which,  under  the  favour  of  Providence,  is  the 
diflinguiilied  fourcc  of  all  thefe  bleffmgs. 

The  very  fenfe  of  our  felicity  is  in  itfelf  a  bleffing,  for 
which  we  fhauld  be  mofh  thankful;   "  (I)  happy  are. 


(l)  Pfalm  cxilv.  15;. 
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*'  THE  P^IOPLE  THAT  ARE  IN  SUCH  A  CASE,  VEA  BLES- 
"  SED  ARE  THE  PEOPLE  V/HO  HAVE  THE  LORD  FOR 
**    THElPv    GOC" 

Our  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  will  be  Hiewn  mofi;  ac- 
ceptably, if  a  fenfe  of  his  benefits  incite  us  to  a.  more  dili- 
gent and  confcientious  difcharge  of  our  religious  and  ci\'ii 
duties :  if  it  induce  us  to  adorn  the  holy  religion  brought 
down  from  heaven  by  the  Son  of  God  himfelf,  with  all 
thofe  virtues  and  graces  which  it  enjoins,  and,  thus  to 
recommend  it  to  mankind,  not  only  by  our  profefTion  but 
alfo  ry  our  example.  Thus  fliall  we  continually  be  {hew- 
ing forth  cur  thankfulnefs  for  the  numberhfs  marks  of 
mercy  which  the  Almighty  h;ith  vouchfafed  us :  thus  fiiall 
we  adopt  the  bcft  means  of  procuring  their  continuance  to 
ourfelvc,  and  to  o  ir  pofterity,  and  of  averting  the  evil  of 
thofe  calaniities  which  we  this  day  lament,  as  the  fcourge 
and  reproach  of  our  nation* 

F     I     N     I     S. 
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ISAIAH,    III.    5. 

THE  PEOPLE  SHALX  BE  OPPRESSED  EVERY  ONE 
BY  ANOTHER,  AND  EVERY  ONE  BY  HIS  NEIGH- 
BOUR: THE  CHILD  SHALL  BEHAVE  HIMSELF 
PROUDLY  AGAINST  THE  ANCIENT,  AMD  THE 
BASE    AGAINST    THE    HONOURABLE. 

ONE  of  the  great  ends  and  defigns  of  all  Givil 
Government,  and  that  which  is  amply  provided 
for  in  every  well-modelled  iyftem,  is  the  fecurity  of 
individuals  from  the  fraud  or  violence  of  each  other  : 
if  the  frame  of  it  be  defedive,  the  adminiftration  of  it 
weak  and  inefficient,  the  evils  of  confaiion  and  mutual 
oppreflion  will  enfue,  which  are  inherent  in  a  ftatc 
of  unprote(5led  fociety,  and  which  a  fyftem  of  fubordi- 
nation  was  intended  to  prevent  or  redrefs.  When  aU 
reftraints  of  law  and  authority  are  removed,  the  felfiHi 

6  inclinations 
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inclinations  and  turbulent  palnons  of  the  mod  aban- 
doned will  reign  uncontrouled ;  the  plaineil  rights  of 
juflicc  will  be  wholly  difregarded ;  vice  will  be  exalted, 
and  virtue  debafed  -,  no  refped  will  be  preferved  for 
thofe  various  claims,  which  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of 
mankind  and  the  inftitutions  of  fociety  have  confpired 
to  confecrate ;  no  deference  will  be  paid  to  age,  to 
talents,  to  fituation,  or  charadter. 

Such  a  ftate  of  anarchy  was  the  calamitous  fentence, 
Vhich  (according  to  the  denunciation  of  the  prophet 
Ifaiah)  the  Jews  were  to  incur  by  their  aggravated 
iniquity:  they  were  to  be  expofed  to  the  various  evils 
of  a  broken  and  feeble  government,  and  at  length  to 
the  rigours  of  captivity  in  a  foreign  land.     '*  *  i  will 

'*  GIVE  CHILDREN  TO  BE  THEIR  PRINCES,  AND 
**  BABES  SHALL  RULE  OVER  THEM.  AND  THE' 
"PEOPLE  SHALL  BE  OPPRESSED  EVERY  ONE  BY 
'^  ANOTHER,  AND  EVERY  ONE  BY  HIS  NEIGHBOUR  I 
•*  THE  CHILD  SHALL  BEHAVE  HIMSELF  PROUDLY 
**  AG./.INST      THE      AJ^CIENT,       AND      THE       BASE 

♦  Jfaiahj  iii.  4 — 8. 

"  AGAINST 
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*'  AGAINST  THR  HONOURABLE.  WIir.N  A  MAN 
"  SHALL  TAKE  HOLD  OF  HIS  EROIHER  OF  TH!^ 
**  HOUSE  OF  HIS  FATHER,  SAYING,  THOU  HAST 
"CLOTHING,  BE  THOU  OUR  RULER,  AND  LET 
"  THIS  RUIN  BE  UNDER  THY  HAND  :  IN  THAT 
"  DAY  SHALL  HE  SWEAR,  SAYING,  I  WILL  NOT 
"  BE  AN  HEALER;  FOR  IN  MY  HOUSE  IS  NEITHER 
"  BREAD  NOR  CLOTHING;  MAKE  ME  NOT  A  RULER 
<*  OF     THE    PEOPLE.       FOR     JERUSALEM    IS     RUINED 

"andjudah  IS  fallen:  because  their  tongue 

"  and   their    DOINGS    ARE    AGAINST    THE    LORD, 
*'  TO  PROVOKE   THE   EYES  OF    HIS  GLORY." 

In  the  inftance  of  the  Jews,  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Almighty  was  provoked  by  their  impiety,  attended  with 
the  moft  heinous  ingratitude  j  part  of  the  punifhment 
denounced  againft  them  was,  a  fubjediion  to  the  moft 
profligate  amongft  themfelves,  a  llavery  to  the  mod 
grievous  tyranny.  The  crimes  of  this  country  in  the 
laft  century  had  their  rife  chiefly  in  an  infenfibiUty  to 
the  bleflings  which  it  adually  enjoyed,  in  a  licentious 
fpirit  of  innovation,  and  in  the  felfifh  and  rapacious 
views  of  private  ambition:    the  wretchednefs   which 
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thefc  crimes  in  their  progrefs  drew  down  upon  this 
nation,  was  alfo  a  moft  humihating  and  grievous  ty- 
ranny, the  tyranny  of  fellow -fubjeds,  the  oppreflion 
one  ©f  another. 

To  recall  to  our  minds  the  miferies  with  which  wc 
were  furrounded,  and  the  errors  and  crimes  from 
which  they  originated,  and  more  efpecially  the  con- 
fummation  of  them  in  the  dreadful  event  of  this  day ; 
to  deprecate  the  Divine  difpleafure  by  the  expreffiort 
©fa  public  and  national  forrow,  and  to  derive  inftrudtion 
the  moft  important  and  falutary  from  the  coniideration 
©f  paft  fufferingsj  thefe  are  among  the  great  duties 
and  purpofes  of  this  folemnity. — A  retrofpecfl  to  the 
afflidions  which  we  have  endured,  is  alfo  adapted  to 
awaken  in  our  minds  a  general  fenfe  of  the  nationa:! 
evils  attending  national  guilt,  and  to  remind  us  of  the 
Yalue  of  thofe  privileges  and  bleffings,  which  as  a  nation 
we  at  this  hour  poiTefs,  and  for  which  our  unbounded 
gratitude  is  due  to  Him  who  ruleth  over  all  the 
cartli. 

Various  were  the  motives  by  which  men  of  very 
-f  different 
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different  defcriptions  were  unhappily  led  to  co-operate 
in  a<5ts,  which  in  the  event  deprived  the  Crown  of  itfe 
due  authority,  of  that  weight  in  the  fcale  of  govern- 
ment not  more  effentially  neceffary  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  own  dignity  than  for  the  protection  of  the  fubje(5l, 
and  which  at  length  led  to  that  deep  and  heinous 
crime  of  injuftice  and  treafon,  then  unparalleled 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  world.  Various  were  the  cir- 
cumflances  which  favoured  the  fuccefs  of  projects  to 
which  thofe  motives  gave  birth;  the  moft  remarkable 
of  which  was  the  prevalence  of  religious  fanaticifm : 
but  in  fome  inftances,  their  fuccefs  was  promoted  by 
men  of  the  mofl:  oppolite  denominations;  for,  if 
amongft:  the  circumftanccs  which  contributed  to  the 
fubfequent  events,  we  number  the  vigilance,  the  ac- 
tivity, and  the  artifices  of  the  enemies  of  our  Confti- 
tution,  we  muft  at  the  fame  tirrie  alfo  lament,  the  fu- 
pine  indifference  and  fiegligence  of  its  friends ;  the 
defedt  of  a  provident  and  circumfpe(ft  attention  to  the 
firft  appearances  of  difcontent  and  tumult;  and  the 
want  of  fuch  dire(ftors  of  the  public  counfels,  as, 
**  {a)  being  unawed  by  any  guilt  of  their  own,  could  have 

(a)  Clarendon's  Hift.    Book  iv.   p.  254.   fol.  ed.  1704. 

"  watched 
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•*  ivatcbed  over  other  menj,  and  informed ^  encouraged^ 
*'  and  mfucnccd  thofe  whojiood  well  inclined  to  the  public 
**  peace,'' 

Whatever  thefe  motives,  and  thefc  circumftances 
were,  certain  it  is,  that  men  upright  in  intention,  but 
defedive  in  judgment,  undefignedly  contributed  to  the 
calamities  which  followed,  either  from  an  unreafonable 
dillrufl  of  that  prote<ftion  to  their  liberties  and  religion 
which  had  been  fecured  to  them  before  an  appeal  was 
made  to  arms,  or  from  an  infenfibility  to  the  magnitude 
of  thofe  dangers,  which  inevitably  threatened  the 
very  exigence  both  of  their  civil  and  religious  liberties, 
when  undefended  by  eftablifhed  forms,  and  the  fandtion 
of  a  legitimate  fyflem  of  government. 

The  principal  authors  of  thefe  diflrad>ions  had  foon 
abundant  reafon  to  deplore  either  the  want  of  integrity, 
or  the  want  of  forefight,  v^'hich  had  led  them  to  alter 
the  whole  frame  and  fpirit  of  the  Conflitution,  by  the 
unwarrantable  depreffion  of  one  of  the  eftates  of  the 
government :  they  themfelves  were  amongfl  the  firfl 
who  experienced  the  evils  of  their  own  counfels,  and 

dilcovered. 
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difcovered,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  with  all  their 
groundlefs  clamour,  their  efforts,  and  their  diligence, 
they  had  only  laboured  to  deprive  themfelves  of  all 
fubftantial  freedom.  Men  of  more  moderate  views 
countenanced  and  promoted  changes,  which  in  their 
effecfts  recoiled  upon  themfelves:  their  character  and 
their  influence  were  lent  to  meafures,  which  firfl  in- 
deed accomplished  their  own  deftrudtion,  but  which 
finally  contributed   to   effedl   the   ruin  of  the  nation : 

i(  *  -pHE  LEADERS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  CAUSED  THEM 
*'  TO    ERR,  AND   THEY    THAT  WERE    LED  OF   THEM 

*'  WERE  destroyed/'  Of  the  general  unhappinefs  of 
thofe  times,  we  cannot  have  a  ftronger  or  fairer  tefti- 
mony,  than  that  of  one  who  had  iignalized  himfelf  by 
the  part  he  fuflained  in  thofe  very  commotions,  the 
confequences  of  which  he  fo  forcibly  laments ;  who,  in 
the  midft  of  the  anarchy  which  fucceeded  the  itruggle, 
thus  exclaims  :  "  fSJ  After  the  expence  of  Jo  much  blood 
"  and  treafure,  all  the  difference  that  can  be  difcerned 
"  between  our  former  and  our  prefnt  ejlate  is  but  this, 

*  Ifaiah,  ix.   i6. 
(b)  Vindication  of  the   Chaiadler  and  Condu£t  of  Sir  William 
Waller,  written  by  himfelf,  p.  29. 

§  "  tha£ 
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*'  that  heforetlme,  umkr  the  complaint  of  a  JIavery,  we 
**  J!ive^  like  freemen  -,  and  noWt  under  the  notion  of  a 
**  freedoms  we  live  like  Jlavesy  enforced  by  coniinual  taxe4 
**  ofid  opprejjions  to  maintain  and  feed  our  own  miferies^* 

To  any  one  who  even  ilightly  reviews  the  hiflory  of 
thefe  times*  one  flriking  cireumftancjs  obvioully  prefents 
itfelf :  in  the  courfe  of  thofe  meafures,  which  in  them-* 
felves  were  calculated  to  produce,  and  which  in  fadl  did 
produce  a  varie^ty  of  evils;  during  the  moft  daring  en- 
croachments on  the  kgal  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and 
in  th§  a(Sual  aiTumption  of  powers  the  moft  dangerous 
and  foreign  to  the  genius  of  our  Conftitution ;  it  was  re- 
peatedly declared,  and  at  times  moft  folemnly  attefled,  as 
the  ground  alledged  for  thefe  new  violences,  "  (c)  That 
*'  (he  Parliament  would,  maintain  and  defend  his  Majejiy's 
"  royal  perfon,  honour  and  ejiate ;  as  aJfo  its  own  powen, 
*^  and  privileges s  and  the  lawful  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
*^  fubje^  ;"— **  {d)  That  the  chief  end  of  all  their  counfels 
"  and  refolutions  was  the  ejlablijhing  the  fafety  of  religion, 

[c)  Proteftation  taken  by  bo;h  Houfes,  A.D.  l64i» 
{d)  See  Protcftation  and  Declaration  of  the  J^prds  and  Commons 
in  Parliament,  061.  22,  1642. 

"and 
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**  and  the  fruition  of  the  la%vs  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom  ^ 
**  fwitbatit  any  intention  or  de/ire  to  hurt  or  injure  his 
**  Majcfy,  cither  in  his  pet f on  or  jujl  power ^' 

In  whatever  light  we  view  thefe  profeffions  of  loyalty 
and  moderation,  they  are  well  deferving  our  attention  : 
fuppole  them  to  be  infmcere ;  and  how  can  we  reftrain 
our  indignation  againfl  fuch  deliberate  deceit  ?  againft 
lb  many  repeated  ads  of  bafe  and  aggravated  hypocrify  ? 
fo  much  the  more  odious,  as  they  were  practifed  by 
men  inverted  with  a  great  and  folcmn  trufl,  in  dired 
violation  of  every  principle  of  duty,  by  which  they 
ought  to  have  been  influenced;  who  fought  to  gratify 
their  ambition,  their  malice,  their  avarice,  or  their  va- 
nity, at  the  expence  of  the  dearefl  interefls  of  their 
country ;  who  were  labouring  to  fubvert  that  very  fyflem 
of  government  which  they  profefTed  to  admire,  and  bv 
infidious  and  falfe  reprefentations  of  their  own  views, 
did  not  hefitate  to  extol  themfelves  as  the  generous 
advocates  of  that  very  freedom,  which  (through  the  in- 
fluence of  violent  or  felfifh  paflions)  they  were  haften- 
ing  to  undermine  and  deflroy.  Suppofe  thefe  profef- 
fions  to  be  indeed  fincere;  what  do  we  then  colled, 

C  but 
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but  that  perfons  of  the  pureft,  and  beft  intentions,  they 
who  in  their  hearts  were  real  friends  to  the  laws  and 
government  of  the  country,  but  who  unhappily  would 
not  refl  fatisfied  in  the  redrefs  of  real  grievances,  were 
induced  to  give  tlie  weight  of  their  fandion  and  au- 
thority to  meafures,  the  tendency  of  which  they  did 
not  forefee,  and  the  confequences  of  which  they  could 
not  avert;  and  thus,  unable  to  extinguifh  thofe  flames 
which  they  themfelves  had  kindled,  at  length  became 
the  unwilling  inflruments  of  guilt,  of  oppreffion,  ajnd 
inifery  to  the  nation  ? 

But  regard  thefe  profeflions  either  as  honeft  or  in- 
fmcere,  regard  thofe  who  avowed  them  as  ad:uatcd 
either  by  public  or  felfifli  motives ;  how  diflrefsful  muft 
have  been  the  feelings,  how  bitter  the  difappointment, 
of  the  moft  confiderable  of  thofe  who,  from  various 
views,  iirft  plunged  their  country  into  all  the  horrors 
of  civil  diffention  ] — Did  they  feel  a  jufl  refpecft  for  the 
Crown,  and  for  its  Conftitutional  powers  ?  The  fad 
caufe  of  this  day's  humiliation  marks  too  furely  the 
melancholy  iflue  of  thofe  meafures  which  they  adopted 
\inder  this  impreflion. — Were  they  felicitous  to  fecure 

the 
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the  privileges  of  Parliament  ?  From  the  time  the 
Monarchy  was  in  fad:  fubverted,  the  Parliament  itfelf 
loft  its  independence,  it  became  enflaved  to  a  crafty,  a 
powerful  and  infulting  facflion :  its  freedom  was  over- 
borne by  the  tyranny  of  external  violence,  excited  and 
cheriihed  by  the  machinations  of  internal  artifice  and 
intrigue :  there  was  an  end  of  all  that  calm  delibera- 
tive wifdom  (that  fruitful  fource  of  public  benefit)  for 
the  exercife  of  which  it  is  in  itfelf  fo  eminently  adapt- 
ed.— Were  they  inflamed  with  a  zeal  in  the  caufe  of 
civil  liberty  ?  The  liberty  of  the  fubje(5t  was  annihi- 
lated :  the  eftates  of  many  were  wholly  confifcated,  of 
Others  much  impaired ;  the  property,  the  perfonal  free- 
dom, and  even  the  lives  of  all,  were  no  longer  under  the 
equal  protection  of  law,  but  fubjedled  to  the  ab folate 
will  and  difpofal  of  violent  and  arbitrary  mailers.  Hav- 
ing been  harafled  by  the  authority  of  a  predominant 
party,' the  country  became  a  prey  to  a  bold  and  lawlefs 
ufurper  j  and  after  his  death  only  exchanged  the  tyranny 
of  one,  for  a  ftate  of  anarchy  arifing  from  the  preten- 
fionsof  many. — Were  they  prompted  by  an  cnthufiallic 
ardour  in  the  caufe  of  found  religion  ?  In  the  event  the 
moft  learned  and  fober-minded  ininifters  of  the  church 

C  2  'wcr?. 
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were  infulted,  profcribed,  and  banKhed ;  their  property 
fequeilered,  the  very  fandluaries  prophaned:  the  Chrif- 
tiaii  dilpenfation  was  debafed  by  the  vileft  hypocrifyj 
and  by  a  ftrange  perverfion  became  the  fandlion  of 
blafphemy,  of  rebellion,  and  perfecution. — Or,  were 
the  firft  authors  of  thofe  counfels  influenced  by  motives 
wholly  unjuflifiable  ?  by  felfifh  intereft,  or  unprincipled 
ambition?  Many  of  thefe  very  men  were  themfelves  im- 
prifoned,  or  fecluded,  were  degraded,  infulted,  and  op- 
prefTed,  by  a  fadion  at  the  d^fpofal  of  leaders  ftill  more 
afpiring  and  more  powerful:  for  **  *  viorENCE   was 

IN     THE     LAND,     RULER    AGAINST     RULER." 

Thus  do  the  evils  experienced  by  our  forefathers 
hold  forth  an  awful  vv^arning  to  men  of  all  times,  to 
confider  well  the  pollible  confequences  of  political  in- 
novations, and  to  weigh  calmly  thofe  changes  which 
they  may  be  inclined  to  countenance.  In  the  **  begin- 
**  ning  of  ftrife"  wife  men  will  endeavour  to  feparate 
pretended  from  real  motives,  and  will  not  fuifer  them- 
felves to  be  deluded  by  a  fpecious  application  of  terms : 
they,  will  carefully  examine  principles  both  in  them- 
*  Jeremiah,   LI.  46. 
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felvcs  and  in  their  poffible  efFe(5ts,  principles   which, 
though  flattering  and  impofing  in  their  firft  appearance, 
may  upon  examination  be  difcovered  to  be  founded  in 
fallacy,  and  replete  with  danger:  they  will  look  forward 
to   thofe    plain  confequences   of  meafures,  which  are 
rendered  probable  by  reafon  and  experience,  left  they 
become  a  prey  to  hypocrify  and  fraud,  and  at  length 
involve  themfelves   and  their  country  in  deftrud:ion. 
The  nature  of  the  meafures  themfelves  fliould  alfo  be 
ferioufly  regarded:  no  expectation  of  future  good  fliould 
be  fuffered  for  a  moment  to   fupport  or  palliate  fuch 
means,  as  in  their  own  nature  are  unwarrantable:  the 
good  to  be  expcdled  muil  at  all  events  be  contingent; 
the  evil  atchieved  for  its  attainment  real  and  certain: 
ti  *  -po  DO  EVIL  THAT  GOOD  MAY  come"  is  a maxim 
flrongly  reprobated  in  Scripture:  the  various  objedls  of 
public,  as  well  as  of  private  good,  fhould  be  purfued  by 
fuch  means  only,  as  are  confonant  to  Law,  to  Morality, 
and  Religion.    To  fecure  ourfelves  from  being  deceived 
either  by  perfons,  or  things,  it  becomes  important  that 
we  fliould  pradtife  that  firfl  point  of  wifdo.r,  of  not 
being  deceived  by  ourfelves;  we  mufl  learn  to  be  ac- 

*  Romans,  III.  8. 
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quainted  with  our  own  hearts,  to  deted  the  frailties^ 
and  fubdue  the  violence  of  our  own  minds,  and  to  re- 
flrain  all  thofe  irregular  afFedions  which  tranfport  men. 
from,  one  extravagance  to  another,  till  at  length  they 
may  be  incited  to  the  defperate  refolution  of  raifing 
themfelves  on  the  ruin  of  their  country.  By  fuch  a  ik^ 
lutary  acquaintance  with  ourfelves,  by  fuch' a  manly 
exercife  of  virtue,  we  may  fail  indeed  in  the  gratification 
of  guilty  paflions,  but  fhall  infure  a  folid  and  fuperior 
fatisfadtion,  a  fatisfadtion  ariling  from  the  very  conquefl 
of  ourfelves,  as  well  as  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  thofe 
dangers  we  may  have  averted,  or  of  thofe  bleflings 
which  we  have  contributed  to  impart,  or  to  confirm 
to  mankind. 

If  the  guilt  which  was  incurred,  if  the  calamities 
which  were  provoked,  and  the  wholefome  leiTon  to  be 
derived  from  the  review  of  thofe  calamities  in  the  laft 
century,  had  been  duly  regarded ;  heightened  enormities 
of  the  fame  dye,  aggravated  miferies  of  the  fame  defcrip- 
tion,  would  not  have  been  prefented  to  the  ailoniiliment 
and  fhameof  the  prefent  age:  the  moil  facred laws  both 
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of  human  and  divine  inftitution  would  not  have  been  vio- 
lated by  the  murder  of  a  mild  and  beneficent  Sovereign: 
nor  would  the  frantic  and  impious  perpetrators  of  this 
outrage,  infligated  by  the  eiFed:s  of  their  own  injuftice, 
inflamed  by  their  own  cruelty,  have  recently  committed 
an  adt  of  fimilar  enormity,  with  every  concomitant  cir- 
cumftance  of  unmanly  infult,  of  unprecedented  barbarity, 
and  horror.  They  would  not  have  founded  and  cemented 
the  dominion  of  fucceflive  facftions  in  pretended  crimes, 
mock  trials,  and  inevitable  deftru<5tion  :  nor  would  they 
by  repeated  deeds  of  mafiacrc,  of  profcription,  of  plun- 
der, and  impiety,  have  defolated  their  own  land,  and  by 
means  both  of  fraud  and  force  attempted  todiffufe  their 
crimes  and  wretchednefs  among  furrounding  nations : 
thus,  holding  forth  in  thefe  calamities  a  memorable  ex- 
ample, not  only  of  the  dreadful  evils  attending  demo- 
(?ratic  oppreflion,  but  alfo  of  thofe  which  refult  from 
the  renunciation  of  God's  revealed  will. 

Happy  is  it  for  tlie  whole  race  of  men,  that  He 
who  is  the  great  Governor  among  the  nations,  continu- 
ally watches  them  with  a  gracious  and  protedling  Pro- 
vidence,    Indi-viduals,  or  focicties  of  men,  may  deny, 

bu: 
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but  they  canuot  elude  his  power:  however  enorniou^ 
their  impieties  may  be,  though  they  be  enemies  to  their 
God,  and  to  the  bonds  of  focial  order  which  He  has 
fancftioned  among  men,  though  they  be  hoflile  to  all  go- 
vernment human  and   divine,  yea   though  **  *  they 

**  SPEAK  GREAT  WORDS  AGAINST  THE  MOST  HIGH, 
"  AND  WEAR  OUT  THE  SAINTS  OF  THE  MOST  HIGH, 
"  AND  THINK  TO  CHANGE  TIMES  AND  LAWS,"  flill 
"  -f-    GOD     REIGNETH    OVER     ALL,    IN   HIS    HAND   IS 

"  POWER  AND  MIGHT;"  the  adminiftration  of  the 
moral  as  of  the  natural  world  is  under  his  govern- 
ment: the  commotions  of  both  are  fubjed:  to  his  con- 
troul:    "  X  '^^^   LORD   IS  king,   be   the   people 

"  NEVER  so  impatient:"  **  II  THOUGH  THE  WAVES 
"  OF    THE  SEA  TOSS  THEMSELVES,  YET  CAN   THEY 

'*  NOT  PREVAIL,"  yea  though  they  be   **  §  mighty, 

"  AND  RAGE  HORRIBLY,  YET  THE  LORD  WHO 
"  DWELLETH    ON   HIGH  1$  MIGHTIER." 

The  page  of  civil  hiftory  is  written  for  our  admo- 
nition; what  is  now  pafling   under  our   obfervation, 

•  Daniel,  VII.  25.       t  i  Chron.  XXIX.  12.        t  Pfalm  XCIX.  i. 
il  Jerem.  V.  22.  §  Pfalm  XCIII.  5- 
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fuggefiS  alio  matter  of  much  ufeful  refleu:Ion.  If  the 
records  of  the  former  afliidtions  of  our  own  country  tci*d 
to  (liew  us  ihc  clangers  of  fanatical  intemperance;  the 
events  which  have  taken  place  in  a  neighbouring  na- 
tion, difpliy  the  more  lamentable  cffcds  of  irreligion. 
We  may  from  hence  derive  a  fbrengthened  convi(5tion  of 
the  indifpenfable  neceflity  of  true  Religion,  to  the  caufc 
of  civil  government  and  focial  order :  we  may  from 
hence  learn,  that  without  its  reftraints,  no  creature  is 
more  ferocious  than  Man:  his  afFcdions  debafed;  his 
underftanding  perverted;  his  will  corrupt;  his  views  fel- 
fiih  and  deteftable ;  the  means  adopted  to  attain  thofc 
views  unjuft,  oppreihve  and  fanguinary,  and  fuch  as 
cannot  be  periifted  in  without  the  facrifice  of  every  good 
andgenerous  propenfity  of  his  nature.  The  importance 
of  Ghriftianity  therefore  is  fbrongly  and  experimentally 
evinced.    It  was  a  truth  declared  by  our  Blclled  Saviour, 

"  ■*  IF   ANY   MAN  WILL   DO    GOD's  WILL,   HE   SHALL 
**  KNOW     OF    MY    DOCTRINE     WHETHER     IT     BE     OF 

*■*  GOD."    That  virtuous  pradlice  tends   eflentially  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  Chriftian  Faith,  was  well  know* 

to  Him,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  our  na* 

»  John,  VII.  17. 
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ture,who  "  *  knew  what  was  in  man."  We,  in 
this  age,  have  feen  pradtical  impiety,  under  the  guid- 
ance and  in  the  garb  of  fomething  which  calls  itfelf 
Philofophy,  advance  to  an  open  denial  of  the  truth  of 
Chriftianity,  and  even  of  every  principle  of  Natural  Re- 
ligion: men  have  renounced  what  they  dreaded  to  be- 
lieve, and  denied  the  exigence  of  a  Deity,  becaufe 
they  trembled  at  his  judgments.  Wickednefs  is  at 
once  the  caufe,  and  an  advancement  in  wickednefs, 
the  effed  of  infidelity;  **  -f*  the  fool  who   is  cor- 

"  RUPT,  AND  abominable  IN  HIS  DOINGS,"  will 
Wifh     to       "    SAY     IN     HIS     HEART,     THERE     IS     NO 

*'  GOD;"  when  he  has  once  ceafed  "  J  to  retain 
**  GOD  IN  HIS  KNOWLEDGE,"  he  bccomes,  without 
controul,  ftill  more  corrupt,  and  ftill  more  abomina- 
ble: and  this  is  the  natural  courfe  of  human  adlionsj 
moral  virtue  can  be  firmly  grounded  only  on  religious 
obedience,     "  ||  he  hath  shewed  thee,  o  man, 

"  what  IS  GOOD,  AND  WHAT  DOTH  THE  LORD 
**  REQUIRE    OF    THEE,     BUT    TO    DO   JUSTLY,    AND 

?  John,  II.  25.  t  Pfalm  XIV.  i,  2.  J  Rom.  I.  28. 

1  Micah,  VI.  8. 
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"  TO   LOVE  MERCY,  AND  TO    WALK  HUMBLY    \V1  I'H 

"  THY  GOD  ?"  But  unlefs  thefe  precepts  arc  obierved 
on  the  ground  of  being  "  required"  by  the  Al- 
mighty, they  will  not  be  obierved  at  all :  where  a 
fincere  and  fober  fenle  of  religion  is  wanting,  it  is 
evident,  both  from  hiftory,  and  our  own  obfervMtion, 
that  as  men  do  not  "  walk  humbly  with  their 
''god,"  fo  is  it  not  to  be  expeded,  that  they  will  be 
difpofed  upon  any  uniform  principle,  either  "  to  do 

"  JUSTLY,  or   love  MERCY." 

Extravagancy  or  error  in  religious  opinions,  are 
not  however  confined  in  their  efFeds  to  their  influence 
on  morality;  they  have  frequently  been  flrongly  united 
with  maxims  of  civil  policy.  In  the  laft  centuiy  en- 
thufiafm  was  the  dupe  of  hypocrify,  and  of  a  delibe- 
rate enmity  to  the  conllituted  authorities  of  the  ftate : 
in  the  prefent  age,  and  amongft  the  people  who  fur- 
nifh  the  mofl  flriking  and  ufeful  leflbn  at  the  prefent 
day,  maxims  of  infidelity  have  been  induftrioufly  cir- 
culated, for  the  purpofe  of  undermining  the  whole 
fyilem  of  government,  religious  and  civil:  in  both  in- 
flances  falfe   pofitions  refped:ing  religion   have  been 
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made  the  Inftrument  of  civil  difcord,  and  of  confequcnt 
mifery  to  the  people. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  political  body,  the  various 
members  (each  having  its  proper  ufe  and  office)  are 
fo  fitly  framed,    and  connedcd    together,    "  that    if 

ONE  MEMBER  SUFFER,  ALL  THE  MEMBERS  SUF- 
FER WITH  IT."  For  manv  wife  and  beneficent 
purpofes  God  has  formed  us  for  fociety,  and  for  a  ftate  of 
mutual  obligation,  and  dependence.  He  has  endued- 
mankind  with  various  talents,  faculties,  and  difpofitions, 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  various  ranks,  and  flations : 
He  has  ordained  that  the  peace,  and  happinefs  of  fo- 
ciety fhould  materially  depend,  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  refpedive  duties  of  thefe  fun  dry  orders,  and  degrees- 
of  men,  are  difcharged  :  under  thefe  circumftances,^ 
what  is  the  proper  aim  of  any  fyftem  of  government  ?- 
Is  it  to  arrogate  to  itfelf  the  attempt  of  interrupting 
this  v/ife  arrangement,  eftablifhed  in  the  world  by  its 
great  Creator  ?  or  i&  it  not  rather  to  provide  molt  efr 
fedually  for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  fixed. and  fettled 
laws?  and  by  powerfully  curbing  the  violence  of  paJSiOHi 
by  retraining  the  vices  of  the  human  mind,  by  afford- 

^  ing 
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ing  a  ficc  fcope  to*  induftry,  and  encouragement  to 
virtue,  to  proted:  the  various  clalTes  of  fociety,  and  en- 
able them  to  CiTetfl  that  general  happinefs  v*^hich  the 7 
were  intended  to  promote?  But  as  it  is  an  acknovv'ledged 
objcdl  under  our  own,  and  every  other  wife  form  of 
Government,  as  well  as  in  the  frame  of  our  holy  Reli- 
gion, to  impofe  a  rcftraint  on  human  pafTions,  hence 
it  has  happened,  that  men  of  ungoverned  minds  (im- 
patient of  that  controul  which  is  calculated  to  check 
all  their  ambitious,  and  dangerous  projed:s)  have  at 
different  times  laboured  to  fubvert  the  one,  and  to  cor- 
rupt or  fet  afide  the  other  :  in  order  to  accompliih  this, 
they  have  m.ifreprefented  the  views  and  principles  of 
both.  Legitimate  Government  (which  well  conftituted, 
and.  duly  adminiftered,  is  indifpenfable  to  the  fecurity 
of  fociety)  has  been  branded  with  the  name  of  tyran- 
ny :  all  Religion  been  defpifed  as  error  or  fuperflition  : 
the  mofl  grofs  and  barbarous  iniquity  fandified  by 
the  name  of  Juftice,  or  the  pretence  of  neceflity  :  the 
exercife  of  unheard-of  oppreffion  gloried  in,  as  a  zeal 
for. liberty:  blafphemy  dignified  with  the  titles  of  Rea- 
fon,  and   Philofophy ;    in.  the  language   of  Scripture, 

<«  *  EVIL 
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*'  *  EVlt  IS  CALLED  GOOD,  AND  GOOD  EVIL  ;  BlT- 
**   TER    IS   PUT     FOR     £WEET,    AND    SWEET   FOR   BIT- 

**  TER."  If  you  enquire  into  the  caufe.  of  this  per- 
verficn,  it  is  truly  affigned  in  the  Gofpel:   ''  "f  this  is 

"  THE  CONDEMNATION,  THAT  LIGHT  IS  COME  IN- 
"  TO  THE  WORLD,  AND  MEN  LOVED  DARKNESS  RA- 
"  THER  THAN  L  I GHT,  BECAUSE  THEIR  DEEDS  WERE 

**  EVIL."  Do  you  wifli  to  examine  further,  and  to  ex- 
plore thd    confequences  of  thefe  depravities?     "J  if 

"  ONE  LOOK  INTO  THE  LAND,  BEHOLD  DARKNEJ^S 
"  AND  sorrow:"  "  §  ALL  JOY  IS  DARKENED,  THE 
"  MIRTH  OF  THE  LAND  IS  GONE;  THEY  THAT 
"  DWELL  THEREIN    ARE  DESOLATE." 

But  what  is  this  which  men  do,  when  with  all  their 
often tation  of  enlightened  wifdom  they  rejed:  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  revealed  religion  ?  What  do  they,  but  rejedt 
that,  the  value  of  which  was  juftly  appreciated,  by  the 
wifeft  and  beft  Heathens  ?  They  lived  indeed  in  a  ftate 
of  great  obfcurity  with  refped  to  religious  knowledge, 
but  they  did  not  fcorn  that  glimmering  light  which  wa« 

*  Ifaiah,  V,  20.  +  John,  III.  19.  %  Ifaiah,  V.  30. 

§  Ifaiah,  XXIV.  11,  6. 
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to  dired  them,  however  imperfedly,  in  the  regulatlcn  of 
their  condu6l :  "  *  and  the  time^  of  this  igso- 
"  RANGE  god  winked  AT."     But  to  renouncc  tnat 
difpenfation,   which    the   Almighty    deemed  of   iuch 
high  importance,  as  to  caufe  it  to  be  foretold  from  the 
very  creation  of  the  world,  at  fandry  times  in  a  feries 
of  prophecy :    to  the  introduction  of  which  not  only 
the  Jewilli  economy,  but  alfo  the  fuccelTive  aggran- 
dizement of  each  of  the  great  empires  of  the  world, 
were  rendered   fubfervient :    to    rejed   that   Religion, 
which  God  fent  his  beloved  Son  to  make  manifeil  to 
mankind,  that   which   declares   to  us  our  proper   re- 
lation to  God  and  man,  and  which  enjoins  thofe  duties 
incumbent   on   us  towards  both ;   which  holds  fortli 
the   promife  of  indulgence   and  affiftance  to  human 
frailty  5  which  offers  the  one  only  atonement  for  the 
neglea  of  duty,    and   the   commiffion   of  fm ;    that 
which,  duly  obferved,  will  improve  and  perfed:  our  na- 
ture, and  at  once  enable  us  to  pafs  ufefully  through 
this  world,  with  the  moft  exalted  hopes,  and  the  moft 
tranfcendent  views,  and  at  the  fame  time  prepare  us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  a  future  flate  of  exiftence;  whofe 

♦  AOs,  XVII.  30.  . 
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iiuViTCrity  is  evinced  to  us,  as  well  by  the  iir.c.^^.implctl 
purity  of  its  dodlrincs,  as  by  the  clear  atteflation  of 
miracles  and  prophecy:  to  rejedt  fuch  a  Religion,  and 
■with  fuch  numerous  and  v/eighty  claims  to  oar  aiTcnt, 
trgues  a  complication  of  ingratitude,  of  wickcdnefs, 
and  folly,  which,  a  refpedi  for  the  honour  as  well  as  for 
the  interefts  of  human  nature,  woidd  incline,  nay  aU 
moil  compel  us  to  think  incredible.  But,  fetting  aiide 
the  ineftimable  privileges  of  Religion,  it  fliould  never* 
be  forgotten,  that  the  great  points  which  it  inculcates, 
are  not  propofed  as  objedts  of  our  choice,  but  as 
commands  which  claim  our  obedience.  ACts  of  piety, 
of  charity,  and  felf- government,  are  not  a(fts  of  indiffe- 
rence, which  we  are  at  liberty  either  to  perform  or  de- 
cline ;  they  are  enforced  by  a.  plain  and  politlve  law, 
to  which  (as  in  the  cafe  of  other  laws)  we  muft  con- 
form our  condud:,  or  be  liable  to  the  penalties  annexed 
to  difobedience  3  and  it  concerns  us  ferioufly  to  confider 
the  awful  fentence  pronounced  by  our  Lord,  on  ob- 
ftinate  infidelity:  **  *  i   am   come    a   light   into 

"   THE  WORLD,    THAT    WHOSOEVER    BELIEVETH   0"N 
"  ME  SHOULD   NOT  ABIDE  IN  DARKNESS:  HE   TH-AT 

♦  John,  XII.  46,  48. 
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**  REJECTETH      ME,      AND      RECEIVETH      NOT      MY 
'*  WORDS,    HATH  ONE    THAT    JUDGET-H    HIM:    THE* 
**  WORD   THAT   I   HAVE    SPOKEN,  THE   SAME   SHALL 
**  JUDGE   HIM  IN   THE  EAST   DAY," 

Under  a  fall  imprefTion  of  the  Importance  of  Chrlf- 
tianity,  to  private  happinefs  and  public  profperity,  and 
of  the  mifchiefs  which  have  accrued  to  mankind,  both 
from  the  abufe  and  the  contempt  of  it,  every  thinking 
man  will  feel  it  of  efpccial  confequence,  more  particu- 
larly in  the  times  in  which  we  live,  to  be  well  founded 
in  the  knowledge  of  Chriftian  truths,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared againfl:  every  attempt,  which  may  be  made  either 
openly  to  allault,  or  infidiouHy  to  undermine  them.  The 
evidences  of  our  Religion  have  the  firfl  claim  to  our 
calm  and  attentive  confideration :  if  the  refult  of  this 
confideration,  and  enquiry,  be  (as  it  unqueftionably 
will  be)  a  convi(5tIon  of  the  Divine  authority  of  our 
Faith,  it  then  becomes  an  unavoidable  conclufion, 
that  human  reafon,  contraded  ancl  limited  as  it  is, 
r^uuld  fubmit  itfelf  to  the  didates  of  infinite  intelli- 
gence. As  the  reverence  which  is  due  to  the  revealed 
word  of  the  Deity  obliges  us  to  conclude,  that  every 
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thing  which  proceeds  fram  that  facced  lourcc  is  an  uii- 
queflianable  and  eternal  truth  -,  if  any  portion  of  Di- 
vine knowledge  which  God  hath  been  picafed  to  com- 
municate, be  above  the  comprehenfion  of  our  narrow 
faculties,  this  will  not  be  matter  of  obje6lion  to  its  truth,. 
but  a  ground  of  fuhmiffive  reverence  :.  we  fliall  receive 
with  thankfulnefs  what  is  revealed,  and  from  a  fixed 
f^nfe  of  the  wiiaom  and  goodn^fs  of  God,  conclude,, 
that  every  revealed  truth  is  requiiite  either  for  our  in- 
ftrudiion,  for  our  fapport  and  encouragement  in  virtue 
here,  or  in  feme  manner  neceffary  as  preparatory:  to 
our  eternal  il^te  hereafter.  Impreffed  with  the  inesti- 
mable v-alue  of  religion,  and  with  a  fenfe  of  the  proper 
pj-ovince  of  Reafon,.  of  its  powers,  but  above  all  of 
lis  weaknefs,  we  flmlL  employ  it  only  as  fubfervient  ta 
Chriflianity,  iTtofcibr  the  purpofeof  fuperfeding  it.  Con- 
ic ious  that  the  whole  of  a.  Revelation  (if  it  be  really 
fuch)  mufl  lieceffarily  be  true,  we  fliall  not  fufFer  our 
veneration,  for  revealed  truths  to  be  afFecfled  either  by 
the  ihafts  of  i-idicule,  or  the  fophiilry  of  fcience,  whether 
the  bufy  pride  of  human  reafon  be  employed  in  at- 
ti^mpting  to  fubvert  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  faith  Gol- 
ledively,  or  feparately  to  invade  any  of  its  acknowledg- 
4  ed 
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•ell -Llo\^"trines ;  or,  be  as  pervcrfely  cccupied,  in  endei'- 
vouring  to   debafe  the  moral  precepts,  and  to  weaketi 
or  deny  the  fandions  of  thb  GolpeL     Let  every  conii- 
derate   man  be  cautious  of  refining  m  matters  of  re- 
ligion:   let  him  impartially   weigh   the   neceffity  and 
value  of  the  v^hole,  and  of  every  part  of  Revelation": 
upon  his  own  obfervation  and  experience  let  him  de- 
termine, whether  hum:an  nature  be  fuch,  as   to  render 
any  of  the  directions  or  reflraints  of  Chriftianity  fu^ 
perfluous.     Is  the  adtual  ftate  of  the  world  fuch  (with-i- 
ont  any  exaggerated  view  either  of  human  infirmity,  ot- 
of  the  corruption   of  the  times  in  which  we  live)  as 
to  induce  him  to  pronounce  that  Chriftianity,  as  we 
liave  received  it,  with  all  its  do^rii^es,  its  precepts,  an<i 
its  fan(flions,  is  more  than  fufficient  to  deter  men  from 
vice,  and  to  influence  them  to  v-irtuc? 

To  concludc-^^Ddring  the  civil  difierttioi"ts  of  the 
lafi:  cdntury,  the  nation  experienced  rh^iiy  and  griev>ous 
opprelfions;  opprei^ions  haraffing  every  rank  of  men,- 
originaily  introduced,  and" fuccefsfully  continued,  undet 
the  colour  of  religious  7ea}:  in  our  own  age,  we- hav<5 
-obfcrred  the  afRidtiorts  of  a  country  groaning  under 
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the  yoke  of  popular  tyranny,  and  at  the  fame  inflant 
diftra(5ted  by  all  the  evils  of  anarchy;  we  have  obferve4 
the  calamities  which  have  refulted  from  the  infatuation 
of  infidelity.  In  the  mean  tirt^,  what  is  our  own  fita- 
.ation  ?  We,  amongfl  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  are. 
diftinguiihed  for  the  poffeffion  of  a  mixed  form  of  Go^. 
vernment,  in  which  the  powers  of  each  branch  of  the 
legiilature  are  plainly  defined;  and  withal fo  admirably 
conftituted,  that  by  the  mutual  controul  and  counter- 
adion  of  its  feveral  parts,  it  precludes  the  evils,  and 
enfures  the  benefits,  attending  each  of  the  three  forms 
of  which  it  is  compofed„in  their  fimple  and  unmixed' 
ilatei  a  fyflem,  extending  prote(5lion  to  all  the  various 
members  of  the  community,  eminently  marked  by  its 
energy,  its  wifdom,  and  its  virtue.  We  are  pofiefTed 
of  a  reformed  Religion,  eftablifhed  under  the  aufpices  of 
Jearning  and  moderation,  equally  remote  from  fuperfli- 
tion  and  infidelity.  But,  all  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
to  a  Hate,  even  under  the  protedtion  of  the  mofl  per- 
fedt  practical  government,  mufi:  ftill  depend  on  the 
virtue  of  the  individuals  who  compofe  it;  obedience  to 
the  will  of  God  is  the  only  folid  foundation  of  all 
moral  duty ;  revelation  is  the  meafure  of  that  obedi- 
,  6  ence : 
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cnce:  it  is  of  the  utmofl  confequencc,  therefore,  both 
as  individuals,  and  as-  members  of  the  flate>  that  we 
make  revealed  religion  the  rule  of  our  condu(5t;  that 
we  guard  againft  the  corruptions  of  enthufiafm  and  fu- 
perftition  on  the  one  hand,  and  againft  the  encroach- 
ments of  infideUty  on  the  other  >  that  each  individual 
in  his  own  life,  and  by  his  own  example,  fliould  culti- 
vate and  promote  the  pradice  of  virtue  on  its  proper 
and  only  firm  bafis,.the  principles  of  Christianity ;  and 
by  thus  enlarging  the  fphere  of  virtue,  extend  the 
operation  of  thofe  principles,  which  alone,  from  their 
nature,  and  influence,  can  render  a  nation  united  in  it* 
felf,.  profperous,  and  acceptable  to  God.  A  chearful 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  an  uniform  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  our  religion,  will  be  the  moil  convincing 
teftimony  of  our  wifdom,  our  patriotifm,  and  our  piety. 
For  the  fupport  of  thofe  Laws,  and  of  that  Religion,  for 
the  maintenance  of  thofe  momentous  rights,  which 
have  been  continually  recognized  and  fandlioned  both 
by  the  laws  of  God  and  Man,  and  in  the  refiftance  of 
wanton  and  violent  adts  of  aggreflion,  we  are  now  en- 
gaged in  a  jufl  and  neceflary  conteft.  The  IfTue  muH 
be  in  the  hands  of  God.     It  remains  however  with 

ourfelves. 


['    33    ] 

•ourfelves,  to   perfevere   lledfaftly  in  the  path  of  duC?, 

<(  ^-  TO  OFFT  <  THE  SACRIFICE  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
*'  AND   TO   PUT  OUR   TRUST   IN   THE  LORD:"  humbly 

hoping,  through  the  Divine  mercies,  for  the  fake  of 
every  obie<5t  which  is  valuable  in  civilized  life,  and  for 
the  true  interefls  and  happinefs  of  our  enemies  them- 
felves,  that  they  may  not  be  fuffered  long  to  continue 
under  the  influence  of  principles  deflrudlive  of  all  go- 
vernment, morality,  and  religion,  but  that  they  may 
fbon  return  to  a  fenfe  of  order  and  piety ;  that  they 
may    "  -f-  sanctify    the    name    of    the    lord, 

**  that  they  who  have  erred  IN  SPIRIT  MAY 
**  COME  TO  UNDERSTANDING,  AND  THE  MALE- 
*'  VOLENT  MAY   ATTEND   TO  INSTRUCTION." 

*  Pfalm  IV.  5.  : 

t  Vide  liaiah  XXIX*  23,  24,    compared  with   Bifiaop   Lowth*s 
tranflation. 


FINIS, 


A 

SERMON 

Preached  before  the    Honourable 

H  O  U  S  E  of   COMMONS, 

A  T    T  H  E 

CHURCH    OF    ST.    MARGARET,    WESTMINSTER, 

O  N 

FRIDAY,      FEBRUARY     28,      I794> 

BEING 
THE  DAY  APPOINTED  BY  HIS  MAJESTY'S  ROYAL 
PROCLAMATION, 

TO     BE     OBSERVED     AS 

J  DAT  OF  SOLEMN  FASTING  AND   HUMILIATION. 

B  y 
HENRY     BAT  HURST,     LL.D. 

CANON    OF      CHRIST-CHURCH,     OXFORD. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED    FOR,    AND    SOLD    BY    T.    PAYNE,  AT    THE    MEWS    GATE; 
AND    ALSO    BY    JOSHUA  COOKE,  AT  OXFORD. 


M.  DCC.  XCIV. 


ISAIAH,     i.    i8,  19,  2D. 

COME  NOW,  AND  LET  US  REASON  TOGETHER,  SAITH  THE' 
LORD  :  THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET,  THEY  SHAW- 
EE  AS  WHITE  AS  SNOW;  THOUGH  THEY  BE  RED  LIKE 
CRIMSON,    THEY    SHALL    BE    AS    WOOL. 

IF  YE  BE  WILLING  AND  OBEDIENT,    YE  SHALL    EAT  THE    COOO 
OF  THE  LAND. 
BUT     IF     YE     REF-USE     AND     REBEL,    YE    SHALL    BE    DEVOURED^ 
WITH    THE   SWORD  '.    FOR  THE    MOUTH  OF    THE   LORD  HATH 
SPOKEN    IT. 

UPON  fo  folemn  an  occafion  as  the  prcfent,  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  ferious  minifter  of  the  Gof- 
pel  to  awaken  the  unthinking  and  carelefs  part  of 
mankind  to  a  due  fenfe  of  their  real  fituation;  to 
prefent  to  their  view,  without  weaknefs  or  aggravation, 
a  faithful  mirror  of  themfelves ;  to  recall  their  thoughts 
from  the  confideration  of  caufes  that  are  varying  and 

;g  fecgndary. 
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iee'ondary-,  to  fame  rcficdion  upon  luch  as  are  perma* 
nent  and  primary;  to  lead  them,  from  an  cxcluiive 
reliance  upon  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  their  Heets 
and  ai'mies,  to  a  firm  dependence  upon  an  over-ruling 
Providence;  above  all,  to  point  out  to  them  the  in- 
feparable  connedion  between  the  real  profperity  of  a 
kingdom  and  the  religious  fentiments  and  condud.  of 
thofe  who  dwell,  therein. 

The  words  which  I  have  chofen  for  the  fubjed:  of 
the  following  difcourfe  are  fo  clear,  that  they  require 
ho  comment;  and  fo  affeding,  that  they  can  never  be 
liftened  to  with  indifference.  They  are  part  of  a  pro- 
phecy, which  is  ufliered  in  with  an  uncommon  mag- 
nificence of  idea  and  expreffion,  for  the  purpofe,  pro- 
bably, of  more  deeply  imprefling  the  mind.  Heaven 
and  earth  are  called  upon  to  hear  the  denunciation  of 
God's  vengeance  againft  the  impiety  of  the  Jews,  and 
his  gracious  promifes  of  mercy  upon  their  penitence 
and  amendment.  They  are  informed  by  the  Prophet, 
Or  rather,  the  Supreme  Being  is  himfelf  introduced  to 
announce  to  them,  that,  notwithfi:anding  their  prefent 
X  ftate 
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flatc  of  derelldlon,  though  their  country  was  ravaged 
and  laid  wafle  by  infolent  invaders,  yet  all  the 
efforts  of  their  enemies  fliould  in  the  end  be  frullrated, 
and  that  God  would  fignally  interpofe  in  their  favour, 
if,  reformed  by  his  jufl  judgments,  they  would 
**  (a)  CEASE  TO  DO  EVIL,"  and  return  to  him,  with 
true  faith    and  fincere  repentance;    without   which 

"  ^<^y  THE  FAST,  AND    THE    DAY    OF    RESTRAINT^ 

are  in  every  age  alike  \  hypocritical  and  contemptible 
mockeries,  or,  at  beft,  a  mere  "  form  of  godlinefs," 
without  energy,  and  without  effed. 

Whoever  reads  the  Bible  muft  acknowledge,  that 
almoft  every  page  of  the  hiftorical  ajid  prophetical 
parts  of  it  announces  this  important  truth,  which  it 
is  the  pincipal  objevTr  of  my  prefent  addre^'s  to  illuflratc 
and  enforce  ^  namely,  that  national  profperity,  rightly 
underftood,  is,  by  the  fpecial  diredion  of  Providence, 
the  cffed  of  a  jufl  fenfe  of  religion  among  tliofe  who 

/f7J  Ifftiah  i.  .i6.        (h)  Ifaiiih  i,  13.    BiHiop  Lowth's  Traiiflatioi>. 
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coxnpoic  a  nation.  By  national  profperity  I  mean,  not 
a  fudden  influx  of  wealthy  not  a  wide  extenfion  of 
empire  ;  but  that  pFofperity  to  which  our  blefTed  Lord 
alludes,  in  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  when  he  fays, 
that  the  "  ^^^  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth;" 
that  is,  by  the  peculiar  providence  of  God,  they 
fliall  be  fecured  in  the  quiet  poflelHon  of  all  thofe  rights, 
which  are  truly  valuable.  With  refped  to  the  Jewifh 
nation,  we  have  the  moft  undeniable  proofs,  that  with 
them  the  public  welfare  was,  by  divine  appointment, 
aniformly  annexed  to  the  religious  obedience  of  indivi- 
duals j  and  that  diflrefs  and  mifery  in  the  State  were  the 
-invariable  confequences  of  irreligion  and  apoitacy  in  the 
People. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  that  we  have  no  right  to 
infer,  from  the  methods  employed  by  Divine  Wifdom 
in  the  eftablifhment  and  adminiftration  of  the  Jewifh 
theocracy,  that  the  fame  methods  will  be  applied  by 
the  Governor  of  the  Univerfe  to  merely  human  infti- 
tutions. — If  we  did  not  live  in  an  age  when  men   in 

{d)  Matthew  V.  5. 

general. 


[    5    I 

general,  from  not  being  fufficiently  grounded  in  the 
great  truths  of  Revelation,  are  apt  to  be  hurried  away 
by  every  fuperficial  argument,  it  would  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  take  any  notice  of  fo  groundlefs  an  objetftion. 

That  the  Jewifli  fvftem  was,  in  fome  refpects,  of 
a  very  peculiar  nature,  is  univerfally  allowed ;  but  in 
the  manner  of  governing  his  people,  the  Supreme 
Being  moft  certainly  treated  them  as  moral  agents  j  he 

**  (e)   DREW  THEM  WITH  THE  CORDS  OF  A  MAN;** 

and  no  good  reafon  can  pofUbly  be  given,  why,  in  the 
common  courfe  of  Divine  Providence,  the  fame  mode 
of  guidance  which  the  Ruler  of  the  world  vouch- 
fafed  to  his  favoured  people,  fhould  not  be  extended 
(in  a  great  degree  at  leail;)  to  every  other  civil  govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  very  good  reafons  may  be 
affigned  why  it  fliould  be  fo  extended,  ift.  This  may 
be  inferred  from  the  deductions  of  unaflifted  reafon 
on  the  nature  of  the  Supreme  Being,  confidered  under 
the  chara(5ler  of  a  moral  Governor. — adly.  The  fame 
inference  may  be  drawn  from  the  exprefs  declarations 

of  Scripture. 

(fj  Hofea  xi.  4, 

The 
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The  belief  of  the  exigence  of  a  moral  Governor* 
juft  and  equal  in  the  diftribution  of  rewards  and  pu- 
nifliments,  is  fo  clofely  conne(5led  with  the  belief,  and 
even  with  the  conception,  of  the  being  and  attributes 
of  God,  that  upon  the  principles  of  human  reafon 
only,  where  one  has  been  admitted,  the  other  has  al- 
mofl  univerfally  followed :  it  is  indeed  very  diffiailt  to 
feparate  thefe  ideas.  At  the  fame  time  it  mufb  be  al- 
lowed, that  the  apparent  irregularities  in  the  moral 
world  are  too  obvious  for  any  man  of  refle(5tion  not  to 
perceive,  that  the  delign  of  a  moral  government  (as 
far  at  lead  as  individuals  are  concerned  in  it)  is  not 
perfected  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  exigence. 

Individuals,  therefore,  whateverbe their  condition, 
may  reft  affured,  that  the  fcene  is  not  finally  clofed 
here,  but  that  they  may  lool^  forward,  with  a  juft  and 
reafonable  confidence,  to  a  future  ftate,  in  which  all 
thefe  irregularities  vvill  dillippear. 

With  refpecft  to  Coiumunities,  the  cafe  is  very  dif- 
ferent. 

As 
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As  fuch,  they  will-  not  exill  hereafccr ;  and  ihcrcfure  It 
is  highly  rcafonabie  to  conclude,  that  as  fuch  they  will 
invariably  receive  their  poriion  of  reward  or  punlili- 
inent  here. — So  far  mere  human  reafon  may  venture  to 
go — and  has  gone. — For,  to  exempt  the  Deity  en- 
tirely from  all  attention  to  the  concerns  of  this  world; 
to  fuppofc  him  totally  regardlefs  of  the  difpofition  and 
conda6t  either  of  nations  or  of  individuals,  v/as  never 
the  language  of  right  reafon  and  true  philofophy,  even 
in  the  heathen  world ;  but  the  wild  aifertion  only  of 
a  few  licentious  theorifts  -,  who,  confidering  indolence 
and  fenfual  gratifications  as  the  primary  objeds  of  de- 
fire,  conferred  upon  their  deity,  what  was,  in  their 
opinion,  the  completion  of  happinefs,  a  liftlefs  and  volup- 
tuous immortality. — The  more  fober  fages  of  antiquity 
rejeded  with  difdain  fuch  degrading  ideas  of  a  moral 
Governor,  and  afierted,  with  great  force  of  argument, 
the  prefiding  care  of  Providence  over  human  affairs ; 
and  maintained  ftrenuoufly  that  mankind,  confidered 
either  colledtively  or  individually,  could  by  no  means  be 
permitted  to  remain  for  ever,  either  impious  without 
punilhment,  or  pious  without  reward. 

Nor 
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Nor  were  thefe  opinions  confined  to  phllofoph'ers 
alone;  they  were  the  general  and  prevailing  fentiments 
among  the  moft  virtuous  people  of  antiquity.— During 
the  happieft  ages  of  the  Roman  Commonwealth,   a 
ilrong  difpofitlon  to  piety,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  a  fuper- 
intending  Providence,  under  every  circumftance,  whe- 
ther of  profperity  or   of  adverfity,  were   the    leading 
features  in  the  character  of  the  nation.     A  number  of 
very   ftrlking   eulogies    are    beftowed    by    their   great 
(f)  orator  upon  his  countrymen,  for  this   pious  turn 
of  mind,  by  which   they  were  fo  honourably  diftin- 
guiilied ;  and    their  beft  hiftorian  perpetually  reminds 
us  of  the  conne(5lion  which  has  been  fo  much  infifted 
upon,  between  the  religious  fentiments  and  condu(5t  of 
individuals,  and  the  welfare  of  the  publick  (^).     His 
obfervations  to  this  efFe(5l  are  fo  uniformly  confirmed  by 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  Roman  Hiftory,  that  a  great 


(/")  See  particularly  his  oration  De  Harufpicum  Refponjis  in  Senatu» 
(^)  **  Intucmini  horum  deinceps  annorum  vcl  fecimdas  res,  vel  ad- 
verfas,  invcnietis  omnia  profpera  evenifle  fequentibus  decs,  adveda 
fpernentibus."  .  T,  Livii,  lib.  5.  c.  51. 


u 
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modern  (/)  Politician,  though  not  much  difpofed  to 
adopt,  in  its  full  extent,  the  true  dodtrine  of  Provi- 
dence, is  obliged  reluctantly  to  confefs,  that  he  is  very 
much  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for  the  remarkable  fuc- 
cefs  and  failure  of  the  Romans,  at  diiferent  periods  of 
time,  upon  any  other  principle. 

If  fuch  then  were  the  beneficial  efFc<fls  of  reli- 
gious fentiments  and  condudt  on  the  affairs  of  an 
Heathen  Nation,  has  there  now  taken  place  fo  great 
a  change  in  the  conftitution  of  things,  that  no  public 
bleffings  may  be  prefumed  to  follow  from  the  well- 
diredled  piety  of  a  Chriftian  people,  nor  any  public 
difafler  be  apprehended  from  their  impiety?  No  j 
there  is  a  natural  tendency  which  juft  notions  of  Re- 
ligion cannot  but  have  to  promote  the  welfare  of  every 
government,  by  making  the  members  of  it  peaceful, 
Iioneft,  diligent,  and  therefore  fuccefsful  in  their  re- 
fpecftive  callings  ^   there  is  a  refpe6l  with  which  fuch 

(z)  Difcorfi  di  Niccolo  Machiavelli,  fopra  la  prima  Dcca  di  Tito 
Livio,  libroprimo,  cap.  ii. 

C  condu<ft 
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condLi(5t  mufl  Infpire  other  nations,  and  real  prolperity 
^vill  be  derived  from  this  refpedt. — The  reverfe  too  df 
all  this  is  equally  obvious,  as  might  eafily  be  fhewnji 
upon  the  principles  of  human  reafon  only. 

But  to  turn  our  thoughts  from  Reafon  to  Revela- 
tion— from  Man  to  God. — The  new  Teflamcnt,  in  the 
moft  explicit  manner,  aiTerts  a  natural  and  moral  gdco- 
nomy  of  the  world,  condu6led  by  a  Being  of  infinite 
power,  infinite  wifdom,  and  infinite  jufticci  furveying 
the  immenfe  whole,  and  at  the  fame  time  extending 
his  paternal  care  to  the  moil  minute  parts. — Moral  agents 
are  informed,  that  whether  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
they  are  equally  vi'ithin  tlie  reach  of  his  all-feeing  eye; 
— that  fo  far  from  being  left  to  ilruggle  through  the 
prefent  fcene  of  things,   unheeded  or  undillinguiihed, 

"    (I)     THE     VERY      HAIRS      OF      their      HEAD     ARE 

"  ALL  numbered" — and  that  their  gracious  Creator^ 
though  not  always  perhaps  here,  yet  mofl  certainly  here- 
after,   "  (m)  WILL    REV/ARD   EVERY  MAN  ACCORD- 
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(l)  Luke,   xii.  7. 
{m)  Matthew,  XV i.   27. 
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f-*  iNG  TO  HIS  WORKS." — With  refpcdl  to  communi- 
ties, as  has  been  before  pbferved,  the  cafe  is  far  different : 
as  fuch,  they  will  not  exift  hereafter ;  and  we  might 
therefore  fiirly  conclude,  v/ere  Scripture  filent  upon 
the  fubjed,  that,  as  fuch,  they  will  conftantly  receive, 
in  this  world,  their  juft  punifhment  or  reward.  But 
upon  fo  very  important  a  topic  we  are  not  left  to  the 
deducftions  of  fallible  reafon  ^  we  have  the  more  fure 
word  of  Scripture.  In  the  facred  writings,  it  is  dcr 
glared,  in  the  m^oft  unequivocal  language,  that  there  is 
a  more  than  ordinary  intcrpofition  of  Providence  in 
the  revolutions  of  flates.  God  is  repeatedly  ftiled 
the  Supreme  Judge  of  Princes  and  Difpofer  of  King- 
doms;  which  are  faid  not  to  flourifli  by  mere  worldly 
power  or  policy,  but  by  his  peculiar  defignation. 
He,  we  are  told,  looks  down  with  favour  upon  the 
humiliation  and  piety  of  a  nation ;  and,  by  a  fpecial 
determination  of  his  Providence,  fends  national  cala- 
mities, as  the  chailifement  of  national  pride  and  irre- 
ligion.  The  following  awful  paflage  from  the  prophet 
Jeremiah   may   therefore    be  confidered  as  a  warning 

C  2  voice, 
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voice,  addrefled  to  the  whole  world :  (n)  "  Go  YE  now 

"  UNTO   MY    PLACE    WHICH    WAS    IN    SHILOH,   AND 
**  SEE   WHAT    I    DID    TO   IT,  FOR   THE    WICKEDNESS 


"OF    MY    PEOPLE    ISRAEL. 


>  > 


It  may  now  be  proper  to  apply  what  has  been  faid 
to  the  immediate  purpofe  of  this  day's  folemnity. 

If,  in  confequence  of  thofe  rules  of  eternal  juflice, 
which,  both  from  Reafon  and  Scripture,  we  believe  the 
Supreme  Being  to  have  laid  down  for  tTie  meafure  of  his 
proceedings,  as  Moral  Governor  of  the  world,  it  (hould 
appear,  that  the  real  profperity  of  a  kingdom  depends 
ultimately  upon  the  religious  fentiments  and  condu(5t 
of  thofe  who  dwell  therein,  and  that  national  cala- 
mities, fooner  or  later,  will  overtake  an  irreligious 
people  j  the  following  very  interefting  queftion  remains 
to  be  afked  :  Have  we  of  this  country  a  fair  claim 
(humanly  fpeaking)  to  look  up  with  confidence  to 
Heaven  for  a  continuance  of  that  favour   and  protec- 

(n)  Jeremiahj  vii.  12. 

tion. 
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tion,  with  which  we  long  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  • 
moft  fignally  bleffed  ? — There  never,  perhaps,  was  a 
time,  in  which  it  more  became  us  to  attend  to  this 
very  important  queflion  with  honeft  and  Icrlous  con- 
fideration ;  engaged,  as  we  are,  not  in  a  war  of  ambi- 
tion, of  avarice,  or  of  revenge,  but  In  a  juft  and 
neceflary  conteft  for  every  thing  which  makes  hfe 
valuable;  a  conteft  with  the  common  difturbers  of 
the  peace  of  Europe  ;  with  men,  whofe  mad  aim  it 
feems  to  be  to  introduce  every  where,  and  by  any 
means,  the  fame  wretched  degree  of  diforder,  confu- 
fion,  and  mifery,  which  they  have  brought  upon  them- 
felves.  In  fuch  a  conteft,  we  are  furely  urged  by  every 
motive  which  can  influence  the  heart,  to  make  ufe  of  all 
human  precautions,  and  to  exert  ourfelves  to  the  utmofti 
for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  unparalleled  bleftings  which  Pro- 
vidence has  gracioufly  conferred  upon  this  happy  ifland. 
Prudence,  perfeverance,  activity,  and  courage,  are  vir- 
tues, which,  in  the  conduct  of  worldly  affairs,  when 
properly  direded,  have  the  fandlion  of  revelation,  not 
Icfs  than  of  reafon,  to  recommend  and  enforce  the  prac- 
tice of  them. — But  let  us  not  for  ever  look  orily  to 

ir.eidental 
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Incidentrtl    and    immediate    caufes,    as    the    exclufive 
fources  of  national  mifcarriages,  or  of  national  fuccefs.^ 
Such  caufes  may  indeed  afford  an  eafy  folution  of  all 
difficulties,  to  infidelity,  indolence,  or  felf-conceit ;  but 
men  of  refledion,  and,  flill  m.ore,  well-informed  Chrif- 
tians,  will  look  beyond  thefe  caufes ;  and,  on  fuch  a  day 
as  this,  it  is  more  peculiarly  our  duty  to  do  fo. — Let  us- 
therefore    impartially    examine    our    hearts,    and    in- 
quire whether  the  ftate  of  religion  among  us  be  fuch  as 
to  warrant  a  well-grounded  expedlation,  that  (o)  "  god 
*'wiLL  GO  FORTH  v/iTH   CUR  AJiMiES." — This  in- 
quiry, I  much  fear,  will  not  turn  out  altogether  in  our 
favour.     Complaints  of  the   prefent   times,    efpecially 
when  made  by  thofe  who  live  at  a  diflance  from  the 
world,  are  very  frequently  occafioned  by  miftaken  or 
partial  views  of  human  life  ;  by  an  over- weening  conceit 
of  their  own  fagacity  -,  by  temporary  difappointment,  or 
habitual  difcontent.     But,  without  being  under  any  iuch 
influence,  every  man  who  refledls  ferioufly  upon  his  own, 
character,    or    obferves    attentively    the    charadlers    of 
thofe  around  him,  m-uft  acknowledge  that  therq  is  in 


(o)  Pfalm,  xJiv.  10. 

this 
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this  country  a  vifible  decay  of  that  piety  which  is  fg 
earneftly  prefTed  upon  us  in  Scripture,  as  the  life  and 
foul  of  Chriftianity. — To  account  for  our  negled  of  fo 
facred  a  duty,  it  is  not  enough  to  fay  what  has  beenT 
fo  often  faid  already,  that  ambition,  avarice,  and 
pleafure,  abetted  by  the  loofe  maxim's  of  the  world, 
are  caufes  fully  adequate  to  the  effed.  This  will  not 
entirely  clear  up  the  point.  We  muft,  I  think,  go  a 
little  further. — During  the  mofc  unfortunate  and  dif- 
graceful  period  of  our  hiftory,  a  falfe  femblance  of  piety, 
coniifting  of  extravagant  flights  of  devotion,  of  inward 
raptures,  and  bodily  agitations,  had  well  nigh  banilhed 
from  the  kingdom  every  appearance  of  pure  and  un- 
defiled  rehgion.  Upon  the  return  of  a  better  form  of 
government,  and  of  the  free  and  public  profeffion  of 
a  more  genuine  farth,  that  hypocritical  fandtity  which 
had  fo  long  ufurped  the  refpedablc  name  of  piety, 
brought  devotion  itfelf  into  difrepute ;  and  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  nation,  alarmed  at  the  ccnfequcnces  of  that 
fanaticifm  under  which  they  had  experienced  fo  many 
evils,  ran  violently  into  the  oppofite  extreme  of  lukq- 
warmnefs  and  indifference.— This  very  dangerous  ex- 
treme 
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treme  has  ever  fince  been  more  and  more  prevalent  -, 
and  w^e  are  now  become  fo  exceedingly  apprehenfive 
of  appearing  to  fall  into  an  enthufiaftic  flrain  of  devo- 
tion, that  we  are  in  danger  of  lofing  entirely  that  true 
piety,  which  for  many  years  after  the  reformation  was 
the  diftinguifhing  charaderiftic  of  this  kingdom. — It  is 
no  part  of  my  defign  to  make  a  vague  and  melancholy 
declaration  againft  the  wickednefs  of  the  age  we  live 
in  ;  fuch  an  office  is  feldom  ufeful,  and  can  never  be 
agreeable. — On  the  other  hand,  thefe  are  not  times,  nor 
is  this    an  occallon,  or  a  place,   in  which  it  can  be 
allowable  in  any  degree  to  diflemble  the  truth. — The 
fpirit  of  piety  is  departing  from  us,  and  in  its  room  a 
fpirit  of  falfe  philofophy,  a  difbelief  or  diftruft  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  an  ill-placed  confidence  in  our  own  rea- 
fon,  and  in  **  the    arm  of  flesh,"  are  theleading 
features  in  the  difpofition  and  chara<^er  of  by  far  too 
many  in  every  fituation  of  life.     This  moft  certainly 
is  not  the  character  and  difpofition  of  mind  wherewith 
to  come  before  the  Lord  to  appeafe  his  anger,  or  to 
avert  his  judgments,  much  lefs  to  bring  down  upon 
our  fleets  and  c;rmies  that  blefling  and  aid,  of  which  we 

8  muil 
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ftiull  always  fland  in  need.: — But,  thanks  be  to  God, 
^vc  are  ilill  permitted,  notwithflanding  our  manifold 
ottences,  to  entertain  encouraging  hopes  of  national 
profperity  and  fucccfs  ;  becaufe  the  means  of  fecuring 
to  ourfelves  an  intcrcll:  in  the  divine  mercies  are  yet 
.-within  our  reach,  and  thefe  means  are  fo  obvious,  that 
they  can  never  be  millaken. 

If  the  promifes  of  God  are  conditional,  the  condi- 
tions are  not  hard ;  and  it  is  man's  moft  important  in- 
tereft,  as  well  as  his  greateft  duty,  by  readily  comply- 
ing with  thofe  conditions,  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  them.  The  moft  gra- 
cious declarations,  not  only  of  pardon  but  of  favour  and 
protedion,  are,  in  the  Gofpel,  made  to  all  thoile  who, 
with  faith  in  the  atonement  made  for  fin  by  their  Divine 
Mafter,  are  induced  fincerely  to  repent,  and  to  evince,  by 
a  total  change  in  their  will  and  affedtions,  the  fincerity 
of  their  repentance. — Inftead,  therefore,  of  liftening  to 
every  vifionary  projed:  of  reformation  in  our  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  eftablidiment,  let  each  of  us  endea- 
vour ferioufly  to  reform  himfelf,  and  others  alfo,  as  far 

D  .  as 
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;as  his  influence  reaches. — Such  a  reformation  is  really 
wanted,  and  ardently  wiflied  for  by  all  who  cordially 
value,  and  rightly  underfland,  the  iTappinefs  they  enjoy 
under  a  form  of  government  which  is  the  envy  or  ad- 
miration of  the  reafonable  part  of  mankind.  Such  a 
reformation  will  entitle  us  to  hope  for  and  ex- 
ped:  that  affiitance  and  defence  from  the  great  Dif- 
poferofall  things,"  fqj  which  will  fight  for  us 

"  AGAINST  OUR  ENEMIES,  BETTER  THAN  A 
"  MIGHTY   SHIELD." 

Let  US  then  humbly  implore  the  Supreme  Being  to* 
infpire  us  with  deep  contrition,  and  a  repentance 
produdive  of  real  amendment  of  life ;  let  us  alfo 
heartily  endeavour  ourfelves  to  co-operate  with  his 
divine  grace. 

When  we  have  done  this,  we  have  done  all  that  is 
required  of  us,  and  may  fubmit  to  every  event  with 
cheerful  refignation;  for  even  under  the  mofi:  melan- 
choly of  thofe  various  changes  to  which  human  life 

(q)  Ecclus.  xxix.  13. 

at 
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ftt  all  times,  but  more  particularly  in  a  time  like  this, 
is  unavoidably  expofed,  a  iincerc  Chriftian  may  not 
only  fland  up  with  the  ftoical  philofopher,  ferene  and 
undifmayed,  but  he  may  apply  to  himfelf  the  pious 
and  animating  fentiments  of  the  prophet  Habakkuk. 
'*  (r)  Although  the  fig-tree  shall  not 
'*  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the 
"  vines,  the  labour  of  the  olive  shall  fail, 
"  and  the  fields  shall  fleld  no  meat; 
**  the  flocks  shall  be  cut  off  from  the 
"  fold,  and  there  shall  bb  no  herd  in  the 
"  stalls:  yet  i  will  rejoice  in  the  lord, 
"  i  will  joy  in  the  god  of  my  salvation." 

(r)  Habakk.  lil.  i;,  i8. 
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HEBREWS,     XIII.     9. 

BE      NOT     CARRIED     ABOUT     WITH     DIVERSE     AND 
STRANGE      DOCTRINES. 

THE  extenfive  and  benevolent  defign  uniformly 
purfaed  by  God  in  the  Chriflian  revelation,  is 
the  promotion  of  man's  happinefs,  upon  an  enlarged 
view  of  his  true  interefts  ;  the  duties  which  are  ordained 
refult  from  an  uniform  regard  to  the  nature  of  man, 
and  to  his  actual  fituation  in  life,  from  a  confideration 
6f  that  diverfity  of  talents  and  faculties,  of  tempers  and 
difpofitions,  with  which  men  are  endued  ;  from  a  con- 
fideration of  their  external  circumftances,  the  relation 
which  individuals  bear  to  each  other  and  to  fociety, 
the  relation  which  they  bear  to  their  Maker ;  and  from 
a  contemplation  of  man  as  a  compound  being,  con- 
8  Minx 
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lifling  both  of  foul  and  body,  and  as  looking  forward 
to  a  future  life,  the  blifs  or  mifery  of  which  is  to 
depend  upon  his  own  condudl  during  the  Hate  of  his 
trial  and  probation  here  on  earth. 

Thus  the  Gofpel  difpenfation  is  founded  not  upon 
an  imaginary,  but  upon  a  real  flate  of  things;  upon  fuch 
a  perfedt  acquaintance  with  human  nature  and  human 
wants,  as  mull  of  necelTity  belong  to  our  omnifcient 
and  almighty  Creator,  who,  "  "^  discerneth   the 

f'  THOUGHTS  AND  INTENTS  OF  MAN's  HEART," 
^  -j-WHO  KNOWETH  WHEREOF  WE  ARE  MADE," 
*'  t  WHO  IS  MIGHTY  IN  WISDOM,  WONDERFUL  IN 
"  COUNSEL." 

The  affedionate  concern  of  God  to  mankind,  as 
difplayed  in  the  Gofpel  (confidcred  fimply  as  a  rule  of 
life)  is  not .  confined  to  an  account  of  thofe  virtues 
which  are  to  be  pradtifed,  and  of  thofe  vices  which 

•*  Heb.  iv.  12.  t  Pfalm  ciii.  14. 

X  Job  XXXV i.  5.     Ifaiah  xxviii.-  29. 

are 
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are  to  bfe  avoided,  to  a  declaration  of  thofe  awful  fane-. 
tions  which  attend  the  obfervance  or  the  negle(ft  of  the 
divine  law,  and  to  a  recital  of  all  thofe  motives  which 
may  encourage  us  in  the  purfuit  of  our  real  good,  and 
may  deter  us  from  the  perpetration  of  all  that  is  evil  in 
itfelf,  and  in  its  eiFeds  mofl  calamitous  to  man ;  but  it 
extends  itfelf  ftill  farther,  to  the  fuggefting  much  pru- 
dent and  falutary  caution,  to  guard  men  againft  many 
obftacles  to  their  happinefs,  or  to  their  fuccefs  in  the 
purfuit  of  it :  with  this  view,  fundry  precepts  are  dif- 
perfed  throughout  the  Gofpel,  v/arning  men  againfc  a 
\'ariety  of  temptations  which  may  feducc  them  from 
the  belief  or  the  practice  of  Chrillianity ;  with  this 
view  the  Apoflle,  in  my  text,  warns  thofe  whom  he  ad- 
dreffes  againil  an  error  which  would  endanger  both 
their  faith  and  virtue,  by  enjoining  them  "  not  to  be 
"  carried  about  w^th  diverse  and  strange 
**  doctrines/' 

By  what  rule  then  are  men  to  dired  their  ccndud  ? 

Qn  what  grounds  are  they,  to  eflablilh  their  faith  ?     On 

2  ^^e 
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the  revektion  of  that  God  who  Is  manifeft  "  *■  FRaAf 

**  THK  CREATION  OF  THE  WORLD  BEING  UNDER- 
"  STOOD  BY  THE  THINGS  THAT  ARE  MADE;"  "-f-ON 
'*  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  APOSTLES  AND  PRO^ 
*'   PHETS,  JESUS  CHRIST  HIMSELF  BEING  THE  CHIEF 

"  CORNER  STONE;"  on  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  as  pra- 
rnulgated  by  Chrifb,  and  explained  by  his  Apoftles , 
truths  confirmed  not  only  by  their  own  intrinfic  excel- 
lence, but  alfo  by  the  concurrence  of  every  external  tef- 
tlniony.  Having  embraced  the  Gofpel,  Chriftians  are 
frequently  enjoined  no  longer  to  liften  to  any  contrary 
fuggeftions  of  their  own  hopes,  of  their  own  fears,  their 
own  paffions  or  their  own  imaginations,  any  more  than 
to  the  deluiions  of  other  men,  but  to  "  %  hold  fast 
**  THE  FORM  OF  SOUND  WORDS,"  as  the  declared  will 
of  God,  and  "  neither  to  add  thereto  nor  di-? 

'^  MINISH   FROM   IT." 

The  wifdom  of  the  apollolic  injuncllon   is   abun- 
dantly evinced  by  the  dangers  juftly  to  be  apprehended 
*  Rom.  i.  20.          f  Ephcf.  ii.  20.         %  2  Tim.  i.  13, 

from 


r  9  ] 

from    ''DIVERSE    AND    STRANGE    DOCTRINES,"    left, 

from  their  ipecious  and  inipofing  alped:,  their  novelty, 
their  tendency  to  flatter  and  feducc  the  reafon,  or  to 
gratify  the  evil  propenfities  of  men,  they  Hiould,  with 
all  their  filfehood,  be  eagerly  received :  fiich,  befides, , 
is  the  clofe  connexion  betv^reen  opinions  and  pradice, 
that  falfe  principles  once  enti^rt;iined  neosilarily  lead  to 
erroneous  conduct ;  falfe  notions  of  God  and  his  will 
create  unfit  jvotlons  of  the  nature  of  that  duty  wliich  is 
owing  both  to  him  and  to  our  fellow-creatures.     If 
we  once  depart  from  the  foundncfs  and  fnnplicity  of 
the  Gofpel,  we  are  liable  to  errors  complicated  and  in- 
finite, each  tending  to  the  corruption,  and  finally  to 
the  deftrudion,  of  all  true  religion. 

The  caution  of  St.  Paul  is  clearly  direded  againfl 
fluduation  in  religious  principle,  againil:  a  departure 
from    the  faith  of    "  *  jesus    christ,    the  same 

"    YESTERDAY,  TO-DAY,   AND   FOR    EVER;"    but  the 

dyty   of  the  prefent  occafion  induces  me   to  coafider 

*IIcb.  xiii.  8. 

B  this 


[       10      ] 

this  caution  as  extending  to  civil  as  well  as  religious 
opinions,  as  warning  us  not  to  fwerve  from  oar  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  either  of  God  or  man  (indeed 
our  fubmiffion  to  the  latter  is  founded  in  the  exprefs 
commands  of  the  Gofpel,  and  therefore  is  ftridly  a 
part  of  our  Chriftian  obedience)  not  to  be  carried  about 

"  WITH  DIVERSE   AND  #TRANGE  DOCTRINES."" 

.  The    fad    caufe  of   this  folemnity  recalls   to   our 
minds,  not  only  the   lamentable  confequences  ariiing 

from    "    DIVERSE     AND     STRANGE     DOCTRINES,"    aS 

exemplified  in  the  heavy  guilt  of  this  day,  and  in  all 
the  difaftrous  circumllances  attending  the  corruption 
of  our  religion,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  eilabliflied 
government,  but  alfo  fuggefls  the  danger  of  falfe  doc- 
trines, refulting  from  the  variety  of  delufive  artifices 
employed  for  their  practical  application,  and  ultimate 
fuccefs. 

The  accompliihment  of  all  the  mifchief  which  was 

at  length  achieved,  and  the  confequent  change  \\hich 

^  was 
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was  wrought  in  the  nation,  from  the  height  of  unex- 
ampled profperity,  to  a   flate  of  the   moft  aggravated 
calamity  and  wretchednefs,  was  not  a  work  of  trifling 
difficulty;  it  was  eifefted  by  much   wicked  induftry 
and  profound  deceit ;  the  leading  authors  of  the  mif- 
chief  were  few,  but   indefatigable  -,  their   real  defign 
was  concealed  even  from  their  friends ;  falfe  pretences 
from  time  to  time  were  affumed ;  they  applied  them- 
felves  to  the  hopes  of  fome  men,  in  prefenting  objedls 
of  ambition,  to  the  fears  of  others,  by  holding  forth 
the    neceffity   they   would   have  for  their  protection, 
to  the  vanity,   the  malice,  or  anlmofity  of  others,  by 
promifes  of  diftindion,  or  an  application  to  their  per- 
fonal  refentment ;  they  impofed  on  the  underftandings 
of  the  weak  and  ignorant,   they  inflamed   the  public 
mind,  by  inventing  fhamelefs  calumnies  againfl:  many 
of  thofe  in  high   fituations,  by  transferring  their  ca- 
lumnies from  men  to  things,  from   thofe  who  admi- 
nifl:ered  the  government  to  the  frame  of  government 
itfelf,    from  the   clergy   to  the    eftablifhed   religion; 
by  exalting   the    purity   of    their   own    views,    and 

B  2  upbraiding 
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uptrtildiiig  every    one  who  difiercd   from  ihem   with 
tlie  molt  iniquitous  defigns.     By  fuch  arts   did  thcfe 
men  pervert  the  underftandings   of  many,   and  itifle 
every  generous  fcntimcnt  of  humanity  or  juilicej  by 
fuch  arts   did  they   fo  pofiefs   themfelves  of  the  pfe- 
vaihng  paflions   of  men,   as   to  induce  even   fonie  of 
large  property  and  extenfive   influence    to  enter   intrt 
defperate  projects   of  innovation,   which  in  their  fuc- 
cefs   would   necellarily  endanger  the  fecurity  of  that 
property,  of  every  obje6t  dear  to  them,  as  well  as  the 
lives   and   liberties  of  their  fellow   fubjedl:*.     Hence 
were  the  leaders  of  thofe  times  enabled  to  fubvert  the 
eftabliihed  religion  ;  hence  were   they  enabled,  after 
real  grievances  had   been  redrellcd,   to  deprive    their 
kgitlmate  Sovereign  of  his   juft    power;    hence    did 
tiiey  enter  into  that  dreadful  ftruggle  v/ith  tJieir  injured 
Monarch,  and  afterwards  into  vehement  contentions 
nmongft  themfelves^     The  moft   iniportant  fecurities 
for  their  civil  liberty  had  been  obtained  j  but  they  were 
deaf  to  the  did:ates   of  wifdom  and  juftice.     Though 
asnp'e  protection  was  afforded  them  on  the  part  of 

the. 
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the  government,  they  negledlcd  the  claims  of  loyalt)*', 
and  the  reciprocal  duty  of  obedience ;  they  difre- 
garded  that  fundamental  and  eternal  law  of  juftice, 
to  render  unto  all  their  due;  they  difregardcd  this 
law,  not  only  as  confirmed  by  revelation,  but  as  efpe- 
cially  applied  to  this  very  duty  of  obedience,  to  ren- 
der "  *  TRIBUTE  TO  WHOM  TRIBUTE  IS  DUE, 
"  CUSTOM  TO  WHOM  CUSTOM,  FEAR  TO  WHOM 
"  FEAR,  HONOUR  TO  WllOiil  HONOUR  ;"  **  -jf  TO 
"  RENDER  UNTO  C.^SAR,  THE  THINGS  WHICH  ARE 
*'    QJESJ^r's;    and   UNTO   GOD,  THE   THINGS  WHICH 

"  ARE  god's."  Had  they  attended  to  thefe  impor- 
tant principles,  they  would  not  have  ficriftced  the 
good  order,  the  fecurity,  and  the  religion  of  a  whole 
nation  to  their  own  felfifli  gratifications,  to  their  vanity 
and  inordinate  lufk  of  power  :  to  ufe  the  words  of  a 
great  body  of  men  who  were  originally  led  to  co-ope- 
rate with    them,  **  faj  JVhked  and  ambitious  pcrfons 

*  Rom.  xiil.  7.  t   ^^^^^-  xxii.  21 . 

{a)  Vide  Addrefs  of^  AnabaptiUs  to  Charles  II.  then  at  Bruges.  Cla^ 
reiki,  vol.  iii.  page  491. 

■^  **  'would 
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"  would  720t  fecretly  have  maftaged  their  hellijlj  dejigm 
"  under  the  plaiifible  and  gilded  pretences  of  liberty 
**  and  reformation  :'' — *'(b)  They  ivould  not  have  put 
"  a  yoke)  an  heavy  yoke  of  iron  upon  the  necks  of  their 
**  own  countryjnen  j  they  would  not  have  thrown  down 
*'  the  walls  and  bulwarks  of  the  people's  fafety»' 


And  here  it  is  material  to  obferve,  of  what  high 
moment  it  is,  in  every  circumftance  of  human  condudt 
(and  more  efpecially  where  great  and  ferioiis  queftions 
are  involved)  that  juft  motives  and  principles  ofadiion 
fhould  be  firmly  rooted  in  the  mind;  and  this  not 
merely  becaufe  no  action  can  be  denominated  good, 
unlefs  the  end  propofed  be  laudable,  the  means  be 
warrantable,  and  the  motives  from  which  it  originates 
l>e  pure  and  juft,  but  alfo  for  the  fake  of  conftancy 
and  perfeverance  in  virtue.  In  the  inftance  before  us, 
if  the  motive  to  obedience  be  only  the  awe  of  the 
magiftrate,  or  the  fear  of  the  laws,  any  one  who, 
by  means   of   violence    or  fubtlety,   efleems   himfelf 

{h)  Clarend.  vol.  iii.  p.  492.  fol.  ed,  1704. 
■ .;    .  able 
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able  to  overpower  or  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  one, 
or  the  wholefome  proviiions  of  the  other,  will  feel  un- 
der no  farther  reftraint  or    obligation   to  obedience; 
whereas,  if  men  ad:  under  a  fenfe  of  the  command- 
ing obligations  of  juftice,   under  a  fenfe  of  the  au- 
thority of  God's  law,  and   the  controul  of  relieious 
principle,  their    obedience    will    be    cordial    and  un- 
fhaken :    they  will  not   labour    to    difcover   how   far 
they  may  fafely  proceed  in  the  execution  of  nefarious 
defigns;    they   will    "^-'abstain     from    all    ap- 
"  pear  AN  CE  OF  EVIL,"  much   morc  will  they  abo- 
minate  its   exiflence   in  themfelves ;  their  principles, 
their  profeffions,  and    ad:ions,  will  be  uniform    and 
confident :  "  '\-  walking  uprightly  they  will 
"  walk   surely  ;"  and  from   an  honefl  and   good 
heart,  will  guide  their  condud  by  the  dicftates  of  truth, 
of  fincerity,  "  and  a  pure  conscience." 

Unhappily  for  the  prefcnt  times,  no  age  has  been 
more  marked  by   "  diverse    and   stra.nge   doc- 

*  I  Thcfl'.  V.  22.  t  Prov.  X.  9. 

"   TR I NES,"' 
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**  TRiNEs,"  by  die  diffulion  of  the  moft  delufive  and 
danjrerous  maxims,  than  that  in  wliich  we  live  :  maxims 
which  are  founded,  either  upon  true  principles  mifap^ 
plied,  or  upon  tlie  moft  palpable  falfehoods, upon  the  moR: 
Aran^^e  conceptions,  and  the  grofleft  mifreprefentations 
of  man,  as  to  his  nature,  and  the  circumftances  in  which 
he  is  placed  in  the  world :  they  proceed  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  man  is  a  perfetfl  and  upright,  and  not,  as  in 
truth  he  is,  a  frail  and  fallen  being ;  that  he  is  endued 
with  reafon  fully  capable  of  itfelf,  in  all  cafes,  and  under 
all  circum fiances,  to  difcover  and  purfue  the  path  of 
duty.  With  regard  to  man's  relative  fituation  towards 
his  fellow  creatures,  certain  claims  have  been  ad- 
vanced, inconllilent  not  only  with  this  or  that  defcrip- 
tion  of  government,  but  with  every  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  with  the  very  exiflence  of  fociety.  Thefe 
theories,  which  difTolve  every  obligation  between 
man  and  man,  are  connected  with  others,  which  re- 
gard the  obligations  from  man  to  his  Maker,  and 
which  ftrikc  at  the  root  of  all  religion,  both  natqral 

and  revealed. 
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Well  were  it  for  the  happinefs  of  individuals,  and 
for  the  public  peace,  if  they  would  learn  that  Icfion, 
fo  mortifying  to  all  the  arrogant  pretenfions  of  human 
nature,  fo  degrading  to  the  boafted  dignity  of  reafon, 
fo  adverfe  to  the  corrupt  dominion  of  evil  pafTions,  but 
which  is  fo  neceffary  to  the  regulation  of  our  minds  and 
the  dire(flicn  of  our  condudl ;  if  they  would  learn  that 
important  lelTon  of  humility,  fo  flrongly  inculcated  in 
the  Gofpel ;  if  they  would  cultivate  that  "  poverty  of 
"  spirit"  moft  becoming  creatures  weak  and  imper- 
fedl  as  ourfelves,  if  they  would  not  "*  think  of  tiiem- 

"    SELVES    MORE    HIGHLY     THAN    THEY  OUGHT    TO 

"  THINK  j"  then  would  they  more  readily  admit,  and 
fteadfaflly  ad:  upon,  the  great  moral  duties  and  doc- 
trines  of  Chriftianity,    "  -f-  casting    down    ima- 

"  GINATIONS,  and  EVERY  HIGH  THING  WHICH 
"  EXALTETH  ITSELF  AGAINST  THE  KNOWLEDGE 
^*    OF    GOD." 

Bit  what  is  the  objed   of  all  thefe  lofty  claims  ? 
Wh(  nee  thefe  efforts  to   unfettle  all  ihofe  principles 

#  Ror«.  x;i.  3.  \  2  Cor.  x.   5. 
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which  have  jaftly  received  the  rcfpedland  veneration  of 
mankind  r  For  what  purpofe  are  they  made,  but  for  the 
purpofe  of  exciting  difTatisfaftion,  anarchy,  and  confu- 
fion,  by  impofmg  upon  the- credulity  of  the  weak,  and 
falling  in  with  the  corruptions  of  the  vicious  ?  Hence 
arguments  are  framed,  calculated  to  infufe  difcontent 
into  the  various  defcriptions  of  men  to  whom  they  are 
addrelTed  ;  and  unceafing  pains  have  been  employed  to 
Titiate  the  principles,  to  corrupt  the  affections,  of  the 
iiibordlnate  ranks  of  men,  and  to  tempt  them  finally 
to  betray  their  own  happinefs ;  to  feduce  them  to  at- 
tempts agalnfl  that  frame  of  government,  not  more  dif- 
tinguiHied  for  its  general  excellence,  than  for  being  that^ 
under  which  thefe  ranks  of  fociety  enjoy  great  and  valu- 
able bleffings,  blefTmgs  in  vain  to  be  fought  for  under 
any  other  Hate  of  things,  arlfing  as  they  do,  from  the 
equal  adminlftratlon  of  juflice,  andfrom  the  moderation 
of  our  laws,  by  which  "  (c)  all  of  us  have  it  in  our 
"  choice  to  do  every  thing  that  a  good  man  would  dejire 
'*  to  do,  and  are  reJlYained  from  nothing  but  ivhat  would 

(c)  Blackftone's  Commentaries,  vol.  \.  book  i.  ch.  i. 
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•*  be  pernicious f  either  to  our/elves  or  to  our  fellow  citi-^ 
^^  zens '^'  arifing  alfo  from  the  employment  and  in- 
citements held  forth  to  induflry,  by  the  multiplied  ma- 
nufactures, the  exteniive  commerce,  which  it  proteds 
and  encourages,  by  the  liberal  diffufion  of  wealth  in 
its  various  channels,  and  by  the  fecurity  of  the  fruits 
of  induflry ;  from  the  fettled  maintenance  provided  for 
the  poor;  from  the  various  charitable inftitutions  for  the 
fupport  of  age,  for  the  inftrudtion  of  childhood,  for  the 
relief  of  ficknefs,  for  the  alleviation  ofdiftrcfs,  under  all 
the  various  forms  to  which  our  nature  is  fubjed: ;  and 
moil  eminently  from  the  opportunities  afforded  for  reli- 
gious inflru(ftion  (without  which  profpcrity  mufl  lofe 
much  of  its  true  relifli,  and  adverfity  its  only  folii  con- 
folation)j  and  from  the  unmolefled  enjoyment  of  the 
feveral  modes  of  religious  worfhip. 

Still  difcontent  is  to  be  raifedj  and,  indeed,  to 
point  out  inconveniences  in  any  flate  of  life,  at  any  time, 
and  under  the  mofl  profperous  circumftances,  is  not 

C  2  a  tailv 
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a  taflv  of  much  difficulty.  It  is  the  didlate  of  expc-^ 
rience,  that  no  man,  in  any  fituation  of  life,  is  deflitutc 
6f  comforts  and  bleffings ;  and  fev/  men,  in  any  fituation, 
are  fixe  from  greater  or  lefs  inconveniences  and 
caufes  of  anxiety  :  if  any  defcription  of  men  expedl  to 
meet  with  abfolute  and  complete  happinefs,  they  ex- 
pedt  what  is  not  to  be  experienced :  for  wife  reafons 
God  has  ordained  that  human  life  fliould  be  a  mixed 
condition  of  happinefs  and  trouble,  that  thus,  by  a  flate 
©f  trial  and  imperfedt  enjoyment,  the  mind  may  gra- 
dually be  prepared  and  purified  for  the  unallayed  and 
cndlefs  blifs  of  a  future  life.  The  v/ife  and  benevo- 
lent Author  of  Nature  has  gracioufly  provided  that 
happinefs,  far  from  being  confined  to  any  particular 
fituation  or  rank,  fliould  conlifl  in  circumftances  which 
belong  indifcriminately  to  all  orders  of  men;  that  it 
fliould  conlifl  in  performing  the  duties  of  our  ftation, 
whatever  that  flation  may  be,  with  dihgence  and  in- 
tegrity; in  the  controul  of  turbulent  paffions;  in  the 
exercife  of  benevolent  affedtions ;  in  fuch  a  compe- 
tency as  is  proportioned  to  our  habits  and  fituation  of 
6  life; 
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life  i  in  a  fufficient  enjoyment  of  health;  in  the  virtue  of 
thofe  with  whom  we  are  conne(fted  by  blood,  by  friend- 
ihip,  or  by  the  daily  intercourfe  of  life  j  in  our  own  fm- 
cerity  and  rectitude  ;  in  the  protection  of  jufl:  laws  ;  and 
in  the  profeilion  and  prac5tice  of  our  religion.  Thcfc  arc 
the  principal  fourccs  of  human  happlnefs :  the  attain- 
ment of  thefe   (as  far  as  human  efforts  are  concerned) 
is  equally  within  the  reach  and  compafs  of  every  man. 
We  perceive  that  it  by  no  means  depends  on  our  filling 
one  ftation  or  another,  but  it  very  materially  depends 
upon  the  condu(^  of  our  minds,  the  regulation  of  our 
paflions,  and  the  pradtice  of  virtue  and  religion ;  on  at- 
tending to  the  proper  employment  of  our  llation,  with- 
out invading  the  province  of  others  ;  "  ^  om  stcdy- 

**    ING    TO    BK    QUIET,  AND    TO     DO  OUR    OWN"     BUSI- 
**    NESS. 

The  dclufive  dodrines  of  the  preH-nt  times,  Inflead 
of  promoting  man's  happinefs,  are  in  themfclvcs  cal- 
culated to  effe«fl  the   utter  fubverfion  of  it.     Where 

*  I  Thefli  W.  II. 
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they  have  been  generally  received,  they  have  in  fad: 
been  accompanied  by  fcenes  unparalleled  either  in  guilt 
or  wretchednefs.  Wherever  principles  of  fo  malig- 
nant a  dye  are  prevalent,  it  is  vain  prefumption  not  to 
expert  the  fame  woful  fruits  which  they  have  prc^ 
duced  in  every  other  country :  v/ith  reference  to  our 
own,  it  is  true,  that  in  contemplating  the  national  cha-. 
ra(5ler,  there  is  much  to  contemplate  with  fatisfadtion 
and  gratitude.  We  admire  the  principles  of  generolity, 
of  goodfenfe,  and  ferioufnefs,  exerted  under  the  power- 
ful and  extenfive  influence  of  genuine  Chriftianity. 
The  happy  influence  of  Chrifliianity  we  daily  and 
hourly  experience,  perhaps  infenfibly,  in  the  difpofi-  , 
tions  and  habits  which  prevail  amongfl:  us.  Let  me 
not  be  mifunderfl:ood ;  it  is  not  nieant  to  fpeak  pre-, 
fumptuoufly  of  our  religious  attainments  -,  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  be  aflerted,  that  we  are  not  in  many  points 
lamentably  defedtive  in  infliances  of  moral  and  religious 
duty:  would  to  God  there  were  on  this  point  no  jufl 
caufe  of  fhame  and  contrition  !  but  ftill  it  will  not 
be  denied,  that  the  influence  of  Chrifl:ianity,  though 
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doubtlefs  Imperfect,  is  yet  largely  and  extenfively  be- 
neficial ;  that  every  man's  obfervation  will  furnifli  him 
with  illuftrious  inftances  of  public  and  private  virtue, 
founded  on  a  fincere  religious  principle ;  and  that  the 
operation  of  this  principle  is  widely  diffufed,  and  has  uni- 
verfally  fome  efficacy,  though  varying  in  degree,  in  form- 
ing the  temper,  difpofition,  and  manners  of  all  ranks  of 
men.  In  the  national  character,  therefore,  there  is  much 
which  we  cannot  but  behold  with  fatisfadtion.  But 
what  is  the  refult  of  this?  Not  that  thefe  good  princi- 
ples cannot  poflibly  be  vitiated,  or,  if  vitiated,  that 
^  they  will  be  produdive  of  lefs  evil  than  is  the  natural 
confequence  of  fuch  corruption  :  every  good  difpofition, 
and  every  good  principle  now  exifting  in  the  country, 
is  an  additional  incitement,  and  an  additional  obligation, 
in  point  of  duty,  to  preferve  it  entire  and  untainted 
from  the  contamination  of  falfe  and  dangerous  opi- 
nions. The  value  of  the  treafure  to  be  protected  is  a 
flrong  claim  upon  our  a^ftive  and  indefatigable  vigi- 
lance, that  it  be  not  wrefted  by  violence,  or  with- 
drawn from  us  by  fubtlety.     Confident  prefumption 

is 
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IS   always    dangerous:    if  the    efforts  and    machina- 
tlons   of  the  enemy    be    active  and  unremitting,    the 
means    of   defence    iliould     be   adopted     with   equal 
alacrity    and    perfeverance.      The    nation    has    been 
apprized    of    its    danger,    and    guarded    againft     the 
artifices  employed  for  the  deftrudion  of  its  happinefs ; 
on  its  goodnefs  of  difpofition  and   foundnefs   of  mind- 
we  depend  (and,  I  truft,  under  the  providence  of  God, 
we   depend  julTily)  for  its   refolute   and  continued  re- 
finance of  all  thofe  infidious  arts  employed  to  pervert 
it,  for  its  confirmed  attachment  to  our  happy  confti- 
tution,  and  for  its  adherence  to  the  true  principles  of 
our  holy  Religion  :  our  fecurity  refts  on  the  refiftance 
of  all    thofe    unfounded    and    mifchievous    maxims, 
which  are  fo  induftrioufly  diffufed  :  but  could  we  con- 
eeive  it  pofTible  to  happen,  under  any  conjundiurc  of 
circumftances,   that    fuch   a  dreadful  infatuation  were 
to  blind  the  underflanding   of  the  nation,   and   itsaf*. 
fe-ftions  were   fo  depraved  and  debafed,  as  to   render 
the  propagation  of  thefe  delufions  generally  iuccefbfiil, 
it  were  vain  to  imagine  that  the  Sacrifice  of  our  public 

principles 
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principles  would  not  be   attended  with  the   utter  lofs 
of  thofe  virtues  which  have  fo  long  diftinguifhed  this 
.    nation  :  this  obfervation  has  been  warranted  by  the  ex- 
perience of  other  countries,  and  would  be  found  ftridly 
applicable  to  our  own.     Human  nature  is  every  where 
nearly  the  fame  :  in  every  age  and  country  mankind 
are  endued  with  the  fame  paffions,  the  fame  evil  pro- 
penfities,    the  fame    felfiflinefs    of  nature,    the    fame 
perverfenefs  of  will,  the  fame  w^aknefs,  and  the  fame 
pride  of  reafon  ;  the  controul  therefore  of  thefe  depra- 
vities,  and  the   regulation    of  thefe  difpofitions,  have 
wifely  been  judged  neceflary,  in  all  ages,  to  the  good 
order,    happinefs,    and    fafety  of  fociety ;   hence    the 
origin  of  all  law,   hence   the   importance  of  the  doc- 
trines and  fandions   of  religion,  regarded  as  a  rale  of 
human  condu(fl.     The    charaderi  and  difpofitions  of 
particular   nations   may  render  them   more  or  lefs  in- 
clined   to  refpedt  legal    or   religious  obligations,   but 
when  the  authority  of  eflablillied  laws  is  rejeded,  and 
the  reftraints  of  religion  are  renounce^,  the  corruptions 
of  human  nature  will  remain  uncontrouled,  and  break 
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forth  in  the   perpetration  of  the  mod  atrocious  enor-* 
mities.      What   would  be   the   lamentable    condition 
of  a  country   without  religion,  has    been^  at  differ- 
ent    times  forefeen   and  defcribed  by   great  and  wife 
men ;    thefe    defcriptions,  within    our    own  obferva- 
tion,  have  been    too  wofuUy  verified.       When  it  is 
propofed  that  we  fliould  abandon  every  object  which 
the    wifdom    and  experience    of   ages    have    revered, 
it   is    incumbent    upon  us    ferioufly    and    feafonably 
to    confider  what    is     likely    to   be    adopted  in  their 
place.     What  do  the  new   principles  which  are  now 
held  forth  to  the  world  prefent  to  us?  They  ftimulate 
all  the  reftlefs  and  malevolent  pallion^  of  human  na- 
ture ;    they  excite    men  to  a6ls  of  the   mofl  heinous 
guilt,  in  the  acquifitipn  of  power,  through  all  the  rapid 
^nd  fanguinary  revolutions  of  fadtjon,  as  well  as  in  the 
maintenance  and  fupport  of  it  ;   they  multiply  and  ag- 
gravate all  the  temptations  to  the  deepefb  criminality, 
and  dcftroy  all  tiie  correctives  of  them ;  they  furnifh 
frcQi    poifon,  and  abolifli    the    antidote ;  they  render 
•man  a  Have   to  his    woril:  appetites  ^  they   make  his 
reafon  fubfervient  to  the  defpotic  fway  of  every  guilty 
I  paflion  i 
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paffion  ;  and  thu?,  by  leaving  his  inclination  and  powet 
to  commit  evil  without  reftraint,  eftablifh  him  ths 
hardened  and  mercllefs  enemy  of  the  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  fellow  creatures. 

Having  confidered  the  burden  of  guilt  and  wretch- 
cdnefs,  *'  THti  overflowings  of  ungodliness"  and 
mifery,  which,  through  the  means  of  fatal  delufion, 
overfpread  this  country  in  the  lafl  century,  and  having 
fuggeiled  fome  confiderations  refpecfting  thofe  falfe 
and  ftrange  dodlrines  which  have  been  more  recently 
advanced,  let  us  now  tiirn  our  thoughts  to  thofe  effedts 
which  the  refledilon  on  the  paft  and  prefent  times  ought 
to  produce  in  ourfelves. 

Thjc  period  is  highly  interefiing  and  importanti: 
When  the  divine  "  jltdgments  are  in  the  earth, 

*'  MAY   the    inhabitants  OF    THE  WORLD  LEARN 

"righteousness!"  The  difpenfations  of  the  Al- 
mighty, though  they  may  be  myfterious,  yet  they 
muft  neceflarlly  be  founded  'm  unerring  juilice.     His 
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coiinlels  may  be  to  us  unfearchable,  "  *  and  his 
**  WAYS  PAST  FINDING  OUT  j"  but  it  fliouid  be  re- 
membered, that  our  underftan dings  are  very  limited, 
his  wifdom  infinite  :  let  us  not  therefore  pre  fume  to  fit 
in  judgment  over  his  counfels,  but  fubmit  our  narrow 
•apprehenfions    to  his  will,  and    "  -f  humble    our- 

'*    SELVES   UNDER    HIS  MIGHTY    HAND," 

Let  the  fatal  experience  of  thefe  times  (of  which 
this  day  recals  the  mournful  remembrance)  and  the  ob- 
fervation  of  what  is  now  palling  in  the  world,  **  work 
**  TOGETHER  FOR  OUR  GOOD."  Both  the  One  and  the 
other  are  calculated,  to  imprefs  on  our  minds  the  dan- 
gers arifing  from  "  diverse  and  strange  doc- 
trines," to  remove  that  indolence  and  fancied  fecurity 
<vhich  has  too  cfcen  rendered  a  ftate  of  profperity  fatal, 
to  excite  us  to  an  upright  and  afliduouG  attention  to  the 
employments  of  our  rciped:ive  flations,  to  an  increafed 
veneration  for  our  civil  conftitution,  which  extends  its 
equal  protcdlion  to  all  ranks  of  men,  and,  above  all,  to  an 

*  Rom.  xt.  3^.  X   I  Pet.  v.  f^ 
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uniform  and  zealous  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  Chrll"^ 
tianity.     Let   us  reft  our  virtue  upon  tliis  as  upon  if^ 
only  fu re  foundation;  kt  us  attentively  look  into  o'.' 
ov/n  hearts,  let  us  honeftly  examine  our  lives,  that  wv. 
may  reform  wliat  is  amifs,  that  we  may  improve  in 
the   performance  of  every  moral    and  chriftian    obli- 
gation }    let    us    encourage  the  obfervance   of   thefc 
duties  by  every  mean^    in  our    power,  and,  amongfi 
otb,ers,  by  guarding  men  againll    the  poifon  of  fallc 
"*  PHILOSOPHY     AND     VAIN     DECEIT;"    and   in- 
fill liug  principles  of  piety,  charity,  and  fclf- govern- 
inent,  by  early  inftrudion  and  religious  education.     If 
we  make  this  wife  and  manly  ufs  of  our  prefent  fitua- 
tjon,  if  we  labour  to  advance  in  moral  excellence,  and 
to  extend  the  influence  of  religious  principle,  we  fhali 
adopt  the  moft  probable  means  of  averting  the  anger*, 
^nd  conciliating  the  favour,  of  that  Almighty  Being  to 
whofe  mercies  alone  v/e  look  for  a  blefhng  on  our  ex- 
ertions at  this  momentous  conjuncfture;  to  whofe  pro^ 

*  Colofr.  ii.  ^ 
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te(9:ing  care  we  owe  fo  many  fignal  deliverances  of  oaf 
church  and  nation.  Such  a  conduct  will  be  the  moft 
convincing  proof  of  found  and  true  wifdom  :  and  whe- 
ther the  critical  circumflances  of  the  prefent  time  be 
defigned  either  for  tiie  punifliment  of  our  tranfgref- 
fions>  for  the  trial  of  our  faith,  or  the  exercife  of  our 
virtue,  we  ihall  by  fuch  a  condudt  enfure  to  ourfelves 
fubllantial  advantages  j  we  fhall  convert  evil  into  good, 
we  fhall  juftify  the  counfels  of  Providence  by  the  ufe 
we  make  of  its  difpenfations,  by  '*  *  being   fruit- 

"    FUL    IN    EVERY     GOOli  WORK,    AND    INCREASINQ 
"    IN  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  GOD." 

*  Colofl".  i.  10. 
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DELIVER     MY     SOUL     FROM     THE     WICKED,    WHICI-t 
IS    THY     SWORD. 

T  T  7  HE  N  David  found  himfelf  in  imminent  pe- 
ril  from  an  un^odlv,  but  powerful  adverlarv, 
he  naturallv  conlidered  the  calamirvas  proceeding  from 
God,  and  prayed  for  his  deliverance.  We  too  lee  a  very 
eonfiderable  part  of  the  Chriftian  world  menaced  by  a 
people,  who  have  profclfedly  caft  ofF  all  eftablifhed 
worfliip  of  God,  and  who  nex'erthelefs  triumph  in  their 
exceifes.  What  elle  can  we  deem  this,  than  a  confe- 
quence  of  the  fame  kind '  Therefore,  in  this  fericus 
moment  at  leaft,  the  devout  mind  muft  naturally  adinrf? 
itfelf  to  the  contemplation  of  the  ways  of  God's  Pro- 
vidence,  and  fear.     When,  truly,  did  his    jtidgmenti^ 
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appear  more  manifeft  to  the  world  ?  or  when  did  the 
vanity  of  man  more  juftly  merit  the  fe verity  of-  his- 
wrath  ?  Is  it  to  be  wondered,  that  the  violence  of  ini- 
quity fliould  be  let  loofe  to  awaken  mankind,  and  to 
make  them  know  of  a  truth,  that  the  Lord,  he  is  thi 
God?    I  Kings,  xviii.  39. 

The  warnings  of  the  prefent  time  are,  doubtlefs, 
beyond  all  that  we  yet  have  received.  We  have  lived 
to  fee  (and  that  in  the  very  centre  of  enlightened  po- 
lifhed  Europe)  a  fubverlion  of  all  order,  morality,  and 
religion,  ftill  preferving  unity  in  one  point,  to  ravage- 
and  deflroy  ;  diftraited  counfels,  regularly  pointing  the. 
moft  nefarious  defigns  5  a  change  of  men,  directors  of 
tlie  fatal  fchemes,  but  yet  the  fatal  fchemes  uniformly, 
purfuedj  and  repeated  fucceiles  furthering,  thefe  hi- 
deous endeavours  to  deftroy.  Occurrences  thefe,  fo  dif- 
ferent from  what  have  ufually  happened,  mufl  naturally 
prompt  the  mind  to  fatisfy  itfelf  of  the  caufe.  The 
caufe  muft  be  deduced  from  God.  If  ever  the  hand 
of  God  appeared  condu(^ing  the  affairs  of  men,  it 
S,  certainly 
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certainly  muft  be  allowed  to  have  {hewn  hrdf  In  the 
events  of  the  years  which  have  lately  pad  i  and  how- 
ever men  may  argue  upon  them,  and  fancy  that  they 
fee  a  guidance  to  any  one  particular  end,  of  this  we 
Hiay  be  fure,  that  they  all  muft  tend  to  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  reverence  of  his  great  name,  and  to  teach 
men  every  w/jcre  to  repent.  Ads,  xvii.  30.  If  the 
ebullitions  of  impiety  produce  difcord  and  ruin  upon 
earth,  the  righteous  will  fee  it ^  and  fear.  Pfalm  xl.  3. 
If  the  wicked  are  fent  forth  as  a  fword  to  bring  down 
the  pride  of  man,  in  the  humility  of  their  abafement, 
proud  men  will  be  forry  for  their  fm,  and  turn  to  the 
God  of  all  mercies  with  Ming  and  with  prayer,  be- 
feeching  him,  for  Chrift's  fake,  to  Ipare  his  heritage, 
and  Xofiield  them,  till  the  calamities  be  overpaji.  Pfalm 
Ivii.   I . 

The  end  of  all  God's  dealing  with  man  is  to  en- 
lighten and  purify  his  foul,  and,  through  the  varioiTS 
means  required  to  efFeduate  this  defign,  to  render 
liim  acceptable  to  himfeif.     For  this  caufe,  no  ordinary 

Tier 
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TiOi  extraordinary  meiins  have  been  fparcd.  In  the 
firil  eftablifiinient  of  his  word  among  men,  the  Al- 
inighty  thought  fit  to  manifeft  his  power  by  figns  and 
w-onders,  fuch  as  unequivocally  befpoke  a  God  bearing 
rule  over  the  concerns  of  men*  By  thefe  means  the 
truth  became  fully  eftabliilied  :  henceforth  miraculous 
interpolition  ceafed.  Not  that  God's  fuperintending 
power  was  withdrawn,  but  the  exercife  and  the  mani- 
feftatlon  of  it  were  lefs  ftriking  to  our  fenfes.  In  the 
days  of  his  moll:  vifible  interference,  miracle  did  not 
accompliili  all ;  natural  means  had  a  part  in  the  dire 
execution  of  his  wrath.  It  was  not  at  all  times,  that 
Ji're  came  //own  from  Heaveity  or  that  the  earth  opened y 
and  fw allowed  up  the  daring  unbehevers  -,  the  pefli- 
lence  alfo  raged,  till  it  had  confumed  them  3  and  the 
enemy  came  upon  them,  and  deftroyed  them.  Thefe 
laft  are  the  more  ufual  Hgns  of  God's  manifeftation  to 
us  :  and,  indeed,  thefe  are  fully  fufficient  to  the  purpofe 
of  humbling  the  pride  of  man^  and  making  him  turn 
to  God. 

As  God  then   fo  evidently  difplays  his  infinite  wif- 
dom  in   correcting   the  evil  of  this  world  by  natural 

means 
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"means  alfo,  who  fliall  fay,  which  of  thcfe  means  Is  the 
inoft  proper  for  his  purpofe  ?  Would  we  argue  from 
the  choice  of  David,  we  mufl  conclude,  that  our  fins 
are  expofed  to  the  feverer  wrath  of  God.  It  was  not 
more  religioufly  than  wifely  judged  by  him  :  /  am  in 
a  great  Jlr  ait,  let  us  fall  now  into  the  hands  of  the  Lordy 
(for  his  mercies  are  great)  and  let  me  not  fall  into  the 
hand  of  man,  2  Sam.  xxiv.  24.  So  he  and  his  people 
learned,  from  the  ravages  of  the  peftilence,  how  incom- 
patible was  pride  of  heart  with  reverence  due  to 
God. 

There  is  no  point,  in  which  man  more  furely  fails, 
than  in  endeavouring  to  fearch  into  the  deep  things  of 
God ;  than  when,  fubftituting  his  own  notions  of 
the  fitnefs  of  things  for  the  neceffity  of  them,  he 
argues,  that  the  world  mufl  be  governed  by  certain 
courfes  ;  and  that,  in  the  general  view  of  human  affairs, 
vice  mufl  always  beabafed,  and  the  righteous  invaria- 
bly triumph.  We  muft  recoiled:,  that  ive  are  jlrangers 
and  filgri?us  on  earth,  Heb.  xi.  13.     We  feek  a  better 

(  B  )  country. 
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country t  that  is,  aft  heavenly,  Heb.  xi.  i6.  In  the  in- 
termediate time,  the  free  agency  of  man,  of  the  tur- 
bulent as  well  as  the  humble,  is  to  have  its  courfe; 
our  patience  is  to  be  tried,  and  our  tendency  to  vice 
is  to  be  checked.  Whatfoever,  therefore,  comes  upon 
us  from  above,  we  mufl  accept,  and  with  trembling 
turn  to  the  amendment  of  our  hearts. 

If  our  times  have  furnished  us  with  that  rare  in- 
fiance,  of  men  cafling  off  all  fear  and  worfhip  of  the 
true  God,  and  yet  profpering  for  a  time,  through  their 
very  outrage,  the   more  fearful  token  this   (for  it  is 
contrary  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  promifes  of  God, 
as  it  is  written,  'Thou  puttejl  away  all  the  ungodly  of 
the  earth  like  drofs.  Pfalm  cxix.  119.)  that  the   hand 
of  the  Lord  diredls   the  whole.     Thus  Pharoah   was 
raifed  up  to    opprefs  the   Ifraelites   with   unheard-of 
tyranny;   but  they  learned  in   their  refcue  how  great 
was  their  deliverer.     Thus  they  became  a  fit  people  to 
whom  fiould  be  committed  the  Oracles  of  God,  Romans, 
ki.  2.  and  they  placed  their  faith  in  him.     Their  very 

fufferings 


lufTerlngs  taught  them  the  value  of  their  blefiing?,  and 
proved  to  them,  and  to  the  whole  world,  how  fearful 
were  the  judgments  of  God.  Thus  alfo,  fo  was  the 
■Kvill  of  Gody  the  haughty  Nebuchadnezzar  carried 
away  captive  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  led  them,  by 
■  this  fearful  fuffering,  to  return  to  God  their  deliverer. 
It  was  eafy  to  be  feen,  that  thefe  were  God's  fwords, 
to  avenge  his  great  name,  and  to  turn  the  hearts  of 
the  difobedient  to  the  reverence  of  his  holy  word. 

Plainly,  certainly,  if  not  equally  manifeil,  is  the 
prefent  working  of  his  almighty  power.  He  appears 
now  to  ufe  the  fame  natural  means  in  fending  forth 
a  mighty  hoft,  deriding  all  religious  principles,  void 
of  all  love  or  fear  of  God,  and  denying  Chrirt:  the 
Saviour,  who  once  died  for  all,  to  effed:  his  great 
purpofes  on  earth;  to  be  the  fcourgc  of  man's  vanity; 
and,  by  hurrying  him  through  all  the  rounds  of  tur- 
bulency,  difobtdience,  and  impiety,  to  bring  him  back 
more  furely  to  a  fenfe  of  the  value  of  godlinefs,  and 
pf  the  knowledge  of  his  fliith  and  fear. 

(B)   2  The 
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The  fuccels  of  wicked  men  is  no  argument  that 
religion  is  a  fuperfluous  care,   or  that  their  caufe  is 
juft.     Were  that  the  cafe,    then  Saul  was  righteous 
in    perfecuting    the     man    after    God's    own    heart. 
I   Sam.    xiii.   14.      It    muft    be    remembered,    that 
Chrift's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,   John,  xviii.    36. 
The  wicked  of  this  world  prevailed   over  the  Lord 
of  Life.     To  fuppofe.  that  the  finfulnefs  of  man  muft 
never  bear  rule  over  more  holy  condudt,  is  to   recal 
the  times  governed   miraculouQy   by   the   immediate 
hand   of  God;  for,  to  expedl  the  weak  things  of  the 
world    (for    fuch  are   the  faith,    the    humility,    the 
gentlenefs,  and  forbearance,  of  a  true  worfhipper  of 
our  God  and    Saviour  Jefus  Chrift)    at  all  times  to 
confound  the  ftrong,  i.  e.  the   paffions  and  violence  of     ' 
ungodly  men,  what  is  it,  but   fummoning  the  guar- 
dianfliip  of  heaven   to  uphold  them  continually  with 
a  flretched  out  arm  ?     In  all  cafes,  religion  maintains 
its  diftindl  value ;  it  may  be  troubled  on  every  fde^  yet 
not  dijlrefed ;  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair ;  perfecuted, 
but  not  forfaken;  caji  down,  but  not  dejlroyed,  2  Cor. 

iv.  8, 
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iv.  8,  9.  How  forcible  are  the  words  of  the  Pro- 
phet: "the  righteous  perifiethy  and  no  man  layetb  it  to 
heart  i  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none  confidering 
that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  e'^oil  to  come. 
Jfaiah,  Ivii.  i. 

Weak  minds  flumble  at  the  reception  of  fayings 
like  thefe;  but,  in  good  truth,  the  beUef  of  a  Pro- 
vidence befriending  goodnefs,  even  while  it  permits 
a  temporary  or  partial  oppreffion  of  it,  is  an  objed 
of  our  faith.  We  are  told,  that  thus  and  thus  God 
deals-  with  mankind;  that  the  wicked  are  God's 
fword,  to  avenge  the  earth.  We  are  to  believe,  and 
fear. 

Hence  we  carry  on  the  argument  to  eflablifh  the 
point,  that  no  one  is  to  defpair  of  God,  if  thofe  who 
depart  from  him  fliould,  for  a  time,  appear  to  triumph 
in  their  ftrengthc  We  may  reft  affured,  that  not  a 
hair  of  our  head  falls  to  the  ground  without  his  know- 
ledge.    While,  therefore,  his  great  judgments  are  in 

thtf 
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the  world,  we  muft  refrain  ourfelves,  and  hold  faft 
to  God,  but  not  forrow  as  men  who  have  no  hope; 
\  Their,  iv.  1 3. 

God's  favour  is  not  to  be  eflimated  by  any  rules 
of  worldly  fuccefs :  neither  does  his  love  exalt  every 
merit  of  the  jufl  man,y5r  ive  walk  by  faith,  not  by 
fight y  2  Cor.  V.  7  J  nor  (bleifed  be  his  mercy  and 
long  fuffering)  does  his  wrath  at  once  confume  every 
hardened  fmner.  When  the  Samaritans  would  not 
receive  our  Lord,  the  difcipks  exclaimed.  Wilt  thou 
that  we  command  fire  from  heaven^  and  confume  them,  as 
Elias  did  ?  But  he  rebuked  them,  faying^  Te  know  not 
what  7nanner  of  fpirit  ye  are  of\  for  the  Son  of  Man  is 
not  come  to  defiroy  inejis  lives,  but  tofave  them.  Luke  ix. 
54»  55»  5^-  ^^  cruelty  to  himfelf  was  not  to  be  pu- 
-niflied,  on  what  ground  is  it  to  be  expected,  that  in  the 
inferior  concerns  of  life,  defl:ru6lion  (liould  operate 
asainfh  the  fcorncr  with  immediate  energ-v,  and  cut 
him  off?  Why  a  righteous  Stephen  fliould  be  per- 
mitted to  fall  by  the  hands  of  violence,  why  a  wicked 
6  Cair\ 
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Ca'm  (hould  efcape  the  retaliation  due  to  his  grent 
crime,  are  matters  which  we  are  not  to  explore.  But 
while  we  fee  thefe  things,  we  learn  not  to  fet  up 
worldly  notions  of  fuccefs  or  failure,  as  the  criterion 
of  the  wifdoni  and  judrice  of  God. 

If   the    wicked  be    God's    Avords>  the    very  term 
implies,  that  fometim.es,  and  for  a  feafon,  they  maybe 
permitted  to  prevail.     There  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween God's  allowing  violence  to  run  its  courfc,  and 
his  ordering  wickednefs,    for  its  own   fake,   to  have 
the  upper  hand.     In    the  former  cafe,  the  great  pur- 
pofes  which  God  meditates  upon  earth  are  often  ac- 
complhhed:  man  is  converted  and  healed.     In  the  lat- 
ter, the  whole  moral   government   of  God  would  be 
overthrown.     But,  truly,    the    very   fucceffes    of  the 
wicked  are  ufually  attended  with  ruin  to   themfelves, 
effectually    teftifying    that   God   is  not  on   their  fide. 
The  fame    unprincipled  violence    which   leads  them 
■    againft  others,  ads  againft  themfelves.     When  Senna- 
cherib, even  after  experiencing  the  praeternatural  excr- 
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tlons  of  his  power  againft  him,  difregarded  the  great 
God  and  Father  of  all,  his  own  fons  turned  afide  from 
all  reverence  of  hini,  and  flew  him  in  the  temple  of 
his  vain  deity.  Would  we  here  turn  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  prefent  day  ?  Afk  whether  fuccefs  has 
fo  attended  our  enemies,  as  to  induce  one  rational  per- 
fon  to  be  parfuaded,  that  God  has  blefled  any  of  thofe 
who  have  rioted,  in  their  violence  and  impiety. 
They  have  ilricken  down  others,  it  is  true,  but  they 
have  ftricken,  more  forely  ftricken,  t)ne  another ;  and 
of  the  fucceffion  of  thefe  devourers  of  each  other, 
how  can  we  better  fpeak  of  them,  than  in  that  em- 
phatic language  of  the  prophet.  Where  are  they  ^ 
Zach.  i.  5. 

But  to  return.  Man  Is  not  to  repine,  though  he 
fee  ungodly  men  flourifli.  Arguing,  that  the  prevail- 
ing hand  of  the  unjufl-  often  bears  with  it  the  defo- 
lating  fword  of  God,  he  muft  confider,  that  the 
wicked  cannot,  perhaps,  become  this  fcourge,  till 
they  have  cafl  off  God,  and  thus,  by  preparing  their 
4  hearts 
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hearts  for  fury,  imagine  fuch  deadly  things:  Co  that 
this  very  evil  is,  in  every  part  of  it,  v/hat  God  him- 
felf  hath  fuffered  to  cffed  his  purpofcs  on  earth. 
To  this  principle  do  we  readily  trace  up  all  thofc 
fearful  and  ftrange  v/onders-,  which  have  taken  place 
in  a  neighbouring  kingdom.  Would  We  chara(5lerize 
its  prefent  fad  iituation,  can  we  do  it  more  truly 
than  by  reciting  Gcd's  denunciation  of  mifeiy  againfl 
the  fins  of  Jerufalem  ?  Behold,  the  Lord  of  hofis  doth' 
take  away  from  feriifukmi  mid  from  Judahy  the  Jlay 
£md  the  Ji^ff,  the  whole  Jlay  of  bread,  and  the  whole' 
Jldy  of  ivater,  'The  mighty  man,  and  the  mart  of  livary 
the  judge,  the  prophet,  and  the  prude  fit,  arid  the  ancient. 
The  captain  of  fifty,  arid  the  honourable  trian,  and  the 
coiinfellor,  and  the  cunHing  artificer,  and  the  eloquent 
orator.  And  I  will  ginj^  children  to  be  their  princes,  and 
babes  fi:all  rule  over  them  :  and  the  people  fall  be  op- 
preffed  eisefj  one  by  another,  and  every  one  by  his 
neighboui' :  the  child  Jhall  behave  hinifelf  proudly 
agahtft  the  ancient,  and  the  bafe  a'gainfi  the  honour abk. 
Ifaiah  iii.  i,  2,  3,  4,  5.  What  words  can  more  pointedly 

(  C  )  defcribc 
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defer ibe  the  defolation  in  that  country  ?     We  fee  with 
aftoniihment  and  ferious  pity  a  mighty  empire  con- 
vulfed  from  its  very  centre,    its  fovereign  murdered, 
its   religion  exiled,  all  civil   order,  all  venerable  efla- 
bliihments,  borne  down  with  impious  fury.     Would 
you    talk    of  property  ?  it   is  all   confifcated;   of  the 
temples  ?   they  have  been  all   mod  facrilegioully  pil- 
laged;  of   the  comforts  of  focial  life  ?    they  are  all 
interrupted   by   the    din  of  ferocious  uproar.     What 
can  we  fay  of  the  bleffings  of  art  and  fcience,  thofe 
heavenly  endowments  of  the  mind,   the   alleviators  of 
worldly    care,   the   grateful    fources   of  human   tran- 
quillity ?   they   are   all   funk  in  terrors,   poverty,    and 
diflradlion :  no  more  {cnCc  of  holy  joy  at  the  return 
of  the  accuftomed  times  and  choice  feafons  of  com- 
muning with   God  j  they  are  all  confounded  in   that 
ftrange  numeration  of  days,  which  is  fo  new  and  alarm- 
ing to  the  whole  church  of  Chrill ;  contrived,  doubt- 
lefs,  that  the  hallowed  feventh   day,  enforced  by  all 
legiflators,  and  obferved  by  all  good  men   (worfliippers 
of  the  true  God)  from  the  creation  of  the  world  until 
3  now. 
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now,  might  be  obliterated,  left  haply  there  might 
remain  any  thing  that  is  called  God,  or  worfliip,  in 
their  land. 

None  but  people,  who  had  iirft  diverted  themlelves 
of  every  religious  and  moral  obligation,  could  have 
been  thofe  fwords,  thofe  fcourges  of  the  nations,  fo 
necelTary  to  awaken  all.  Who,  then,  fliall  be  dif- 
mayed,  as  though  God  had  forgotten  to  be  gracious? 
Pfalm  Ixxvii.  9.  God  forbid  that  any  one  fhould : 
there  is  an  impiety  in  the  very  thought.  Scripture 
hath  not  left  us  without  promlfe  on  this  fubjedl 
alfo.  Thus  plainly  and  emphatically  doth  Solomon 
adm.onifli  the  faithful  in  the  Lord:  Let  not  thine 
heart  envy  finners  ;  hut  be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
all  the  day  long ;  for  furely  there  is  an  end,  and  thy  ex- 
peSfation Jhall  not  be  cut  off,   Prov.  xxiii.  17,  18. 

The  intent  of  what  has  hitherto   been  fald,   has 

been  to  vindicate  the  ways  of    God,    and   to   make 

men  aware  of   the  methods  of  God's   dealing    with 

(C)  2  them. 
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them,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  principle  upon  which  we 
may  proceed.  What  principle  ?  The  perfuading  of 
men  to  regard  the  power  of  the  Mofl  High  God, 
and  every  where  to  repent.  Who  knoweth,  if  a  man 
will  repent,  but  that  God,  in  the  midfl:  of  his  wrath, 
will  think  of  nicrcy  ?  But  how  may  our  repentance 
be  effedlual  to  gain  his  love  ?  The  foundation  of 
true  repentance  conlifls  in  queftioning  the  heart,  whe- 
ther it  be  right  before  God,  and  whether  it  believe 
rightly  in  his  holy  word.  From  infidelity  arife  every 
wicked  word  and  work.  The  facred  bond,  by  which 
we  are  held  to  God,  being  loofened,  the  ties,  by 
which  man  is  bound  to  man,  are  inilantly  difTolved. 
Hence  originate  rapine,  murder,  and  every  fpecies  of 
flagitioufnefs.  Things  proceeded  thus  in  that  dif- 
traced  nation,  which  illuflrates  and  confirms  thefe 
awful  truths.  A  fpirit  of  infidelity  had  long  been  fuf- 
fered  to  pervade  the  mafs  of  the  people,  and  to  get 
poiTeffion  of  their  minds.  In  due  progrefs,  all  religious 
notions  of  reverence  of  God,  and  of  worfhlpping  him, 
were  laughed  to  fcorn.  In  natural  confequence,  reli- 
gious 
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eious  pradice  was,  in  general,  redaced  to  mere  de- 
iigning  unprincipled  artifice,  as  intereft  or  oftentation, 
not  as  God,  directed .  What  was  it  more  than  pagan- 
morality  ?  A  morality,  that  under  the  moft  powerful 
human  aufpices,  could  not  fland:  and  no  wonder,  when 
it  proceeded  from  man's  device,  and  not  from  faith  in 
the  power  of  Almighty  God.  And  thus  is  it,  that 
darkling  infidelity  leads  man:  having  turned  him 
away  from  the  brightnefs  of  the  Sun  of  Righteouf- 
nefs,  it  perfuades  him  to  venture  forth  amidft  the 
deceitful  appearance  of  things— imder  the  reflected 
rays  of  the  light  of  man's  vain  knowledge,  and  moil 
furely  leads  him  to  deflruction. 

Faith  in  the  Mofl  High  God  is  the  fole  principle 
of  happinefs  in  this  life,  or  in  that  which  is  to  come. 
There  never  was  an  inftance  where  that  failed,  but 
the  comforts  of  life  were  rendered  infecure.  Alas! 
how  few  feek  after  God  with  an  idea  of  hope,  if  haply 
they  mayjind  him.  Ads,  xvii.  27.  Ho\y  few  bear  in 
mind,  that  God  the  Father  made  the  world,  and  all 

that 
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that  is  therein;  that  God  the  Son  redeemed  us  by  his 
blood  flied  once  upon  the  crofs ;  that  God  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fandifieth  the  ele(ft  of  God ;  and,  that  the  ever 
blefTed  Godhead  commandeth  and  exhorteth  all  men, 
every  where,  to  follow  righteoufnefs  in  the  faith  and 
love  of  Chrift  !  And  yet  this  is  the  right  faith,  which 
muft  be  kept  whole  and  unbroken,  as  being  the  only 
bulwark  againft  the  horrid  inroads  of  infidelity,  and 
the  violence  of  evil  hearts.  This  is  that  fear  of  the 
Lord  which  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom,  for  it  is  the 
power  of  God  wito  fahation.  Romans,  i.  6.  A  fubjedl 
of  this  fublime  and  eternal  importance  ought  neither 
to  be  difregarded,  nor  committed  to  the  light  treat- 
ment of  flippant  converfations ;  it  fliould  be  our 
thought  at  our  dowiifitting,  and  at  our  iiprifmg^  our 
iludy,  our  deep  refearch  3  no  knowledge  is  equal  to 
it,  none  fo  fraught  with  good:  the  confequences  of 
the  negled;  of  it  are  alarming  in  the  highejft  degree. 
We  may  call  the  whole  world  to  witnefs  the  truth 
of  what  we  fay.  See  it  now,  in  almofl:  all  its  na- 
tions, deploring    the   mif chiefs    of  an  evil   heart  of 

unbelief 
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uyibellef  in  one  country  (hence  become  the  common 
fcourge  of  all)  in  departing  from  the  living  God, 
Heb.  iii.  12. 

But  to  this  end  do  God's  judgments   fliake   ter- 
ribly the  earth,  that  man  may  go  on  from  Jirength  to 
Jirength,  from  faith  to  humility  before  God. 

But  we  may  aik,  have  the  perils  of  the  prefent 
day  as  yet  produced  a  due  effea:  upon  the  minds  of 
men,  to  excite  them  to  the  fear  of  God  ?  Vanity,  is 
it  yet  put  away?  Irreligion,  is  it  yet  checked  ?  Re- 
verence of  God's  holy  ordinances,  is  it  yet  held  in 
due  folemnity  ?  Yet  thefe  are  the  main  objeds  to 
which  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  are  direded ;  for, 
when  the  lo'^ce  of  man  is  ivaxed  cold,  what  elfe  can 
bend  his  will  to  fulfil  the  pleafure  of  the  Moil  High 
God  ? 

This  is  not  a  time  to  trifle,  to  be  blind  to  the  fms, 

rwhich  do  fo  eafily  befet  us,  Heb.  xii.  i.  or  to  make  a 

mock 
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mock  at  God,  Let  the  vanity,  the  oppref!ion,  and 
the  fraud,  be  put  away,  and' let  every  heart  be  juH  itv 
the  faith  and  love  of  Chrift.  It  is  high  time  that  ^// 
ranks  of  men  fliould  awake.  And  let  thofe,  to  whom 
the  goodnefs  of  God'  harh  given  the  pre-eminence, 
ihew  themfelvcs  the  firfl*  to  teftify  their  acknowledg- 
ments, that  all  good'  things  defcend  from  him  i  and  let 
them  tellify  it  in  the  piety  of  their  lives.  Is  it  to  be 
wilhed,  that  the  body  of  any  people  fhould  be  led  to 
adore  the  eternal  truths  of  the  grace  of  ChriH:  ?  What 
more  fure  inducement  can  there  be,  than  that  the 
higher  orders  fhould  take  the  lead  in  rehgious  humi- 
lity, in  obfcrv^ing  the  Sabbath,  in  being  inftant  in 
prayer,  and  in  being  given  to  good  vv^orks  ?  What  faith 
oitr  Lord  ?  Unto  ivbo??ip}cver  much  is  ghef?,  of  Bim  Jhall 
much  he  required.  Luke,  xii,  4^. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  triumph  of  the 
wicked,  fevere  in  its  eifecfts,  but  reivarding  evil  to 
themfckcs.  Ifaiah,  iii.  9.  But  let  no  one  pride  himfclf 
in  the  ideal  depravity  of  others.     To  his  own  mnftir 

every 


[       25       ] 

every  one  Jlandeth  or  falleth.   Romans,  xiv.  4.     Lcl  us 
72ot  be  high  minded^  but  fear.  Romans,  xl.  20.     If  our 
enemies  furioufly  rage  together,  be  it  our  iludy,  with 
all  that    humility    which    becomes  fuppliants  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  to  contraft  their   condud  with  ads 
of  piety  and  good  report.     Let  us  never  be  partakers 
of  other  7nens'  fms,   i  Tim.  v.  22.     If  they,  in  the  ful- 
nefs    of  their  heart?,  deny   God,  and  Jay,   icho  is   the 
Lord?  Exod.  v.  2.     let   us  glory,  God  is  my  king  of 
old,   Ivor  king  f ah  at  ion  in  the  midjl  of  the  earth.  Plalm 
Ixxiv.    12.      God  is    the  Lord,  ivhich  hath  JJjewed  us 
light,  bind  the  facrifce  vjith  cords,  yea  e'-cen   unto  the 
horns  of  the  altar,  Pfalm  cxviii.  27.     Is  their  language 
boailful,  and  do  tliey  fay  in   their   heart.   Our  pou'er, 
and  the  fnight  of  our  hand,  hath  gotten  us  this  ivealth  i 
E)eut.  viii.    17.   be   it    remembered   by  us,  that   thu^ 
faith  the  Lord,  Let  not  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  ivfdom, 
neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might,  nor  let 
the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches ;  but  let  him  that  glorieth, 
glory   in    this,   that   he   underfandeth  and  knorceth  7?te, 
that  I  am  the  Ijord.  Jer.  ix.  2^.     If  tliey  have   tranf- 

( D  )  grelled 
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greiTed  the  ordinances,  and  broken  the  everlalllng  co* 
venant,    let    us   teftify,  that,   BleJJed  is  the   man   that 
keepeth  the  Sabbath  fr:m  polluting  it,  and  keepeth  his 
hand  from  doing  any  evil,  Ifaiah,  Ivi.  2.     Are  they  im- 
placable, and  ready  to  flied  blood  ?  let  us  follow  the 
beautiful  dired:ions   of  the  Apoftle,  Owe  no  man  any 
things  but  to  love  one  another,  for  he  that  loveth  another 
bath  fulfilled  the  law.     For  this,  thou  Jljalt  720 1  commit 
adultery,  thou  fi alt  not  kill,  thou  Jh alt  notjleal,  thou  Jloalt 
not  bear  falfe  witnefs,  thou  fi alt  not  covet ',  and  if  there  be 
any  other  co7nmandment,  it  is  brief y  comprehended  in  this^ 
faying  :   thou  fialt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf     Love 
worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour,  therefore  love  is  the  fulfilling 
of  the  law,  Romans,  xiii.  8,  9,   10.     If  they  in  their 
monfrous  apojiacy  *  deny  Chrift,  and  fay  with  the  Sad- 
ducees  of  old,  there  is  no  refurreBion,  Matth.  xxii.  23, 
let  us   comfort    one  another,    that  the   trumpet  Jhall 
found,  and  the  dead  Jhall  be   raifed,    i   Cor.  xv.    52  y 

*  France  ufed  to  pride  herfelf,  that  her  King  was  ilyled  the  elder- 
Ton  of  the  Church, 


* 


fbai 
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that  ice  Jl:all  all  appear  before  the  judgment  feat  of  our 
Lord  and  only  Saviour  Jefus  Chrif,  that  every  one  ?nay 
receive  the  things  done  in  his  bodyt  according  to  that  bv 
hath  done,  2  Cor.  v.  10.     Thus,  contrafllng  our  faith 
with  their  unbelief,  our  charity  with  their  hatred,  our 
mildnefs    with    their  tyranny,    our    hope    in   Chrift's 
kingdom   to  come  with   their  bUnd   difregard  of   all 
the  revelations  and   promifes  of  God,  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  world,  we  ad  as  becometh  them  v/ho 
wait  for  the  falvation  of  God.    But,  and  if  there  arc 
fome  few,   nurtured  among  us,  partaking  of  the  fame 
name,  the  fame  blood,  the  fame  interefts,  the  fame  faith, 
who,  too  happy,  did  they  but  know  it,  under  the  blefs- 
ings   of   our  jufl  government,   are    wifliing  for  their 
fword  and  their  violence,  (now  the  deteftation  of  the 
^vhole  earth  befides,)  let  us  oppofe  to  them  alfo  the 
fame  mildnefs  of  the  Chriftian  fpirit,  befeeching  God, 
who  is  the  Father  of  all  mercies,  to  forgive  them  and 
turn  their  hearts ;  intreating  him,  in  whofe  hands  arc 
the  ifTues  of  life,  that  they  may  yet  live,  all  the  while 
beholding  religion  flouriiliing  amongft  us,  and  plen- 

(  D  )  2  teoufnefs 
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teoufnefs  in  all  our  borders ;  and,  above  all,  wltncfTing 
the  high  power  and  bleffings  of  the  Lord  God  omnipo- 
tent, working  cut  the  Jiability  of  our  times,  Ifaiah 
xxxiii.  6. 

The  affairs  of  this  world  are  ever  weak  and  pe- 
rilous, and  fubjed  to  the  terrors  of  violent  men.  How 
then  fliall  we  bear  up  againfl  the  tyrannous  hate  of 
thofe  who  feek  our  hurt,  otherwife  than,  while  wc 
firmly  ufe  thofe  means  of  defence,  with  which  God 
hath  amply  bleifed  us,  by  being  inilant  in  prayer 
to  the  great  Lord  of  all  ?  For  what  fhould  we  pray  ? 
Let  us  pray,  that  God  would  look  down  upon  us  with 
an  eye  of  mercy  and  companion  ;  that  he  would  defend 
lis  with  his  heavenly  fhield,  and  blefs  the  exertions  of 
this  nation,  in  the  defence  of  its  laws,  its  liberties, 
and  religion.  Let  us  pray,  that  God  would  pour 
into  our  hearts  the  true  knowledge  of  himfelf,  and  of 
the  intent  of  the  wonders  which  he  doeth  among  the 
children  of  men.  Let  us  pray,  that  through  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl  comforting 
§  us. 
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US,  and  by  the  power  of  the  blefTed  Spirit  dwelling  in 
us>  he  would  take  away  from  us  all  hardnefs  of  heart, 
and  contempt  of  his   holy  word  ;  that  he  would  give 
us  ftrength  to  avoid  all   thofe   fnares  and  temptations 
to   fm,    which    do    fo  abound  amongfl  us ;    and  that 
he  would  call  back  our  enemies  alfo  from  their  evil 
way,    to  the  good   of  mankind,  and  to  the  glory  of 
his  mod  holy  name.     Yet  again  let  us  prav,  that  all 
we  who  are  humbling  curfelves  before  him  this  dav, 
may  do  it  in  Unglenefs  of  heart,  in  his  faith  and  fear : 
particularly,   that  ive  ?nay  be  all  kindly  affe&iomd  one 
towards  another — honouring  the  King  as  fuprcme — obey^ 

.  ing  the  ordinances,  for  they  are  good  to  all — each  one 
content  with  that  he  hath,  for  it  is  great  godlinefs — and 
bearing  always  in  our  minds,  that  the  time  will  aflli- 
redly  come,  when  the  love  of  God,  which  pailcth 
knowledge,  will  recompence  the  jud  j  when  the  great- 

'  nefs  of  Chrifl's  kingdom,  that  only  lure  fountain  of 
blelTedand  eternal  hope  ^y^r  there  is  none  othername  un- 
der kea'ven,  given  among  men,  whereby  we  muji  be  faved^ 
but  that  of  'J ejus  Chriji,  Ads  iv.   12.)   Hiall  be  made 

fully 
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fully  known  to  us,  and  prove,  that  no  fufferlngs 
nor  advancements  of  this  tranfitory  life  are  ivorthy 
to  be  compared  ivith  the  glory  which  Jl:all  be  revealed* 
Romans,  viii.  1 8., 
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LUKE,    xiii.    8. 

LORD,    LET    IT    ALONE    THIS    YEAR    ALSO. 


SUCH  was  the  language  of  affedlonate  application 
for  the  Unfruitful  Tree.  The  Parable  in  which 
it  is  contained,  feems  to  have  been  intended  to  bring 
men  and  nations  under  an  examination  and  judgment 
of  their  own  mind,  by  fhewing  them,  as  in  a  mirror, 
what  they  are.  The  train  of  thought,  to  which  it  di- 
redtly  leads,  will  indeed  fhock  a  prefumptuous  con- 
fidence, with  which  fome  hearts  are  perhaps  elated. 
It  will  difturb  a  pleafing  fecurity,  into  which  many 
are  willingly  lulled.  But  ftill,  as  the  refledlions, 
which   the   Parable  will   Cu^gcO:,    muft   make   their 

way 
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•way  into  every  mind,  before  individuals  and  coni^.* 
munitie?  can  be  reclaimed  from  an  habitual  violation 
of  duty;  w^e  may  perhaps  owe  it  to  the  folemnlty  of 
this  occafion,  to  the  fandity  of  this  place,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  the  penitent  profeflion  in  which  wc  have 
now  united,  to  enter  upon  and  pui'fue  them. 

Be  it  therefore  allowed  me,  to  propofe  the  Parable> 
in  fome  of  its  parts,  for  the  fubjedt  of  prefent  con-. 
fideration. 

As  it  is  evident  that  the  human  race,  and  the  human 
charader,  are  reprefented  in  the  Parable  under  other 
names,  it  immediately  becomes  an  interefling  quef- 
tion,  into  what  flate  many  a  man's  mind  will  be 
thrown,  when  the  view  of  his  appropriated  embkm 
has  happily  brought  him  to  himfelf.  Perhaps,  with 
a  fpirit  of  penitence,  fo  flrong  as  to  fubdue  the  rifing 
reludance  of  felf-partiality,  and  fo  fincere  as  to  adopt 
the  unreferved  language  of  truth,  he  would  afTume 
fome  parts  or  other  of  the  fubfequent  confeffion. 

«  Many 
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**  Many  indeed  are  the  bleffings,  which  arife  now 
in  remembrance,  as  vvitnefles   agalnlT:  mc.     Thoui^h 
endowed  in  early  life  with  means  of  manifold  improve- 
ment, yet  am  I  left,  when  man,  thus  bare  of  all  ufefiil 
attainment,  and  pitifully  infufficient  for  the  laudable 
energies  of  life.     As  to  becoming  effort,  it  is  precluded 
by  irremoveable  incapacity  ;    and  as  to  time,  it  can 
find  no  application,  but  in  fome  frivolous  purfuit  of 
the  day.     Life  has  been  hitherto,  and  is  likely  to  be 
ftill,  palled  wildly  through,  without  principle,  with- 
out ufe,   without  happinefs.     As  to  moral  character, 
the  cafe   is  worfe  than  negative.       The    heart    once 
polielTed  fome  native    goodnefs;    and    life    gradually 
opened  into  Htuations  and  circumftances,  that  might 
have  preferved  and  improved  it.     Yet  now,  what  ap- 
pears within,  but  the  permitted  ufurpation  of  pofitivc 
evil  ?  The  broad  day  of  my  courfe  has  brought  on  an 
extinction  of  that  worth,   which  ihed  at  leaft  fome 
faint  luflre  on  its  dawn.     Eftranged  by  long  and   wil- 
ful antipathy,  from  the   influences  of  Religion,  I  am 
come  atlaft  to  feel  the  want  of  itsfupportand  confola- 
tion,  but  languifli  under  little  hope  of  making   them 
^  mine. 
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mine.  Wealth,  Eminence,  Authority,  or  at  leaH:  the 
common  relations  and  dependencies  of  fociety,  in- 
veiled  me  with  many  noble  powers  of  beneficially 
affe<5ting  others  and  myfelf.  Yet  in  all  thefe  refpedls, 
no  thanks  have  been  deferved,  and  no  comforts  have 
accrued.  Above  all,  I  dare  not  view,  with  an  altered 
Father's  eye,  what  my  children  have  been  fuiFered  to 
become.  Thus  alas !  have  Bleilings  been  loft  upon 
me.  Sufferings  too  have  been  occafionally  inter- 
pofed :  afcribed  indeed  at  their  time,  to  the  defultory 
hand  of  undiftinguifliing  chance,  but  led  on,  as  it  now 
appears,  by  the  Providential  hand  of  appropriated 
mercy.  Yet  they  too  were  baffled  in  their  office  ;  and 
left  the  heart  not  amended,  but  hardened." 

>  Whoever,  on  confidering  themfelves  thus  deeply, 
cannot  truly  difclaim  any  characfters  like  thefe,  mufl 
make  their  own  application.  That  the  evil  might 
end  with  them,  it  were  vain  to  wifh.  The  depravity 
of  individuals  can  be  no  folitary  cafe ;  the  Publick 
will  be,  what  its  feveral  members  are. 

And 


[     9     ] 

And  if,  as  a  Chr-iftlan  community,  we  were  to  take 
the  fame  furvey  of  our  flatc,  the  rcfult,  inftead  of 
ifuggefling  a  confident  fecurity,  would  demand  fome 
limilar  language  of  repentant  felf- reproach.  "  To 
**  deliverances  fignal  and  numerous,"  (fo  might  the 
confefTion  run)  the  Chriflian  Church  among  us  has 
been  indebted  for  prefervation  and  fupport,  and  for 
all  adequate  means  of  gaining  on  every  heart,  and 
forming  the  publick  mind  to  the  proper  chara(fter  of  a 
Chriftian  nation.  Yet  if  thou,  O  God,  art  come 
feeking  fruit  "  (a)  in  the  place  of  the  vineyard,  that 
"  thy  right-hand  hath  planted,"  and  from  "  the 
"  branch  that  thou  madeft  fo  ftrong  for  thyfelf,"  how 
fcanty  and  how  poor  will  the  fruit  appear  before  thee ! 
Is  the  Religious  Principle,  which  ought  to  fpread  and 
gather  flrength  under  the  influence  of  Religious 
bleflings,  either  extended  in  prevalence,  or  reinforced 
in  fway  ?  Does  it  maintain  a  ruling  diredion  in  the 
feveral  clafles  of  fociety,  by  controuling  the  exceffcs  of 
paflion,  and  regulating   the  movements  of  hfe  ?  No  : 

(c)  Pfalm,  Ixxx.  15. 

B  it 


[      10     ] 

it  is  overpowered  by  the  reftlefs  agitations  of  buflnefs  ; 
it  is  outraged  by  the  guilty  fcenes  of  voluptuous  hfe ; 
it  is  explained  away  by  the  cafiiillical  delulion  of  an 
infidious  Philofophy.  Then,  as  at  an  entrance,  which 
either  neghgence  or  defign  has  left  v/ithout  a  guard. 
Evil  makes  unrefifled  inroad  into  the  heart ;  and  com- 
mences there  the  produftion  of  all  its  fubfervient 
principles.  Thence  they  iiTue,  to  wafte  the  moral 
beauty  of  God's  rational  creation,  and  to  taint  the 
precious  fources  of  particular  and  general  biefling. 
Had  the  Religious  Principle  gone  forth  in  its  ftrength, 
then  indeed  private  virtue,  like  a  vigorous  and  healthy 
tree,  would  have  expanded  itfelf  over  the  whole  com- 
munity, accumulating  its  various  produce  in  publick 
happinefs.  But  now,  the  tree,  though  "  f^J  planted 
"  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,"  yields  not  the  fruit 
adequate  to  fo  favourable  a  fituation. 

Such  is,  in  individuals  and  communities,  that  unpro- 
fitablenefs  under  great  means  of  good,  that  barrennefs 
as  to  Chriftian  charad:er,  which  the   Parable  implies. 


(b)  PfaliTJj  xcii.   12. 

and 
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and  on  which  it  proceeds.  And  if  this  be  confefledly 
our  own  national  cafe,  the  turn,  which  the  Dreller  of 
the  Vineyard  gave  to  his  interceflion,  becomes  of 
courfe  the  more  material  and  interefl:ing. 


Of  that  aggravated  worthleflhefs,  which  was  im- 
puted to  the  tree,  he  offered  no  palliation  :  and  th 
juftice  of  its  immediate  excifion  he  feems  to  have  ad- 
mitted. And  what  Wifdom  and  Redlitude  induced 
him  to  admit  on  the  part  of  his  objedl,  Reafon  and 
Truth  will  require  us  to  confefs  on  our  own. 


e 


For  if  individuals  cr  a  people  have  perverted  to  a 
courfe  adlually  vicious,  the  very  means  which  fliould 
have  conduded  them  to  virtue ;  or  even  if  they  have 
done  Nothing  under  the  important  truils  and  bleffings 
of  God,  and  have  fo  far  defeated  that  fovereign  intereft 
of  his,  the  advancement  of  human  happinefs  by  the 
improvement  of  human  virtue;  what,  it  may  be  afkcd, 
is  it  in  their  power  either  to  fliy  or  to  do,  to  extenuate 
the  guilt  they  have  incurred,  and  to  avert  the  punifli- 
ment  they  defer ve  ? 

B  1  They 
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They  may  prefer  the  plea  of  Repentance. 

But  to  an  adtual  improvement  of  divine  gifts,  under 
flates  of  manifold  kind,  and  under  relations  of  ex- 
tenlive  reach,  their  obligation  lay.  And  forrow  for 
having  failed  to  difcharge  it.  differs  fo  greatly  from 
having  really  fulfilled  it,  that  the  former  cannot,  upon 
any  evidence  which  nature  can  difcover  or  truft,  be 
concluded  a  fatisfadory  fubftitute  for  the  latter. 

They  may  urge  the  promife  of  Future  Fruit- 
fulness. 

But  even  this  feems  to  carry  no  certain  and  deci- 
five  weight  in  the  cafe.  For,  be  future  fertility  what 
it  may,  ftill  the  guilt  of  antecedent  barrennefs  m.uft 
remain  what  it  was.  After-condud:,  anfwering  at  the 
beft  only  for  itfelt,  changes  not  the  nature  and  demerit 
of  former  behaviour.  And  befides,  the  promifed  fruit- 
fulnef?,  even  fuppofing  it  fufficient  to  compenfate  for 
preceding  barrennefs,  may  either  begin  too  late,  and 
be  immaturely  broken  off  by  death;  or  it  may  never 

commence. 
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commence,  as  many  or  moft  of  the  times,  the  places, 
the  occafions,  the  circumftances,  in  which  the  good 
part  fliould  have  been  adted,  but  was  not,  will  have 
pafTed  off,  to  return  no  more. 

Such  appears  the  infufficiency  of  human  pleas  and 
promifes.  So  that  the  fentence  in  the  Parable  "  cut 
*'  it  down,  why  cumbereth  it  the  ground,"  might  have 
been  defervedly  and  juftly  fulfilled  upon  the  tree,  and, 
by  parity  of  reafon,  upon  every  man,  and  every  na- 
tion. 

Universal  and  extreme,  then,  was  the  need  of  an 
IntercefTor ;  of  One,  w^ho  could  offer  to  God,  what 
man  could  not  offer,  reafons  certain  and  real  for 
vouchfafing  indemnity  to  the  guilty.  To  fuch  an  In- 
terceffor,  and  to  the  ground  of  Interceffion  which  it 
pleafed  him  to  take,  the  Parable  feems  almofl;  imme- 
diately to  condu<5l  our  view. 

The  Dreffer  of  the  Vineyard  began  indeed  with  the 
intreaty,  "  Lord,  let  it  alone  this  year  alfo." 

And 


And  certainly  upon  concefTion  as  to  time,  all  hope 
muft  reft  its  primary  dependance.  But  to  vouchfafe 
fo  much  as  this  is  mercy,  and  even  more  than  mercy. 
To  prolong  the  being  of  micn  and  nations,  is  a  con- 
tinued exercife  of  that  "  (c)  effe<5lual  working,"  vvhicli 
made  them  what  they  are.  In  vain  would  the  tree 
imbibe  the  juices  of  the  ground,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
dew  :  in  vain  would  the  body  of  man  receive  fufle-" 
nance  and  reft ;  if  thefe  outward  means  were  not  ap-. 
plied  within,  to  the  purpofes  of  life,  by  the  hourly 
miracle  of  the  Great  Workmafter's  hand.  With  na- 
tions too  the  parallel  will  ftridly  hold.  What  are 
W^ifdom,  and  Vigilance  y  what  are  Wealth,  Induftry, 
and  Fortitude,  if  God  vouchfafe  not  to  adopt  them  as 
his  inftruments,  and  to  effedluate  their  effort  for  the 
fupport  of  that  Publick,  to  which  they  are  devoted  ? 
How  fignal,  then,  is  that  divine  kindnefs,  which  per- 
mits no  paft  and  livelong  unprofitablenefs  to  determine 
our  fate,  but  allows  Time  to  remain  our  common  pof- 
feffion  j  and  leaves   us  ftill,  as  Chriftian  men  and  a 

{c)  Ephef,  iv.  1 6. 

Chriftian 
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Ghriftlan  nation,  to  hold  our  (land,  and  places  as  anew 
at  the  opening  of  productive  life  ? 

So  far  the  interceflion  of  the  DrefTer  of  the  Vineyard 
was  fimply  Intreaty  ;  and  it  carried  a  principal  and 
dired:  relation  to  that  obje6l  for  which  he  interpofed. 
But  his  interceflion  thenceforth  took  a  new  direflion  : 
for  the  words  immediately  fubfequent,  **  till  1  ihall 
dig  about  it,"  introduced  a  reference,  and  a  very  par- 
ticular one  indeed,  to  the  IntercelTor  himfelf. 

His  fpecial  Undertaking  it  then  became,  to 
ftimulate  the  vegetative  power  by  additional,  and  per- 
haps yet  untried,  applications  of  his  own.  And  this  is 
the  point  of  moft  important  confideration.  For  here 
it  is  that  a  reference  from  the  DreiTer  of  the  Vine- 
yard to  another  and  far  greater  Interceffor,  which 
feems  kept  up  through  the  Parable,  breaks  forth  with 
greateft  ftrength  and  exprefTion.  Similar  was  that 
Undertaking,  which  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the 
Great  IntercelTor  for  the  world.  He  was  then  inter- 
pofing,  and  has  fince  continued  to  interpofe,  new  and 

incomparable 
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incomparable  applications  of  his  own,  to  promote  in 
his  Chriftian  Vineyard  the  due  fruits  of  the  Chriflian 
chara6ler.  And  upon  view  of  thefe  means  which  he 
applied,  how  wonderful  and  interefting  a  fcene  ap- 
pears of  Providential  Benignity  and  Power  ?  It  com- 
prizes at  once  all  that  can  abate  the  fears,  and  afliire 
the  hopes,  of  the  human  heart ;  all  that  can  fix  the 
thoucrhtlefs,  or  foften  the  obdurate:  in  a  word,  all 
that  can  a6l  In  the  way  of  motive  upon  the  moral 
feelings  of  mankind.  Of  an  accumulation  fo  vafl:  it 
would  be  vain  to  attempt  detail :  no  more  can  be 
done,  than  barely  to  name  fome  few  of  the  great 
means,  which  it  hath  pleafed  him  to  apply. 

I.  One  of  them  lay  in  his  deliverance  of  man  from 
the  punilhment  of  pad  tranfgreflions. 

Wickedness,  even  though  it  efcape  the  pre  fen  t 
punifliment  of  external  evils,  which  happens  but  rarely, 
ftill  infli(3-s  on  the  heart  a  penal  wound  j  and  that  too 
is  inflamed  by  a  dreadful  forecaft  of  an  eternal  rati- 
fication, which  God  will  give  to  the   very  fentence 

that 
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tiiat  Confclcnce  palTcs  now.  Hence,  as  good  men  arc 
raifed  from  happy  to  happier  ftates  of  mind  by  the 
advancing  improvement  of  their  virtue ;  fo  bad  men 
are  precipitated  from  deep  to  deeper  mifery  by  the 
growth  and  confummation  of  their  wickednefs.  So 
are  commencing  now,  in  the  way  to  final  completion, 
the  penal  fulFerings  of  the  guilty. 

Such,  then,  was  the  ilate  of  finners :  but  it  pleafed 
the  Great  IntercefTor,  "  fdj  by  means  of  death  for  the 
redemption  of  the  tranfgreffions  "  which  had  been 
committed,  to  deliver  men  "  fej  from  the  wrath  to 
come."  His  Death,  ff)  as  a  condemnation  of  fin, 
and  fg)  a  Sacrifice  of  Propitiation,  prefented  to  God  a 
real  inducement  to  grant  indemnity  to  finners.  By  his 
blood  that  better  Covenant  was  (tt  up,  which  placed 
them  in  the  new  light  of  redeemed  and  forgiven  pe- 
nitents ;  and  declared  that  Repentance,  if  joined  with 

(d)  Heb.  ix.  15.  (e)  I  Then:  i.  10. 

(f)  See  Rom.  viii.  3.  (g)  Sec  EphcC  v.  2. 


the 
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the  produdion  of  fruits  worthy  of  it,  with  the  im- 
provement of  ten  talents  or  of  one,  and  either  for  the 
whole  day  or  even  an  hour,  fliould  for  Chrifl's  fake 
be  accepted,  in  behalf  of  all  that  would  believe  in 
him.  "  If  it  bear  fruit,"  was  the  condition  ftated  in 
the  Gofpel,  as  well  as  the  Parable. 

What  an  impediment,  then,  to  virtuous  exertion ^ 
what  an  obfl:ru6tion  to  the  principle  of  moral  life,  was 
thus  removed  ?  O  let  not  the  foil  be  fo  ftirred  in 
vain ;  but  let  Human  Nature  ad:  for  itfelf  with  fome 
of  that  affecftion,  with  which  the  Univerfal  Saviour 
has  adled  for  it  1 

IL  The  Great  IntercelTor  applied  alfo  his  perfonal 
Inftrudlion,  and  tranfcendent  Example. 

Speaking  as  never  man  fpake,  he  poured  the 
light  of  heavenly  truth  on  thofe  who,  in  a  fpiritual 
fenfe,  were  blind,  and  lay  benighted  in  the  grofs  dark- 
nefs  either  of  ignorance,  or  of  error.  And  in  his 
Written  Word  he  ftill  authoritatively  and  tenderly 
8  fpeak^ 
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fpeaks  Wifdom  to  the  Simple,  Recovery  to  the  Lod, 
and  Life  to  the  Dead. 

As  to  his  Example,  *'  (h)  Behold  the  Man  !  "  In 
human  nature  he  difplayed  divine  virtue,  and  in  Man 
he  lived  the  life  of  God.  To  look  upon  his  charader 
might  infpire  us,  as  men,  with  a  triumphant  pleafure  ; 
and  to  tread  in  any  of  his  fteps,  is  to  rife  towards  ex- 
cellence and  happinefs.  Can  we  then  be  fo  infenfible 
in  mind,  as  to  look  without  the  ftrongefl  attraction 
upon  the  majeily  and  purity  of  our  nature,  thus  vifibly 
difplayed  ?  Can  we  be  fo  faint  in  heart,  as  to  refufe  a 
ftruggle,  in  attaining  fome  likenefs  of  this  Great  Ori- 
ginal, and  coming,  as  near  as  may  be,  *'  (i)  unto  a 
perfed:  man."  All  our  hope  of  future  benefit  from 
the  effedt  of  his  Death,  depends  on  the  prefent  impref- 
fion  we  take  from  "  (k)  the  gracious  words  "  of  his 
Miniftry,  and  on  the  conformity  we  bear  to  the  cha- 
rader  of  his  Life. 

{h)  John,  xix.  5. 
{'i)  Ephef.  iv.  13.  {^)  Luke  iv.  22. 

C  2  These 
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These  were  fome  of  the  applications,  for  renewing 
and  forwarding  the  Chriftian  and  moral  fruitfulnefs  of 
man,  which  the  Great  InterceiTor  made  durins;  his 
humiliation  upon  earth.  And  he  applied  ftill  further 
means  to  the  ^me  end,  by  "  (I)  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promifes,"  which  he  undertook  to  fulfil  from 
Lis  ilate  of  glory  in  heaven. 

I.  One  of  thefe  was  the  Promife  of  vouch  fa  fin  g  a 
prefent  ear,  and  fure  efFed:,  to  Prayer. 

Thus,  in  favour  of  thofe  branches,  that  fhould  it€L. 
to  (m)  abide  in  him,  his  divine  attributes  of  Om- 
nifcience  and  Omniprefence,  of  Infinite  Power,  and 
Infinite  Wifdom,  would  all  be  employed.  And  God 
in  him  would  (n)  glorify  himfelf  by  the  plenteoufnefs. 
of  their  fruit.  To  him,  then,,  we  are  to  refer ;  with 
him  we  are  to  maintain  communication  -,  that  none  of 

{ly   1 1  Pet.  i.  4.        (m)   See  John,  xv.  4,  &c.. 
{n)   See  John,  xv.  8, 


US 
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US  may  become  as  a  branch  that  abideth  not  In  him, 
but  is  left  to  itfelf,  as  a  wilful  out-caft,  to  decline, 
and  wither,  and  die. 

II.  The  Promifc  of  Grace,  to  be  continually  dif- 
penfed  from  heaven,  was  another  of  the  means,  which 
the  Great  IntercelTor  applied* 

Like  the  DreiTer  of  the  Vineyard,  he  would  not 
adl  in  behalf  of  his  objcA   once  only,  and  then  no 
more ;  but  would  vifit  it  with  repeated  fondnefs,  and 
eherifh  it  with  unremitted  affiduity.    If  the  productive 
principle  of  good  were  once  put  in  ftrenuous  opera- 
tion, his  gracious  aids  would  condud:  the  hopeful  pro- 
grefs  from  flrength  to  ftrength.     With  Chriftian  pe- 
nitents he  would   ever  be  prefent  by  his  power;  to 
enfure  the  uncertain  ftrength  of  their  virtuous  effort, 
and  to  fupport  their  drooping  fplrit  in  every  arduous 
flruggle.     "  (o)  A  bruifed  reed  fhall  he  not  break, 
and  the  fmoking  flax  fliall  he  not  quench ;"  but  will 

{o)  Ifaiah,  xlii.  3. 

impart 
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impart  firmnefs  to  moral  imbecilities,  and  raife  the 
dubious  fpark  to  a  pure  and  afpiring  flame.  Thus  at 
length,  through  the  power  of  his  Grace,  the  conflict 
of  penitence  will  terminate  in  the  triumph  of  virtue. 

III.  He  has  further  applied,  as  the  greateft  of  all 
encouragements  to  the  produ(5lion  of  "  (f)  fruit  unto 
holinefs,"  the  Promife  of  Eternal  Reward. 

This  is  the  grand  end,  to  which  all  his  divine 
means  and  inftruments  work.  And  as  mortal  man 
cannot  conceive  a  greater  blefling,  than  to  be  glorified 
■^or  ever  in  happinefs,  furely  this  incomparable  Promife 
will  awaken,  and  intereft,  and  flimulate  the  rational 
nature.  How  can  it  fail  to  ftir  it  up  to  ferious  confi- 
deration,  and  from  confideration  to  ardent  defire,  and 
from  defire  to  devoted  effort,  and  from  effort  to  final 
attainment  ? 

■   These  are  fome  of  the  ineftimabie   applications, 
which  the  Great  Interceffor  perfonally  made,  to  infufe 


f^j  Rom.  vi.  22. 

into 
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into  his  obje<ft  new  and  efFedlive  powers  of  bearing  the 
fruit  of  Chriftian  charadler.  And  to  hold  mankind, 
if  poiTible,  under  the  faving  influence  of  them  all,  it 
hath  pleafed  him  to  apply  yet  another  inftrument  in 
perpetual  operation  under  him. 

IV.  That   inftrument   is  what  a    Sacred  Writer 
%les,  "  The  Word  of  Exhortation." 

.  This  indeed  is  a  " /^^^  trcafure  in  earthen  vefTels  j" 
yet  may  it,  in  a  happy  hour  of  divine  direction,  reach 
and  penetrate  fome  feeling  and  reclaimable  hearts. 

In  the  high  and  holy  name  of  the  Great  Interceflbr, 
It  calls  repeatedly  and  earneftly  to  the  men  and  nations 
of  the  earth.  By  all  that  he,  from  love  to  mankind, 
has  fuffered  and  done;  by  the  heavenly  excellence  of  his 
doarines,  and  the  divine  authority  of  his  commands  ; 
by  his  example  of  the  life  of  God  in  the  nature  of 
jnan ;  by  his  promife  to  hear  and  anfwer  the  prayer; 

(q)  II  Coriiith.  iv.  7. 

by 
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"by  his  faving  grace  inexhauflibly  difpenfed  from  hea- 
ven ;  by  the  promifed  fliare  of  his  own  eternal  glory; 
by  eveiy  one  and  by  all  of  thefe  bleffings ;  by  their 
tranfcendence  as  to  value,  by  their  greatnefs  as  to  nurii- 
ber;  by  thefe  v/ill  "  The  Word  of  Exhortation  "  roufe 
mankind.  By  thefe  will  it  excite  them,  to  revive  from 
the  death  of  fin,  and  from  the  deathlike  ftate  of  un- 
produdive  being,  to  ^^  (r)  newnefs  of  life /'  and  to 
bear  thofe  fruits  of  individual  and  national  charadler, 
which,  as  Chriftians,  and  as  Men,  they  owe  to  their 
Saviour,  their  Country,  and  Themfelves. 

So  will  "  The  Word  of  Exhortation  "  plead.  And 
it  will  enforce  the  plea  by  that  formidable  menace  in 
the  Parable,  **  if  not,  after  that  thou  fhalt  cut  it 
down/'  This  will  it  urge,  as  the  dread  denunciation, 
of  The  Great  IntercelTor  himfelf :  and  it  will  appeal  to 
many  a  folemn  warning,  many  a  fign  and  prelude 
of  judicial  doom,  which  prefent  appearances  under  his 
Mediatorial  Providence  frequently  and  flrongly  con- 
vey. 

{r)  Rom.  vi.  4, 

For 


[    25    ] 

For  iuch  folemn  Warning  there  is  really  exhibited, 
not  only  in  fpecial  and  extraordinary  cafes,  hut  alfo 
daily  and  hourly  in  the  palTing  fcene  of  common  life. 
There,  in  charaders  fo  large  that  he  who  runs  may 
read,  are  written,  the  late  and  lively  health  of  Mode- 
ration, the  early  inlirmity  and  death  of  Excefs;  the 
fettled  afiurancc  of  Innocence,  the  reftlefs  panick  of 
(jullt;  the  fucccfs  and  honour  of  Integrity,  the  difap- 
polntment  and  (Iiame  of  Bafenefs ;  the  creditable  in- 
dependence 01  Indudry,  the  defpicabie  beggary  of 
Idlenefs;  the  chearful  plenty  of  Frugality,  the  dif- 
trcfsful  indigence  of  Profufion.  There  too  is  traced 
ouf  the  melancholy  career  of  many  a  mind,  that  open- 
ed in  fair  liopes,  but  funk  to  diffipation,  and  thence  to 
ruin.  HaraOed  then  by  the  importunity  of  defires 
which  it  could  no  longer  gratify,  and  agonizing  under 
the  prefllire  of  necefuties,  which  it  wanted  power  to 
remove  and  fortitude  to  bear,  it  turned  an  evil  eye  on 
the  Succefyful  and  the  Happy  ;  and  on  Social  Life, 
wherein  its  own  reputable  Hand  was  loll :  and  on  So- 
cial Order,  which  impeded  the  courfe  it  would  take. 
Thus,  proiMl,  fullen,  and  inveterate,  it  fettled  in  uni- 
vcrf.d  dilaffection,  the  oftspring  of  defpair. 

D  Behold, 
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Behold,  then,  that  the  fruits  of  Chriflian  charac- 
ter are,  in  all  their  kinds,  indifpenfable  requifites,  and 
have  in  fa(5t  "  (s)  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is  j" 
and  muft  be  produced,  if  not  for  the  fake  of  God's 
j^ull  claim,  at  leaft  for  decided  value  of  their  own. 

To  another  Warning  alfo  "  The  Word  of  Exhorta- 
tion "  will  appeal ;  a  conftant  and  awful  Warning,  yet 
alas !  but  little  regarded.     It  is  the  Warning  of  Death, 
And  this  it  fays.  Brethren,  "  (t)  the  time  is  fliortj"  by 
wafte  it  is  made  fhorter  ftillj  and  by  fecret  judgment 
it  may  become  fhort  indeed.    With  refpedl  to  fome,  as 
with  refpe(5t  to  the  tree  in  the  Parable,  all  may  depend 
on  one    brief  feafon  more.     But,    even    at  the  befl, 
erelong  muft  come   our   nature's  mortal  hour,  when 
the  manfions  of  our  fathers  which  v/e  inhabit,  their 
{late  and  name  which  we   hold,  their  fortunes  which 
we  enjoy,  and  all  that  we  have  in  this  our  day,   will 
be  our  own  no  more.     Have  we,  then,  it  may  well  be 
afked,  have  we  any  enduring  fubftance,  any  perfonal 

{s)  I  Tim.  iv.  8,  (t)  See  i  Corinth,  vil.  29. 

and 
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and  infeparable  property,  to  prevent  our  {landing  bare 
and  unprovided,  v/hen  all  other  things  (hall  be  loll:  ?  If 
we  have  Chriilian  character,  or  will  henceforth  apply 
a  fleady  effort  to  produce  it,  all  will  then  be  our  own 
that  ever  deferved  a  wifli.  That  indeed,  like  the 
Divine  Author  of  all  our  bleflings,  "  (u)  hath  im- 
mortality." That  will  ftand  before  him  as  our  ad- 
mifhble  witnefs ;  and  conftitute  our  accepted  offering 
at  the  throne  of  his  judgrnent. 

From  fuch  Ordinary  Warnings,  "  The  Word  of 
Exhortation  "  will  extend  its  appeal  to  Warnings  of 
a  more  uncommon  and  momentous  kind  ^  to  every  re- 
corded inftance  of  nations,  either  raifed  to  importance 
and  profperity  by  national  virtue,  or  funk  to  infignifi- 
cance  and  mifery  by  the  corruption  of  publick  charac- 
ter. 

On  One  prefent  Warning  will  it  particularly  dwell ; 
on  One,  of  moft  Extraordinary  and  terrible  caft. 

{u)  I  Tim.  vl.  1 6. 

D  2  We 
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We  have  feen  the  Spirit  of  the  Atheift  and  the 
Libertine  hold  the  Legiflative  Authority  of  a  Chridian 
nation  near  us.  We  have  feen  it  gain  on  the  fimple 
by  infatuating  their  limplicity ;  on  the  vehement  by 
impeiUng  their  vehemence  i  on  tlie  mahgnant  by  ex- 
afperating  their  mah'gnity ;  and  thus,  by  adju fting 
the  fnare  to  the  ruling  paffion  of  every  man,  enfure  its 
own  ufe  of  them  all.  We  have  feen  it  ftifle  the 
charities  of  humanity  ;  cancel  the  reflraints  of  virtue  3 
difcard  the  lanftions  of  the  Gofpel ;  and,  either  by 
treacherous  agency  or  open  war,  pufh  its  principles 
againfl  the  Altar  and  the  Throne  of  other  Chriftian 
countries.  We  have  ietn  it  hold  out  to  Ambition 
and  Tyranny,,  to  Malice  and  Rapine,  their  feveral 
expedients  of  legalized  crime;  and  under  the  fliock  of 
fad;ions,  all  rifing  and  raging  and  falling  in  blood, 
aggravate  on  every  change  the  Miferies  of  the 
Pubhck. 

How  awful  a  monument  is  this,  to  il^ew  mankind 
how  deplorable  is  the  Hate,  to  which  frantick  paflions 
can  reduce  the  human  heart,  when  its  Chridian  cha- 
racter 
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racier  is  go:ie :  and  to  warn  every  nation,  that  t!ic 
irreliglon,  nnd  the  profligacy,  of  the  publick  mind,  ase 
the  moll:  dreadful  of  all  enemies  to  its  glory,  its  happL- 
ncfs,  and  its  hope  :  and  that,  unlcfs  it  obtain  and  hoLl 
a  conqueil:  over  vicious  principle,  there  is  no  other 
vidtory  that  can  fave  it. 

•*  f.y)  And   I   b-.fcech  you,    Brethren,  fuffer  The 
*'   Word  of  Exhortation  :"  tiiat  the  great   themes  on 
which  it  infiils^  the  new  me^nsand  motives  vouchfafed 
in  Redemption,  and  the  vv-arnings  prcfcntcd  in.  Life, 
may  reinHate  and  perpetuate  in  us   the  production  of 
their  due  fruit,  the  ineftimable    chara«5ter  of  a  truly 
Chriitian   People.     To  the  fervicc    of  our  Country, 
Talents,  Toil,  and  Bravery,  are  daily  devoted  by  Many. 
To  the  fame  dear  obje(5t,   life  reformed  to  Religion 
and  Virtue  may    be  devoted  by    All.      The    private 
effort  of  every  man,  if  fo  directed,  v/ould  bear  an  im- 
mediate and  noble  relation  to  the  intereft  of  the  whole 
community  :  and  though  in  contribution  it  were  but 
a  mite,  yet  in  the  aggregate  it  would  rife  to  infinite 


(x)   ILb.  xiii.  2i. 

\alue. 
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value.  So  might  come  the  bleffing  on  our  prepared 
defence  againli:  the  foe;  and  the  fliield  of  divine  pro- 
tedtion  be  bound  on  the  arm  of  the  nation's  might. 
So  might  foon  be  diffipated,  as  by  a  central  light,  the 
whole  of  the  furrounding  darknefs  in  our  publick 
fcene.  For  were  there  but  this  foundnefs  at  the  roots 
of  the  tree,  would  the  *'  fyj  hhiiom  go  up  as  duft  ?" 
No ;  not  in  trying  feafons.  The  Lord  would  find 
upon  it  the  figns  of  a  coming  produce  ;  and  in  gracious 
acceptance  of  fuch  hopeful  appearances,  would  "  let 
"  it  alone  "  to  bear. 

Therefore,  **  fzj  I  befeech  you.  Brethren,  fuffer 
."  The  Word  of  Exhortation  :"  fuiFer  it,  for  the  fake  of 
our  God  in  Chrift;  fufter  it,  for  our  Country's  fake^ 
fuffer  it,  for  Your  Own. 

(y)  See  Ifai.  v.  24.  (z)  Fleb.  xiii.  22. 


THE      END. 
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